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ADVERTISEMENT.

NO apology can be requisite for presenting to
the world the History and Present State of the
British Metropolis, at a time when the English
language is destitute of any modern work of adequate consequence on the same important subject.

The present publication addresses itself, in a
popular and inviting form, to foreigners who may
wish to convey to their respective countries correct ideas of London; anc\ it also recommends
itself to Englishmen, who cannot find in Stowe,
Maitland, or Pennant, those facts relative to the
actual present state of their Metropolis with which
they may desire to become acquainted.
It
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ADVERTISEMENT.

It is obvious that Stowe can be interesting only
to the antiquary; that Maitland is at once too
antiquated and prolix for general reading; and
that Pennant is rather a collection of detached
anecdotes of persons and places than a systematic
history of London. Each of these works have,
however, their peculiar worth ; but they are not
adapted to the views of general readers, nor do
they exhibit Lo?idon as it is.
But whatever may be the merit of those authors,
their works have long been out of print, and they

only to be bought occasionally at a high
price. It has, therefore, been a defect in the literature of the country, that no adequate work
existed which described this great Metropolis, with
the exception of the small Guide, lately published
under the title of The Picture of London.
are
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The great success and high character, both at
home and abroad, of this latter work have given
birth to the present. In fact it has served as the
skeleton upon which the present work has been
formed. In point of correctness and variety, it
answers every purpose of a pocket companion ;
but, from the necessary scantiness of its details, its
confined embellishments, and limited size, it is
unworthy of being the only book which describes
the British Metropolis.
Besides enlarging and improving all that relates
to its present state, a History of Londonhas here
been prefixed, which has been compiled from the
best authors and from original mss. by a distinguished antiquary.
The numerous embellishments of this work will
sufficiently speak for themselves. They are faithful portraits of the places and scenes represented,
and
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and they exhibit the very soul of the Metropolis
in a way which has never before been attempted.
Most ofthe busy haunts ofthe inhabitants, whether
for the gratification of ambition, avarice, or pleasure, have been exactly pourtrayed; and these
views convey at once correct ideas of places
which interest from their celebrity, and of scenes
which characterize the manners of the people.
September, 1804.
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HISTORY OF LONDON.

JLf

Londinium, as is usually asserted, was the name given to
our metropolis by the Romans, our antiquaries have in vain
ransacked their Celtic dictionaries for its etymology. But the
situation of this city, as Mr. Pennant observes, was just such as
the people wouldselect according to the rule established among
the ancient Britons : it is, therefore, fair we should refer to the
old Celtic for the meaning ofits name j which is supplied,withAn immense forest, we
out putting language to the torture.
are told, originally extended to the river side ;and even so late
as the reign of Henry ILcovered the northern neighbourhoodof
the city which was also defended naturally by fosses ;one,
formed by the creek which ran along Fleet ditch, the other afterward known by the name of Wall-brook ; the south side was occupied by the Thames j and another portion protected by a vast
morass, the site of which, within the latest memory,retained the
name of Moor-fields.
s
Thus

.
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Thus situated, the appellation of London, implying a town
upon the waters *, seems peculiarly appropriate.
The Britons, however, at the arrival of the Romans, seem to
"
have had another name for it j 'Tri-now, the new city," in reference to its being occupied by the 'Trinobantes, who had lately
come from Belgium ;and of whom we shall say more hereafter.
The name Londinium, at another period, was changed by the
Romans for Augusta; and our antiquaries have been very
fertile in their reasons for the change. One has thought it was
in compliment to Helena Augusta,the mother of Constantine
the Great ; another that it was a tribute of approbation to the
second legion the Legio victrix. But a slight reading of Roman history would have informed them that it could only have
been given to it at a period when London became the capital of
the British province. Triers, in Germany, was, for the same
reason, called Augusta Treverorum ;Basil, Augusta Rauracorum; Merida, in Spain, Augusta Emerita ; and Aousta, in
Piedmont, another Augusta of the Romans, with almost twenty
more of similar etymology, might be cited to support the opinion.
But, before we enter more particularly into this part of the
history ofour metropolis, it maynot be irrelevant to mention the
earlier of the Roman writers, who have left any thing which
may be interpreted into a description of Britain. They were

—

* The Surry side was in all probability a great expanse of water, a lake, a

Llyn,

as the Welshcall it; which aningenious countryman ofmine *,not without reason,
thinks might have given a name to our capital : Llyn Din, or the city on the lake,-—
Pennant's London,p. 17, 1793.

* Mr, William Owen,

ofBarmouth, now resident in London.

Julius
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Seneca, and

Tacitus. Of Livy's account we have nothingleft but the epitome, badly filled up by Freinshemius's supplement : and that
of Fabius Rusticus perished in the general wreck of literature
in the dark ages. From what remains, indistinct as it may be,
the ground work of our early history, topographical as well as
civil, must be gathered. It is with the greatest difficulty that
any thing British can either be explained or ascertained, and our
own sagacity is frequently left to supply the place of history.
The littlewhich the Romans said was merely to illustrate their
victories ;a fact which leads us to conclude that the little which
they knew they not only toldwithout correctness,but with a partiality bordering on misrepresentation.
Ptolemy, as wellas some other writers of good authority, have
placed Londinium in Kent, on the south side the Thames, upon
the spot still called St. George's Fields ; a circumstance which
has at various timesbeen singularlycorroborated by the discovery
of Roman fragments ;and where no less than three of the Roman military ways, from Kent, Surrey, and Middlesex, intersected each other. To account for this position of the old geographer, let us recur to what has been already said relatingto the
Trinobantes. The inhabitants of our island, it appears, at periods of time much earlier than those which are entered on the
page of history, were constantly engaged in cherishingthe most
violent jealousies, and repelling the invasions of their neighbours. The Attrebatii,the Belgæ, and other inhabitants of early
Britain, bear in their very names the remembrance of the countries from whichthey came. The Celts of Gaul were constantly
keeping the aboriginal inhabitants on the alert ;and one of the
b 2
last

—
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last colonies they sent to propagate their acquisitions was that of
the Trinobantes, who arrived in Britain but a short time previous to Cæsar. On what coast they landed we have no means
to ascertain . but, if they came straight from the Kentish or the
Sussex coast, it is natural to. suppose they must make at least a
temporary residence on the South side the Thames, before they
could possibly dislodge their antagonists, who dwelt in so firm a
city on thenorth side. Inartificial as the defence they constructed
might have been, it served, no doubt, to keep their enemy in awe,
and was probably not only occupied in turn by the Romans, for
keeping the Trinobantes in subjection, but at other periods
when the Romans might entertain suspicionsofthe allegiance of
London, was fitly situated either as a detached out-post for their
city, or a station which might give security to their conquests
on the south side the Thames. This fact, that the station in
St. George's Fields was literally but a kind of out-post, is still
further strengthened by the Saxon name of Southwark, implying
the southern work of fortification, extended for the defence of
London. Ptolemy's authority, therefore, may be easily reconciled with the assertion that is made by the majority of writers,.
that both British and Roman London was situated, where it
now stands,, on the north side the Thames.
Whether London or Verulam was the town of Cassivellaun,
attacked and taken possession of by Cæsar, seems a matter of
dispute. Flis description is too loose to be decisively applied to
either ;and in its present form can only be considered as a general picture ofa British town. The plans, which his ambition
had formed against his own country, did not leave him at leisure
either to enlarge the Roman empire or to extend his knowledge
l
of
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of the British states :and, to use the sarcasm of a Roman author,
Territa quæsitis ostendit terga Britannis j
He shewed hisback

to the

enemy whom he sought.

The Britons, unmolested by the Romans, now enjoyed their
liberty near a century, and were exactly the people they were
described to be by Virgil, separated from the world; when in the
reign of Claudius the project of subduing the island was concerted.
It is from this period that we date our most distinct particulars
of London. It became a city, whose constitution and privileges
were much inferior to those either of Camalodunum or Verulam ;although there seems every reason to conclude that it was
taken possession of about the same time. Its inhabitants were
a mixture of Romans and Britons._who, though they enjoyed the
name of citizens, had neither laws nor magistrates of their own,
but were governed by præfects, annually sent from Rome.
The first mention of London was occasioned by a calamity
which had proved nearly fatal to the Roman power in Britain.
In the year 61, Suetonius Paullinus,having pushed his conquests
through the British states for two years in a continued series
of prosperity, formed the plan of reducing Anglesey, whence
the malcontents among the Britons drew their best resources ;
when, by turning his back upon the conquered provinces, he
gave an opportunity for a general revolt. Boadicea, the brave
but injured queen of the Iceni,headed the insurgents. Camalodunum and Verulam were taken by general assaults, and every

thing
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thing laid

waste

"

fire and sword.
Suetonius
"with
undismayed by this disaster,

(says the
had marched
" through the heart of
the country, as far as London, a place
"
not dignified with the name of a colo?:y, but the chief residence of
" merchants, and the great mart
of trade andcommerce. At that
"
he meant to fix the seat of war ; but, reflecting on the
" place
scanty numbers of his little army, and the fatal rashness of
" Cerealis,
he resolved to quit that station, and, by giving up
" one
" tionspost, secure the rest of the province. Neither supplicanor the tears of the inhabitants could induce him to
" change his
plan. The signal for the march was given. All
"
who chose to follow the banners were taken under his pro" tection. Of
all who, on account of their advanced age, the
* weakness of their
sex, or the attractions of the situation,
" thought
proper to remainbehind, not one escaped the rage of
"
the barbarians." (Tacitus. Annal. 1. xiv. c. 32, 33.) The
number massacred in the three places amounted to no less than
seventy thousand.
At this period London had no walls or other fortifications
for its defence, and was of course exposed to the attacks of
every enemy. The Romans, however, soon brought it to a condition far beyond its former grandeur, and, in time, erected a
wall of hewn stone and British bricks around it. The length
of the city extended from Ludgate-hill to a spot a little beyond
the tower; but its breadth was not half equal to the length,
and at each end grew considerably narrower. The time when
its walls were first built has often been disputed. Maitland
ascribes them to Theodosius, governor of Britain in
369 ; and
Dr.Woodward to Constantine the Great. The latter opinion
Roman author)

4
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certainly has reason on its side, as many coins of that emperor's
mother Helena have been discovered in the foundations : although it must be remembered that coins are as likely to be
deposited at the repairs or renewal of a building as at its first
erection. Constantine also is said to have been the first who
made London a bishop's see : and, as appears from many of his
coins, established in it a mint.
The ancient course of the walls has been traced as follows :
It began with a fort near the present site of the tower ; continued along the Minories and theback of Hounsditch, across Bishopgate-street, in a straight line to Cripplegate ; then turned
southward by Crowders-well-alley to Aldersgate ;thence by
the back of Bull-and-Mouth-street to Newgate ; and again
along the back of the houses in the Old Bailey to Ludgate; soon
after which it probably finished with another fort, nigh what
was lately the King's printing-house in Black-friars ; hence
another wall ran near the river side, along Thames-street,
quite to the fort on the eastern extremity. The walls were
three miles and an hundred and sixty-five feet in circumference,
guarded at proper distances by fifteen lofty towers ; some of
which remained tillwithinthese few years. The reliques of one
were to be seen in Shoe-maker-row, fronting the passage into
Duke's-place ; another stood a little nearer Aldgate ; and the
remains of a third were to be seen nigh Crowders Well, already
mentioned. The walls, composed alternately of layers of flat
Roman brick and flag-stone, such as are still seen in those of
Silchester and Verulam, are supposed, when perfect, to have
been twenty-two feet high; the towers forty. London Wall,
though now but a disagreeable heap of rubbish, and exhibiting
few

~v
8
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few traces of the Roman structure, is the most entire part remaining.
Dr. Stukeley, in one of the plates of his Itinerarium Curiosum, has given a tolerable idea of what London must have been
in the Roman times : although in some particulars we cannot
but express a disagreement of opinion. The gates which received the great military roads he states to have been four : the
Prætorian way (the Saxon Watling-street) passed under one
upon the site of Newgate, Roman vestiges having been discovered in digging above Holborn-bridge ;and turned down to
Dowgate, where there was a trajectus or Ferry, which, by joining
it to the Watling-street, continued it to Dover. TheHerminstreet he represents to have passed under Cripplegate ;and a vicinal way throughAldgate,byBethnal-green towardDurolitum,
the modern Leyton inEssex. But Cripplegate does not appear
to us deserving of such high antiquity : the Hermin-street appears rather to have crossed the river at what is now called
Stone, or Stoney-street, a short distance from St. Mary Overy's
in Southwark ;to have joined the Watling-street at Dowgate,
and, branchingoff throughBishopgate*, to have formed what is
now called the Great North Road ; nigh which, among the
green lanes from Newington to Enfield, its vestiges may be evidently traced. That a vicinal way might pass under Aldgate
to Durolitum appears more than probable ;but another road,
still known by the name of Old-street, without touching at Lon-

* Bishopgate, though stated inMr. Gough's Camden to

have been first mentioned
in 1212, occurs among the entries in the Domesday Survey.

don,
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don, crossed the Hermin-street at Shoreditch-church, passed the
Lea at Old-ford, and came to Durolitum by a different route.
The roman vestiges of this road may be seen at Bethnal-green
The burial-places for the dead, which in the Roman cities
were constantly without the walls, were in what havebeen since
called Spitaland Goodman's fields. It was this practice of burying without the city that so frequently occasioned the inscription of si ste or asp ice viator ;and accounts for the vast
number of urns and other reliques offuneral rites, which at one
time were so abundantly discovered in the places mentioned.—
Sir Christopher Wren thought he had found not only a Saxon
but a Roman burial-place, even at St. Paul's ;but it seems most
probable that the urns there found were not funereal ; since
burial within the city was expressly forbidden by the Roman
law.
To enumerate all the Roman remains, whose discovery seem
in some measure to have marked out the ancient conditionofthe
city, would be needless. When it was rebuilding, they were
found but every where. Mr.Conyers, an apothecary,one of the
first collectors of antiquities, gave the labourers who dug the
foundations after the great fire encouragement to save for him
whatever they might find. From the north-east corner of St.
Paul's, Fleet-ditch, and Goodman's-fields, he procured a vast
quantity of Roman coins, pottery, and utensils, but so mixed
with articles of other and later periods as almost to confound
enquiry. At the east end of St. Paul's were found pieces of
green serpentine and porphyry,such as was used inEdward the
Confessor's monument at Westminster ; bone, or ivory pins,
glass beads, heifer's horns, and Roman vessels of earth : and
c
between
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between Fleet-gate and Holborn-bridge, figures of the Roman

household gods, mixed with seals of the Norman period, coins
of Vespasian with Judea capta on the reverse, spur-rowels, keys,
daggers, jettons or church counters, and a coin of Julius Cæsar.
From later discoveries better information has been obtained.
Beneath the old church of St. Mary-le-bow were found the walls,
windowsand pavement of a Roman temple ; and not far from
it,eighteen feet deep, in adventitious soil, was the Roman causeway, above which the present ground has been considerably
elevated. In 1711 a cæmitery was discovered in Camomilestreet, adjoiningBishopgate. Itlay beneath a handsome tessellated pavement, and contained many urns filled with ashes and
cinders of burnt bones ; with them were beads, rings, a lachrymatory, a fibula, and a coin of Antoninus : this, as well as the
Roman vault, opened on the rebuilding of Bishopgate-church,
was supposed to have been a burial-place after theestablishment
of Christianity. That the Romans had a fort, as well as a treasury and mint, on the spot now occupied by the tower, seems
confirmed by a silver ingot, inscribed ex officio Honorii, found
with many gold coins of Honorius and Arcadius in the old
foundations ofthe Ordnance-office in 1777. The ample discoveries that were made nigh the Post-office, in Lombard-street,
1785, as well as the beautiful pavement lately discovered by the
India-house, are additional proofs that London, under the dominion of the Romans, was a little Rome ; not only encompassed with strong walls, but adorned with a prodigious number
of solid, convenient and magnificent structures.
Nor, while treating on the history of Roman London, must
we forget that curious remnant of antiquity, fixed at present
close
4
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the south wall of St. Swithin's church. London
Stone has by some been supposed of Britishorigin : a sort of solemn boundary, or some other object probably of a religious
nature, which, through every change and convulsion of the
state, has been preserved with reverential care. It formerly
stood nearer to the centre of the street, was placed deep in the
ground, and strongly fixed with bars of iron. It is first mentioned in the reign of Ethelstan, king of the West Saxons ;and
has been usually viewed by our antiquaries as a milliary stone,
from which the Romans began the computation of their miles:
a conjecture which seems very reasonable, not only from thediscovery of the Roman road, after 1666, running directly to this
stone from Watling-street, but from the exact coincidence
which its distance bears wi|h the neighbouring stations mentioned in Antonine's Itinerary ;the principal of whose journies
either begin or end withLondon. Its situation in regard to
Roman London was nearly central.
Our knowledge of London in the Saxon times is almost as indistinct and scanty as in the early British. Among the Saxons
it was called Lunden, Lundone, Lundenes, Lundenburg, Lundenburh, Lundenceaster, Lundenwyc, &c. and is first mentioned
in the Saxon Chronicle in the year 457, when Hengist, nine
years after his arrival, having defeated the Britons at Crayford,
they retired with great fear to London. In the reign of Ethelwolf, 839, it was surprised by the Danes, and the citizens massacred. They sacked it again 851, after totally routing the
army of Beorhtulph, king of Mercia, who came to its relief.
In the reign of Ethelred, 872, they took it and wintered in it.
In 983, it suffered materially by fire. In 994, after a long resistance
c2
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sistance to Anlaf and Suene, king of Denmark, who besieged it,
the citizens forced them to raise the siege. And in1016 it was
hard pressed by Canute, and not only obliged to admit him to
winter, but purchased its peace with a considerable sum of money. Such continual ravages sufficiently account for our possessing so few reliques of its Roman grandeur. Of its government at this period we know no more than that its chief magistrate was called a portreve, or guardian of the port.
The history ofLondon may now be pursued withlittleinterruption. When the inhabitants of Kent had sworn fealty to
the conqueror, no obstacle remained to hinder him from pursuing his march toward London, where the soldiers and nobility,
from almost every part of England, had repaired for its defence,
while the rest of their countrymen might recover their spirits.
A numerous body of the citizens sallied through Southwark to
attack an advanced guard of about five hundred of the Norman
horse, but were repulsed, and the Surry suburbs of the town reduced to ashes. William, proceeding on the south side the river to Wallingford, crossed the stream with a view to attack
London in a more vulnerable quarter ;but when he came in
sight of the city the chief inhabitants, by the surrender of proper hostages, secured to him their fidelity. Sensible of its importance, he governed the city with a gentle hand, endeavoured
to gain the affections of its inhabitants, and, in 1067, granted
them his first charter in their own language, which consists of
little more than four lines, beautifully written inthe Saxon character on a slip of parchment, six inches long, and one broad,
still preserved among the city archives. The following transcript is from Stow :
"
Wyllm
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" binnan Londone frencisce bisceop &Gosfregth portrefan & ealle tha burhwarn
& englisce freondlice. Sc ic kythe eow that ic wille, that
" ge beon eallra thæra
laga weorthe the gyt everan on Eadwerdes daege kynges. &
" ic wylle thæt ælc
beohis fæther yrfnume æfter his fæther daege. & icneile gecyld
" tholian that
man
ænig

eow ænig wrangbeode. God eow gehealde."

" William,
king, greeteth William the bishop, and Godfrey the portreveand all
" the burgesses
of London, whether French or English, friendly. Igrant that yebe
" all law-worthy as ye were in the days of King Edward; Iwill that every child at
" his father's death become his heir; and Iwill not suffer any man to do ye wrong.

" God preserve ye."

His clemency had so good an effect upon the citizens that they
never would engage in any rebellion or treason against him,but
by their fidelity contributed greatly tomaintainhis government.
Itis a singular fact that the Domesday Survey, whichis usually
so minute with regard to our great cities, is completely silent
upon London. It only mentions a vineyard in Holborne belonging to the crown, and ten acres of land nigh Bishopgate,
(now the manor of Norton Falgate) belonging to the Dean and
Chapter of St. Paul's. No mutilation of the manuscript has
certainly taken place, since the account of Middlesex is entire,
and is exactly coincident with the abridged copy of the Survey,
taken at the time, and now lodgedin the office of the King's Remembrancer in the Exchequer. Perhaps its omission was in
some degree connected with the favour which the king shewed
the Londoners.
But that these were not the only means he took to render their
allegiance secure is evident, from the erection of the fortress
which is still called the White Tower in the Tower of London j
which, while it defended the passage of the river, kept the citizens in awe.

During
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During the reign of the Conqueror, London was several times
injured both by fire and floods ; and in 1077 *he greatest part

was laid in ashes in one night.
We have already mentioned the first charter granted by the
Conqueror to the city ; he afterwards granted them another ;
but London obtained one much more extensive from Henry I.
by which the citizens not only had their ancient customs and
immunities confirmed, but the county of Middlesex added to
their jurisdiction, on paying the quit rent of 300I. ayear; with
a power of appointing, not only a sheriff, but a justiciary from
among themselves. This was granted to prevent that county's
being any longer an asylum for bankrupts and fraudulent persons, who,having deserted London with the goods and effects of
their creditors, lived there in open defiance of those they had

injured.
By this charter the citizens were allowed the privilege of not
beingcompelled to plead withoutthe walls of the city, and excused from paying scot, lot, and danegelt, duties payable to the
king by allhis other subjects. The city was not to be amerced
for the escape of a murderer ;nor any citizen, when accused of
a crime, be obliged to vindicate his innocence by a duel. They
were exempted from paying toll in fairs or markets in any part
of the kingdom ; and if any was exacted, they might make reprisals in London, upon the inhabitants ofthe town whereit was
exacted, Sec.
Before the grant of this charter, London seems to have been
entirely subject to the arbitrary willof tlieking. But the liberties of the citizens being now guarded by so strong a fence, they
endeavoured to secure their customs by converting them into
written laws ; and the several bodies professing the arts and
mysteries
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mysteries of trade and manufacture, which had hitherto been
kept up by prescription only, were now strengthened by being
formed into established companies. Theking, however,reserved
to himself the power of appointing the portreve or chief offices
of the city.
On the death of Henry I. the Londoners assisted Stephen inthe
attainment of the crown, and in 1135 received him within the
city, which was the next yearonce more accidentallylaidinashes.
In 1139 they purchased fromhim, for an hundred marks of silver,
the right of chusing their own sheriffs : and, in the beginning
ofthe competition withMatilda,shewed some favour to his cause:
after a short treaty,however, they consented to receive the empress
withintheir walls.Matilda,whoseconduct became despotic before
her authority was settled, soon rendered the citizens implacable.
Instead of courting their affection, she treated them with great
severity ;and not only denied them the indulgence they asked,
of being governed by the laws her grandfather had confirmed,
but oppressed them by arbitrary and grievous exactions. Their,
complaints and remonstrances she treated withdisdain ;and, instead of converting those she had subdued into friends, trampled
upon all she conquered. The charter of the city was again renewed by Henry II. as Spelman thinks, at the very entrance of
his reign : and Lord Lyttleton observes that, considering the
attachment whichthe citizensof London had shewn to Stephen,
and the manner in which they had driven the empress Matilda
from her palace at Westminster, it is one of the strongest
proofs both of the clemency of her son, and of his wise resolution to appease the troubles of the realm by a total oblivion of
all past offences, that instead of abridging their liberties he so
graciously confirmed and enlarged them.
Of
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Of the state of London in the reign of Henry the Second we
have an account from Fitzstephen,a contemporary writer, whose
work has some particulars too curious to be passed in silence.
It is, perhaps, the earliest description of a great city which any
European nation has to boast ;and presents a picture of our
early manners in the twelfth century which cannot be obtained
elsewhere. According to him, London was then strongly fortified on all sides, except to the river, the tides of whichhad undermined and destroyed the ancient walls that had been erected
on its banks. And Lord Lyttleton judiciously observes that, in
Henry the Second's reign, it was not necessary to repair the
ruined wallof the city along the river, as there wasno danger of
an enemy's being able to sail up it, after the tower and bridge
were built. London had then no less than thirteen large conventual churches, beside an hundied and twenty-six parochial
ones. On the east stood the square fortress which has been already mentioned ; on the west, Baynard and Mountfitchet castles; and the wall was furnished with seven double gates ;supposed to have been Aldgate, Bishopgate, Cripplegate, Aidersgate, Newgate, Ludgate, and the postern near the Tower. On
the west again, and on the bank of the river, he describes the
royal palace, which he calls an incomparable structure furnished
withbastions and a breast-work, at the distance of two miles
from the city, but united to it by a populous suburb ;since called the Strand. On the north were fields and pasture ; and beyond, an immense forest, (of whichEnfield-chaceis thought to be
a small remainder) ;among whoseinhabitants bears and wildbulls are enumerated. The military strength of the city he appears to exaggerate, and speaks of the politeness of the citizens
with uncommon praise. The privileged schools for youth are

particularly
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particularly noticed; and the followers of the several traces, it
appears, the venders of various commodities, and the labourers
of every kind, were daily to be found' in their proper and distinct places; as is yet the case among 'the Bazars of the East:
a circumstance which gives a sufficient explanation of the
names still retained to many of our streets. On the bank of
the river was a public eating house or cookery, where all who
chose to regale themselves repaired, whether of the higher olthe lower rank of life. Smithfield is mentioned as even then
the great mart for horses. Wine, it appears, was sold in vessels
on the river j and, among the more valuable articles of commerce, we find silks from China. From the mention of these
he proceeds to a minute description of the sports and pastimes;
informs us that even then, in lieu of the ancient shews of the
theatre, London had her mysteries and moralities; and, among
the winter sports, describes a game certainly intended for a
rough kind of skaiting. Fitzstephen, however, reckons two
inconveniences, " the excessive drinking of some foolish people,
and the frequent fire-," the latter owing as much probably to
the narrowness of the streets as to the houses being chiefly
Such was London in the reign of Henry
built with timber.
the Second.
The opening of the next reign was singularly marked by the
massacre of almost all the Jews in London. Their settling in
England is supposed to have been encouraged by the Conqueror, who probably knew the service they could render in
augmenting the commerce of the country. His son, William,
gave them still greater encouragement'; and, though always obnoxious, they do not seem to have felt the severest persecution
d
till
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till the reign of Richard the First. The day previous to
Richard's coronation, it was intimated to them not to appear at
the ceremony, but many of them endeavouring to satisfy their
curiosity, by carrying presents to the king, were opposed by the
royal domestics at the abbey door of Westminster : a rumour
soon spread among the populace that an order had been given
for their entire destruction; and they not only murdered the
defenceless Jews who fell in their way, but, hastening to the
city, massacred all whom they could meet with, and plundered
and burnt their habitations. The ringleaders of these barbarities, indeed, were found and executed ; but the detestation
in which the Jews were held increased for several reigns, as we
shall have occasion to remark hereafter ;till, having been drained of their wealth by every mean which fraud or extortion
could devise, they were expelled the kingdom.
It was at the coronation of Richard the First that Henry
Fitz-Alwyn, then only bailiff or portreve of London, claimed
and acted in the office of chief butler of the realm. Till this
time the portreve had been the only civil governor belonging
to the city ; but Richard, anxious to complete the resolution
of his father, and support the madness of the Crusade, received
from the citizens a large sum of money, and in return permitted them to choose annually two sheriffs, to assist in the
jurisdiction. The names of the two first upon record so
chosen are Henry de Cornehill and Richard Reyner, in 1188.
In 1197, the charter was obtained by purchase, from which the
city claims its jurisdiction and conservacy of the Thames : it
impowered them to remove all wears out of the river, and resigned the royal right to the annual duties arising from them.
The
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The payment of stipulated sums obtained several charters
from King John, by which these, and all the other privileges
of the city were confirmed : and in the year 1207, Henry FitzAlwyn was first elected to the trust of mayor, a dignity he had
held under a different name for twenty years successively before, but under the nomination of the Prince. The title, as
well as the office, having been borrowed from the Normans.
The reign of John, however, was marked by few circumstances that tended to increase the opulence of London : In
1211, the citizens, as an additional security, encompassed the
wall with a deep ditch, two hundied feet in width. In 1212,
a fire, which happened in Southwark, destroyed London-bridge,
and with it near three thousand lives. And in 1213, the
citizens witnessed at St. Paul's the renewal of the king's infamous subjection to the see of Rome.
In the beginning of the reign of Henry the Third, the city,
we are told, obtained from that prince five charters, on condition of paying him a fifteenth of their personal estates, by
which all their former privileges were confirmed, and some
others added. But these were only made to be broken ; for
this perfidious monarch frequently extorted money from the
citizens, and upon the slightest pretences imprisoned the mayor
and sheriffs. He seized the charters he had granted, and
made the citizens purchase new ones; and in the whole of. his
behaviour acted like a sharper, void of every principle of
honour and justice, or the least regard to his word, his promises, or his oaths. It was in this reign, 1218, that the
forest of Middlesex, already mentioned from Fitzstephen, was
disforested, and parcels of the land purchased by the citizens,
for the purposes of building, by which the suburbs of the
d
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city became enlarged to a considerable extent beyond the walls.
Lord Lyttelton, in the History of Henry the Second, takes
notice that it was full of yew trees, the growth of which was
particularly encouraged in those days, and for many succeeding ages, because the wood of them was esteemed the best for
making bows.
It will not be unentertaining if we give a picture of the
"
city from London and its Environs Described," as it appeared
about this time. The houses were mostly built of wood, and
thatched with straw or reeds, which was the occasion of very
frequent fires;and the city was supplied with water by men
who brought it in carriages from the Thames, and from the
brooks which ran through many of the principal streets. Thus
the river of Wells, so called from many springs or wells uniting
to supply its stream, arose in the north-west part of the city,
and ran into Fleet-ditch, at the bottom of Holborn-hill. This
small river, or brook, supplied several water-mills, and at
length from thence obtained the name of Turn-mill Brook.
The Olborn or Holborn, which arose where Middle-row
now stands, and flowed down the hill, also fell into Fleetditch ; and a few houses on its banks were called a village,
and distinguished (as early as 1086) by the name of this
rivulet. While the Fleet ran down Fleet-street, and also fell
into Fleet-ditch
Wall-brook entered the city through the wall between
Bishopsgate and Moorgate*, and after many turnings, emptied
itself into the Thames at Dowgate.

* The writer of this article saw its stream still trickling among the foundations

of the new buildings at the Bank, in November, 1803.

The
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The brook Langbourn rose near the east end of Fenehurchstreet, where, mixing with the soil, it rendered it marshy ;
but ran from thence with a swift current to Sherborne-lane,
and then, dividing into several rills, was lost in the Wall-brook
on Dowgate-hill.
The springs from whence all these streams arose were pretty
numerous, and several of them at their source formed deep
ponds ; particularly there was a large pond in Smithfield, supplied by its own spring ;and near Cripplegate a deep and dangerous pool, formed by Crowder's-well.
At length, the citizens being deprived of their usual supplies of water from the above brooks, by the encroachments
of buildings, and other ways, water was brought from six
springs in the town of Tyburn, by a leaden pipe of a six-inch
bore, which was made to supply leaden cisterns castellated
with stone. The first and largest of these conduits was
erected in West-cheap, in the year 1285, and afterwards the
number of these conduits were increased to about twenty*,
Mr. Stow informs us that it was customary for the lord
mavor, accompanied by the aldermen, and principal citizens
on horseback, to visit the heads from whence the conduits
were supplied, on the 18th of September, when they hunted
a hare before dinner, and a fox after it, in the fields beyond
St. Giles's.

* That which stood at Snow-hill
was

1NCENDIO CONSUMPTUM,

was taken down in 1742. The inscription
A°. 1666. RESTITUIT. S. P. (^ L. A0. 1672.

THOMA DAVIS MILITE PRÆTORE.
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In the reign of Edward the First, we find the city divided
into twenty-four wards ;the supreme magistrates of each of
which had the ancient Saxon title of Alderman ; and each
ward chose some of the inhabitants as. common council men,
who were sworn into their office : these were to be consulted
by the aldermen, and their advice followed, in all public affairs belonging to the city. Till this reign, the Londoners
had been almost entirely supplied with fuel from the woods
in their neighbourhood ; but the use of sea-coal now became
very frequent, particularly among the brewers, dyers, and
other trades who required large fires. The complaints of the
nobility and gentry, however, appear to have occasioned
more than one proclamation to forbid its use ; but the annual
produce of the duties, in the reign of Edward the Third, indicate the different injunctions to have been acted against in
open defiance.
It was in the reign of Edward the First that the Jews, who
had been long persecuted, were driven from the country.
Great as their extortions might have been, it seems more
than probable that their banishment was highly detrimental to
the trade of London, since within a short period of their departure, we find the Lombards, Friscobaldi, and other foreign
merchants, settling as bankers in the metropolis. Henry the
Third was covetous, and the Jews were rich : their wealth excited the envy of many ; and pretences were not difficultly
found to strip them of it. The king, more covetous than
just, no longer protected them. By the laity they were accused of crimes against the state ;by the clergy against religion :the first charged them with forgery, clipping, coining,
and
4
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and usury ; the latter of enchantment and crucifying the children of Christians, in contempt of the Christian religion.
These crimes, whether true or false, were sufficient to excite
a general clamour ; and afforded Henry a fair opportunity of
seizing their wealth; and his successor an excuse for expelling
them the kingdom, when they had nothingleft to seize. From
the grants which were immediately afterward made of their
possessions, they appear to have resided principally in Woodstreet, Lad-lane, Castle-street, Colechurch-street, Ironmongerlane, St.Olave, and St. Laurence Jewry. The modern quarter of
the Jews having been taken up of late years on the spot once
occupied by the priory of the Holy Trinity,nigh Aldgate. Their
ancient synagogue was suppressed under Henry the Third, of
whom it was obtained, in 1271, by the Fratres, de Sacca.
In 1314, the price of provisions becoming excessive dear in
London, the parliament took them into consideration, and settled them in a form which may possibly afford some notion of
the rate at which the inhabitants were living: they were to be
sold at the fixed prices, under a penalty to the vender of forfeiting his goods,.

....
..
....
......

The best grass-fed ox, alive, at
The best grain-fed ox, at
The best cow, at
The best hog of two years old, at
The best shorn mutton, at
The best goose, at
The best capon, at
The best hen, at
The best chickens, two for
The best youngpigeons, three for
Twenty eggs, at

....

_€. s.

0 16
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0

1 4
0 12

0

0

3

4

0
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4

0

0 0

3

0
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0 0 If
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In the beginning of the next reign, the city obtained a very
great addition to its privileges ;among the immunities granted
by Edward the Third, in 1327, were, that the mayor should
be constantly one of the judges of oyer and terminer for the
trial of criminals confined in Newgate; that the citizens should
have the privilege of trying a thief or robber within the jurisdiction of the city, and the power of reclaiming a citizen apprehended elsewhere for felony, in order to try him within its
walls ; with a right to all the goods and chattels of all felons
convicted within their jurisdiction ; that the city liberties
should not be seized for a personal offence, or the iniquitous
judgment of any of its magistrates; and that no market should
be kept within seven miles of the city of London : a clause
which has been serviceable to its interests in a very recent
instance.
By a second charter, Southwark was granted for the good
and benefit of the citizens. And a few years afterward a privilege was granted for a gold or silver mace to be carried before
the chief magistrate, as well as the title of lord, added to that
of mayor.
But London, much as it may be supposed to have flourished in the reign of Edward the Third, was at one time sadly
injured by a pestilence, in 1348. So great was the mortality
that the common cæmiteries for the dead were not found sufficiently capacious for the bodies. In one ground alone, on the
spot where the Charter-house now stands, no less than fifty
thousand are said to have been interred. London, indeed, was
extremely populous, but the ravages of the pestilence, we are
assured by Arnold, reduced the price of provisions so low
that
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that a few of the articles are worth comparing with the prices
of those already mentioned.
JE. s. d.
The best fed ox was reduced to 0 4 0
0 10
The best cow to
or
steer
0 0 6
The best heifer
The best wether
0 0 4
0 0 3
The best ewe
The best lamb
0 0 2
.005
The best hog

...

.. . . .

And a fine horse, before worth forty shillings, was reduced to
six shillings and eightpence. The riches and reputation of
the city, however, appear to have been diminished but in a
small degree, since soon after, in 1363, Henry Picard, late
mayor of London, gave a most sumptuous entertainment to the
kings of England, Scotland, France and Cyprus, the Prince of
Wales, and the greater part of the nobility.
In passing from the reign of Edward the Third, it may not
be irrelevant to mention that to that monarch we are principally indebted for the great encouragement of Archery, in the
practice of which the citizens of London afterward became so
famous. The long-bow appears to have been brought into
general use about the time of Edward the First : although the
fields of Finsbury, if Stow may be relied on, were not occupied by the citizens of London for its regular practice till
1498. From that time to the period of the grand rebellion,
archery received continual encouragement ;and though in the
succeeding reigns it fell into disrepute, the citizens of London
appear never to- have forgotten its ancient glory. The artillery
e
company
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company still has an Archer's Division ;and till within these
few years, many of the ancient shooting marks were to be seen
among the fields in the neighbourhood of Hoxton. Grubstreet, which is mentioned in an ancient deed in the British
Museum as early as the fifth year of Edward the Second, was
in old times principally inhabited by the fletchers, bowyers,
bowstring makers, and others who traded in the implements of
archery ;the vicinity of whose residence to Finsbury-fields is
here sufficiently accounted for.
Till the fifth of Richard the Second, little of consequence
occurs in the history of London, when it suffered severely in
the rebellion usually called Wat Tyler's. The origin of this
singular insurrection has long been known: and the sentiments expressed by the insurgents are worthy observation,
since they were singularly coincident with the cry of liberty
and toleration at a later period. On the ioth of June 138 1,
the rebels having mustered on Blackheath an hundred thousand strong, entered Southwark, where they set at liberty the
prisoners in the King's Bench and Marshalsea; levelled to the
ground the houses of all lawyers and quest men; burnt the
archiepiscopal residence at Lambeth, with the rich furniture,
books, and registers ;and destroyed the public stews which
were then tolerated on the Bank-side. For a single day the
bridge gate was shut against them : but they were afterwards,
from prudential motives, admitted into the city ;and being
joined by the rabble of the town, they hastened to the palace
of the Savoy, where, in the preceding reign, the king of France
had lived a prisoner. The Savoy was, at this time, one of the
most magnificent structures in the kingdom, the residence of

John
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John of Gaunt, the celebrated duke of Lancaster. Having set
fire to it in several places,they caused proclamation to be made
that no one should convert any part of the rich effects to his own
use under pain of death ;and actually flunginto the fire one of
their companions who had reserved a piece of plate. They afterwards found certain barrels, which they thought had been
gold and silver, and flung them into the flames ; but the contents proving to be gunpowder, blew up the great hall and destroyed several houses. From the Savoy they hastened to the
Temple, which was then inhabited by the lord high treasurer,
and"burnt it, with all the records in chancery, as well as the
other inns of court. After these ravages the rebels divided into
three parties ; one advanced to the rich priory of St. John of
Jerusalem, nigh Smithfield, whichhaving burnt, they proceeded
to the abbot's mansion at Highbury.
The second division
marched to the tower, where they seized the lord high treasurer,
abbot of the monastery just mentioned, and the archbishop of
Canterbury, (although guarded by twelve hundred soldiers,)
and hurrying them to the hill just by, beheaded them. The
third division, which were the Essex party, proceeded to Mileend ; where, being met by the king, he agreed to their demands,
and the same day they dispersed to their respective homes.
Wat Tyler, however, and his companions, under the plausible pretence of reforming public abuses, continued their disorders in London and its neighbourhood. They liberated the
prisoners in the Fleet and Newgate, plundered and destroyed
the houses of the Lombards, whose residence was in the street
which yet retains their name, and dragging the merchants
themselves from the churches, where they had fled for refuge.,
e2
beheaded
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beheaded them in the streets. And not content with murdering
many of the most eminent among the citizens, they made proclamation not only for the beheading of all lawyers, and persons
concerned in the Exchequer, but even of all who, in those days
of ignorance, were capable of writing. Richard, encouraged by
his success at Mile-end, made one, if not more, fruitless efforts
to negociate with their leader. And, as Froissart relates, returning through Smithfield fromhis orisons at Westminster, accompanied by about forty horse, came unawares upon the rebels,
who were no less than twenty thousand strong, opposite the
priory of St. Bartholomew. Froissart is minute, but differs very
little from the generality of our historians. Tyler no sooner
saw the king than he rode boldly up to him, and stated from
the rebels the most absurd and extravagant demands ;professing
that nothing would satisfy them but a commission to behead all
lawyers, and the abolition of all the ancient laws of the kingdom. His deportment was at last so rude that the king ordered Sir William Walworth, the mayor of London, officially to
arrest him ;who, having brought Tyler to the ground with his
sword, the other attendants assisted in dispatching him. The
rebels observing what was done, bent their bows to revenge their
leader'sdeath ;but Richard, though only fifteen years of age,
with a prudence and bravery which did him more credit than
"
almost any action ofhis life, rode forward,crying, My friends,
will you kill your king ? Be not troubled for the loss of your
leader. Iwill be your captain, and grant what you desire."
Having marched under his direction to St. George's-fields, they
suddenly found a thousand citizens, completely armed, to oppose them : and, being struck with an unusual panic, threw
down

—
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down their arms, obtained their pardon, and immediately dispersed. The dagger in the first quarter of the city arms is said
to have been added in remembrance of Sir William Walworth's
bravery in this transaction. Jack Straw, another principal in
the rebellion, was taken in an eating-house in the city, tried before the mayor, and executed, and his head, with Wat Tyler's,
placed on London-bridge.
vv
In 1389, Smithfield, which had so lately been the scene of rebel tumult, was honoured by a martial tournament on the Sunday after Michaelmas: it had been proclaimed in all the principal courts of Europe, and was attended by many foreigners ofthe
most distinguished rank. On the day appointed, a pompous
cavalcade of sixty ladies sat out from the Tower, all richly
dressed, and mounted on fine horses. Those who came on the
king's party, says Fabian, had their armour and apparel garnished with white harts that had crowns of gold about their
necks. Twenty-four, thus apparelled,led the horses ofthe same
number of ladies by chains of gold. The justs continued four
days, in the presence ofthe king, the queen, and the whole court ;
his majesty himself giving proofs of his skill and dexterity the
second day. During the whole time, open house was kept at the
king's expence, at the bishop of London's palace, for the entertainment of all persons of distinction ;and every night the diversions concluded with a ball.
Two years afterward, 1392, an affray which originated between a baker's man and one of the servants of the bishop of Salisbury, (whose town residence was in Fleet-street) was made a
pretext for depriving London of the favour of the Crown. The
real cause, however, was the refusal of the city to maintain the
luxury
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luxury and profuseness of the king by an extraordinary loan.
Richard having conferred withhis council, came to a resolution
"
that it was not only expedient, but very requisite, that the insolent pride of those presumptuous Londoners should be speedily
repressed :" accordingly the mayor and sheriffs were degraded
from their office; thegovernment ofthe city delivered to a custos;
the citizens fined three thousand marks ; their liberties seized ;
seventeen persons appointed aldermen duringthe royal pleasure ;
and the king and the nobility not only withdrew to York, but
removed with them from Westminster the courts of justice.
Submission, however, and payment of the fine, occasioned the
restoration of nearly all the city liberties : and the king, returning toLondon, was met at Shene, or Richmond-heath, by four
hundred citizens on horseback, dressed in a rich uniform, with
the recorder at their head, who made a speech,in whichhe humbly begged pardon for their past offences, and earnestly intreated
his majesty to honour the chamber of London withhis presence;
to which he consenting, they attended him to St. George'schurch, in Southwark, where he was received by a solemn procession of the clergy, and five hundred boys in surplices, with
the bishop of London at their head. At London-bridge he was
presented with a fine horse, adorned with trappings of gold brocade ;and his queen with a fine pad, accoutred withvery noble
furniture. The city never was more richly embellished than on
this occasion, for the inhabitants of every rank strove to outvie
each other in honour of the reconciliation with their sovereign :
the streets were lined with the city companies in their formalities ; the houses hung with rich silks and tapestry ; and the
conduits, all the while,ran with a variety of wines. At the stand4
ard,
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ard, in Cheapside, a magnificent pageant was erected, on which
was placed a boy, in white, to represent an angel, who, upon
the king's approach, presented him with wine in a gold cup,and
placed on his head a crown of gold, adorned with a variety of
pearls and precious stones ; as well as another on the head of
the queen. At St. Paul's the king made an offering, and was
thence conducted, with the same solemnity, by the lord mayor,
aldermen and sheriffs, to the palace at Westminster, where the
next day they made his majesty a present of two silver basons
gilt, with a thousand nobles of gold in each ; curious pictures
ofthe Trinity, valued at eight hundred pounds; and several other
valuable presents as well to him as to the queen. But after all
were obliged to pay an additional fine of ten thousand pounds
before he would restore them the right of chusing their own
magistrates an action which not only destroyed their affection
for the prince who oppressed them with such rigour and injustice,but probably occasioned them at another period to receive
the duke of Lancaster with open gates.
In 1396 the king, and his royal consort, Isabella, then but
eight years old, were met by the citizens upon their coming
from France, and were conducted with extraordinary magnificence through the city. But, two years after, the Londoners
fell once more under the royal displeasure. Petitioningto have
their taxes taken off, and against entering into a treaty with the
French king about the delivering up of Calais, Richard was so
exasperated against them that he obliged many of the richest
of the citizens to sign and seal blank papers sent them by the
ministry, who afterwards filled them up at pleasure with such
sums as were likely to drain them effectually. The interest and
intercession

—
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intercession alone, we are told, of bishop Robert Braybroke,and
of Roger Walden, archbishop of Canterbury, saved them from
other marks of the king's displeasure.
Such were the causes which rendered Richard odious to the
citizens ;and when Henry, of Bolingbroke, was invited by the
people, occasioned them to receive him at London as the deliverer of the nation ;expressing their joy by magnificent shews,
solemn processions of the clergy, and the loudest acclamations.
Richard, returning from the Irish expedition, surrendered to his
competitor, who sent him to London, confined him in the tower,
and obliged him to resign his crown.
The reign of Henry theFourth was distinguished by no remarkable disputes between the king and the citizens : immediately after his coronation he rendered himself extremely popular
by ordering the blank papers, which had been extorted from the
rich citizens, to be burnt at the standard inCheapside : and engaged their affection still farther by repealing the statute of the
27th of Edward the Third, whereby the mayor, aldermen, and
sheriffs of London, in default of good government in the city,
were to be tried as delinquentsby a foreign inquest. The citizens were not long before they found an opportunity of displaying their gratitude for Henry's favours. The king informed ofa plot by some of the most powerful ofthe lords to assassinate him, repaired to London, disclosed the whole affair to
the mayor, withhis commands to raise the citizens with the utmost expedition, both for his own and their defence. The mayor
so effectually obeyed his majesty's orders that, in a few hours,
he raised six thousand men completely armed. Henry, hearing
that the conspirators had been at Windsor, with hopes to surprize
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prise him there, collected about fourteen thousand more, effective men, from the environs ofthe capital, and, marching from
the city, encampedon Hounslow-heath to wait their approach.
But the promptness of the Londoners, and the army they so readily furnished, struck a panic in the rebels ; who not only dispersed, but left their leaders to the mercy of the king.
The charter granted to the city by Henry IV. in 1400, contains one or two additional privileges : and the wisdom of the
administration, four years after, encouraged foreign trade in a
manner highly beneficial to the interests ofLondon.
In 1407 a dreadful plague carried off no less than thirty thousand of the inhabitants, whereby corn became so cheap that
wheat sold at 3s. 4d. the quarter.
In 1409, however, the state of the citizens was so wellrestored
that we find the nobility and gentry of the kingdom attending
a play, concerning the Creation of the World, acted at Skinner's
Well, nigh Clerkenwell,by the parish clerks of London. And
they afterward adjourned to Smithfield, to be present at a tournament between the marshal and gentlemen of Hainault, challengers, and the earl of Somerset and a similar number of Englishmen, defendants. The engagement turned out greatly to
the honour of theEnglish, who,allbut one, came offconquerors.
The next year had almost proved fatal to the Londoners. A
dispute arising between the servants of prince Thomas and
prince John, the king's sons, and other servants belonging to
the court, at a city entertainment, the princes received some insult ;and though the mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs repaired
thither to appease the riot with the utmost diligence, they were
still summoned to appear before certain commissioners appointed
f

to
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tumult. On this occasion judge Gascoyne
advised them to submit to the king's mercy ;but they insisting
they had done the utmost in their power to preserve the peace,
the king became fully satisfied with their conduct.
In this year, too, we read of the terrible execution of John
Bradby, or Badby, for adhering to the doctrines of Wicliffe.
He was convicted of heresy before the archbishop of Canterbury, brought to Smithfield, placed in a cask, and burnt. Heniy,
prince of Wales, was present at the execution, and offered him
a free pardon, on condition of his abjuring before the fire was
kindled ;but Bradby rejected it. After he was in the fire the
prince had him loosed, and again offered him, not only life, but
a pension, if he would recant the Lollard doctrines : but this
proposition being rejected, he was remanded to the stake, and
sealed the doctrines with his blood. Bradby is the second person on record who was burnt in England for heresy : the first
was William Sawtrey, the parish priest of St. Osith, London,
who was executed in Smithfield, in 1400.
The same year, 1410, Stocks Market was erected, on the spot
now occupied by the Mansion-house, as well as the guild-hall.
Till this time the city hall was but a mean cottage, situated in
Aldermanbury, and far too small for transacting the business of
the corporation, which was increasing every day.
In 1412, as Fabian tells us, a great council was held at the
White Friars, where, amongother things, preparations wereconsidered for the king's journey to the holy land ;but immediately
after the feast of Christmas, while making his prayers at St. Edward's shrine at Westminster, he was seized with sickness, and
being removed to the Jerusalem chamber, in the abbot's lodgings,
died on the 20thof March following.
to enquire into the
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In the reign of Henry the Fifth the citizens chiefly distin-

guished themselves by the splendid cavalcade with which they
conducted that brave prince through the city on his return from
the field of Agincourt. The mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs, in
their scarlet robes, attended by three hundred principal citizens,
mounted on stately horses, richly accoutred, met his majesty on
Black-heath. The clergy, too, inmagnificent copes, and preceded
by crosses and censers burning with frankincense, met him at St.
Thomas of Watering, beyond Kent-street. The city was decorated, as usual,in the most sumptuous manner, and the conduits
ran withvarious sorts of wines. And the next day the mayor,
aldermen, and citizens went to Westminster, and presented his
majesty with a thousand pounds in gold, in two basons of the
same metal and value. In this reign Moorgate was first built :
and Sir Henry Barton, mayor in 1416, first ordered lanthorns to
be hung out to illuminate the streets by night. Indeed, it is surprising that so useful and necessary a regulation was not made
much earlier, considering the multitude and wealth of the inhabitants, the brooks which still ran through some of the
streets, and the dirt occasioned by their lyingmuch lower than
at present.
In 1419, Sir Thomas Eyre, compassionating the distress to
which the poor very frequently were driven by the scarcity of
corn, built Leaden-hall at his own expence, and gave it to the
city to be employed as a public granary. He likewise founded
a chapel on the east side, where, in the time of Edward the
Fourth, a fraternity of the Trinity was founded, consisting of
sixty priests beside other brethren and sisters ; with an obligation for part of them to perform service every market-day, for
the
f 2
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the benefit of those who came to market. At the dissolution
of this foundation, Leaden-hall was alienated for different purposes : it was at one time a market both for wool and many
foreign commodities : afterwards it was converted into an armoury, and was often used as the resort for the military musters
of the citizens. In its present state, as far as its remains extend, it serves principally as a market for meat, hides, and leather.
This was the year in which Sir Richard Whittington filled the
chief magistracy for the third time : of whom traditionhas conveyed to posterity the most incredible anecdotes. Industry and
integrity raised him from an humble state to affluence : and the
Cat, it is said, of which we have all heard from our nurses, was
no more than the name of a ship, whose fortunate voyages assisted his progress in the world. The entertainment he gave to
Henry and his queen at Guildhall, immediately after the conquest of France, will probably afford the truest idea of his
wealth. On this occasion he caused a fire to be made of wood
mixed with cinnamon and other spices and aromatics, and
tore and burnt in it the king's bond of ten thousand marks
due to the company of mercers; another of fifteen hundred
marks, due to the chamber of London ;a third of two thousand
due to the grocers ;another of three thousand marks due to several other companies ;and divers others ;in all to the amount
of sixty thousand pounds, borrowed by the king to pay his army
in France : and then told his majesty that he had taken in and
discharged all those debts, and made his majesty a present of
the whole. Beside this great act of public good, he founded and
endowed several charities. He built the church of St. Michael
in
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in the ward of Vintry, and added to it a college, still existing.
Near which he also erected an hospitalor Maison dieu-, gave handsomely to St. Bartholomew's hospital, and left sufficient by his
will to rebuild Newgate. The citizens, particularly the mercers, long kept his anniversary with particular respect. Among
the returns of chantries, &c. in the second year of Edward the
Sixth, is the following from the Mercer's company :

" Paide

yerely for the obitte of Master Whittington for spicest brede with
the spices and whyte bunes and butter with other thinges thereto apperteyninge
xlis. viij./. For perres, apples, pyskettes, chese, ale and wyne and the butteler's fee
with other thinges xxviij.?. viij-/. For waxeand ringing of bells ijs. To the poor
men for to offer xiij./. To theLord Maior of London vj.?. viij-/. To the thre wardens of theMercers iijli. and to the rent Warden xls. To the clarke oftheMercer
ixli. vjs. ijd:"
yjs. viijrf. And as for priestes andclerkes wenever paid none

..

Rather better than two years after Sir Richard Whittington's
entertainment,the king died, August the 3 ist, 1422. His corpse
was brought, in a most pompous manner, on an open chariot,
to St.Paul's cathedral, attended by the king of Scotland, as chief
mourner, with all the princes of the blood, the nobility, and
principal gentry of the kingdom. The obsequies were there
performed with the greatest solemnity; and the royal corpse afterward carried to the abbey of St. Peter's Wesminster, and deposited among his ancestors.
After the death of this great conqueror, his young son, Henry VI. being crowned king of France at Paris, the citizens, on
his return, expressed their loyalty in a very extraordinary manner ; for the royal infant was met on Blackheath by the lord
mayor of London, dressed in crimson velvet, with a large furred
hat,

HISTORY OF LONDON.

38

hat, a girdle of gold about his waist, and a bawdrick of gold
about his neck, waving down his back. He was followed by
three horsemen dressed in scarlet and silver, and attended by
the aldermen in scarlet gowns and crimson hoods, while the citizens were clothed in white gowns and scarlet hoods, with the
symbol belonging to each mystery richly embroidered upon their
sleeves. They were all on horseback ;and from thence preceded
his majesty to London, where he was received with the utmost
pomp. The city, on this occasion, was decorated withrichsilks
and carpets ;and on the bridge, and in the streets through which
the cavalcade passed, were erected a variety of stately pageants,
filled withpersons representing the Muses, Gracesand Sciences ;
and from these pageants orations were made, and concerts performed of vocal and instrumental music. Two days after, the
lord mayor and aldermen attended the king at Westminster, and
presented him with a golden hamper, containingone thousand
pounds in nobles.
In 1441, John Hatherly, the mayor, applied for and obtained
the royal leave to rebuild and beautify the cross which Edward
the First had erected, in 1290, in Cheapside, as a memorial of
affection for his beloved Eleanor : and at the same time petitioned for the royal aid to repair the common granary of the
city, the conduits, and to finish other improvements then carrying on for supplying the citizens with water.
From this time to the year 1450, the annals of the city afford little that is entitled to particular notice. But in this year
Jack Cade, an Irishman, assumed the person and name of John
Mortimer,(ofthe blood ofthe family ofMarch,) whohad beenbeheaded intheearly part ofthe present reign. Under the hackneyed
4
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pretence of delivering the nation from the oppressive measures of
the court, he raised himself an army sufficiently strong to make
its way to London. He encamped on Blackheath, over-awed
the whole country round, and for a considerable time raised
horses, arms, and money, by various stratagems, from the Genoese and other foreign merchants in London. The king
marched against him with fifteen thousand men : but Cade, by
a feint, retreating into the woods near Seven Oaks, hoped to draw
the king's forces after him in a disorderly manner. The king,
deceived by the stratagem, returned to London withhis army,
and ordered Sir Humphry Stafford to follow the rebels with a detachment, and disperse them ; but both Stafford, with his best
officers, and the army under his command, were cut to pieces.
Cade, flushed with victory, marched directly for the capital, and
so terrified the king by his demands thathe fled withthe queen
to the castle of Kenilworth in Warwickshire. The rebel having arrived in Southwark took up his quarters at the White-hart
inn ; and summoned the citizens to admit his forces.
At his entrance he endeavoured to ingratiatehimself withthe
Londoners, by strict orders that his followersshould commit no
violence, and pay ready money for their purchases, on pain of
death ;in the evening he withdrew from the city into Southwark, but, returning the next day, he caused Lord Say, the lord
high treasurer, to be arraigned by a commission at Guildhall :
whence, when that nobleman claimed the right of trial by his
peers, he hurried him from the bar to the standard in Cheapside,
and beheaded him before he had time to finish his confession to
the priest : his head, fixed upon a spear, was carried before the
rebels in triumph, and his body havingbeen dragged at a horse's

tail
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tail to St. Thomas of Waterings, was there hung upon a gibbet,
and afterwards quartered. He committed other acts of cruelty,
whichhavebeen only paralleledwithinthese few years. Sir James
Cromer, the sheriffof Kent, was taken from the Fleet and beheaded in the midst of another party of the rebels, which had
encamped at Mile-end. His head was also fixed upon a pole,
and carried, together withLord Say's, before the rebels through
every principal street, Cade making the heads kiss each other in
every one.
Cade now got to plundering the citizens : some he stripped
of all their valuable furniture and treasure ; and obliged those
suspected of secreting their money to purchase their lives at his
own price. Miseries like these awakened the minds of the citizens, and brought them to a resolution to shut theirgates against
the rebels as soon as Cade and his men should march back in the
evening to Southwark. In this they were seconded by Lord
Scales, the constable of the tower, and Sir Matthew Gough, his
lieutenant, who were so well prepared to defend the passage of
the bridge that, when Cade attempted next day to force his way,
the rebels were repulsed. Theloss which Cade sustained in this
engagement diminished his army considerably : and archbishop
Stafford, high chancellor of England, seizing the opportunity
to work upon the fears of the insurgents, got an act of indemnity proclaimed in Southwark the night following: which
tended to disperse the rebel force in such a sudden and effectual manner that next morning Cade found himself entirely
deserted. Having shipped the richest part of his booty for Rochester, he fled himself, in disguise, to the woody parts of Sussex, where he was detected and killed in a garden at Hothfield :
his
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his body was put into a cart and brought to London, and his
head, with those of several of his companions, fixed on London-bridge. Thus ended a riot, which, under a leader of higher
rank and greater honour, might have produced a revolution.
The king, delivered from this dangerous insurrection, marched
through London on the fourth of March, 145 1;and, to shew
his approbation to the citizens for their good conduct, appointed
Godfrey Fielding, the mayor, one of his privy council.
From the first institution of the mayoralty till 1454, the
procession to Westminster, where the lord mayor took the oath,
had been constantly made on horseback. But in this year Sir
John Norman, draper, being mayor, caused a barge to be
made at his own expense, and in that was rowed to Westminster, attended by most of the companies, who had barges, in a
superb manner. This alteration was so pleasant, and so profitable to the watermen who plied their boats at that time upon
they made a song in praise
the Thames, that, as Stow tells us,
"
of their new mayor, beginning, Row thy boat, Norman."
From what we may collect among the ancient chroniclers in
former ages, this procession was managed withmuch pomp and
grandeur, as every company constantly attended, drest ih their
richest habits, with a vast variety of banners, flags, and streamers, on which were figured the arms of the companies, and the
emblems of the several crafts or trades : the houses also, in such
streets as they passed through, were ornamented and hung out
with rich cloths and arras ; which was in that age a great and
special mark of elegance and finery. In more ancient times the
lord mayor used to ride forth in procession, his mace with the
officers before him, and guarded round withhenchmen.

—
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In the short compass allotted to this part of the Picture of
London, it is impossible to give a minute account of the manner in which the citizens interested themselves in the different
revolutions of politics during the life of Henry the Sixth.
Notwithstandingtheir early professions of loyalty, his illsuccess and weakness made them almost constantly join his enemies, and was one principal cause of his ruin. Though it
seems probable that they would have shewn more favour to
his cause, had his queen made a less cruel use of the victories
she obtained. The borderers both of England and Scotland

had been allured to her standard, previous to the battle of
Wakefield, only by the promise of permission to plunder all
the country beyond Trent : and at St. Alban's her troops spent
several days in plundering the adjacent country, in opposition
to the most peremptory commands. This latter act gave the
Londoners time to recover from the consternation they were
in, and inspired them with a resolution to expose themselves
to any danger, rather than admit such savage plunderers.
They even stopped a few waggons, loaded with provisions,
which the magistrates had sent to the queen at her desire.
Despairing, therefore, of gaining the capital, upon receiving
intelligence that the Duke of York was advancing at the head
of a superior army, she was obliged to relinquish all the advantages of her last victory, and retire withher army into the
north.
TheEarl of Warwick, collecting the remains of his scattered
troops, joined the Duke of York at Chipping Norton, who,
finding that his enemies had decamped, instead of pursuing
them, proceeded to the capital, into which he entered February
28,
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28, 1461, amidst the loudest acclamations of the citizens; and
on the following days great crowds of people, from Kent,
Essex, and the neighbouring counties, came to the city to join
his standard. Edward wisely determined to improve the opportunity. His army being mustered in St. John's fields, on
Sunday, March 2, and a prodigious number of citizens come
out to view it, the Lord Fauconbridge, who superintended the
muster, took an opportunity to harangue the people on the
unfitness of King Henry for government, on the misfortunes
of his reign, and on his violation of the solemn agreement he
had made by attempting to deprive the Duke of York of the
succession; and concluded with asking them if they would
have Henry to reign over them any longer ? The answer which
they gave may be easily conceived. A great council was assembled the next day of all the prelates, nobles, chief magistrates, and principal gentlemen in and about London; to
which Edward, in person, explained his title to the crown,
and insisted on that article of the late solemn agreement, by
"
which it was stipulated, That, if King Henry attempted in
any way to break the said agreement, the crown should immediately devolve to the Duke of York, or his heirs ;" and then
left the council to consider what he had represented. The decision of the council was exactly like the decision of the people :
they concluded with entreating Edward to accept that crown
which was his undoubted right: and Edward, after a short
apology for his youth and inexperience, complied with their
request. On Tuesday the 4th of March, he went inprocession
to St. Paul's to hear te deum; from thence he proceeded to Westminster Hall, where, being seated on the throne, with the
g 2
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sceptre in his hand, he received the homage of the great men

who were present. He was then conducted into the church,
seated in the king's seat, and made offerings at the shrine of
Saint Edward.
Thus virtually ended the inglorious reign of Henry the Sixth.
As an usurper, however, we cannot consider him. When he
was afterward accused of usurpation, in the Tower, this was
"
the answer which he made : My father and grandfather were
kings of England, I was enthroned when I was an infant,
crowned when Iwas a child, received the voluntary homage of
all my subjects, and enjoyed the regal authority,unchallenged,
almost forty years."
Edward the Fourth, the very day he was proclaimed, gave
the citizens a singular specimen of that cruelty which afterward
stained his character. Walter Walker, a grocer in Cheapside,
having joked upon Edward's authority, by saying he would
make his son heir to the crown (the sign of his own house)
was immediately apprehended, and seven days after taken to
Smithfield and beheaded. Edward again marched his army to
the north, met the Lancastrians at Towton in Yorkshire,
and having once more the good fortune to support his exaltation by his sword, was received by the Londoners, on his
return, with the greatest demonstrations of joy. His coronation was fixed for the 29th of June, St. Peter's day, and he
rode to it in great state, amid the acclamations of the citizens,
from the Tower.
In the second year of his reign, he shewed his gratitude in
a new charter of confirmation to the citizens; as well as in a
second granting them the tronage, weighing, and measuring
of
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of wool; in consequence of which, persons were appointed,
with the mayor, to regulate the prices to be paid for warehouse
room and tronage at Leadenhall.
At this time, we are told corn was so very plenty that wheat
was sold at as. the quarter, barley at is. iod. and oats at is.
ad. ; and wines, both white and red, at 8d. the gallon.
The year 1463 furnishes a curious anecdote of the mayor's
claim to precedence in the city and its liberties. An entertainment having been provided at Ely House, on a call of new
serjeants at law, to which the mayor, aldermen, principal citizens, and great officers of state had been invited, a contest
about precedency arose between the lord mayor and the lord
high treasurer. The baron took possession of the most honourable seat ;while the mayor insisted on the pre-eminence over
all persons, as being the king's representative in the city.
The lord treasurer, however, resolving to keep his place, the
mayor retired home with his fellow magistrates and citizens,
and entertained his followers in a very elegant manner.
Two years after this, 1465, the citizens conceived their
liberties infringed upon, by the erection of a scaffold and gallows upon Tower-hill without their privity. They applied to
the king for redress, who not only ordered, by proclamation,
that the same should be taken down, but that the erection
should not be made a precedent at any future time, for encroachments on the rights and privileges of London.
About this time another proclamation was issued to suppress the ridiculous fashion, in London, of wearing shoes with
toes of an immoderate length ;enjoining that in future the
beaks or toes of shoes should not exceed the length of two

inches.
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inches, under pain of excommunication, and forfeiture of twenty
shillings for each offence, to be divided between the king, the
chamber of London, and the cordwainers' company. The
manuscript illuminationsof this period afford many other preposterous articles of dress, beside shoes: though it must be
owned that these deserved the interference of sumptuary laws,
since, as the historians of the time affirm, they were even frequently connected with the knees by silver chains or laces.
In 1469, when the Earl of Warwick rebelled against the
king he had himself placed upon the throne, the mayor and
citizens of London obtained possession of the Tower, and on
their entrance removed King Henry from the place of his confinement, wherehe had remained six years, to the royal apartments. During the distraction which it is easy to conceive
would accompany such a sudden change, London was first
plundered by Sir John Gates ; and afterward attacked in a
more systematic form by Nevil, usually called the bastard of
Fauconbridge, under the specious pretext of Henry's welfare.
Having been refused admission at London-bridge, he ravaged
Southwark ;and dividing his army, which consisted of no less
than seventeen thousand men, into three parties, he directed
one to storm the bridge, another to attack Aldgate, and a third
Bishopsgate ;but after a little time they were not onlyrepulsed
but the insurrection quelled.
The exaltation of Henry, however, was temporary ;and in
1471, Edward, having returned from Holland with a fresh
army, reached St. Alban's without opposition. Henry rode
through the city, imagining that his presence might confirm
the citizens in their loyalty : but in this he was woefully mis4
taken ;
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taken ; for they not only opened their gates to Edward but
the archbishop of York, one of the firmest adherents of the
Lancastrian party, bargained for his own security both by
the surrender of the Tower, to Edward, and of the unfortunate
king himself, who was still doomed to be the sport of fortune.
Edward, having taken proper measures for the security of
London, began his march to fight the Earl of Warwick, the
last remaining friend of Henry : The armies met nigh Hadley, in the neighbourhoodof Barnet, on Easter Sunday in the
morning, when the quarrel of the Roses was finally decided
by a complete victory in favour of the Yorkists.
In 1472, it appears, there was but one pair of stocks in
London, and those at the market where the mansion-house
has been since erected : but this year they were ordered by the
mayor to be set up in every ward.
In 1473, Edward, being unable to prevail upon his parliament to raise the necessary supplies for the recovery of his
rights in France, had recourse to a new scheme for raising
money, under the specious appellation of a benevolence: by
which means he obtained from the wealthy Londoners (who
set the example) and the opulent gentry of the country, sufficient to raise an army of one and thirty thousand. He
transported it to Calais, but soon failed in the expedition.
But this year was more remarkable for the alteration which
was made in the election of the mayor and sheriffs, for it
"
was ordained by an act of common-council, That for the
future the choice of mayor and sheriffs should be in the
masters, wardens, and liveries of the city corporations." A
custom which continues to the present time.
Afterward,
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Afterward, in 1479, the city, for the sum of 1923I. 19s. 8d.
which they remitted to the king, obtained the liberty of purchasing land, &c. in mortmain to the value of 200 marks a
year: and also purchased for 7000I. the offices of package,
portage, garbling, guaging, wine-drawer, and coroner, to be enjoyed by them and their successors for ever. The satisfaction,
however, which the citizens felt on this occasion was allayed by
the fatal effects of a pestilence, wliich raged in London very
nigh a year.
In 148 1, the king, to repel an invasion ofthe Scots, raised an
army of twenty-two thousand men, for the support of whichhe
applied to the city for a loan ; when, in a consultation of the
citizens, it was resolved to grant him five thousand marks,
which were raised, in dueproportion, from the different parishes
by a commissioner and two assessors.
Such was the harmony which existed between the king and
his citizens of London that, when they had no more favours to
ask of his majesty, he devised a hunting match for their entertainment in the forest ofWaltham. The mayor, aldermen, and
chiefcitizens joined in the royal hunt ; many deer were killedin
the chace, and the day concluded with a feast, which the king
had provided for the citizens beneath a stately arbour. This was
one of the last actions of Edward's life in which the citizens of
London appear to have been concerned. On his death they
shewed great affection for his son, and when the duke of Gloucester seized the person of the young king at Stoney Stratford,
in his way to London, not only caught the alarm but joined the
nobility in great numbers ;many of whom thought it necessary
to take up arms, till the issue of a proceeding so dangerous and
unprecedented
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unprecedented should be known. The deportment ofthe duke
of Gloucester, when the citizens went out to Hornsey to meet
the king,deserves attention. He rode before the youngmonarch
uncovered, and frequently called upon the citizens to behold
their sovereign ; which not only gained him their affections,
but made them esteem the representations of his conduct they
had received, relative to the earl of Rivers and lord Grey, who
had been arrested, as purely the effects of malice. AndRichard,
in order to confirm the good opinion,not only did homage to
the king himself, but also invited the nobility to do the same ;
an action which seemed to place his loyalty beyond dispute.
While plotting the destruction or removal of his nephews, he
took up his residence within the city, apparently with a view to
remove the suspicions of the Londoners, but in fact to accomplish his deep designs with greater safety and alertness. The
house he inhabited is in part remaining, in the neighbourhood
of Bishopsgate, and is noticed by Shakespeare in Richard's request to lady Anne :

" Thatit may please you leave these sad designs

To him that hath more cause to be a mourner,
And presently repair to crosby-place :
have solemnly interr'd
Where— after I
At Chertsey monast'ry this noble king,
And wet his grave with my repentant tears,
Iwill with all expedientduty see you :
beseech you
For divers unknown reasonsI
Grant me this boon."

—

The situation of Crosby-house was peculiarly adapted to asTower, where
sist his views. It was at nogreat distance from the
the
h
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the young princes kept their state, and was still nearer to the manor of the Rose, now Merchant Taylor's school, wheretheduke of
Buckingham,the companionofhis artifice, usually resided. Crosby-place, however, did not long serve as a colouring to these pretences : there were still some among the nobility, about the
person of the young king, whom it appeared very necessary to
remove ; and lord Hastings fell the first victim to his cruel policy. The reasons which were assigned for Hastings' execution,
though related withminuteness by Richard himself, did not satisfy the citizens ; so that the protector, to avoid reports to his
discredit, ordered the death and treason of this unfortunate nobleman to be proclaimed in all the public places through the
city. The proclamation likewise involved the celebrated Jane
Shore, who, on the death of Edward, had become the mistress of

Hastings.
So great was the attachment of the citizens to the memory of
Edwardthe Fourth, and so strong their affection for his son, that

the duke of Buckingham long strove, in vain, to make them join
inraising Richard to the throne.
The duke of Gloucester had now recourse to other means.
He made the mayor one ofhis privy council, and gained the interest of an eloquent and popular preacher to intimate,from the
pulpit at Paul's Cross, not only that the young princes were illegitimate, but that Edward theFourthhimself was the offspring
of adultery, and that Richard was the lawful and wished-for
successor to the crown. The success of this manSuvre was,
however, trifling: but, the duke of Buckingham having harangued the citizens in a long speech at Guildhall, the lord
mayor, aldermen, and a few of the common council, were pre4
vailed
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vailed upon to go and persuade the inhuman monster to accept
the crown ; who received it withthe same hypocriticalhumility
which had marked his conduct from the death of Edward.
Previous to the coronation, the citizensof Winchester claimed
the office of chief butler to the king ;but the mayor ofLondon,
having enjoyed the privilege for ages, was not now denied it.
Whether Edward the Fifth and his brother were murdered or
concealed is a question entirely unconnected with the History
of London. Early in the reign of Richard, the duke of Buckingham, the partner of all his crimes, finding the serviceshe had
rendered neglected by the only man to whom they were of benefit, joined the party of the earl of Richmond, whose designs
against the throne were very early, though very cautiously, favoured by the citizens of London. The result of the contest
which afterward ensued need hardly be related. On the 28thof
August, 1485, the magistrates of London, in their scarlet robes,
accompanied by the chief citizens, met the new king, Henry the
Seventh, at Highgate ;when, having conducted his majesty,in a
close chariot, to St. Paul's, he offered his three standards, and retired to the bishop's palace, in the neighbourhood.
In the beginning of this reign the sweating sickness first
raged in London, carrying off great numbers within four-andtwenty hours ; but those who survived that period of time generally recovered : of this disease died two lord mayors, Thomas
Hylle and Sir.William Stokker, and oneof the sheriffs, in the space
of a year.
The year following, the privileges of the citizens were struck
at by their own magistrates, in a very extraordinary act of common council; which enjoined the citizens, under the penalty
h 2
of
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of a hundred pounds, not to carry any goods or merchandize
to any fair or market within the kingdom for seven years. But
it was so highly resented by the legislature that the next year it
was repealedin parliament;and the citizens were empowered to
carry on their commerce as usual, with the penalty of forty
pounds upon any one who should molest them in their trade.
During the early part of his reign, Henry the Seventh seems
to have been in great favour with the Londoners. In 1487,
when he returned withhis queen from the defeat of Lambert
Simnel, they met him at Highgate, and conducted him to hear
Te Deum at St. Paul's ;and in 1488, when he applied to them
for a loan of four thousand pounds, they not only advanced it
with the greatest cheerfulness but lent him, soon afterward, two
thousand more.
«
During this year, the complaint which occurs in the rolls of
parliament, both in the reigns ofRichard the Second and Henry
the Sixth, concerning the offensive slaughter-houses in the neighbourhood of Newgate-street, was renewed ;and it was ordained
that no butcher should kill any ox or cow within the walls of
London, under the penalty of one shilling for each offence, as
well as eight-pence for every other beast. The reason of the
application seems to have been that the citizens of London considered the stench occasioned by the putrid blood and entrails,
which were thrown into the channels of the street connected
with the Fleet river, as a great encouragement to the dissemination of the plague.
In 1492 Henry's parliament, for the prosecution of the war
with France, raised money by way of benevolence; when the
wealthier of the inhabitants of London were assessed by the
commissioners
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commissioners discretionally, and, including two hundred
pounds each paid by the aldermen, raised a sum but little
short of fifteen thousand pounds.
The king, it appears, was still anxious to retain their good
opinion : on twelfth day, 1494, he entertained the mayor, aldermen, and principal commoners, at Westminster with unusual
grandeur ;and detained them among the pleasures of the table
almost till the breaking of the following day. But the advice
of his court favourites, unluckily coinciding withhis avaricious
temper, led him soon afterward to acts of oppression which gradually lost him their affection. He resolved to raise money,
whichhe did not want, by forfeitures upon penal laws ; and began his exactions with Sir William Capel, one of the aldermen,
who was condemned to pay a fine of 2700I. but by great intercession procured its remission to 1600I.
London, however, still continued faithful to its allegiance,
and in 1497, wnen *ht Cornish-men, who had even reached
Black-heath, endeavoured to excite a general revolt, the citizens
not only erected batteries for the defence of the metropolis,but
shewed every disposition of attachment to the royal cause.
But Henry, much as he still expressed a kindness for the
Londoners, looked upon them as a mine whence sums of enormous magnitude might be occasionally drawn. In 1503, he obtained five thousand pounds for the confirmation of the city
liberties ; and four years afterward suffered Empson and Dudleys his chief favourites, to oppress some of the richer citizens
by the most cruel acts of rapacity and violence. They were
accused of imaginary crimes committed in their offices, dragged
to the Marshalsea, and confined without any legal process till

they
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they had redeemed themselves by large sums of money. The
same fate it appears would have befallen others, had not the
death of Henry intervened.
It was toward the latter end of the reign of Henry the Seventh, 1498, that the artillery-ground, as it is now called, was
first inclosed for the purposes of training and exercising the
archers and other military of the city ; although the company
which now occupies it did not arise till very near a century afterward.

Hitherto the History of London has been occasionally varied by
the introduction of the habits and manners which prevailed at
different periods; but perhaps no reign of English history
tends to place the customs ofits inhabitants in a stronger point
of view, or to exhibit the difference between the past times and
the present withmore effect, than that of Henry the Eighth.
On the day he was proclaimed he retired to the tower, not
only that he might avoid the tumultuary acclamations of the
people, but to enjoy leisure to attend to business ; and one of
his first proclamations gained him great popularity among the
Londoners, as it invited all, who had been injured by the too rigorous enforcement of antiquated penal laws in the late reign,
to lay their complaints before certain commissioners, appointed
not merely to hear but to redress their wrongs ; while Empson
and Dudley, the detested instruments of the vexatious prosecutions, were committed close prisoners to the tower.
At his coronation, on the 23d of June 1509, the procession
from the tower was remarkably magnificent ;and a slight sketch
ofit willexhibit more than one picture of our ancient dresses.
Henry himself was clothed in the richest manner ; his coat was
embossed

—
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embossed or raised with gold, and the placards covered with diamonds,rubies, emeralds and pearls, and thebawdnck on his neck
withbalasses ;while fromhis shoulders flowed a robe of crimson
velvet furred withermine. The trappings ofhis courser were of
damask, embroidered with gold and edged with an ermine border.
His attendant knights and esquires were in habits of crimson
velvet ; and the gentlemen and others of his chapel, with the
officers of the household and servants, in scarlet.
When the cavalcade proceeded from the fortress, five barons
of the cinque ports approached the king, and held over his head
a canopy of state ;and two persons rode before him, who represented the dutchies of Guienne and Normandy. The gentlemen who carried his cloak and hat were almost covered with
embroidery ; and their horses richly adorned withburnished silver, over which were thrown nettings of green silk and twist of
gold, fringed with gold and damask. Sir Thomas Brandon,
master of the horse, was habited in tissue embroidered with
golden roses : he led the king's horse by a silken rein, whose
harness and saddle were studded, in the expression of the re"
cord, with bullion gold, barr'd-wise." Nine children in blue
velvet, embroidered with golden fleur de lis, rode on coursers,
whose trappings were respectively adorned with the royal titles
of England, France, Gascoigne, Guienne, Normandy, Anjou,
Cornwall, Wales, and Ireland ; and over the robes of each hung
a chain of gold. The queen's retinue of lords, knights, and
esquires, were equally splendid in their apparel. Her majesty,
clothed in white satin embroidered, withher hair flowing down
her back, and a rich coronet upon her head, was seated in a chariot drawn by two white palfreys, with trappings of white and
gold.
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gold. And six persons of honour in white cloth of gold, with
many ladies in chariots,closed the train.
To render the pomp of this procession more conspicuous, the
streets through which it passed were railed, barred, and swept;
the generality of the houses were hung with tapestry and arras,
and the greater part of those on the south side of Cheapside
covered with gold brocade. The companies of the city were
arranged on stages from Gracechurch westward ;and the goldsmiths had virgins clad in white placed before them, bearing
branches with burning tapers ;while numbers of priests, in
the richest vestments of the altar, lined the way, some bearing
crosses, and others censing the royal pair with silver censers.
Henry took considerable pains to rivet the affections of tlie
Londoners ;and the next year, by a stretch of authority,then
not unfrequently encouraged, sacrificed the rapacious ministers
of his father to the resentment of the citizens ; while their
meaner instruments were pilloried, and led on horseback with
papers on their heads through the city.
The city watch, which in these times is entrusted to feeble,
poor, and sometimes, as occurrences have proved, even to dishonest individuals, was then a military force ofa peculiar kind,
consisting of substantial citizens, with amagistrate of some dignity at their head, in every ward : twice a year, on the vigils
of St. John Baptist and St. Peter and St. Paul, they had a solemn
march: to see which, on the first of these, in 1510, the young
king came incog, in the habit of a yeoman of the guard ; and
was so highly delighted with the sight that he returned on the
eve of St. Peter, accompanied by his royal consort and the principal nobility, and staid in Mercer's-hall, Cheapside, to see the
procession
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procession repeated. The march was begun by the city music,
followed by the lord mayor's officers in party-coloured liveries ;
then the sword-bearer on horseback, clothed in armour, preceding the lord mayor, who was mounted on a stately horse adorned
withrich trappings, attended by a giant and two pages on horseback, three pageants, morrice-dancers and footmen ;next came
the sheriffs, preceded by their officers, and attended inlike manner with the mayor. Then came a great body of demi-lancers,
in bright armour, mounted, followed by a body of carabineers in coats of white fustian, withthe city arms upon their
backs and breasts ; a company of archers, with their bows
bent, and sheaves of arrows by their sides ; with pikemen
and halberdiers in corslets and helmets ; and a large body of
billmen wearing helmets and aprons of mail closed the procession.
The whole body, which consisted of about two thousand
men, had between every division a certain number of musicians,
who were answered in their proper places by the like number of
drums, with standards and ensigns. This nocturnal march was
lighted by nine hundred and forty cressets, which were large
lanthorns fixed at the ends of poles, and carried over men's
shoulders ; two hundred of which were found at the expense
of the city, five hundred by the different companies, and the
remainder by the city constables. The march begun at the
conduit inCheap,passed through Cornhill and Leadenhall-street
to Aldgate, and returned by Fenchurch and Grace-church
streets, through Cornhill to Cheapside : while along the whole
way the houses were adorned with greens and flowers, occasionally interspersed with lamps.
i
In
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In 15 12, the law which had been enacted in the eleventh year
of the preceding reign proving ineffectual, the sheriffs of Londonand Middlesex were first empowered to impannel juries for
the city courts, each juror so impannelled to be a citizen worth
an hundred marks; to forfeit is. 8d. for non-appearance on his
first summons; 3s. 4d. for the second ;and double the penalty
for every subsequent default.
From this time to 1517 the annals of the city afford little
that is material. And we shall introduce the principal event of
that year by a slight mention that the sports and diversions in
commemoration of the return of May were then equally the entertainment of the lowest and the highest ranks of life. The
riot of Evil May-day, 1517, is particularly noticed by Lord Herbert in the Life of Henry the Eighth. It appears to have originated among a few citizens of the poorer kind, who felt offended that many of their chief customers were drawn from them
by foreign traders ; and would probably never have arisen to
the height it did, had not two apprentices been interrupted in
the street while playing at buckerels. The apprentices thinking the sports of May unjustly obstructed, raised a cry of clubs ;
which assembled a mob, many of whose feelings had been previously worked upon by the seditious sermons of one Dr. Bele.
Having broken open the prisons, and rifled the houses of many
foreigners resident inLondon, the rioters at last dispersed almost
of themselves, probably because they had neither a fit leader nor
an apparent object : and though above two hundredof the principal insurgents were taken, a few only, (among whom was one
Lincoln, a principal instigator), were tried and executed. The
king at first expressed his displeasure at the neglect with which
the
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the mayor and aldermen had treated the riot in the strongest
terms ;but, after a public humiliation of the citizens at Westminster, pronounced their pardon.
The year following was made remarkable to London by an
act of common-council, for erecting what is yet called a Court of
Requests, or Conscience ; wherein it was directed that the mayor
and aldermen for the time being should appoint monthly two
aldermen and four commoners to sit twice a week at Guildhall,
in a judicial manner, to hear and determine all matters between
party and party, being citizens and freemen, in all cases where
the due, debt, or damage did not exceed the sum of forty shillings. It was at first designed that this court should only continue two years ; but its utility was in that short time so well
experienced that it remained till the third year of James the
First, whenit was finally established by act of parliament.
About this time, 1518, the sweating sickness made its second
appearance in London, and carried off vast numbers of the cititizens. Its third appearance was in 1528 ; when the greater
part of those who suffered fromit died in the short space of five
or six hours illness.
The year 1525 was marked by a singular boldness in the
lord mayor, aldermen, and common-council, who not only combated the designs of Wolsey to exact supplies for his master
without parliamentary consent, but even successfully opposed the practice of benevolence, by which Henry's predecessors had been so often benefited. London, too, about the
same time, was sadly wasted by the plague, insomuch that
the feast of the Nativity, which was usually celebrated with
uncommon joy, was this year called the still Christmas. The
1

2

*
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Michaelmas term, it appears, had been adjourned, and Henry
and his court removed to Eltham. And the next year the citizens not only suffered in their trade for woollenmanufactures
by a war with Spain, whose power then extended throughout the
imperial dominions, but endured the greatest inconvenience
from scarcity.
We now come to the memorable year, 1529, when the erection of a court of justice in Blackfriars, for trying the legality
of Henry's marriage with his brother's widow, became the prelude of our separation from the Romish church. Henry had
long been disquieted with doubts ; though it cannot be disowned that the great ardour with which he applied to the study
of the question was strongly assisted by his love for Anne Boleyn ; the procession at whose coronation, in 1533, is too curious a picture of the change which was effecting both in our
manners and our literature to be passed in silence.
Till this time Henry appears to have had little intention of
entirely seceding from the church of Rome ; and even yet had
some dread of its thunders : for, in 1532, he ordered a general
muster ofthe citizens to be made at Mile-end, when the names
of all who were capable of bearing arms, from sixteen to sixty,
were taken down, with an account of the weapons, armour, and
other military accoutrements belonging to the city. Having
mustered at Mile-end, at nine in the forenoon they began their
march, when, entering Aldgate, they proceeded through the
city, in admirable order, to Westminster ;where they passed in
review before the king and most of the nobility, who were
highly delighted at their splendid appearance. But shew was
not the main object with Henry: he wished to know the
strength
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strength and affections of the citizens, should his new measures
be opposed either by invasion from abroad or revolt at home.
Henry having divorced queen Catherine, and married Anne
Boleyn,determined to celebrate her accession to the throne with
the utmost elegance and grandeur. He sent to order the lord
mayor not only to make all the preparations necessary for conducting his royal consort from Greenwich, by water, to the
Tower of London, but to adorn the city after the most magnificent manner for her passage through it to Westminster. The
procession by water records little that throws lighton the manners of the time ; but that to Westminster, two days after, on
the 3 ist of May, deserves attention. It began from the Tower
with twelve of the Frenchambassador's domestics in bluevelvet,
the trappings of their horses being blue sarsnet interspersed with
white crosses ; after whom marched those of the equestrian order, two and two, followed inlike manner by the judges in their
robes ;then came the knights of the Bath, in violet gowns purfled with menever. Next came the abbots, barons, bishops,
earls and marquisses, in their robes. Then the lord chancellor, followed by the Venetian ambassador and the archbishop of
York : next the French ambassador and the archbishopof Canterbury, followed by two gentlemen representing the dukes of
Normandy and Acquitaine ; after whom rode the lord mayor
of London with his mace, and garter in his coat of arms -3
then the duke of Suffolk, lord high steward, followed by the
deputy marshal of England, and all the other officers of state
in their robes, carrying the symbols of theirseveral offices ;then
others ofthe nobility in crimson velvet, and all the queen's officers
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ficers in scarlet, followed by her chancellor uncovered, who immediately preceded his mistress.
The queen was dressed in silver brocade, with a mantle of the
same furred with ermine ; her hair was dishevelled, and she
wore a chaplet upon herhead set with jewels of inestimable value. She sat in a litter covered with silver tissue, and carried
by two beautiful pads cloathed in white damask, and led by her
footmen. Over the litter was carried a canopy of cloth of gold,
with a siver bell at each corner, supported by sixteen knights
alternately, by four at a time.
After her majesty came her chamberlain, followed by her
master of the horse, leading a beautiful pad, with a side saddle
and trappings of silver tissue. Next came seven ladies in crimson velvet, faced with gold brocade, mounted on beautiful
horses with gold trappings. Then followed two chariots, covered with clothof gold, in the first of which were the duchess
ofNorfolk and the marchionessof Dorset, and in the second four
ladies in crimson velvet ;then followed seven ladies dressed in
the same manner, on horseback, with magnificent trappings,
followed by another chariot all in white, with six ladies in crimson velvet ; this was followed by another all in red, with eight
ladies in the same dress with the former ; next came thirty gentlewomen, attendants to the ladies of honour ; they were on
horseback, dressed in silks and velvet ; and the cavalcade was
closed by the horse-guards.
In passing through Gracechurch-street the queen was entertained with a representation of Mount Parnassus. The fountain of Helicon,by a bold fiction unknown to the bards of antiquity,
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of Rhenish wine from a bason of
white marble. On the summit of the mountain sate Apollo,
and at his feet Calliope. On either side of the declivity were
arranged four of the muses, playing on their respective musical
instruments. Under them were written epigrams and poesies in
golden letters, in whichevery muse praised the queen, according
to her character and office. At Leadenhall sate Saint Anne,
withher numerous progeny, and Mary Cleophas with her four
"
children. One of the children made a goodlie oration to the
queene, of thefruitslilnes of St. Anne, and of her generation ;
trustingthe likefruit should come ofher." At the conduit in Cornhill appeared the three Graces ;before whom, with no great
propriety, was the spring of Grace perpetually running wine.
Before the spring, however, sate a poet, describing, in metre,
the properties or functions of every Grace : and then each of
these Graces allotted, in a short speech to the queen, the virtue
or accomplishment over which she severally presided. At the
in Cheapside she was saluted, saith the chronicler,
"conduit
with a rich pageaunt full of melodie and song." In this pageant were Pallas, Juno, and Venus ;and before them stood
Mercury, who presented to her majesty,in the name ofthe three
goddesses, a golden ball or globe, divided into three parts, signifying wisdom, richesj and felicity. At the upper end of Cheapside was the aldermen's station, where the recorder, having addressed the queen in a very elegant oration, presented her with
a purse of gold tissue, containing a thousand marks. At entering St. Paul's Gate, (an ancient portal leading into the churchyard on the east, and long since destroyed), three ladies, richly
attired, showered on her head wafers, in which were contained
Latin
streams
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At the eastern side of St. Paul's church-yard,
two hundred scholars of St. Paul's school addressed her in chosen and apposite passages from the Roman poets, translated into
English rhymes. On the leads of St. Martin's church stood a
choir of boys and men, who sung, not spiritual hymns, but new
ballads, in praise ofher majesty. On the conduit withoutLudgate, where the arms and angels had been refreshed, was erected
a tower with four turrets, within each of which was placed a

Latin distiches.

cardinal virtue, symbolically habited. Each of these personages, in turn, uttered an oration, promising to protect and accompany the queen on alloccasions. Within the tower was a
concert of music, and the conduit all the while ran with various
sorts of wine. Here we see the Pagan history and mythology
predominating in those spectacles, which were once furnished
from the golden legend. Instead of saints, prophets, apostles,
and confessors, we have Apollo, Mercury, and the muses. Instead of religious canticles and texts of scripture, which were
usually introduced in the course of these ceremonies, we are entertained withprofane poetry, translations from the classics, and
occasional verses; with exhortations, not delivered by personified doctors of the church, but by heathen divinities. At Temple-bar the queen was again entertained with songs, sung in
concert by a choir of men and boys ;and having from thence
proceeded to Westminster, she returned the lord mayor thanks
for his good offices, and those of the citizens that day.
On the day following the mayor, aldermen and sheriffs performed their several offices at the coronation ;and, in return for
the great expense the city had been at upon the above occasion,
the lord, mayor, aldermen, and about forty of the principal citizens,
4
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tizens, had the honour of being afterward invited to the christening of the princess Elizabeth.
The violent opposition of the court of Rome, confirmed by
a sentence against Henry's divorce, infull consistory, March 23,
1534, now made a total breach. The first object of the king
and parliament was to diminish, or rather annihilate, the power
and revenues of the Pope in England ;and they soon completed
the separation by annexing the supremacy to the crown. Two
years after this the period arrived when our streets were no longer to be crowded withmonks and friars; when our nobility and
gentry were to be no longer emulated in their grandeur by ecclesiastics ofthedifferent orders ;when crosses and images were to be
put down ;and whenmany of the largest and most stately buildings our metropolis could boast, were to be levelled with the
ground, and their inhabitants dispersed.
The dreadful blow, however, that was intended against the
monks, was inpart concealed by the authority which was at first
given to certain commissioners, to visit all churches, metropolitan, cathedral and collegiate, as well as monasteries and priories, both of men and women; to inquire into the conduct of
the inhabitants, both as to spirituals and temporals ; and to
censure and punish such as were found delinquents, according
to their demerits. By such means, ample information was obtained of the state of the convents and the manners of the religious :and thoughit was thought dangerous to attempt the dissolution of all the religious houses at once, it was prudently
resolved to begin with the smaller ones : and in April, 1536, by
the last act of the long parliament, all the houses of monks,
canons, and nuns, that had not above 200I. yearly revenue, and
did
k
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did not contain twelve members, were dissolved, and all their
lands and goods granted to the king. That a measure so violent was not enforced without the appearance of something like
insurrection is certain ;but the Londoners appear to have been
too near witnesses of Henry's vindictive spirit to engage in it.
He had always endeavoured to maintain a good understanding
withthem. And it is to be remembered that not one of the
London monasteries was included in the first suppression.
In 1537 a new visitation was appointed,in whichthe remainder of the monks and friars plainly foresaw their utter downfall.
Indeed the chief employ of the visitors on this occasion seems to
have been to settle the surrenders of the monasteries, make surveys of their estates, take possession of their relics, plate, and
jewels, sell their furniture, pull down their churches, and dispose of the materials. And it is almost incredible how many
magnificent churches, cloisters, dormitories, libraries and other
buildings,as wellin the metropolis as elsewhere, which had been
erected at an immense expense of money and labour, were unroofed and ruined in the short space of three or four years.
The reports of the visitors to lord Cromwell, at least as far
as they have been preserved, throw little light on the monastic
vices of London. The principalcollection of their letters, still
among the Cotton manuscripts in the Museum, contains a few
papers in relation to the Charter-house ;and one only refers to
the incontinenceofthe prior of the Crutched friars.
A list ofthe religious houses, with the time of their different
foundations, will not only assist the reader in forming a tolerable notionof the gradual increase of thecity withrespect to itsreligiousbuildings,butof thedifferencebetweenLondon inthetime
of
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The priories then

were :
St. Martin-le-Grand,founded by Withred, king of Kent, in the year 700 ; and
given, in 1502, by Heniy the Seventh to Westminster abbey.
The Nunnery of Clerkenwell,founded in 1100 by Jordan Brisset.
St. John of Jerusalem, in 1100,by the Order.
The Holy Trinity without Aldgate, by the empress Matilda,in 1108.
The Priory ofSt. Bartholomew,by Rahere, in 1123, and the Hospital soon after.
The Nunnery of Haliwell, by Robert Fitz-Gelran, before 1127.
Saint Katherine, near the Tower, by the empress already mentioned,before 1143.
The Old Temple ofHolborn,in 1118 : and the New one, by the Order,in 1185.
St. Mary Spittle, by Walter Brune, in 1197.
St. Thomas of Acre, in thelatter end of the reign of Henry the Second, by Thomas Fitz Theobald.
The College of Allhallows Barking, by king Richard theFirst.
The Nunnery of St. Helen's, by William Fitz William, in 1210.
The Black Friars, who begged or bought the ground their monasterystood on,
soon after 1221.
The Grey Friars, about 1 224, who were afterwards placed in Newgate-street.
The White Friars, by Sir Richard Grey,in 1241.
The Austin Friars, by Humphrey de Bohun, earlof Hereford, in 1253.
The Friars of the Sack, in the Old Jewry, 1257. (The Order, however, was
dissolved in 1307.)
And the Crossed or Crutched Friars,by Ralph Hosier and William Saberns, in
1298.

The Rolls Chapel, or Domus Conversorum, by Henry the Thirdin 1231.
St. Maty Rouncivall,about the sameperiod.
Bedlam, in 1247.
The Convent of St. Clare, in the Minories, by Edmund earl of Lancaster, in
1293.

Elsing Spittle, in 1329.
Sir John Pountney's College,in 1332.
St. Mary of Graces, by king Edward the Third, in 1 350.
The Charter House, rather before 1370, by Sir Walter de Manny and Michael
de Northburgh, bishop of London. And,lastly,
The Hospital of the Savoy, in 1505, by kingHenry the Seventh.
k
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Beside these the guilds, or fraternities, were very numerous.
There was a brotherhood and chapel of the Holy Trinity in
Leadenhall, and innumerable others founded in most churches.
The grand suppression of the whole began in 1537.
But beside the houses of the religious, the bishops and parliamentary abbots had each a town residence of state :
The Abbot of St. Austin's, Canterbury, house was in the parish of St. Olave's,
Southwark.
TheAbbot ofEvesham's in the parish of St. Catherine Cree, nigh Billiter-lane
TheAbbot of Reading's at Baynard's Castle,in the parish ofSt. Andrew Wardrobe.

The Abbot of St. Mary's, York, resided at St. Peter's place, near Paul's wharf.
The Abbot of Glastonbury in West Smithfield.
The Abbot ofHyde in the parish of St. Mary-at-hill.
The Abbot ofRamsey lived in Whitecross-street.
The Abbot of Bury St. Edmunds near Aldgate, in St. Mary's-street, in the Papey.
The Abbot of St. Alban's in Lothbury.
The Abbot ofPeterborough at Peterborough-place, in the parish of St. Gregory
nigh St. Paul's, on the site of what is now Peterborough-court.
The Abbot of Salop by Saint Bartholomew's, in Smithfield ; and
The Abbot ofLeicester in the parish of St. Sepulchre.

One instance, however, of the service which was rendered to
the public, even in London, by the monastic institutions, must
not be forgotten : the priory of St. Mary Spittle contained,
at its dissolution, about theyear 1536, no less than one hundred

and eighty beds for the reception of sick persons and travellers.
Nor should it be omitted that the hospitals which were afterward suffered to remain, owed their continuance in a great measure to Sir Richard Gresham, mayor of London in 1537, who
petitioned
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petitioned Henry the Eighth to bestow the lands belonging to
this, St. Bartholomew's, St. Thomas's, and the new abbey on
Tower-hill, on the corporation, for the relief and use of the
poor, the sick, and the vagrant.
The greater part of the saints whose names and actions
stained the Romish calendar, were now blottedfrom it ;and the
prodigious number of its holidays, by which industry was impeded, and riot and debauchery promoted, were put down ; the
images and relics of saints discovered and exposed ; lights, without which nothing was done in the ages of gross popery, taken
away; and even our parish churches stripped of that finery
whichhasbeen ever deemed among thoseof the Romish communion so needful an auxiliary to public worship. The few extracts which have been already published from the old parochial
accounts of the metropolis, form not only a curious illustration
of ancient manners and expenses, but a valuable record of superstitious practices ;and exhibit in a thousand forms the necessity that existed for a reformation. The work, however, was
far from completed in the reign of Henry : it was carried on
with full vigour, first by Edward, and after a short interval, by
Elizabeth ;but its measures and its influence were too general
to be detailed any farther with propriety in a History of London.
The year 1543 is remarkable for the enaction of a sumptuary
law, by the mayor and common council of London, for preventing luxurious eating during times of scarcity. By which it
was ordained that the mayor should confine himself to seven,
aldermen and sheriffs to six, and the sword-bearer toyowr dishes
at dinner or supper, under the penalty of forty shillings for each
4
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supernumerarydish ; which was occasioned by a great mortality
then raging amongst the horned cattle.
A year previous to this the parliament had first taken into
consideration the almost impassable state of many ofthe principal streets of the metropolis : in 1542, Aldgate High-street,
Chancery-lane, Holborn toward St. Giles's in the Fields, and
Gray's inn, Shoe, and Fetter lanes, were ordered to be paved
with stone ; and this year it was enacted that Whitecross-street,
Chiswell-street, Grub-street, Shoreditch, Goswell-street, St.
John's-street, Cowcross-street, Butcher-row, Wych-street, and
Holywell-street, near St. Clement Danes, the Strand from Temple-bar to Strand-bridge, Petty France in Westminster, Water-lane in Fleet-street, and Long-lane near Smithfield, should
be paved in like manner, with a channel in the middle of each
street, at the charge of the ground landlords.
In 1544 the twelve chief companies of London lent the king
no less than 21,263k 6s. 8d. upon the mortgage of crown lands,
to carry on a war against Scotland ;but Henry expectinggreater
assistance from the citizens than this appeared to be, sent commissioners to assess them in an arbitrary manner by way of benevolence. The opposition which Wolsey met with on a similar ground was now renewed : and one of the aldermen, Richard Read, absolutely refused to pay the sum demanded by the
king's commissioners. For this, however, he was pressed and
sent to Scotland to serve as a common soldier ; where he was
taken prisoner, and, after undergoing many hardships, paid a
considerable ransom for his liberty. But the Londoners, by a
service which they afterward rendered, reinstated themselves in
the favour of the king, and continued in so good an understanding,
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ing, that in the last year of Henry's reign, when St. Bartholo-'
mew's hospital was founded anew, they joined him in the rais-

ing of its revenue.
What London was in the next reign may be tolerably gathered from the Cowdray picture, engraved at the expense of
the Society of Antiquaries, and containing the procession from
the Tower of London to Westminster on the daypreceding that
of Edward's coronation. The procession is exhibited as coming
out of the Tower, going along East Cheap and Gracechurchstreet, thence down Cornhill, and so through Cheapside, which
is in the centre of the piece, as far as the Temple : the background representing a view of London-bridge,the church of St.
Mary Overy, the bishop of Winchester's palace, the Stews, and
Bank-side. The original, painted by a contemporary or disciple of the celebrated Holbein, was formerly at Cowdrayhouse in Sussex, where it was destroyed by fire about eight

years ago.
Early in the reign ofEdward the Sixth the legislature first took
cognizance of combinations and conspiracies among journeymen
and labourers, whichhad arrived to an alarming height inLondon, and occasioned an act which has been not unfrequently
resorted to in later times : and in 1540 a combination of a similar nature, which had been entered into by graziers, salesmen
and others, occasioned the public regulation of the price of
cattle.
In 155 1, the

citizens havingdisplayed their attachment to the
king by siding with the discontented lords, against the protector Somerset, received not only a new confirmation of their former privileges, but the addition of several lands and tenements
in Southwark, withthe manor and its appurtenances ; theassize
of
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of bread, wine,beer and ale ;a fair for three days ; and the offices of coroner, escheator and clerk of the market, which are
for ever vested in the lord mayor and his successors. And in
1552 the commerce of the city received an encouragement which
reflects the highest honour upon the administrationof the time.
The celebrated company of the Hanseatic merchants, which had
been first established in this country by king Edward the Third
in 1259, and were here called the merchants of the Steel-yard,
were dissolved, they having engrossed almost the whole trade of
the kingdom ; for in the preceding year they exported no less
than forty thousand pieces of cloth, while all the English merchants together did not export eleven hundred.
On the breaking out of Wyat's rebellion, occasioned by the
report of queen Mary's intended marriage with Philip of Spain,
the city was thrown into a violent commotion. Mary determined to try the affection of the citizens herself, and though she
made them a long and flattering speech at Guildhall, professing
that she loved them as a mother loves her children, and placed
every reliance on their firm attachment, yet she left the lord
Howard to assist the mayor in opposingthe entry of Wyat. The
arrival of the rebels in Southwark, and their efforts to obtain
possession of London are minutely detailed by Holinshed. Suffice it to observe that, finding all endeavours to enter by the
bridge ineffectual, Sir Thomas Wyat marched along the bank of
the river, crossed the Thames at Kingston, and imprudently
proceeding through Westminster to London, not only failed in
the assistance he relied on from the citizens, but found himself
.surrounded by the royal troops, surrendered, to prevent the
bloodshed which he saw would be evidently useless, and was beheaded soon after upon Tower-hill. On this occasion, as appears

"
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pears from the Proceedings of the Court of Aldermen," six
hundred harnessed men were immediately provided by the city,
whose captains were, however,furnished by her Majesty's council:
chains of defence were ordered to be placed at the bridge foot,
and New Fish-street corner :a false draw-bridge was prepared at
London-bridge :the armed watchof the city, headed in each ward
by the respective alderman, was doubled : householders, of the
yearly rent of il.6s. 8d. were ordered to prepare anus as far as
might be convenient; and the mayorandaldermen were to make
an offer to the queen of a thousand marks towarda proposed garrison. To such as have it not in their power to examine the public records of the city, it may be curious to observe that the
preparations to oppose the rebels, here recited, were no hindrance
to those of a more splendid kind, which were going on for the
public reception of Philip. Intermixed withorders of a defensive nature, we find others which direct the gates and drawbridges of the city to be trimmed and decorated in the same manner they had before been at the coming of the emperor; andapageant to be erected at the conduit in Gracechurch-street, with one
also at St. Margaret, in new Fish-street ;with singing and playing by the parish clerks and children. At the corner, by Lea"
den-hall, a principal pageant ;" and others in Cornhill, Cheapside, Ludgate and Fleet-street ;the stocks to be adorned with
rich hangings, and Ludgate and Temple-bar to be new painted.
But the remainder of the reign of Mary exhibited a dreadful
scene of religious bigotry ;Smithfield, which had been so often
celebrated as the field of gallant tilts and tournaments, became
that of the most cruel persecution ; and the maternal love,
which Mary had so tenderly declared for the citizens, was only
i.

v

instanced
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instanced in delivering them to the flames for difference of opinion inregard to the reformation, which her father had begun
and her brother continued. By the interposition of Providence,
her reign was short ;and the fires, which were then kindled for
the holy martyrs, were the last effort under the sanction of law,
made by religious tyranny in this kingdom, to overthrow the
Reformation. Till within these few years the centre of Smithfield, where the injunctions of the mayor are placed, was ornamented with a circular arrangement of the stones which composed the pavement, to mark the spot on which the different
martyrs sealed their faith.
In the reign of queen Elizabeth, we have thefirst good map of
the metropolis ; from which, as the writer of London and its
Environs Described observes, it appears that far the greatest
part was contained within the walls, and even in these narrow
limits were many gardens, which have been since convertedinto
lanes, courts, and alleys. The buildings of London were, on
the west, bounded by the monastery of St. Catherine's ;East
Smithfield was open to Tower-hill, and Rosemary-lane wasunbuilt. The Minories were built only on the east side, which
fronted the city wall: cattle grazed in Goodman's fields, and
Whitechapel extended but a little beyond the bars, and had no
houses to the north ; for Spital-fields, whichof themselves would
now compose a very large town, were then really fields separated
from each other by hedges and rows of trees. Houndsditch
consisted only of a row ofhouses fronting the city wall,and the
little yards and gardens behind them also opened into those
fields. Bishopsgate-street, Norton Falgate, and the stieet called
Shoreditch, were then, however, built as far as the church ; but
there
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there were only a few houses and gardens on each side, and no
streets or alleys on either hand. Moorfields lay entirely open
to the village of Hoxton ;and Finsbury fields, in which were:
several windmills,extended to the east side of Whitecross-street.
Chiswell-street was not erected, and St. John's street extended,
by the side of the priory of St. John of Jerusalem, to the monastery of Clerkenwell, and Cow-cross, which opened into the
fields.
But, on leaving the city walls, the buildings were much less
extensive ; for, though the village of Holbourn was now joined
to London, the backs of the houses, particularly on the north
side, opened into gardens and fields ;part of Gray's Inn-lane
were the only houses that extended beyond the main street;
great part of High Holbourn had no existence, and St. Giles's
was a village contiguous to no part of London.
If we turn to the Strand we also find that spacious street had
gardens on each side, and, to the north, fields behind those gardens, except a few houses where is now the lower end of Drurylane. On the south side of the street the gardens generally extended to the Thames ;though some of the nobility had houses
on the back of their gardens, next to the water side. Coventgarden, so called because it belonged to the convent at Westminster, extended to St. Martin's lane, and the field behind it reached
to St. Giles's. That lane had few edifices beside the church ;for
Covent-garden wall was on one side, and a wall which enclosed
the Mews on the other, and all the upper part was a lane between
two hedges, which extended a little to the west of the village of
St. Giles's. Hedge-lane was also a lane between two hedges ;
the extensive street, now called the Haymarket, had a hedge
l2
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few bushes on the other. Neither Pall-mall,
St.James's street, Piccadilly, nor any of the streets or sine squares
in that part of the town, were built ;and Westminster was a
small town on the south-west and south sides of St. James's
park.
Such was the state of this great metropolis so lately as the
reign of queen Elizabeth ;and how inconsiderable soever it
must appear when compared withits present dimensions, yet it
then seems to have been thought too large : by order of that
queen two proclamations were published, by which all persons
wereforbidden tobuild upon new foundations; andtheinjunction
was twice, though as ineffectually, repeated by her successor.
In 1566 the commerce of London received another friendly
impulse by the erection of a building for the meeting of merchants to transact their business. For a few years it was called
the Burse. The ground it was erected on was purchased by
the citizens for 3532I. and, whencleared from the houses which
stood upon it, was conveyed to Sir Thomas Gresham, who laid
the first stone of the new building June 7, 1566, and completed
it at his own expense in little less than two years. Soon after
which, in 1570, it was visited in great state by queen Elizabeth,
who ordered it to be proclaimed, by a herald and trumpet
The RoyalExchange.
From this time till 1588, withthe exception of the sumptuary
laws enacted by the mayor and common council for apprentices,
there is little to be found of general interest in the History of
London. But in that year, when the country was threatened
by the Spaniards with invasion, the mayor, aldermen, and common council, not only unanimously resolved to raise ten thousand
on one side, and a

—
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sand troops, as had been required by her Majesty's letters, but
voted a supply of sixteen ofthelargest ships in the river Thames,
and four pinnaces, or light frigates, fitted them out in a proper manner withthe utmost expedition, and defrayed the charge
both of men and ships during the time they continued in the
queen's service. The quota of troops raised in the different
wards was as follows :
Farringdon Within
Aldgate
Coleman-street
Bassishaw
Billingsgate
Broad-street
».-.■/,
Bread-street
Aldersgate
Bridge Ward Withi n
" *"
Dowgate
Cornhill
Castle Baynard
Lime-street
Cheap

.
.
.

..

"

. . ....

.

Queenhithe

Farringdon Without
Cordwainers
Tower-street
Wallbrook
Vintry
Portsoken
Candlewick
Cripplegate

"

'«

807
347
229
177
365
373
386
232
383
384
191

551
99

358
404
1264
301
444
290

364"
243
215

925
326
349

Bishopsgate
Langbourn

Total

10,007

men.

Nor
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Nor were the citizens at all backward in contributing to the
necessities of the state on other occasions. In 1594 they fitted
out six ships of war, and raised four hundred and fifty men for
her majesty's service. Twice in the next year they raised a thousand men. And in 1597, when the rumour was spread of another invasion by the Spaniards, they produced six thousand, and
equippedsixteen men of war. Yet, singular as it may seem, the
various services they rendered did not obtain them, through the
whole reign, a single accession to their privileges. Their affection for the queen, however, was unfeigned, and at her death
there was scarcely a church in London that had not a funereal
portrait of her.
Theplague, whichhad broken out many times in the reign of
queen Elizabeth, appeared afresh in 1603, on the accession of
James the First to the throne, and made such dreadful devastation that, between March and December, it swept away no
less than 30,561 persons: and, though its greatest violence
ceased the following year, it did not entirely leave the metropolis
till 1611.
In the year 1608, king James the First granted the city a
charter, in whichthe ancient rights, liberties, and immunities
of the citizens were not only confirmed, but the precincts of
Duke's place, St. Bartholomews the Great and Less, Black and
White Friars, and Cold Harbour, added to their jurisdiction.
But it is probable that James had other motivesthan mere affec-

tion for the favour he bestowed, since two years before, in 1606,
he had obtained from them the loan of 6o,oool.
The improvement that London received in this reign was considerable. In 1613 the water ofthe New River was brought to
Islington
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Islington from Amwell, in the neighbourhood of Ware : the
next year Smithfield was first paved ; and in 1615 the sides of
the principal streets, which had been before laid with pebbles,
were now paved withbroad free-stone and flags.
But the projector of the New River was too great a benefactor to London to be passed in silence. Sir Hugh Middleton, a
native of Denbigh, and a citizen and goldsmith of London, was
the first who entertained the scheme. He persuaded the city to
apply for an act of parliament ; but the difficulties of the undertaking appeared so great that they declined to embark any
further in it : when Sir Hugh, with a spirit equal to the importance of the object, at his own risk and charge, began the work
Feb. 20, 1608. Its progress, it is probable, was attended with
greater difficulties than he had foreseen, and his pecuniary resources failed long before it was completed. The body corporate of London stillrefused to embark in the business, and the
work was on the point of being abandoned, when king James,
being applied to by Sir Hugh,engaged in it ; and on the second
of May, 16 12, covenanted to advance money for its completion,
upon a moiety of the undertaking being made over to him. It
now went on without interruption, and on the 29th of September, 1613, the water was let into the bason, withgreat ceremony,
at the place now called the New River-head at Islington.
One of the most difficult parts of the work, however,still remained to be accomplished ;the conveyance of water to the various partsofthe metropolis. The expense attending this was very
great, and it was a long time before the water came into general use, so that the shares (for the undertaking was even then divided) became of very small value ; and the annual dividends
4

were

80

HISTORY OF LONDON.

were for many years under five pounds. The general establishment of the plan, the great advantages and convenience of which
were at length universally acknowledged, the prodigious number of new buildings, and the alteration in the value of money
in the course of a century and a half, so raised the shares as to
increase their annual income nearly a hundred fold. The deficiency of water, which was occasionally experienced in the
summer months, was long supplied from the overplus of the
mill-stream of the river Lea ;but this supply became a subject of litigation, and was adjusted by parliament about the year
1738 ;since which time the company have bought the mill and
the unrestricted use of the water.
King James, it appears, granted the citizens two other charters, one, in 1606, previous to that already mentioned, to increase
their power of conservancy intheThames ;and the other, in 16 15,
by which they were allowed to exercise the office of coal-meter,
for the prevention of monopoly. But the year after this the understanding which had been so longpreserved between the court
and city was interrupted in a slight degree by the opposition of
the Londoners to the Book ofSports, by whichrecreations and diversions of almost every kind were tolerated on a Sunday : and
they carried their displeasure so far that the mayor even stopped
the royal carriages as they were driving through the city in the
time of public worship. James, it is related, swore, " he thought
there had been no more kings in England than himself;" and
sent his warrant for their passage, whichthe mayor obeyed, with
this declaration : " While it was in my power Idid my duty ;
but that being taken away, by a higher power, it is my duty to
obey."

Singular
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Singular as it may seem, the preparations made by the Londoners, both for the reception of James I.and Charles I.on their accession to the throne, were interrupted by the plague ;which, in
1625, carried off no less than 35,417 persons : increasing the
bills of mortality for that year to at least one third of the population.
To detail the History of London minutely during the reign of
the unhappy Charles would far exceed the limits to which this
portion ofthe "Picture
is restricted. Here, however, we cannothelp mentioning the invaluable and unique collection of pamplets and single sheets, presented by his present
Majesty, in 1763, to the British Museum. Though many of
them but illustrate generally the temper and feelings of the
time, others may be found, indeed some hundreds, relative both
to the civil and military history of the metropolis, which are
not to be found elsewhere ;and will doubtless, hereafter, furnish
some successor of honest Stow withmaterials of more than common interest to all who feel concerned in knowing the opinions
and conduct of the Londoners at the period of the grand rebellion.
From the very beginning of his reign Charles and the city
were at variance. Disputes arose in relation to ship-money,
loans, and other grievances too numerous to mention. The
city was deprived not only of the new plantation of Ulster,
which ithad obtained from James the First ; but fined 50,000k
Several of the aldermen were imprisoned for neglecting to send
to court an account of such persons as were able to lend money
to his majesty ; and the lord mayor and sheriffs prosecuted in
the Star Chamber. The city, moreover, was the place of refuge of
m
the
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the five members of the House of Commons whom Charles
went, accompanied by a guard, to seize. But even in the
midst of these disputes, while the king was actually opposing
the liberties of the citizens, they managed to procure several
charters, not only in confirmation of their former privileges, but
even with the addition of some new ones; till, in 1642, almost
every prospect of agreement between the king and parliament
having vanished, the common council passed an act for fortifying the city with outworks, agreed that all the ways leading to the city should be shut up, except those entering at
Charing-cross, St. Giles in the Fields, St. John's street, Shoreditch and Whitechapel, and that the exterior ends of those
streets should be fortified withbreastworks and turnpikes musket proof; that the several courts of guards and rails, at the
extremeparts ofthe liberty of the city, should be fortified with
turnpikes in the same manner ;that the buildings contiguous
to the outside of London-wall should be taken down;and that
the city wall, with its bulwarks, should be not only repaired
and mounted with artillery, but that several new works should
be added to it, at the places most exposed.
The forts raised in pursuance of this act (confirmed by an
"
order of parliament) are thus specified in London and its
Environs Described:" 1, a bulwark and a half at the north
end of Gravel-lane: 2, a hornwork near the windmill in
Whitechapel road : 3, a redoubt with two flanks near Bricklane: 4, a redoubt with four flanks in Hackney road, Shoreditch: 5, a redoubt with four flanks in Kingsland road : 6, a
battery and breastwork, at Mountmill: 7, a battery and
breastwork at the end of St. John's stieet: 8, a small redoubt
near
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near Islingtonpound: 9, a large fort, with four bulwarks, near
New River-head : 10, a battery and breastwork, on the hill,east
of the place afterwards called Black Mary's hole : 11, two batteries and a breastwork at Southampton, now Bedford-house :
12, a redoubt with two flanks near St. Giles's pound: 13, a
small fort at the east end of Tyburn road : 14, a large fort with
four half bulwarks across the road where Wardour-street is
now built: 15, a smallbulwark at the place now called Oliver's
mount : 16, a large fort with four bulwarks at Hyde Park
corner: 17, a small redoubt and battery on Constitution-hill:
18, a court of guard at Chelsea turnpike: 19, a battery and
breastwork in Tothill-fields: 20, a quadrant fort withfour half
bulwarks at Vauxhall: 21, a fort with four half bulwarks at
the Dog and Duck in St. George's fields : 22, a large fort with
four bulwarks near the end of Blackman-street : 23, a redoubt
with four flanks near the Lock-hospital. Holywell and Whitechapel mounts were also thrown up for the defence of the respective roads they overlooked.
These forts were all joined by a line of communication
formed by a rampart of earth, which on all sides surrounded
London, Westminster, and Southwark. The whole was formed
at the expense of the city, and executed by the inhabitants
with the utmost alacrity.
After this, the city entered heartily into the measures ofthe
parliament, though not without the heaviest burdens to themselves. February 18, 1642, an order was received by the lord
mayor for the speedy loan of 6o,oool. ;soon after which, the
parliamentpassed an order for a weekly assessment of ten thousand, which,inthe spirit of opposition to their king, the citizens
m2
bore
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patience ; and only shewed their consciousness of the burden by occasionally soliciting that the

bore with unexampled

peace of the kingdom might be settled.
Shortly after the royal murder, Sir Abraham Reynardson,
lord mayor, refusing to proclaim the abolition of monarchy,
was degraded from his office and imprisoned. But at the inauguration of Cromwell, in 1653, another mayor was found,
of a different temper, who carried the city sword before the
protector, and during the ceremony stood on the left side of
Cromwell's chair ; while, soon after, the citizens entertained
him with the formalities usual at the reception of a crowned
head.
On the death of Cromwell, the common council made a
strong opposition to the committee of safety, declared for a
free parliament, and refused to advance resources ; when government, dreading the effects of. such an opposition, ordered
General Monk to march his army into the city : several of the
aldermen and common council were taken into custody, the
whole body disqualified, and a new common council ordered to
be chosen ;in addition to which, the city gates were ordered to

be broke and cut to pieces, and the portcullises and posts and
chains taken down. Monk, however, executed the last of
these commands with great reluctance : the letter he wrote to
Speaker Lenthal on the occasion is worth preserving, as the only
copy known, printed at the time, is now in the collection of
pamphlets and single sheets already mentioned, and in some
degree probably accounts for the zeal with which the citizens
afterward joined him in bringing about the restoration

" Right
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" Right Honourable,
" In obedience to the commands received from the council last night,
I
marched with your forces into the city this morning, and have secured all the
persons, except two, ordered to be secured, which two were not to be found. The
have given order to be taken away, but have hitherto forhorn
posts and chains I
the taking down of the gates and portcullises, because it will in all likelihood exashave good ground of hopes from them that they will levy the
perate the city ; andI
assess, they desiring only first to meet in commoncouncil, which they intend to do
to-morrow morning. It seems probable to me that they will yield obedience to your
commands, and be brought to a friendly compliance with you : for which reason
I
have suspended the execution of your commands touching the gates and portcullises, till Iknow your further pleasure therein, which I
desire I
may by this
bearer. I
shall onely desire that (so your commands may be answered with due obedience) such tenderness may be used towards them as may gain their affections.
They desired the restoration of those members of their commoncouncil that are secured, which desires of theirs I
shall onely commend to your grave consideration, to
do therein as you shall think most expedient, and, in attendance upon your further
commands, remain "
Your most humble and obedient servant,
" George Monck."
" Guildhall,Feb. 9, 1659."

"

It was, however, determined the same day That the answer to this letter be to send General Monck the resolve of the
parliament, that the gates of the city of London, and the
portcullises thereof, be forthwith destroyed ;and that he be
ordered to put the said vote in execution accordingly."
On the 29th of May, 1660, the lord mayor and aldermen
went out to meet Charles II. in St. George's fields, where the
city had erected a magnificent pavilion, provided with a sumptuous collation: having partaken ofthe refreshments, his majesty was conducted through the city by a noble cavalcade, the
lord mayor carrying the sword bareheaded before him, accompanied by the Duke of Buckingham and General Monck;
while
4
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while the city was adorned in the same sumptuous manner as
at the entries of former princes.
In 1663, king Charles the Second granted the city a confirmation of all their ancient charters, privileges, liberties,
rights and customs; and the next year the citizens in return
advanced several considerable sums toward carrying on the war
with Holland, for which,on November 25, 1664, they received
the thanks of both houses of parliament.
About the beginning of May, 1665, one of the most terrible plagues that ever was inflicted on this, or perhaps any other
kingdom, broke out in London : and as this was happily the
last visitation of this kind, it may be proper to give a short
account of its rise and progress, taken principally from the
"
same author, whose account is given in London and its Environs Described."
The week in which the plague was first discovered, it carried
off nine persons, and spread an universal dread through every
rank in the metropolis; but the week after the bills of mortality having reduced the sufferers to three, the fears of the citizens abated. In succeeding weeks, however, the numbers
progressively increased ;and in June, the deaths were not less
than 470 a week. The nobility, gentry, and principal citizens,
now fled with precipitation; and in July, the bill increasing
to 2010, the generality of the houses were shut up, the streets
deserted, and scarce any thing to be seen in them but fires to
purify the air, coffins, carts for the dead, doers marked with
red crosses, and the inscription of " Lord have mercy upon
us!" and little heard but the voice of lamentation, the groans
of the dying, the tolling of bells for those that were ready for
the
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the grave, and the dismal callof bringoutyour dead! In the month
of September,Death rode triumphant, for the bills then amounted in one week to 6988; in the next week thebills decreased by
near four hundred, but again rising to 7165, they struck the
survivors with the dreadful apprehension that in a few days
the living would not be sufficient to inter the dead : in this,
however, they were happily mistaken, for the contagion gradually diminished ;having swept away, according to Lord
Clarendon, who thought the computation underrated, 160,000
persons ; though Dr. Hodges collected from the bills of mortality only 68,596.
The infection was supposed to have been imported from
Holland, where the plague had made great ravages the year
before ;and appeared to have been brought over at a time when
the condition of the atmosphere was peculiarly favourable to
its effects. During the time it continued there was a general
calmness and serenity of weather ; the wind scarce moved the
weathercocks for many weeks, andrain seemed totally excluded.
From the scarcity of nitre in the air, the fires in the streets
were made to burn with the greatest difficulty, and their flames
undoubtedly increased the rarefaction, for the birds of the
smaller sort were frequently observed panting for breath, and
those of the larger flew far more heavily than usual.
Through the whole season of visitation, however, the heroism and humanity of a few characters were conspicuous: Archbishop Sheldon, General Monck, Lord Craven, and Sir John
Lawrence, who was then lord mayor, forbore to absent themselves fromLondon ;and not only adopted every possible means
to alleviate the calamity and stop its progress, but preserved
multitudes
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multitudes who were sinking under the pressure of disease and
want.

—

The plague had scarce ceased, or those whohad fled returned
to their habitations, when the city was harassed by another
calamity, still more summary in its execution the fire of
London, which broke out on Sunday, Sept. 2, 1666. It was
noticed at the time, by authority, in the last paragraph of the
London Gazette, from Thursday, August 30, to Monday, September 3, 1666, and its whole catastrophe inserted in the next,
from the 3d to the ioth of September, on the authenticity of
which, as it is here printed, the reader may place the firmest
reliance.

" Whitehall, Sept. 8.

" The ordinary

course of this paper having been interrupted by a sad and lalately happenedin the city of London, it hath been thought
accident
offire
mentable
fit, for satisfying the minds of so many ofhis majesty's good subjects, who must needs
be concerned for the issue of so great an accident, to give this shortbut true account
of it.
" On the second instant, at one ofthe clock in the morning, there happened to
break out a sad and deplorable fire in Pudding-lane, near New Fish-street, which,
falling out at that hour of the night, and in a quarter of the town so closebuilt with
wooden pitched houses, spread itself so far before day, and with such distraction to
theinhabitants and neighbours, that care was not taken for the timely preventing
the further diffusion of it, bypulling down houses, as ought to have been ; so that
this lamentable fire, in a short time, became too big to be mastered by any engines
or working near it. It fell out most unhappily too that a violenteasterly wind fomented it, and kept it burning all that day and the night following, spreading itself
up to Graccchurch-strcet, and downwards from Cannon-street to the water side,
as far as the Three Cranes in the Vintrey.
" The people in
all parts about it, distracted by the vastness of it, and their particular care to carry away their goods, many attempts were made to prevent the
"-preading of it, by pullingdown houses,and making great intervals, but all in vain ;
the fire seizing upon the timber and rubbish, and so continuing itself, eventhrough
those
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those spaces, and raging in a bright flame all Monday and Tuesday, notwithstanding his majesty's own, and his royalhighness's indefatigable and personal pains to
apply all possible remedies to prevent it, calling upon and helping the people with
their guards ; and a great number of nobility and gentry unweariedly assisting
therein, for which they were requited with a thousand blessings from the poor distressed people. By the favour of God, the wind slackened a little on Tuesdaynight,
and the flames meeting with brick buildings at the Temple, by little and littleit was
observed to lose its force on that side, so that on Wednesday morning we began to
hope well ; and his royal highness, never despairing or slackening his personal care,
wrought so well that day, assistedin some parts by thelords of the council, before and
behind it,that a stop was put to itat the Temple church, near Holborn-bridge, Piccorner, Aldersgate, Cripplegate,near thelower end of Coleman-street,at theend of
BasinghaU-street,by the posternat the upper endof Bishopsgate-street and Leadenhall-street,at the Standard in Cornhill,at the churchin Fenehurch-street,nearCloth
workers-hallin Mincing-lane, at the middle of Mark-lane, and at the Tower-dock.
On Thursday, by the blessing of God,it was wholly beat down and extinguished ,
but so as that evening it unhappily burst out again afresh at the Temple, by thc
falling of some sparks (as is supposed) upon a pile of wooden buildings ; but his
royal highness, who watched there the whole night in person, bv the great labours
and diligence used, and especially by applying powder to blow up the houses about
it, before day mosthappily mastered it.
" Divers strangers, Dutch and French, were, during the fire, apprehended, upon
suspicion that they contributed mischievously to it, who are all imprisoned, and
informations prepared to make a severe inquisition hereupon, by my lord chief
justice Keeling, assisted by some of the lords of the privy council, and some principal members of the city ; notwithstanding which suspicions, the manner of the
burning all along in a train, and so blown forwards inall its ways by strong winds,
makes us conclude the whole was an effect of an unhappy chance, or, to speak
better, the heavy hand of God upon us for our sins, shewing us the tenor of his
judgement in thus raising the fire, and immediately after his miraculous and never
enough to be acknowledged mercy, in putting a stop to it when we were in the last
despair, and that all attempts for the quenching it, however industriously pursued,
seemedinsufficient. His majesty then sat hourly in council, and ever since hath
continued making rounds about the city, in all parts of it where the danger and mischief was greatest, till this morning that he hath sent his grace the duke of Albemarle, whom he hath called for to assist him in this great occasion, to put his happy
and successful hand to the finishing this memorable deliverance.
" About
n
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" About the Tower, the seasonable orders given for plucking down houses to se-

cure the magazines of powder, was moreespecially successful, that part being up
the wind,notwithstanding which it came almost to the very gates of it, so as by this
early provision, the several stores of war lodged in the Tower were entirely saved :
and we have further this infinite cause particularly to give God thanks, that the fire
did not happen in any of those places where his majesty's naval stores are kept,
so as though it hath pleased God to visit us with his own hand, he hath not, by
disfurnishing us with the means of carrying on the war,subjected us to our enemies.
" It must be observed that this fire happenedin a part ofthe town where,though
the commodities were not very rich, yet they were so bulky that they could not
wellbe removed, so that the inhabitants of that part where it first began have sustained very great loss ; but by the best enquiry we can make, theother parts ofthe
town, where the commodities were of greater value, took the alarm so early that
they saved most of their goods of value, which possibly may have diminished the
loss, though some think that if the whole industry of the inhabitants had been applied to the stopping of the fire, and not to the saving of their particular goods, the
success might have been much better, not only to the publick, but to many of them
in their ownparticulars.
" Through this sad accident, it is easy to be imagined how many persons were
necessitated to remove themselves and goods into the open fields, where they were
forced to continue some time, which could not but work compassion in the beholders ; but his majesty's care was most signal in this occasion, who, besides his
personal pains, was frequent in consulting all ways for relieving those distressed
persons, which produced so good effect, as well by his majesty's proclamations, and
the orders issued to the neighbour justices ofthe peace, to encourage the sendingin
provisions to the markets, which are publickly known, as by other directions,that
when his majesty, fearing lest other orders might not yet have been sufficient, had
commanded the victualler ofhis navy to sendbread into Moorfields, for the reliefof
the poor, which, for the more speedy supply, he sent in biscuit out of the sea stores ;
it was found that the markets had been already so well supplied that the people,
being unaccustomed to that kindof bread, declined it ; and so it was returned in
great part to his majesty's stores again, without any use made ofit.
" And we cannot but observe, to the confutation of all his majesty's enemies,
who endeavour to persuade the world abroad of great parties and disaffection at
home against his majesty's government, that a greater instance of the affections of
this city could never be given than hathbeen now given in this sad and deplorable
accident, when if at any time disorder might have been expected from the losses, distraction,
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traction, andalmost desperation of some persons in their private fortunes, thousands
ofpeoplenot having had habitations to cover them ; and yet in all this time it hath
been so far from any appearance of design or attempts against his majesty's government, that his majesty, and his royal brother, out of their care to stop and prevent
the sire, frequently exposing their persons, with very small attendants, in all parts of
the town, sometimes even to beintermixed with those who laboured in the business,
yet nevertheless there hath not been observed so much as a murmuring word to fall
from any, but on the contrary, even those persons whose losses rendered their conditions most desperate, and to be fit objects of others prayers, beholding those frequentinstances of his majesty's care of his people, forgot their own misery, and
filled the streets with their prayers for his majesty, whose trouble they seemed to
compassionate before their own."

In a pamphlet, published in 1667, and reprinted in the Harleian Miscellany (vol. iii.p. 282), among other curious observathe author makes the following calculation of the losses :
"tions,
booksellers, who dwelled for the most part round about
" The
the cathedral, had sheltered their books in a subterranean
cc church under it, called
Faith, which was propped up with
" so strong an arch andSt.
massy pillars that it seemed impossi"
the fire could do any harm to it j but, having crept into
" ble
it through the windows, it seized on the pews, and did so
<e
and examine the arch and pillars, by sucking the mois" try
of the mortar that bound the stones together, that it
" ture
was calcined into sand ;so that when the top of the cathect
dral fell upon it, it beat it flat, and set all things in an irre" mediable
flame. Ihave heard judicious men of that trade
c<
that the only loss of books in that place, Stationers'
" affirm
hall, public libraries, and private houses, could amount to
*(
150,000k Icould hear of but half a dozen
" no less than
being
persons that perished. The city within the walls
"
n2
seated
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" seated on above
4600 acres, wherein were built about
" 15,000 houses, beside
churches, chapels, schools, halls, &c.
" 10,000 houses were thought to be burnt, which is four parts
" in five, each house being valued, one with another, at 25I. per
"
annum rent, which at twelve years purchase makes 300I. the
" whole
amounting to 3,600,000k; eighty-seven parochial
" churches,
Paul's cathedral, the Exchange, Guild-

beside St.
" hall, the Custom-house,
companies' halls, and other public

"

amounting to half as much, i.e. 1,800,000k; the
" buildings,
that every private man lost, one with another, valued
" goods
half the value of the houses, i. e. i,8oo,oool. ;about
" at
twenty wharfs of coals and wood, valued at 1000k a
" piece,
20,000k ;about 100,000 boats and barges, 1000 cart
" loads, with
porters to remove the goods to and fro, as well
" for the houses
were burning as for those that stood in
" fear of it, at that
20s. a load, 150,000k In all 7,335,000k

"

French money (at one pound sterling for thirteen livres)
" In
10,569,675,000 livres."

Mr.Gough, who transcribed this curious estimate in the last
edition of the British Topography, has also quoted another survey of the loss from Oldys ;which likewise appeared in the front
of the report from the house of commons, to be hereafter
mentioned.

" 273 Acres waste
" 75 Acres 3 roods unburnt

7 Wlthin the Walk
$

burnt 130,200.
" Houses
Parishes and churches burnt.
" 1891 Parishes
remaining. "
«

Jonas Moor,

Ralph Gatrix,

")

J Saneyon'
It
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Ithas been much disputed whether this sad catastrophe was
occasioned by accident or design. Its great extent was by some
wholly attributed to the narrowness of the streets ;but this,
though a probable reason, was not one that tended to satisfy
the generality. The supposition that it was the effect of malicious design was more easily credited, and it was variously
imputed to the Dutch, the Roman catholics, and the presbyterians, as the stream of prejudicehappened to run. A French
Huguenot, however, was apprehended and convicted of it on
his own confession ;and thoughnot only a lunatic,but proved
by the master of the vessel whobrought him from Rouen not
to have arrived till after the conflagration had begun, was
nevertheless condemned and executed. The evidence Lord
Clarendon has given is sufficient to convince us that the people knew not where to fix the origin of the calamity ;and the
committee of inquiry, appointed by the commons, brought out
no proofs to criminate the persons apprehended on suspicion.
There is, however, one fact upon record that undoubtedly increased its progress, and serves to show how false notions of
political freedom may sometimes nourish and encourage the
basest affections of the human heart. When the distraction
was at the highest, on account of the spreading flames, the
mayor would not venture to apply his authority in pulling
down houses to prevent its progress, because the owners had
not given their consent; and the gentlemen of the Inner Temple would not endeavour to preserve the goods which were
deposited in the lodgings of absent persons, nor suffer others
to remove them, because it was against the law to break open
any man's chambers.
But
4

94

HISTORY OF LONDON.

But the spirit of the people sunk under neither of the great
calamities by which they had been afflicted. At the instance
of the mayor and aldermen, the king used a discretionary
power, both to regulate the future distribution of the buildings
and to prescribe the materials proper for them. For a short
time the rebuilding of the houses was prohibited, and the
judges were ordered by parliament to hear and determine all
matters between landlords, tenants, and lessees, without fee or
reward. London indeed might now have been built in such a
manner as to have exceeded in beauty all thecities of the earth.
Three plans for its restoration were presented to the king by
Mr. John Evelyn, a week after the fire, with a discourse yet
remaining in the Paper-office. The plans were engraved by
the society of Antiquaries in 1748 ; in one of them, only
fourteen of twenty churches are marked; the third contains
twenty-five churches only, reserved on their old foundations,
with all the principal streets almost in the same part they formerly were, and spaces for the rest of the houses, lanes, and
alleys of note, according to the dimensions there expressed.
But the most beautiful design was made by Sir Christopher
Wren, and may be seen at length in the Parentalia. Pursuant
to the royal command, he traced over the great plain of ashes
and ruins, and thence formed his plan of a new city, free
from all the deformities and inconveniences of the old one :
but it seems probable that,even then, public utility and private
interest clashed too forcibly to admit of improvement on so
general a scale. London, however, rose from its ashes with
new beauty ;the streets were no longer narrow and incommodious; the houses were no longer suffered to be built of
WOOdj
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wood; and the plague, which till then had paid us frequent
visits, left not a pestilential symptom in the city; evincing the
truth of that common, though just, remark in the history of
human affairs, that those incidents which are regarded as the
heaviest misfortunes in their event, prove favourable and necessary circumstances to future happiness.
Till 1680 there is little that deserves our notice in the history of the corporation;but the proceedings ofthe court against
the celebrated popishplot of 1678 were then too slow to afford
satisfaction either to the parliament or the city; and the remonstrance of the latter was so strong in their petition to the
king, that his displeasure led once more to the deprivation of
their charter. In 1683, Charles, finding the measures of his
ministers harassed by the presbyterian interest, formed a project for raising a despotic authority over all the corporations of
the country, and began withLondon. A writof quo warranto
was first issued to inquire into the validity of the city charter,
whichthe king pretended had been forfeited in two instances ;
and the judges afterward declared the privileges forfeited, and
the charter at the king's disposal: but the common council
agreeing to submit to the royal pleasure before the sentence
was recorded, they were offered the restoration of their charter
on particular conditions.
Charles, however, appears to have been fully sensible of the
dangerous predicament in which he stood, and latterly became
not only sensible of the slavery in which his brother held him,
in opposition to the hasty counbut was once overheard to say,
"
am too old to go again
were given him, Brother, I
"selstothat
my travels ; you may, if you chuse it." A remark which

James
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James had afterward goodreason to remember ;for though on his

accession he singled out one alderman as a sacrifice to popery,
yet the resolution of the prince of Orange, to grant the nation
his assistance, was nosooner known than the king displayed his
cowardice. Prompted by fear, he sent for the lord mayor and
aldermen, and, with a meanness of spirit equal to that of enslaving his people, promised to restore their charter in its
full extent ; which was brought back on the 6th of October,
1688, by the infamous and cruel Jefferies.
As the citizens had contributed very much to the Revolution,
they had little difficulty in getting the proceedings ofthe former reigns reversed, and obtained from William and Mary a
full confirmation of their rights and privileges.
With the exception ofthe act of parliament which ordered
"
the erection of fifty new churches in or near the populous
" cities ofLondon and Westminster, or their suburbs,"
nothing
of extraordinary import happened in the reign of Anne. The
citizens were now in perfect harmony with the court : and the
answer their address received on the public entry of George the
" Ihave lately been made senFirst tended to preserve it.
"
(said the king) of what consequence the city of Lon" sible
is, and therefore shall be sure to take all their privi" don
leges and interests into my particular protection."
The temper and political disposition of the citizens, and their
affection to the house of Hanover, were at this time strongly
marked by their spirited instructions to their representatives ;
though, in 171 6, the enemies of the government, and the
disaffected from every part, made the metropolis, for a short
time, their rendezvous.
The
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The year 1720 was remarkable for the most notorious bubble that had been ever heard of in any kingdom ofthe world.
About 1711 a company had been established for the purpose
of an exclusive trade to the South Seas, and for the supplying
Spanish America with negroes ;and schemes, that it was impossible to realize, were grasped at by the credulity of thousands,
whose utter ruin attended the detection of those who had contrived them. A slight mention of two or three of the estates,
principally amassed during the short period of nine years, will
sufficiently evince the villainy of the directors. It is given from
the Inventories printed at the time by order of the house of
commons.
£.
183,349
Sir John Blunt's estate was returned at
Robert Chester, Esq. (beside 80001. bad debts) at 170,218
106,515
John Gore, Esq
254,144
Sir Theod. Janssen
277,905
Sir John Fellowes

...
.

.

s.

d.

10

8£

5

2

,4 IO
3 11
4 11.

The directors, however, were compelled to deliver up their
property for the relief of those who had unjustly suffered.
The year 1733 was rendered memorable by the effectual opposition made by the citizens against the scheme Sir Robert
Walpole entertained for a general Excise. It was urged by the
minister with all the power he. was master of, both of elocution, artifice, and influence; and, though carried in the house,
was so obnoxious, not only to London but to all the greater
cities of the kingdom, that Sir Robert at last dropped it, convinced of the impossibility of carrying his point without endangering the peace of the nation and his own safety.
In 1745 the city of London, however thrown into confuo

sion
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sion by the progress of the rebels, consulted every measure
that might tend to strengthen the defence of government ;and
its sheriffs, by virtue of their office, afterward attended the
rebel lords to execution. During the remainder of George the
Second's reign there is nothing of peculiar interest attaching to
the general history of the metropolis. The story of Betty
Canning, and the demolition of a temporary bridge, are not
incidents for so contracted a view as this before us. The one
is too personal, the other too local, for a full detail. But it
is observable that toward its close many of the improvements
were begun which have since added so much both to the convenience and elegance of the city.
London, in the reign of George the Third, is a subject that
will no doubt hereafter receive ample justice from the pen of
the historian. The multitude of its improvements, the vast
extension of its limits, the increase of its foundations for charitable purposes, and the loyal attachment of its citizens, have
all contributed to make the present reign remarkable. The
riot of Spitalfields, in the early part of 1768, was of but httle
consequence : andthat in favour of Mr. Wilkes, both as it regarded the Brentford election, and the conviction on the North
Briton, were productive of few consequences that seem entitled
to regard in the present history. The period of this reign indeed has been fruitful in great and extraordinary events, many
of which, though at the time they happened furnished both the
patriot and politician with peculiar anxiety, were too much
the consideration of party, either to demand the care of the
writer, at the present time, or to claim the attention of the
public.
In
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In 177 1 London witnessed the new and extraordinary spectacle of its lord mayor and another of its principalmagistrates
being committed prisoners to the Tower by the Commons. It
arose from a proceeding which seems only to have administered
new opportunities for a popular opposition to the branches of
the legislature, as well as to the executive government. The
speaker's warrant, it appears, against certain persons in the
city, by whom the liberty of the press had been abused,
was more than once stopped in its execution; and though
the lord mayor afterward justified his share in the opposition upon his oath of office, by which he was obliged to preserve inviolate the franchises of the city, his justification was
not allowed. Alderman Oliver, a second party in the affair,
was, if any thing, handled still more roughly than the mayor :
on his examination before the house he made no defence, but
expressed himself conscious of having done his duty, and was
indifferent to the consequences; and, as he thought it in vain to
appeal to justice,defied the threats of power : while Mr.Wilkes,
the third party, though summoned to the house, neither attended nor was ever called upon for his defence.
But the imprisonment of the magistrates was not the only
circumstance this year which seemed to bear an aspect peculiarly
unfavourable to the metropolis. The bill for the embankment at Durham-yard was another matter which excited much
complaint, and was represented by the citizens as a violent invasion of their right of conservancy ;and an usurpation of the
property which they claimed in the soil or bed of the river.

Though this matter was of a private nature, it was dexterously
brought forward upon public ground, as an improvement that
o

2

would
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would be of the greatest utility,in respect to the navigation of
that part ofthe Thames: and though carried through the house
by the commons, was afterward protested against in the lords,
and the crown petitioned by the citizens to withhold its
sanction from the Bill.
The opposition which was given to another project, in 1772,
for a grand canal of communication between London and the
adjacent country, is probably to be ascribed to the same cause.
It was conceived by Mr.James Sharp, who made choice of the
spacious area of Moorfields, as the extreme point to which it
might be most commodiously directed: with this view he
caused the level to be taken from what are called the Quarters,
and found, to his great surprise, that it extended no less than
thirteen miles and a half, and approached so near to Walthamabbey as to make that place the other extreme point whence it
might proceed. Upon further trial, he found the project not
only practicable but easy ;and, according to his calculation,
a canal, sixty feet wide at the surface, four feet and a half deep,
and terminating in a bason four hundred feet long, and two
hundred broad, might have been completed from Walthamabbey for the sum of 52,495k The scheme received the approbation of the city; and when it was opposed in parliament,
the friends of the metropolis had evidently the better of the argument ;but when the question came to be put, the supporters
found themselves in a lamentable minority, the numbers on
the division being, ayes 10, noes 61.
But from projects of improvement we turn once more to a
detail of a more unpleasant kind ;though the circumstances
which attended the riots of i78o'can hardly need enumeration
here'.
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here. An act having passed, by which his majesty's popish
subjects were relieved from certain penalties and disabilities
imposed on them at the Revolution, an alarm was suddenly
spread throughout the country, societies were formed for the
defence of the protestant faith, committees appointed, books
dispersed, and, in short, every method taken to inflame the
zeal of the people. These attempts, which appear to have
originated in Scotland, being totally neglected by government,
and but feebly resisted by the more liberal-minded, produced
all their effects. The Protestant Association, as it was called,
to which the proposed repeal of the act had given rise, was at
last assembled by advertisement in St. George's fields, and,
with Lord George Gordon at its head, proceeded to the house
of commons. Their petition, as the attorney-general believed,
.when their leader came to trial, was at one timeintended to
have been presented in a legal, constitutional, and orderly
manner. But the petitioners, when they came to Palace-yard,
not only acted in the most violent and indecent way, in endeavouring to terrify and impel thelegislature to repeal the act, but
the more evil-designed seized the opportunity of exciting a
general insurrection. Religion, which had so often been the
cloak of villainy and outrage, in these tumults scarce kept on
its mask a moment. Reformation was attempted by conflagrations; and, though the chapels and dwelling-houses of the
Roman catholics were the first objects of their fury, yet afterward,under the pretext of opposing popery, they demolished
the dwellings ofprotestant individuals. It was observed by a
nobleman, a short time subsequent, that the Tower was too
rood a prison for Lord George; but he had left no other.
3
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The terror that was spread is yet alive in the memory of thou-

sands ;and it is not a little remarkable that the riots, which
tended to the direct subversion of all order and government,
should have been the means of affording a strength to administration, which few other events could at that timehave produced. The scenes of enormity then exhibited by the frantic
rioters in the metropolis struck all men with horror, and inspired a general dread of all popular meetings, however peaceable or legal : a circumstance the influence of which has been
strongly felt of later years.
The last anecdote, materially connected with the affairs of
the city, relates to the improvement of the prebendal estate of
Finsbury. The manor had been, at various times, leased by
the prebendaries to the mayor and citizens, and had been long
found singularly capable of improvement; so capable that,
from a life interest of 39I. 13s. 4d. the prebendary (Dr. Christopher Wilson), with the assistance of the corporation, raised
its annual profits, in 1783, to the enormous sum of 4792k:
and the nett division at Christmas, 1797, after all deductions,
was to the corporation 3646k ;to the heirs of Dr. Wilson (who
died bishop of, Bristol in 1792) 2431k; and to Dr. Apthorpe,
the present prebendary, 12 15I. The church history affords few
instances ofsuch an increase; but its reversionary value is very
small, having but a few years to run before the lease expires,
when the estate returns to the church, with its vast income,
unless the wisdom of parliament should otherwise direct.
Since the period of this advantage, London has been chiefly
remarkable for its continual increase, and its steady attachment to its sovereign ; while its vast improvements, even in
4
times
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times of the heaviest pressure, have excited the wonder of
surrounding nations. They who walk through the streets of
London, and compare the condition of those which are well
paved, either with the recollection of their former state, or
with such as yet remain under the old disadvantages, cannot
but be forcibly struck withthe contrast ; while the improved
size and arrangement of the houses, the free circulation of
the air, and the introduction of fresh water, not only have
kept our metropolis free from every symptom of infection,
but, within the last half century, have made a considerable
diminution in the annual bills of mortality. The cause of
its amazing extension is a curious subject for political economists ; and the spirit of improvement which still pervades
the minds of its inhabitants is undoubtedly entitled to
our admiration. Schemes of the most magnificent extent
still occupy the minds of hundreds ;and the more busy part
of the metropolis may be expected, while our trade continues
in prosperity, gradually to rival the suburbs in airiness, while
it far exceeds them in its elegance. To the antiquary, London
is still a source of inexhaustible intelligence: while its History
is more diversified in events, and its influence, in a national
point of view, more powerful, than those of any city in the
universe.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER II.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF LONDON.

JL he history of cities is scarcely inferior to the history of empires : the great cities, that have flourished, have not only been
the seat of empire, but the general emporium of all that was
grand in the productions of human intellect and the accumulated powers of nations. Nineveh, famed for her walls and
towers, vast in circumference, height and breadth, Babylon,
withher hanging gardens and all her wonders, the self-fortified
and proud Persepolis, the magnificent Palmyra buried in the
desert, and her sister Balbec, Egyptian Thebes, withher ponderous remains, which in the times of the first Greek historian
were, what they still are, ruins beyond the memory of record:
each of these, and many more that might be named, excite astonishment, regret, obscure conjectures that are endless, and inferences that may be systematic, but that are hypothetical.
p
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Could a just enumeration be given of that mass of objects
which London now contains, and could the grand estimate be
read by those ancients who inhabited cities once so great, and
still so renowed, London to them might appear still more miraculous. Men are seldom surprised at, nay, they do but rarely
even admire or comprehend, the excellence of that which they
are in the daily habit of seeing, however admirable it may really
be. Any description of London, which words can give, can
only be a sketch to suggest that amplitude and grandeur which
must be filled up by the imagination: it is only thus that objects
in detail can be so associated as to form a whole, and pourtray
the diversity, number, and magnitude, which actually exist.
Though widely different in its essential qualities, London
possesses those grand features whichcharacterised ancient Rome :
it is the seat of liberty, the mart of intellect, and the envy of
nations. Itis a magazine so vast that the whole world is supplied from its stores : itis the centre from which diverge roads,
canals, and allthose outlets ofinternal and foreign commerce the
activity of which never slumbers. Hence that circulation in
the national body, which renders every part healthful ;equal in
vigour and in prosperity ; a circulation that benefits alike the
heart and the most distant members. In wealth, and even in
splendour, the merchant vies with the nobleman : not to the
latter, but to the former, the Government applies for loans that
appear to be inexhaustible ;and not only the wholesale warehouses but the magazines and shops of retail trade astonish, by
their varied, elegant, and noble display.
Having taken this brief general view, it is necessary to speak
more particularly.
As
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As in the present work the advantages which are enjoyed by
London will most of them be recapitulated, it is but just, in
these introductory remarks, to cursorily notice its most striking
defects. Among these, one of the principal is its irregularity.
The plan of London, in its present state, will to the least competent judge appear highly inconvenient, when considered as a
grand commercial city, built on the banks of so noble a river as
the Thames. The wharfs and quays on each of its shores are
many of them extremely mean, confined, and inconvenient :
what they ought to be may perhaps be best conjectured by contemplating the new docks, with all their warehouses and appurtenances, that are now erecting, and which are likely soon to exhibit a spectacle of commercial grandeur, such as the world
must envy, but cannot equal.
The streets that lead to these quays and wharfs are many of
them built on declivities, up which it is barely possible to drag
heavy loads, and killing to the draught horses. Others are so
narrow as to ensure every difficulty which obstruction can offer,
and which nothing but the mostconsummate dexterity can escape.
Every dav, when business is transacted at the Custom-house,
Lower Thames- street presents a scene of hurry, crowd and confusion, such as probably no other city or place on earth can
equal : foot passengers, confined to a narrow pavement most
carefully guarded by thick and immoveable posts, make their
way to the Custom-house withthe utmost difficulty. The carts,
of which the street is absolutely full, though wedged in so that
egress and regress are apparently blocked up, yet, when ready
to move, make room, and pass each other with an expert facility
and order that excite amazement. That these absurd inconveniences, with all their attendant dangers and frequent accidents,
p
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should subsist through a lapse of time, and still continue, isperhaps a subject of still greater astonishment.
The modern part of London excepted, there is a windingirregularity and want of uniform appearance, in many of the
streets of London, by whichit is greatly disfigured, and all
grandeur of aspect lost. Seen from a height, or even fromsuch
openplaces as Westminster-bridge, London presents a forest of
spires, steeples, and turrets, appertaining to churches and other
public buildings : yet these churches are so built in and locked
up among alleys, courts, and streets that, with a few exceptions,
strangers may traverse the whole metropolis without the least
knowledge that such large buildings have any existence.
The roads that lead to London are most of them spacious, in
excellent repair, and so well lighted by lamps, to a considerable
distance, that foreigners arriving by night have imagined there
was a general illumination: yet, at the edge of London, the
entering streets and avenues are many of them mean, and calculated to inspire foreigners with very erroneous ideas concerning the real magnificence of this metropolis.
London possesses greater architectural beauties than foreigners are willing to allow : many of them indeed lie concealed,
except from the eye of determined research ;but as expense and
the manners of the English have occasioned the houses of this
city to be built of brick, and generally on a confined scale, that
grandeur which massive stones and lofty structures create is seldom to be seen in this city ;it is therefore accused, very inconsiderately, of being contemptible in its buildings. To live within his own family, free from interruption, contest, or intrusion,
to have apartments that are clean and warm, adapted to their
several purposes, and in every respect convenient, is the Englishman's
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glishman's delight ; and to effect all these the architect exerts
his utmost skill. Even in the mansions of rank and opulence
grandeur is seldom more than a secondary object. To build
with brick, therefore, in a manner not sufficiently durable to
stand for ages is here especially requisite, and would, indeed, be
every wherebeneficial ; for improvements are continuallymade,
by which convenience is increased. For this reason, whatever
vanity or magnificence (be it real or imaginary) mayboast, there
is no city on earth the inhabitants of which enjoy so many of
the accommodations which architecture can afford as those of
London. Nations that prefer the parade of pomp to the enjoyment of social comforts, and the convenient performance of
social duties, must include the buildings of London among its
greatest defects ; truth and common sense will esteem them to
be one of its characteristic blessings.
The original plan and construction of London are due to an
age when narrow streets were probably conceived to be necessary
to safety, because more easily guarded against an enemy, since
they were common to all Europe : the public spirit which now
appears determined to rectify so great an evil cannot be too
highly applauded.
But that which forms an essential part of the general character of a city is the natural capacity of its situation for the health,
comfort, pleasure, and happiness of the inhabitants. In this
London is singularly fortunate. It stretches along the banks
of the river Thames, which here winds so as to give the utmost
aid that can be afforded by the disposition of its waters, to the
commerce, embellishment, and salubrious ventilation of the
town. This river, though far from the largest, is said to be the
most commodious for commerce of any the world affords. In
all

110

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF LONDON.

all seasons of the year it is filled with fleets that are incessantly
departing for or returning from every near and distant climate.
Being sixty miles distant from the sea, London, profiting by this
beautiful river, enjoys every benefit of navigation, without the
danger of being surprised by foreign fleets, or the inconvenience
of being annoyed by the moist vapours of the sea. It rises regularly from the water side, and, extending from east to west in
a kind of amphitheatre on the north bank, is continued for
nearly twenty miles in every direction by successive populous
villages, the country seats of opulent merchants and tradesmen,
and the magnificent villas ofthe higher ranks.
It consists of three principal divisions ; the city of London,
the city of Westminster, and the borough of Southwark, with
their respective suburbs : to which we must add, as not coming within these principal sections, Lambeth, the Surry-road,
and other extensive buildings between Lambethand Southwark.
The two former divisions are situated on the northern side of
the Thames, in the county of Middlesex, great part of them
lying on hills, and forming a grand and beautiful amphitheatre round the water ; the latter, on the southern bank, in
the county of Surry, on level ground, anciently an entire
morass.

The length of London, from Hyde-park corner to Poplar, is
above sevenmiles ;exclusive of houses that on each side line the
principal roads to the distance of several miles in every direction, so that strangers often imagine themselves there long before they arrive. Its breadth is irregular, being, at the narrowest
part, little more than half a mile; and, at the broadest, almost
four miles. The soil is chiefly a bed of gravel, in some places
mixed with clay. The air and climate are subject to frequent
and
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and sudden change; but, in other respects, as temperate as any
other perhaps on earth. From these, and a variety of circumstances, which we shall have occasion to enumerate, London
is, probably, the most healthy capital of Europe.
The tide in the river flows 15 miles higher than London ;but
the water is not salt in any part of the town, and its native
stream is sweet and pure. The river is secured in its channels
by embankments : its mean breadth at low water is estimated at
a quarter of a mile ;its depth in shallow places as low as 4, in
others as highas 20, fathoms : at high, and still more at spring
tides, the volume of its waters is greatly increased.
The principal streets are wide and airy, surpassing those of
every European city in their convenience for trade, and the accommodation of passengers. They are paved in the middle,
for carriages, withlarge stones, in a very compact manner, rising
in a convexity to pass the water off by two side channels, on the
right and left of which is a broad pavement of flag-stones, and
raised a little above the centre, for the convenience of people on
foot. Underneath the pavements are largevaulted channels, called
sewers, whichcommunicatewitheach house by smaller drains, and
with eveiy street, by convenient openings and gratings, to carry
off all filth that can be conveyed in that manner into the river.
All mud or other rubbish, that accumulates on the surface of
the streets, is taken away by persons employed by the public for
that purpose. Most of the great streets, appropriated to shops
for retail trade, have an unrivalled aspect of wealth and splendour. Ithas been estimated that London contains about 8000
streets, lanes, alleys, and courts, 60 squares, and 160,000 houses,
warehouses, and other buildings. London is amply supplied
with
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withmarkets for provisions, as well as withmarkets, warehouses,
and shops, for all articles of necessity or luxury ;and,perhaps,
thereis no town in which an inhabitant, who possesses the universalmedium of exchange, can be so freely supplied as herewith
the produce of nature or art, from every quarter of the globe.
The houses in London are many of them built on a uniform
plan,consisting of three or four stories above ground, with one
under thelevel ofthe streets, containing the kitchen and cellars.
In each story is a large room in front, and inthe back is a smaller room,and the staircase. This is spoken only of the general
class of houses. Those of the nobility and persons of wealth
and fashion, though mostly plain and simple in the exterior,
have numerous spacious and elegant apartments. Water is
conveyed, three times a week, into almost every house, by leaden
pipes, and preserved in cisterns, or other reservoirs, in such
quantities that the inhabitants have a constant and even lavish
supply. Nothing can be more commodious or cleanly than the
interior of private houses ; and this character may be extended,
withfew exceptions, to lodging-hotels, taverns and coffee-houses.
The principal streets, following the course of the river, extend from west to east ;and most of the cross streets run from
north to south.
There are two grand lines of streets from west to east. One
of them, which may be called the northern line, commences from
the Uxbridge-road at the north side of Hyde-park, and under
the successive names of Oxford-street, St. Giles's, Holborn,
Newgate-street, Cheapside, Cornhill, and Leadenhall-street, is
continued on to Whitechapel and Mile-end on the Essex-road.
The southern line commences on the Bath road at the south
side
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side of Hyde-park, and is continued under the successive names
of Piccadilly,St. James's-street, Pall Mall,Charing-cross, Strand,
Fleet-street, Ludgate-hill, St. Paul's Church-yard, Watlingstreet, Cannon-street, and Tower-street, to the Tower of London, andthence two miles by the river side through Wapping.
The boundary of the Thames and the two grand lines of
streets render it exceedingly easy, therefore, for any strangers
to find their road in London ; for there are but few parts of the
town which are not withinhalfa mile of one of these lines.
It may be of use to strangers to make another division of this
metropolis into three great districts : the west end of the town,
the east end, and the city.
The west end of the town is the most modern and elegant part of London ; it is inhabited by the nobility and gentry, and is the seat of government and the court. It may be
said to extend westwardfrom the meridian of Charing-cross.
The citv, in its familiar phrase, means the trading part of
the town, extending to the east from Charing-cross as far as the
meridian of the Monument, or the Tower ; but, locally speaking, it is confined within a circle, the radius of which would
reach, perhaps, halfa mile round St. Paul's cathedral.
Eastward of the meridian of Tower-hill,London must be entirely considered as a sea-port ; the inhabitants of this large
district being in general connected withmarine affairs, and consisting of ship-builders, ship-owners, captains of vessels, merchants, sailors, shop-keepers, and others who are employed to
transact the business of this unrivalled port. ■
West of Blackfriar's-bridge, the banks of the Thames are
rendered subservient at once to objects of businessand pleasure;
but
q_

—
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but, eastward of that bridge, they are solely occupied by a line
of warehouses and wharfs, and devoted to the hurry and intercourse of commerce.
The borough of Southwark, which lies on the south side of
the Thames, is chiefly inhabited by merchants and traders, and
has only one main street, which extends from London-bridge
into the country, and is called the BoroughHigh-street.. A fine
street also runs from Blackfriar's-bridge to St. George's-fields ;
and others are projecting, which will greatly add to the value
and beauty of this part of the metropolis.
POPULATION OF LONDON.

It has been the passion of great cities to contend for superiority of population. We will not say that population, thereby
meaning great multitudes wholive in the same town, is an evil.
On the contrary, from that chiefly has resulted all that is great
and good among mankind. But it becomes an evil, which
scarcely all its benefits can compensate, when population is

confined within an unduly narrow compass. The city that
contends for superiority of population with another of equal size
contends for a misfortune.
London is less populous, its extent considered, than many
other great cities. The streets are wider, and the inhabitants
of every class, those of high rank excepted, enjoy more room for
themselves and families than is usual for the same classes in foreign countries. .Not only the merchant, the wealthy trader,
and persons inliberalemployments, occupy each an entire house,
but most shop-keepers of the middling class, and some even of
the
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the lowest, have their houses to themselves ;although many let
out part of them to lodgers. Foreign cities excepted, whose
limits are enlarged by gardens, London enjoys a great superiority of space.
From the report on the population of England, published on
the authbrity of an act passed in the 43 Geo. III. London, including the suburbs, appears to contain 837,956 settled inhabitants ; but the great number of soldiers, mariners, provincial
visitors, and foreigners, who are constantly in London for the
purposes of business or pleasure, increases the population to at
least 900,000. As a matter of curiosity, as well as an authentic document, we subjoin an abstract of the report above mentioned :

—

London

-...
-

fLondon within the walls
withoutthe walls
JLondon
(as a ward of it) though separate in some re- 7
J[Southwark
j
spects, and in the county of Surry

r Westminster

--

-

-

75,377
54,141
fi_

.

'4

153,272
189,293
189,293

- - ...
- - ...- 1,428
Artillery-ground Precinct
Charter-house, extraparochial - - 1,221
Glasshouse-yard Liberty
....
St. James's, Clerkenwell
....
St. Luke's
26,881
- - ...
St. Mary,Islington
- 3,76,3
TowerDivision

249

23,396
10,-212

St. Sepulchre's
InMiddlesex J Ho,bo^
Divisioi^ inciuding
St. Andrew's
St. George the Martyr
St. Clement's
St. Giles's
Duchy ofLancaster Liberty
St. George's Bloomsbury
St. Mary-le-bone
-And several others.
CBermondsey
_
t

n/r-jji

„

InSurry

-

-|
- -- - - .""-" V 175,820
- - - - - - --- 17,169
- -<JRotherhithe
- - - - - - ...
Lambeth
- - 46
"£ Lambeth Palace
- - - 837,956
Totalpersons

0^2

/

'

10,296
27,939
46
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Although this detail relative to the population of London
does not strictly belong to this chapter, yet it is better to incur
a breach of form than omit the preceding table, or the interesting statements that follow, which relate to the same subject.
London is situated intwo counties, divided by the river Thames,
and its population is exhibited in five divisions. A thirtieth
part may be added to the resident population of England in general, for the mariners and soldiery ;but it is undeniable that
14,000 arrivals of trading shippingannually must make an accession to the resident population of the metropolis, to a larger
amount than elsewhere. On this consideration, adding a twentyfifth instead ofa thirtieth part, the metropolis contains 900,000

—

persons.
POPULATION.

-

1700

1750

1802

City ofLondon within the walls
City ofLondon without the walls, including the Inns
.....
of Court
- - -- 169000156000155000
City and Libertiesof Westminster
Out-parishes within the Bills of Mortality within the Bills of Mortality
. 915C
5. Parishes
C. Total of the Metropolis
674350J67c250
1.
2.

3.
4.

not

139300 87000 78000

130000 152000 165000
2269O0 2539OO379OOO
22350:23000
900000

walls of the ancient city of London included a space,
now in the middle of the metropolis, about one mile and a half
in length, and rather more than half a mile in breadth. The
population of this part has diminished almost one half during
the last century. Many streets have been widened, and many
public buildings erected ;the number of houses has, therefore,
been much lessened : and the houses that remain are not
crowded with inhabitants, as they formerly were.
2. The
4
i. The
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The city of London, without the walls, is an extension of
the ancient city, which it surrounds. It is governed by the
City Magistrates.
2.

3. Westminster is the seat of government; its site is westward, and it now joins to and forms a part of London.
4. The London Bills of Mortality were originally instituted
about the year 1562. From 1603 a complete series is preserved.
Narrow streets and alleys, illventilated, with the filth and putrescence of a crowded population not carried off by sufficient
sewers, rendered London very unhealthy in former times, and
caused a plague once in twenty years. The crowded part of
London was purified by the memorable conflagration of 1666,
which appears to have exterminated the plague. The district
within the bills of mortality has been gradually extended, and,
beside London and Westminster, now comprehends a large
populationunder the title of out-parishes.
5. A few parishes, now forming part of the metropolis, have
not yet been taken into the bills of mortality. The rapid increase ofthe population of this division indicates the extent of
new buildings ; yet the population of London does not increase so fast as that of the kingdom in general. In 1700
the metropolis contained almost an eighth part of the inhabitants of England and Wales ; in 1750 above a tenth part, and
at present rather less than that proportion.
6. Some objections may, perhaps, be made to the accuracy of
the limits of the metropolis, here assumed. It may, therefore,.
be proper to observe that, within a circle extending eight miles
around St..Paul's cathedral, the total population,including the
aforesaid
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aforesaid addition of one twenty-fifth part, amounts to 1,030,000
persons*.
The many enquiries and discussions which have taken place,
concerning the population of the metropolis, have determined
that the deaths unregistered are about 5,000 annually ; and the
registered burials of the last five years average at 24,000. Nine
hundred thousand divided by twenty-nine thousand gives the
annual mortality at one in thirty-one. In the year 1750, it
appears to have been one in twenty-three; but it is not wonderful that the many salutary improvements that have been
made should have had this effect.

DISEASES AND MORTALITY.

In the year 1650, the total number of deaths was 8,764. In
1700, they were 19.443. In 1750, they were 23,727.
In 1798
and 1799, they were 18,000 in each year. And in 1800 they
were 23,068, in 1801 they were 19,374, and in 1802 the following is a list of the principal diseases :
5925

died undet

two years

of age,

1327 between seventy and one hundred,
2 upwards of one hundred,
639 of asthma,
266 ofappoplexy,

* The department of Paris is also contained in a circle, extending eight English
miles around the

centre of

that city. Init are rather more than 600,000 persons.

4078
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407S of consumptions,
3503 of convulsions,
845 of dropsies,
2201 of fevers,
107 of gout,
635 of inflammations,
125 in a state of lunacy,
559 of measles,
336 of mortifications,
1579 of small-pox *,
363 from teething.

SALUBRITY AND CLIMATE.

The breadth of the streets, and the space occupied by families, contribute greatly to health. But in London there are a
varietyof circumstances that tend to the same point. The greater
part of the town is situated on rising ground ; the soil is of the
most salubrious kind, being sound and dry : the low parts are
relieved of moisture by subterraneous sewers, or drains ;a broad
and rapid river flowing through the heart of the town, and
agitated twice in four and twenty hours by the tide, ventilates
and purifies the whole ; the immense quantities of water conveyed into the houses, even the meanest, for domestic purposes,

* In the year 1801 the number was 1461. but the small-pox is happily losing
its malignancy, by the introduction ofthe vaccine inoculation; a sure preventive,
which,from its mildness and perfect safety, does not deserve the name of a disease.
These returns from the bills of mortality may serve to form a general idea of disease,
but they are certainly nota very precise one.

afford
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afford the means of cleanliness, one of the surest companions
of health. In a word, although the atmosphere of London is
too frequently moist, and the change from warm to cold sometimes sudden, yet this metropolis is one of the most healthy
and the least subject to contagious diseases in the world*.

CONSUMPTION OF PROVISIONS.

One cause of the general salubrity of London may be traced
to the food of its inhabitants. Perhaps there is no city on
earth where the labouring people, and certainly none wherethe
middling classes, enjoy so large a share in the necessaries and
inferior comforts of life as in this metropolis ;and a generous
diet is no doubt a powerful agent in the health as well as the
happiness ofa people. The great quantity of animal food consumed in London demonstrates the excellent condition of the
inhabitants ; for though there are wealthy persons who waste
animal food in the composition of certain dishes, yet their num-

* During the four last years of thelast century, Six's thermometer out of

doors
averaged 49.6 ; the barometer 29.6 ; and the average annual depth of rain was
19 inches ; on the hottest day during the four years, in June 1798, the thermometer
stood at 86 ; and on the coldest day in December, 1796, it fell to 4. in that month
it averaged 32.1. In December, 1797, it is averaged 42.7; in December, 1798.
35.2 ; and 1799, 34.3. There are about 209 days in the year without rain, and
156 in which it rain's or snows ;about 12 is the average of days in which it snows
or sleets ; the number of cloudy days, when the sun scarcely ever appears, is about
50oi6O out ofthe 209.

ber
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ber is so small that the waste cannot occasion any very sensible
decrease in so large an estimate.
Animal Food. The number of bullocks annually consumed
in London is stated at 1 10,000 ;of sheep and lambs, 776,000 ;
calves, 210,000; hogs, 210,000; sucking-pigs, 60,000; beside
animals of other kinds. It does not, however, give a perfect
idea of the immense consumption of animal food in London, to
speak only of the number of bullocks and other animals
brought to the London market ;their size and fine condition
should be seen by a stranger, to enable him to judge of its extent*.
Milk. The herds of milch cows in the vicinity of London
excite surprise in foreigners, yet few of them suspect the amount
of the consumption of milk, which is not less than 6,980,000
gallons annually. The number of cows kept for this supply is
8,500; the sum paid by the retailers of milk, to thecow-keepers,
is given annually at 240,833!. on which the retailers lay an
advance of cent, per cent, making the cost to the inhabitants
481,6661. There is an abuse in this important article of food,
which is the more surprizing because it is universally known
and acknowledged. Not content with the profit above stated,

—

—

* Among the nuisances which disgrace the metropolis, few are morein need of
reformation than the practice of driving and killing cattle. Slaughtering-houses
never shouldbe permitted in a great and populous city. The barbarity practised by
driving animals through the streets cannot fail to shock humanity ; while the footpassengers are exposed to the most imminent peril,by the conduct of the butcherboys, and drovers.
R

the
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the retailers add, on an average, a sixth part of water to the milk.
Although the cow-keepers do not adulterate it themselves, they
are not the less implicated ;for, in rooms where the milk is measured from the cow-keeper to the retailer, pumps are erected for
the express purpose of furnishing water for the adulteration,
which is openly performed before any person who happens to be
present.

Vegetables andFruit.— There are 10,000 acres of ground, near
the metropolis, cultivated for vegetables, and about 4,000 acres
for fruit, to supply the London consumption. The sum paidat
market for vegetables, annually, is about 645,0001.; and for fruit
about 400,0001. ;independent of the advance of the retailers,
which,on an average, is more than 2oo\.per cent, making the entire cost of vegetables and fruit for the London supply upward
of 3,000,000!. sterling.
Wheat, Coals, Ale, and Porter, &c. The yearly consumption
of wheat in London is 700,000 quarters, each containing
eight Winchester bushels; of coals, 600,000 chaldrons, 36
bushels ineach chaldron ;of ale and porter*, 1,113,500 barrels,

—

each

*

The wholesome and excellent beverage of porter obtained its name, about the
year 1730, from the following circumstances. Prior to theabove-mentioned period,
the malt liquors in general use were ale, beer and twopenny ; and it wascustomary,
for the drinkers of malt-liquor, to call for a pint or tankard of halfand half,i.e. half
-of ale and half of beer ;— half of ale and half of twopenny ; or half of beer and
half of twopenny. In course of time italso became the practice tocall for apint or
tankard of three threads, meaning a third of ale, beer, and twopenny ; and thus the
publican had thc trouble to go to three casks, and turn three cocks for a pint of
liquor

—
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each containing 36 gallons ;spirituous liquors and compounds,
11,146,782 gallons ;wine, 32,500 tons; butter, about 16,600,000
pounds, and of cheese, 21,100,000 pounds.
Fish,

liquor. To avoid this trouble and waste, a brewer, of the name of Harwood,
conceived the idea of making aliquor which should partake of the united flavors
of ale,beer, and twopenny. He did so, and succeeded, calling it entire ; or entire
butt beer ;meaning that it was drawn entirely from one cask or butt. Being a
hearty nourishing liquor, it was very suitable for porters and other workingpeople :
hence it obtained the name of porter.
Messrs. Whitbread and Co.'s brewery, in Chiswell-street, near Moorfields, is the
largest in London. The liquor produced in it is also esteemed to be of thebest quality. The quantity of porter brewed in the year in this house, when malt and hops
were at a moderate price, has been above 200,000 barrels.
There is one stone cistern that contains 3600 barrels, and there are 49 large oak
vats, some of which contain 3500 barrels. One is 27 feet in height, and 22 feet in
diameter, surrounded with iron hoops at every four or five inches distance, and
toward the bottom it is covered with hoops. There are three boilers, each of
which holds about 5000 barrels.
One of Mr. Watt's steam-engines works the machinery. It pumps the water,
wort, and beer, grinds the malt, stirs the mash-tubs, and raises thecasks out of the
cellars. Itis able to do the work of 70 horses, though it is of a small size, being
only a 24 inch cylinder, and does notmake more noise than a spinning-wheel.
One of the most curious parts of the machinery is a screw, on the principle of Archimedes, which turns in a fixed case, and literally screws the malt that is groundby
the mill, and conveys it to the top of the building, as the mill happens to be situated
rather too low.
In the upper part ofthe building are cooling cisterns that would cover above five
acres of land, only six inches deep, but made quite tight, and kept very clean. The
porter cools in these, generally, in about six hours.
Great improvements aredailymaking, and particularly in theboilers ;two of these
arecovered so as to collect the steam, which is used instead of cold water : by this
means a great quantity of fuelis saved.
R2

The
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Fish, Poultry, &c. The quantity of fish consumed in London is comparatively small, fishbeing excessively dear ;and this
is perhaps the most culpable defect in the supply of the capital,

considering

The barrels or casks, of ordinary dimensions, are in number about 20,000 ; 20O
workmen are employed, and 80 horses of a very large size: of these one was lately
killed, being diseased, whose four shoes weighed 34lb. ; this was probably oneof the
largest ofhis species.
ln fhe course of the operations, the beer is forced by a pump through pipes under
the street to a large building, on the other side of the way, to be put in casks.
In the mash tubs, which are about 20 feet deep, there is a machine to stir up the
malt, that constantly turns round, and is very ingeniously managed by means of a
screw, so as to rise and fall alternately, and at the same time to move alternately, at
the top, the middle, and the bottom.
Whether the magnitude or ingenuity of contrivance be considered, this brewery
is one of the greatest curiosities that is to be any where seen, and littleless thanhalf
a million sterling is employed in machinery, buildings, andmaterials.
We must not omit here to mention, in contradiction to a long but ill-founded belief, that the Thames water alone would make goodporter, sincein this large brewery
the waterused is not from the Thames, but partly from the New River, and partly
from a springon the premises.
The quantity of porter brewed in London annually exceeds 1,200,000 barrels of
36 gallons each ; and the most considerable breweries, after that of Whithxad,
Brown, and Co. are Meux and Co. Barclay and Co. Hanbury and Co. and Shum
and Co. each of which brew annually upward of 100,000 barrels. Next in order
to these stand Felix Calvert andCo. Goodwynand Co. John Calvert and Co. Elliot
and Co. and Clowes and Co.
Barrels.
170,403
Meux
Barclay

Whitbread

Hanbury
Shum

.....
.

150,583
131,801

129,916
101,281

F. Calvert
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considering that the rivers of Britain, and the seas round her
coast, teem with that elegant and useful food. On an average,
there are not annually more than 14,500 boats of cod, and
other sea-fish, brought to the London market ; exclu-

sive of mackarel, which is sometimes plentiful, and tolerably
cheap. Poultry is seldom at the table of any but the wealthy or
the luxurious : owing to the state of agriculture, the supply is
inadequate to general consumption, and the price exorbitant.
The laws prohibit game to be publicly sold, yet the quantity
consumed in London is not small : it finds its way by
presents, and even by clandestine sale, to the liouses of the
middling classes. Venison is sold in London (chiefly by pastrycooks) at a moderate rate ;but a great part of the consumption,
which is considerable, is at the tables of the proprietors of deer
parks, or at those of their friends.
Quality of Provisions. Provisions in London are generally of
the most excellent kind. A small portion, however, of the animal food is bad, unfit for nutriment or health. Were the poor
aware that the best meat is in reality the cheapest, the bad would
soon be banished the London market.
Quality ofthe Bread. Bread is certainly seldom adulterated;
in general it is fine and sound.

—

—

F.Calvert
Goodwyn
J. Calvert
Elliot
Clowes

Biley
Cox

.....
.....

75,128
70,091
56,555
51,864
57,810
36,693
32,143

Places
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PLACES OF WORSHIP.

London is distinguishedby the number andvariety ofitsplaces
of worship. It contains 116 churches of the established religion ; 62 chapels of ease, being chapels of the established religion in parishes the population of which is too great for the
magnitude of their respective churches ; 1_ Roman Catholic
chapels; 17 churches and chapels belonging to foreign protestants ;6 synagogues, or places of worship of the Jews ;and
132 meeting-houses belonging to different English protestants,
that dissent from the established religion ; making a total of
344HOSPITALS AND CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

Among the moral features of the metropolis is the multitude
of its institutions'for the relief of the diseased and indigent, in
their various wants. Beside two hospitals supported at the
public charge, one for the maintenance of invalid seamen and
the other for invalid soldiers, London has 22 hospitals or asylums for the sick and lame, and pregnant women; 107 almshouses, for the maintenance of old men and women ; 18 institutions for that of indigent persons of various other descriptions ;
17 dispensaries for gratuitously supplyingthe poor with medicine, and medical aid, at their own dwellings ; 3 1 free-schools,
with perpetual endowments, for educating and maintaining
3,500 children of both sexes ;17 other public schools, for deserted and poor children ;165 parish schools, supported by their
respective parishes, with the aid of occasional voluntary contributions

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF LONDON.

127

butions which, on an average, clothe and educate 6000 boys
and girls ; and in each parish a workhouse, for maintaining its
own helpless poor. But this ample list of public charities does
not include the whole. In the city of London, belonging to its
corporation, there are 91 publiccompanies, that distribute above
75,oool. annually in charity ; and the metropolis has beside a
multitude of institutions, either for the education or relief of
those who are actually distressed, of a less public and prominent
nature than the above, but which immensely swell the aid given
to the indigent. It is difficult even to discover each of these
institutions, many of them being in obscure parts of the town,
and so little ostentatious as to assume no public mark of their
existence ;but the sums annually expended in the metropolis,
in charitable purposes, independently of the private relief given
to individuals, has been estimated at 850,000!.
Most of the hospitals and asylums were founded by private
munificence : of these some are endowed with perpetual revenues, and others supportedby annual or occasionaland voluntary
contributions. The almshouses were built and endowed either
by private persons or corporate bodies of tradesmen. Many of
the free schools sprang from the same origin. The magnitude
of several ofthe buildings dedicated to public charities, and the
large revenues attached to them, no doubt well deserve the traveller's notice ;but that whichgraces the capital and the nation
with more unequivocal honour is the general administration of
the public charities. The wards of a London hospital do not
form a contrast with exterior magnificence, by inward filth and
a parsimonious measure of the aid afforded to the unfortunate
inhabitants. The medical assistance is the best the profession
1

can
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can supply ;the attendance is ample, and the persons employed
in that office are as humane as its nature admits of ;the rooms
are cleanly, and as wholesome as care can render the dwelling of
a multitude of diseased persons, and the food is proper for the
condition of the patient. In the almshouses and other buildings, for the maintenance of indigent old age, and other decayed
people, there is not only an air but a real possession of competence and ease that cannot be too highly applauded. From the
free-schools youth as learned have been sent to the universities
of the kingdom, as from any of the most expensive seminaries
for private tuition ;and the scholars, in general, receive an education adapted to the stations for which they are designed.

PALACES, COURTS OF JUSTICE, &c.

London is the king's winter residence, and the seat of government : exclusive of the Queen's palace, and Carlton-house, the
residence of the Prince of Wales, it contains four palaces that
belong to the crown ; nine supreme courts of justice, 38 inferior courts, beside four ecclesiastical courts, 12 institutions for
the study of the law, called inns of court ;and a multitude of
public offices, for the fiscal and other departments of government.
THE KING'S GUARDS.

Three regiments of foot-guards, containing 10,850 men, including officers, and two regiments of horse-guards, consisting

4

together
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together of 1,200 men, at once Serve as appendages to the king's
royal state and form a general military establishment for the
metropolis. A body called the yeomen of the guards, consisting of 100 men, remains a curious relic of the dress ofthe king's
guards in the fifteenth century. Add to these some light-horse
that are stationed at the barracks in Hyde-park to attend his
majesty, or other members of the royal family, chiefly in travelling; and to do duty on occasions immediately connected
with the king's administration.
PRESENT GOVERNMENT OF TIIE METROPOLIS.

In tracing the outline of the present government of this metropolis, it will be convenient to divide it into three principal
parts : the city of London, with its dependencies ; the citiesand
liberties of Westminster ; and the suburbs out of the jurisdiction of both these cities.
Civil Government of the City ofLondon.

The entire civil government of the city of London is vested,
by charters or grants from the kings of England, in its own
corporation or body of citizens. The city is divided into 26
principal districts, called wards ; and the corporation consists
of 1. The Lord Mayor; 2. The Aldermen ;and 3. The Common
Council.
The Corporation.
i.

The Lord Mayor is chosen annually, in the following
s
manner :
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manner : On the 29th of September the livery, in Guildhall, or
common assembly, chuse two aldermen, by shew of hands, who
are presented to a court called the court of lord mayor and aldermen, by whom one of the aldermen so chosen (generally the
first in seniority) is declared lord mayor elect ; and on the 9th
of November following he enters upon his office.
Thelord mayor is the chiefmagistrate of the city. The civil
powers exercised by the corporation are very complete. The
laws for the internal government of the city are wholly framed
by its own legislature, called the court of common council,
consisting of the lord mayor, aldermen and common councilmen. The administration is entirely inthe hands of the city.
2. The aldermen are chosen for life, by the free householders
of the several wards, one for each ward; except Bridge- ward
without, where the election is by the court of aldermen, from
among those passed the chair, generally the senior ;he is commonly called father of the city.
3. The common-councilconsists of the mayor, 26 aldermen, and
236 members ;these latter are chosen annually by the free house-

holders, in their several wards,the number for each ward being
regulated by ancient custom, the body corporate having a power
to extend the number.
The common-council are the representatives ofthe commons,
and compose one of the parts of the city legislature, which
nearly resembles that of the kingdom ;for, as the latter consists
of the king, lords, and commons, so this is composed of the
lord mayor, the aldermen and common-council ; the principal
difference is, that king, lords, and commons, the three estates
of the kingdom, enjoy separately the right of a negative, while
in
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in the city this right is denied the lord Mayor, and confined to
the aldermen and common council.
Before the year 1347, there were only two common-council
men returned for each ward, which being thought insufficient
to represent the numerous body of the commons, it was at that
time agreed, that each of the city wards should chuse a number
of common-council men according to its dimensions ;but none
to exceed twelve, nor any to have less than six ;whichhas been
since increased to the present number.
The city is now divided into twenty-five wards, and they into
two hundred and thirty-six precincts,each of whichsends a representative, whois elected in the samemanneras analderman ;with
this only difference that as the lord mayor presides in the wardmote, and is judge of the poll at the election of an alderman, the
case is the same with respect to the aldermen in their several
wards, at the choice of common council men.
The court of common council consists of the lord mayor,
aldermen, and representatives of the several wards, who assemble in Guildhall, as often as the lord mayor, by his summons,
thinks proper to convene them, in order to make by-laws for the
government of the city. They annually select six aldermen
and twelve commoners for letting the city lands, and this committee generally meet at Guildhall on Wednesdays. They also
appoint another committee of four aldermen and eight commoners for transacting the affairs belonging to Gresham-college,
who generally meet at Mercers'-hall, according to the appointment of the lord mayor, who is always one of the number.—
Besides the appointment of these, and several other committees, they, by virtue of a royal grant, annually chuse a governor, deputy, and assistants, for the management of the city
s 2
lands
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lands in Ireland. They have likewise a right to dispose of the
offices of town-clerk, common serjeant, judges of the sheriffs
court, common crier, coroner, bailiff of the borough of Southwark, and city garbles.
The aldermen are the principal magistrates in their several
wards. There are various courts in the city for trying the
civil causes of its inhabitants, by judges, members, or officers,
of the corporation. Thelord mayor, the recorder, and common
serjeant (the principal law-officer of the city) and the aldermen,
are judges of Oyer and Terminer (that is, the king's judges to
try capital offences and misdemeanors) for the city of London
and county of Middlesex; and the aldermen are perpetual justices of the peace for the city. The two sheriffs (who are
strictly officers of the king, for many important purposes of
his executive government) are chosen annually, by the livery,
not only for the city, but for the county of Middlesex, the same
persons being sheriffs for London and jointly forming one sheriff
for the county. In a word, the administration in allits branches
within the jurisdiction of the corporation,in all cases embracing
the city and the borough of Southwark, and in some cases extending beyond, is exercised by members of the corporation or
its officers.
The borough of Southwark was formerly independent of the
city of London, and appears to have been governed by a bailiff
till the reign of Edward III. who granted the government ofit
for ever to the city. A part has since been incorporated with
the city, under the appellation of Bridge-ward without : and has
its officers appointed by the court of aldermen and commoncouncil ; viz. a justice of the Bridge-ward, high-bailiff, stewward, &c.
The
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Is a numerous, respectable, and important elective body :
with them resides the election of the lord mayor, sheriffs, members of parliament, chamberlain, bridge-masters, ale-conners,
and auditors of the chamberlain's accounts, all of whom are
chosen by their respective guilds or companies from among the
freemen.
The lord mayor, aldermen, common council men, and livery
of London form together the most important popular assembly,
the commons house of parliament excepted, in the empire. On
occasions of the greatest moment, their decisions have been regarded as the voice of the nation, their example has inspired general fortitude, and the whole legislature, whenunder evil influence, has been struck with awe, and prudently listened to the
warning so solemnly pronounced.
Military Government of the City of'London.

The military government of the city ofLondon was considerably changed by an act of parliament passed in 1794; under
which two regiments of militia are raised in the city, by ballot,
amounting together to 2,200 men. The officers are appointed
by the commissioners of the king's lieutenancy for the city of
London ;and one regiment may, in certain cases, be placed by
the king under any of his general officers, and marched to any
part not exceeding twelve miles from the capital, or the nearest encampment : the other, at all such times, to remain in the
city of London.

[ *S4 ]

CHAPTER III.

PRESENT MANNERS AND POLICE OF THE METROPOLIS.

PRESENT MANNERS.

Jtaithfullv to describe the manners of a city so vast, com-

posed of classes so numerous and opposite, and of inhabitants
such multitudes of whom are natives of the cities and provinces
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, with a large portion of native and foreign Jews, Germans, Italians, Swiss, French, and
residents from every other European state, would be a task difficult indeed to execute, and very disproportionate to the limits
of this work. The sketches here given will chiefly relate to
English manners ;but these are more or less tempered by the
influx of so many people, with habits and manners that are
thus widely different. Were a foreigner by accident impelled
to reside in Dyot-street, St. Giles's, among the unfortunatelower
class ofthe Irishand their descendants, or in some of the impoverished lanes and alleys of Spital-fields, where the disconsolate

refugees
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refugees from France first settled and have since left so many
characteristic traits, and did this foreigner attempt to delineate
London, having no knowledge of its manners beyond what he
might have acquired in either of these places, how false would
the picture be ! The task is indeed so arduous, the features are
so complex, and the views capable of such variety, that those
who make them often appear, nay and are, not only in contradiction to others but to themselves.
The manners of the lower classes, in all countries, are most
in need of reform ; but their errors have the highest claim to
indulgence. There is not a city on earth in which the poor,
speaking of them in a mass, are so little exposed to extreme
misery, to hunger and thirst, cold and nakedness, as in London ;
but neither is there any in which,they procure their little enjoyments by such severity of labour. They have another peculiar
blessing : poverty is every where subject to insult, but this subjectioninLondon is comparatively trifling indeed; when it is endured, it is not from any terror of blows, or dread of despotism
fromwhichit has no appeal, but from the fear of losing employment. Except to the master for whom he works, the poor man
is unhappily rather prone to give than to receive insult, if the
least contest happen to arise between him and persons of a
higher class. So determined have the English been, in guarding
their persons and property against oppression, that neither their
manners nor their laws will endure a blow with impunity.'much
less imprisonment and acts of greater violence. Legal appeals
for blows received are indeed but rarely made in England ; the
poor have their point of honour with as inveterate an adherence to it as the rich of other countries ;a blow given must be
returned
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returned and the contest decided, or he that receives it is disgraced ; and it is returned with even greater certainty by the
poor man to the gentleman than to one of his own rank, for
the insult is not only more deeply resented, but the bodily prowThe master may
ess of the giver is held in greater contempt.
sometimes venture to degrade his servant or his workman by
words, but not by blows. These general habits oflabour and of
liberty give an energy to the English character, which is its most
peculiar and prominent feature ; and Englishmen, in foreign
countries, acting under this influence and too little attentive to
manners, which they are hastily prone to despise, are regarded
on some occasions as littlebetter than barbarians, and on others
as lunatics.
In this aptitude to resent there is a counterpoise of good and
evil; but for the custom of drinking spirituousliquors, to which
the poor unfortunately are too much addicted, the only excuse
that can be offered is that impulse, which is common to all
mankind, of seeking to rid themselves of painful and to procure
pleasant sensations. After the weariness of labour, the only relief which the means and faculties of the poor can find they suppose to be in the exhilerating stimulus of strong liquors ;and of
these they drink the worst, because they are the cheapest. But
though this vice, so destructive of health, morals, and domestic
comfort, is much too prevalent, especially in those quarters that
are inhabited by the poor Irish, who are accustomed to that
burning and nauseous spirit called whiskey, yet of the poor of
London in general it may be truly affirmed they are cleanly
in their persons, decent in their appearance and behaviour,
and of a regular and honest moral conduct, which render
them
4
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no less useful than estimable. They are the sinews of the state,
the strength of which is every where felt, acknowledged, and
admired.
The generality of shop-keepers in the city have a feature in
their character that distinguishes them from men in the same
employment in most other countries. They enjoy an affluence
of circumstances independent of particular patronage or favour,
from the fulness of customers in the market, as the tradingpart
of the metropolis may be justly called, that gives them an independence of manners as curious as it is fortunate. A city shopkeeper, behind his counter, looks as if he and his customers
were persons interchanging civilities ;and he acts out of the
shop as if he had not a master in the world ; which is the case,
indeed, when the administration of the laws does not interfere with him beyond the measure of the constitution of his
country.

Merchants, bankers, and all the higher classes of traders, are
distinguished in manners from both of the classes we last mentioned, and from traders of the same rank with themselves inforeign countries. Being more secure and independentin the pursuit of their commerce than most foreign merchants, they are
more independent in their manners ;and yet there is not the
blunt independence of behaviour in them that marks the shopkeepers of the city, not only because their carriage is more polite,but because, connecting themselves with people of fashion,
they are but little tainted with any vulgarity of deportment
that belongs to those who are seldom free from a sense of
superiority, ifunaccustomed to such companions.
Of every class of traders in London, with the exception of
t
such
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such as spring from great men's houses and they are comparatively few, it is generally to be asserted that the independence
of their condition, and the ancient habits of their country, have
placed them in a much more elevated rank of morals than the
traders of any other quarter of the world.
The gentry of this metropolis are not less distinguished than
its traders, from the similar class in foreign countries. In
the very highest polish of their manners, there is to be seen a
degree ofmanliness and moderation that preserves them equally
from the vapid stile of the nobility of some foreign countries,
and the arrogance of those of others. An English gentleman
carries himself toward his inferior with real attention and civility ;a foreigner of that class, either with absolute neglect,
as if an inferior could no more occupy his thoughts than
his post-horses, or with the still greater insult of an openly affected condescension. Inthe characteristic article of dress, there
is an approach to equality in the highest class in London and
every class below, except thelabouring and poorer sort, that not
only indicates the wealth of the country, which is one of its
causes, but the modesty and good sense of the gentry. The nobility of most other countries look with an eye of avidity and
envy at all that is expended and consumed by every lower rank;
while the English gentleman is a stranger to the jealousy that
scans and stints the price of labour ;and hates the wealth that
is not derived from hereditary possessions, or the revenues of the
state, but by withering every arm that has given wealth, rank
and power their existence. The English gentry have little of
the indolence that usually results from excessive hereditary
wealth. The men,during several months of the year, are in the
4
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country, where they ride, hunt, and shoot; and, when in town,

they are seldom shut up in their houses or carriages, but usually
take much exercise either on foot or horseback. Even the ladies
of high rank are less feeble and helpless than most of the same
class abroad.
The praise that has been bestowed must not be considered as
absolute, but comparative. The state of morals is every where
imperfect : man has not yet attained that summit of knowledge
which shall not only teach him, according to the humble but
admirable adage, that honesty is the best policy, that pure justice is the sole mediumof pure happiness, but give him the capacity to decide in all cases what this pure justice is, and the
power to foresee the beneficial consequences of inflexible impartiality. The selfishness of cunning, evasive conduct, and the arts
of equivocation and deceit, have been supposed so necessary to
safety that it may be doubted whether they have not been taught
as wellinthe writings as by the actions of thebest and wisest men
that have hitherto existed. They are the result of ignorance,
and the contagion of ignorance no human being is able to
escape. Nations are found to possess general happiness in proportion as the knowledge and practice of order, industry, just
dealing, and the moral virtues prevail.
Of this the worst members of society have a certain strongsense and conviction; or "the crimes they would commit, and
the mischief that would result, would perhaps destroy social existence.
London, however, like other capitals, is a scene where vice
and virtue are contemplated in the most energetic activity, and
the highest contrast : it has its fashionable vices, which often by
t 2
their
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their excess shock the heart, and revoltthe understanding; andof
these gallantry and gaming,among the great,claimpre-eminence.
Gallantry is a polite term to express perhaps the most unprincipled and pernicious of private vices. There is scarcely
any pictute more afflicting and repulsive than that ofthe man of
gallantry, who exerts every power to deceive of which he is master,and who, with every oath language can supply, swears to the
purest affections of the heart, while he seeks the misery of the
deluded creature whom he pretends to adore. Conjugal infidelity, among people of fashion, has too often justly subjected
them to the reproach and even scorn ofthelower orders. Women of condition, who live in open defiance of chastity, and
nobles that are unprincipledand profligate, are scarcely regarded
by the populace as belonging to the rank they with so much effrontery dishonour. The censure of such persons and contempt
of them must exist every where ;but censure and contempt are
felt by the populace of foreign countries in a much fainter degree, nor are they dared by them to be pointedly expressed.—
Thisis a great misfortune ; for though calumny, that is false accusation, is an odious vice, yet freedom of speech is among the
greatest of blessings. The censure of the tongue is the true regulator of manners. InLondon, no cicisbeo,no cher ami, can be
tolerated. Whatever their rank, women must sin clandestinely,
or be banished society.
It is a proof of the general decency and purity of manners,
in this metropolis, that no family of rank can admit a detected
prostitute or swindler of fashion into their houses or parties.
Such tainted characters may, as long as they can keep open tables, draw a crowd who have no reputation to lose ;but they
wander,

—
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wander, conscious that no reputable door is open to them ;conscious that silent scorn is their attendant wherever they are,
even at their own tables, when none but their servants are present; and conscious that no knock at the door announces a visitor of integrity and honour.
The vice of gaming seems to have reached its climax in the
regions of fashion ;and, though the magistrates have endeavoured to check its progress among the subordinate ranks of society, itis not only winked at but tolerated in the higher circles.
The petty gambler, who opens his shop of iniquity with the
puny traffic of silver, is deservedly punished, and held up as an
example of depraved manners ; while the nobles hold their public clubs, gamble for thousands, out-face the magistrates, and
defy the laws withboldness and impunity! It is at the gamingtables of the exalted that our legislators, our nobility, our generals, and our country gentlemen practise those very vices
which the needy private individual is fined and imprisoned for
attempting. It is at those ennobled midnight scenes, of folly
and rapacity, that the Demon of Suicide anticipates his triumphs
over the weakness, avarice, and false pride of mortals.
In an age when literature and the arts are so generally cultivated, when books are known to enlighten all classes, it is singular that authors of acknowledged celebrity should so rarely
mingle with the professed patrons of the Muses. The cabinets
of our statesmen are closed against the aristocracy of genius ;
the habitations of our nobles are unfrequentedby artists of every
description, excepting as they are employed in the labours of
their profession. Inpublic they are seldom acknowledged; and
ifby chance they are recognized it is by a nod of condescension,
which
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which mortifies and degrades the person whomit ostentatiously
aims to distinguish.
It is not only the custom of the present day to exclude men
and women of letters from the society of the high-born ; that
tyrannical species of oppression is also extended to painters,
actors, actresses, and persons the most distinguished in art and
science. The pictures of our celebrated masters are purchased
at a high price, and considered as the embellishments of our
most magnificent mansions ;but the painter is unknown except
in his works! The actor, or the actress, is applauded in public;
but, in private, they are seldom honoured by the most trivial
mark of approbation. Our nobles make music their study >
some of them are tolerable performers ;they dedicate whole years
to the acquirement of a moderate degree of skill; while their
masters, who have attained the utmost point of perfection, are
seldom considered as worthy of their society, much less of their
friendship.
While meditating on the want of discrimination, the discouragement, and the injustice of this neglect, to meet a peer arm
in arm with a pugilist or a gambler, low of birth, vulgar in deportment, insolent in look, coarse inlanguage, and hisignorance
only to be equalled by his effrontery, excites pain, indignation,
and disgust, in every heart capable of feeling what is due to genius and virtue, and what to such abject and contemptible yet
pernicious implements of vice.
Professional men, the clergy, physicians, surgeons, and barristers, mingle much with the gentry, though each are subject
to their respective peculiarity of habits and manners. Apothecaries and attornies may be classed with the better sort of shopkeepers ;
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keepers ; with the exception of some, and unfortunately not a
few, of the class of attornies, who may wellbe placed on a level
with the lowest officers of the law, or even with the worst offenders against the law.
From the national character, and from a concourse of multitudes so great, there must be many and flagrant instances of depravity; yet London may justly claim superiority in manners
and morals. To this we may add there is a general good-will
and generosity of temper, diffused through this metropolis, that
makes more ofa community of interests init than is to be found,
we believe, in any other great city.
All the virtues, however, that we have ascribed to the inhabitants of London are of that species whose use is frequent, but
whose character is not splendid. In forms, in exterior appearance, Englishmen are frequentlydefective. They serve even the
foreigner in time of need ;but they are rarely at any time what
he supposes polite.
The architecture of the country has been gradually improvingduring thelast sixty years. The heavy fabricsofbrick-work,
the uniform square mass ofbuilding, which were admired in the
days of William and Mary, and whichhadsucceeded the uncouth
structures that braved both time and proportion sincethe reign
of Elizabeth, now yield to the more light and finished elegance
of Italian models. The introduction of Portland stone has
tended very considerably to improve the beauty of English architecture ; while the balcony window, and the Venetian gallery, by admitting a large body of air into the apartments,
greatly contribute to the health of those who inhabit the metropolis. The progress of good sense and good taste is no less visible
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sible in the improvement of dress. Theuncouth vanity and preposterous pride that varied the garb of men from one absurd excess to another are now completely obsolete. Of laws to restrain indecency, by obliging the jacket to cover the posteriors,
of the extravagance of pointed shoes chained to the knee and grotesquely carved, of the coat and hose that were one colour on the
right side and another on the left,of a boot on one leg a stocking
on the other, of mantles with sleevesthat swept the ground ;of
these and similar fantastic efforts to attract notice or force respect, we read first withincredulous surprise, and afterwardwith
a burst of laughter. The women alsoof this country now adopt
a species of decoration at once easy and graceful. Nature seems
to resume her empire, while artis hourly declining. The deformities of stiffened stays, high heels, powder, whalebone petticoats, and unmeaning flounces of many-coloured frippery, now
yield to the simple elegance of cambric and muslin drapery :
thus health is preserved by an unconstrained motion of the
body; and beauty is ascertained by the unequivocal testimonies
of symmetry and nature.

POLICE OF THE METROPOLIS.

The extent of a city, its population,its wealth,its intercourse,
and its foreign as well as native inhabitants, including the pursuits, trades and professions of the mingled multitude, are so
many data on which to found enquiries into the nature of its
police. From this police, its mildness or its severity, an estimate of the moral habits of the people may also be formed. If
i
the
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the population be vast, isthe people are energetic in their general habits, if the extremes of wealthand poverty be found among
them, iftheir character be daring and prone to enterprise, if
there be a large alloy of residents, from distant provinces and
nations, whose moral conduct tends more frequently to debase
than improve their associates, and should this city still have a
mild police, and afford fewer instances of atrocity than others of
much less extent, which are nevertheless obliged to be rigorously
guarded, there can be no doubt but that the manners of its
inhabitants are comparatively good.
Let us survey the capitals of other countries and we shalluniformly find a population much less numerous, censors of the
press to forbid research and suppress publicity, a city generally
inclosed by walls the gates of which can instantly be shut, an
army of spies that insinuate themselves into every privacy of social and even family recess, a policehatefully regulated by the
tales true or false of these implements of endless alarm, and by
which the name, stature, phisiognomy, actions and motions of
every individual are all registered, a forced and suspicious silence,
and a military power always on the alert, exerted on every petty
occasion, and at the mercy of whose commander the people
continually lie.
How great is the happiness of London, where the reverse of
all thisis the truth ;and how much is it to be desired that the
inhabitants should be thoroughly impressed by the full sense and
recollection of the blessings they enjoy. Egress and regress uninterrupted at allhours of day and night and impossible tobe closed,
as well from the temper ofthe people as from the openness and
numberless outlets of the cityj a free enquiry from the press,
which no daring innovates is able to annul or palsy ; daily
v
journals,
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journals, whose mistake is to impute and publish imaginary
crimes and misdemeanours, rather than to conceal those that
exist ; a manly and determined freedom of speech ;an abhorrence as well asa defiance of spies j and an indignationagainst
military interference, except on occasions when a sense of danger
is generally acknowledged, and, though these occasions are rare,
such interference even then felt with a jealousrepugnancy ;these
are the distinctive and high privileges of the city of London.
Ifa metropolis of such magnitude through i lapse of time have
proved itselfcapable of preserving and increasing thesebenefits,
can the comparative goodness ofits morals be questioned ?
The freedom or rather the avidity of controversy, at sometimes,
and at others of gain, encourages every bold speculator to make
eccentric deductions from assumed facts, and attempt popularity
by exciting apprehension and amazement. It is happy that
government has no power over books that decently examine
into and reason on public affairs j but itis unfortunate that it
should be liable to be deceived and alarmed by exaggerated

—

prejudiced views, and caricature pictures.
A book of great popularity, written by a celebrated magistrate, has spread an opinion among foreigners, among Englishmen residing in remote parts of the country, and even among
many of theinhabitants ofLondon itself, that extreme depravity
and dishonesty characterise the two large classes of poor shopkeepers and labourers. This gentleman and his book remind
us of the satire of Musæus ; who,in writinga work to ridicule
the abuse ofthe science of physiognomy, has introduced a magistrate, a physiognomist, that sees a villain in every face, having
himself had little commerce but withrogues.
The author alluded to has written a large book to prove the

statements,

4
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incompetence of the police ofLondon to its purposes. It would
be curious to see what that gentleman would make of London,
by planting his bodies of police officers at pleasure, and erecting
his centralboard of police in the heart of the metropolis. We
have heard of a brick-maker who never saw pasture land, or a
corn-field, without comparing its small profit to the owner with
the profit of one of his brick-fields, in the vicinity of London.
A police officer may wish to turn the metropolis into a warehouse, stored with his sort of goods; but two of the things in
London, that fill the mind of the intelligent observer with the
most delight, are the slight restraints of the police and the general good order, that mutually illustrateeach other. A few old
men, armed with a staff, a rattle and a lantern, called watchmen,
are the only guard through the night against depredation ;and
a few magistrates and police officers the only persons whose employment it is to detect and punish depredators ;yet we venture
to assert that no city, in proportion to its trade, luxury, and
population,is so free from danger to those who pass the streets
at all hours, or from depredation, open or concealed, on property. This is an actual phenomenon in this metropolis ;and
is not to be explained on systems of police, but belongs to that
happy union of moral causes, the chief of which is the ancient
freedom of all ranks in England, which have planted deep in
the poorest class a love of order, and a willingness to earn by industry the bread it eats.
The labouringpeople inLondon are surprisingly industrious,
and generally frugal. Excepting cases when long sickness visit
the father of a family, to which the wages of the labourer were
never adequate, andthe confusion and distress which are peculiar
to times of scarcity, the dress, appearance, and manners of the
u2
labourino-
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labouringpoor are sufficient proofs that theyare neither idle notdissolute. The same must be said of the lower order of shopkeepers, who, from the rate of their earnings, may be placed in
the rank of the labouring people. In a city of the trade, wealth,
and population of London, it were childish to expect that there
will be no depredators among the labouringpeople, nor any receivers andvenders of stolen goods amongthe poorest shopkeepers ;
but to confound the general character of that class of the inhabitants of this metropolis withthe exceptions, is to treat the topic with a sufficient want of discrimination. Male and female
servants, in plain and honest families, may be also placed in the
above rank, and with a similar character.
The streets of London are better paved and better lighted than
those of any metropolis in Europe : there are lamps on both
sides of every street, in the mean proportion of one lamp to
three doors. The effect produced by these double rows of lights
in many streets is remarkably pleasing: of this Oxford-street,
and especially Bond- street, afford striking examples. We have
few street robberies, and rarely indeed a midnight assassination.
This last circumstance is owing to the benevolent spirit of the
people ; for whatever crimes the lowest orders of society are
tempted to commit, those of a sanguinary nature are less frequent here than in any other country. Yet it is singular, where
the police is so ably regulated, that the watchmen, our guardians
of the night, are generally old decrepit men, who have scarcely
strength to use the alarum which is their signal of distress in
cases of emergency. It does credit, however, to the morals of
the people, and to the national spirit, and evinces that thebrave are always benevolent, when we reflect that, during a period whenalmost all kingdoms exhibited thehorrors of massacre
and
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and the outrages of anarchy, whenblood had contaminated the
standard of liberty, and defaced the long establishedlawsof nations, whileit overwhelmed fhe freedom it pretended to establish,
this island maintained the throne of reason, erected on the firm
basis of genius, valour,and philanthropy!
Civil Governmentof the Suburb's.

It remains to speak of the general civil government of the metropolis, not included in the several jurisdictions already described as governed by the municipalmagistracy. Thesuburbs
in Middlesex are under the jurisdiction of the justices ofthe
peace for the county, as part of the county. The county- hall
for Middlesex is on Clerkenwell-green ;and in the quarterly
sessions held there a great part of the civil government of
the suburbs in Middlesex is exercised. In Bow-street, Coventgarden, is an office of Police under the direction of certain justices of the peace for Middlesex, who dedicate their time chiefly
to that office, where are first examined the most serious cases.
of misdemeanour that happen in the suburbs.,
Particular Police of the Metropolis.

Ifinjustice be committed, it is of the highest importance that
strangers should be able to obtain redress; a list, therefore, i9
subjoined of the offices in which magistrates sit every day, as.
well in the city as the suburbs :
The Mansion-house,,
Guildhall,.

Bow-
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Bow street,

Queen-square, Westminster,
Great Marlbro'-street,

Hatton-garden,
Worship-street,
Lambeth-street, Whitechapel,

High-street, Shadwell,
Union-street, Southwark,

Wapping New-stairs,for offences connected with the shipping and
port of London.

The magistrates of these offices are appointed to hear and
determine in a summary way ;particularly in cases relative to
the customs, excise, and stamps ;the game laws, hawkers and
pedlars, pawnbrokers, friendly societies, highways, hackneycoaches, carts, and other carriages ;quakers, and others refusing
to pay tithes j appeals of defaulters inparochial rates; misdemeanours committed by persons unlawfully pawning property not
their own ; bakers for short weight, &c. journeymen leaving
their services in different trades, labourers not complying with
their agreements, and disorderly apprentices ; persons keeping
disorderly houses, nuisances against different acts of parliament,
acts of vagrancy by fraudulent lottery insurers, gambling-houses,
fortune-tellers, persons of ill-fame found in avenues to public
places with an intent to rob; watchingover the conduct ofpublicans, swearing in charging and instructing parochial constables and headboroughs, from year to year, with regard to their
duty ;issuing warrants for privy searches, and in considering
the cases of persons charged with being disorderly persons, or
rogues and vagabonds, liable to be punished under the act ofthe
17th George II,cap. 5, and subsequent acts of parliament; also in

making
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making orders to parish officers, beadles and constables, in a variety of cases ;in parish removals, in billettingsoldiers, in considering the cases of poorpersons applying for assistance or admission to work-houses; in granting certificates and orders to the
wives of persons serving in the militia, and also in attesting recruits for the army, and for examining persons accused of treason, murder, coinage, and uttering base money, arson, manslaughter, forgery,burglary, larceny, sedition, felonies ofvarious
descriptions,conspiracies, frauds, riots, assaults, and misdemeanours of different kinds.
Provisions against Offenders and Fire.

Itis calculated that 2044 beadles, watchmen, and patroles are
nightly on duty in and around the metropolis. The city, properly so called, contains 25 wards, in whichthere are 765 watchmen and 38 patroles. Watch-houses are placed at convenient
distances in all parts, where parochial constables attend in rotation, to see that order prevails, receive offenders, and deliver
them the next morning to the sitting magistrate. In each watchhouse also, in case of fire, the names of the turncocks, and the
places where engines are kept, are to be found. Beside parochial engines, certain societies and individuals are provided with
them, together withthe principal fire-offices, who have engines
stationed in various districts, with a large body of active men
and horses ever ready at a minute's notice to assist. The shipping on the Thamesis notneglected ; two fire-engines above and
two below London-bridge protect the floating property. By
means of the fire-plugs in the streets any quantity of water is
supplied.
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supplied, and generalsecurity is guaranteed by every effort of vigilance and activity. These regulations and precautions are
truly admirable.
The following are the principal stations of engines and firemen, where assistance is afforded at all hours of the night :
/-Charing-cross.

1In Carter-lane, Doctor's Commons.
At the Engine-house J Wellclose-square.
J Near Execution-dock.
(.Morgan's-lane, Tooley-street.

.

Also at the premises of
Messrs. Cooper, Osborn-street, Whitechapel.
Messrs. Hawes and Co. Mansel-street.
Messrs. Slack and Co. Gravel-lane.

These all belong to the PhSnix Fire Office; the following
places belong to the Sun Fire Office:
Wood-street, Cheapside.
Wild-court, Wild-street, Lincoln's Inn Fields.
Swallow-street, near Conduit-street.

Wellclose-square.
-*>■
Morgan's-lane, Tooley-street.
Swap Inn,Holborn-bridge.
Messrs. Gubbins and Cook, No.82, Upper Thames -street.
Mr. Bristow, Engine-maker, Ratcliff Highway.
Mr. Cleaver, Carman, near John-street, Horsleydown.
Messrs. Gubbins andCook's yard, Cuper's-bridge, Lambeth.

To these must be added engines belonging to other offices
of insurance, and also the numerous parochial and private engine-houses in their respective districts.
Cautions
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CHAPTER IV

HOSPITALS AND OTHER PUBLIC CHARITIES.

GREENWICH HOSPITAL.

.ALTHOUGH this building is not situated in the metropolis,
yet, it is a foundation so closely connected with London, of

such extraordinary magnificence, and so well worthy the attention of all persons visiting this city, that the account of buildings, dedicated to public charities, will most properly begin
with this edifice.
Greenwich Hospital was founded by William and Mary, for
invalid seamen ; and is situated on the south bank of the
Thames, at the distance of five miles from London- bridge. It
consists of four grand buildings, absolutely separated from
each other ; yet forming a very entire and most beautifulplan,
especially when viewed from the river, to which itsmain front
presents itself. The four different buildings are disposedin the
following manner : Two are next to the river, from which
they
z

v
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they are separated by a spacious terrace, 865 feet in length; and
have a grand area, or square, between them, 273 feet wide, with
a fine statue of George II. in the centre. Beyond, to the south,
stand the two other parts, having an interval between them
considerably less than the grand square, being 115 feet wide ;the
intention of this is to produce that connexion among the parts
which the edifice appears to have from the river.
The northern buildings are after one of the finest designs of
Inigo Jones, and correspond in their style and ornaments, which
are of the Corinthian order.
The southern are designed by Sir Christopher Wren, and correspond as to their effect, although there is some small difference between them. They have each a Doric colonnade, surrounding all that part which is seen from the river or terrace,
twenty feet high, with an entablature and balustrade j and each
is ornamented, at the corner seen from the river, with a dome,
supported by duplicate columns, of the composite order, with
four projecting groups of columns at the quoins, and crowned
with a turret.
The wholeof Greenwich hospital is of Portland-stone, except some subordinate parts, which are, however, to be taken
down, and rebuilt of stone.
The grandeur of the effect of this whole edifice, thus decorated, and presenting so much rich variety without discordance, is scarcely to be imagined. And the effect, as to its beauty
and variety, is heightened by the grand square and the area
beyond, being terminated with a view ofthe observatory, standing on a hillin Greenwich-park.
This noble edifice will shew, by contrast, the impropriety of
throwing
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throwingbuildings into squares, inclosed on all sides. On that
plan we might have had a fine front to the river, with melancholy though ornamented walls within the square ; but that
architecture, on each side of the extensive avenue, as it may be called, reaching from the northern
to the southern extremity of the edifice, terminated in an uncommonly fine manner, withthe beautiful and picturesque park,
the hill,and observatory, would not then have been, as it now is,
the boast of this country, and the admiration of foreigners.
Another advantage results from this disposition of the buildings of Greenwich hospital. The intervals between the four
several parts being open at every end, they ventilate the whole
place, instead of forming wells (as they would have formed if
inclosed) of stagnant and damp air.
Of the two northern buildings of the hospital, that on the
west side of the grand square is called king Charles's : part of it
was accustomed to be the occasional residence of Charles II.
The other is called queen Anne's.
Of the two southern buildings, that on the west of the area
is named king William's, and the other queen Mary's.
Under the roof of king William's building is the great hall,
or, as it is usually called, the Painted Hall, the entrance to which
is by a very elegant vestibule, lighted by the dome of the building. From the vestibule a large flight of steps leads into the
saloon, or grand hall, which is 106 feet long, 36 wide, and 50
high ; ornamented with a range of Corinthian pilasters, standing on a basement, and supporting a rich entablature above.
Between them, on the south side, are the windows, two rows in
height; the jambs of these are ornamented with roses enaz2
melled.
most beautiful range of

—

—
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On the north side are recesses answering to the
windows, in which are painted, in chiaro-oscuro, the following
allegorical figures, viz. Hospitalitas, Magnanimitas, Liber-alii'as,
Misericordia, Generositas, Bonitas, Benignitas, Humanitas.
This is a very fine room; and the ceiling is particularly
beautiful. Another flight of steps leads from this room to the
upper hall, the ceiling and sides of which are adorned with various paintings.
Thepainting of this hall cost 6,685!.
In the vestibule of the great hall is the model of an antique
ship, presented by the late Lord Anson ;the original, which is
of marble, and was found in the villa Mattea in the 16th
century, now stands before the church of Santa Maria inRome,,
hence called Santa Maria in Navicella.

melled.

The Chapel.

The entrance to this celebrated edifice is by a vestibule, corresponding with that of the great hall ; but not, likethat, open
to the top of the dome. In this vestibule are four niches, containing the statues of Faith, Hope, Charity and Meekness, executed at Coade's artificial stone manufactory, from designs by
West. From this a flight of fourteen steps leads into the chapel through a most beautiful portal, having large folding
doors of mahogany.
The body of the chapel is 111 feet long, and 52 broad, and
capable of conveniently accommodating 1000 pensioners,
nurses, and boys, exclusive of pews for the directors, the several
officers, &c.

Immediately
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a
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portico of six fluted

marble columns, fifteen feet high, of the Ionic order. The columns support the organ gallery, and are crowned with an
entablature and balustrade. On a tablet, in the front of the
gallery, is a basso-relievo, representing the figures of angels
sounding the harp.
On each side of the organ gallery are four noble and beautiful columns, of the Corinthian order, their shafts of Scagliola,
in imitation of Sienna marble, by Richter, and their capitals
and bases of statuary marble : at the opposite end of the chapel
are four others of the same kind, supporting the arched ceiling
and roof.
There are two ranges of windows. Over thelower are paintings, in chiaro-oscuro, of some of the principal events in the
life of Christ. The walls are decorated with two ranges of pilasters, the upper having shafts of Scagliola, corresponding with
the eight great columns. The arched ceiling is divided into
compartments, enriched with foliage, golocchi, &c. in the antique style. Between the upper pilasters are recesses, in which
are painted, in chiaro-oscuro, the apostles and evangelists.
The communion-table is a semi-oval slab of statuary marble,
near eight feet long ;the ascent to which is by three steps of
black marble, on which is fixed an ornamental railing, representing festoons with ears of corn and vine foliage. The table
is supported by six cherubim, standing on a white marble step,
of the same dimensions as the table.
Over the altar is a paintingby West, ofthe Escape of St. Paul
from Shipwreck on the Island ofMalta. On each side the arch,
which terminates the top of this picture, are angels of statuary
marble,
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marble, as large as life, by Bacon ; one bearing the cross , the
other the emblems of the Eucharist. In the segment, between
the great cornice and the ceiling, is a painting of the Ascension,
designed-by West, inchiaro-oscuro ; forming thelastofa series of
paintings of the lifeof our Saviour, which surround the chapel.
The middle of the aisle, and the spaces round the altar and
organ gallery, are paved with black and white marble in golocchi, frets, and other ornaments; having in the centre an anchor
and seaman's compass, finely executed.
The pulpit is circular, supported by six fluted columns of
lime tree, with an entablature above of the same, richly carved.
In the six inter-columns are alto relievos taken from the Acts of
the Apostles. The reader's desk is square, with columns at the
four corners, and the entablature over them similar to those of
the pulpit. In the four inter-columns are alto relievos from the
prophets.
There are many decorations in this chapel, beside those we
have described ; for we have attempted only the outline. It is
indeed too profusely ornamented ; yet it may seem blameably
fastidious to censure even excess in a work of such exquisite
beauty. The design of the architecture of the interior was by
the late Mr. James Stuart, surnamed the Athenian Stuart, from
the Antiquities of'Athens,- published by him ;and it is worthy of
his fine taste.
Council Room.

This apartment, whichis in king Charles's building, is worth
the stranger's notice. Itcontains several paintings,chiefly portraits.
On
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On the north is an entrance to the hospital from the river.
An ironbalustrade runs the length of the terrace, having gates
opening to a flight of steps, leading down to the water. On
the outside of the balustrade is a quay, paved with broad stone
flags. On the east and west are two entrances, corresponding
with each other, by iron gates, with rusticated piers, adjoining
to which are the porter's lodges.
These gates are open to the public during the day. The chapel may be seen for sixpence ;and the great hall for sixpence.
We may add to what we have said of the rich ornaments of
this edifice, that each of the grand colonnades, attached to the
two southern buildings, is 347 feet in length, having a return
pavillion 70 feet in length ; and that they are composed of
more than 300 duplicated columns and pilasters, of Portlandstone. The stranger, we are persuaded, will return highly gratified by his visit to Greenwich-hospital, which is one of the
finest modern buildings in Europe ;and,of those applied to the
noble offices of charity, is without exception the most superb
and beautiful edifice in the world.
The Infirmary.

This is a square building of brick, 198 feet in length, and
Stuart, and is
175 in breadth. It was designedby the late Mr.
a very valuable addition to the institution, to relieve the hospital from the sick. The infirmary is very commodious, and is
calculated to hold 256 patients. Ithas apartments for a physician, a surgeon, with their respective assistants, and a matron.
Within the walls are hot and cold baths ; and it has a small
chapel,
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chapel, in which prayers are read twice in the week, by the
chaplains, to the patients.
The School.

This building also was designed by Mr. Stuart. It is 146
feet in length, and 42 in breadth, exclusive of a colonnade, of
the Tuscan order, intended for a play-place,and shelter for the
boys in bad weather, which is 180 feet long, and 20 feet broad.
The school-room is 100 feet long, and 25 broad, capable of
containing 200 boys. The apartments of the boys are fitted
up withhammocks instead of beds. Here are rooms for the
guardian, nurses, and other attendants ; and, at a small distance, a good house for the schoolmaster.
Present Establishment

of Greenwich Hospital.

This establishment consists of a master and governor, a lieutenant-governor, four captains, and eight lieutenants, with a
variety of officers of the hospital; 24 10pensioners, 149 nurses,
and 3000 out-pensioners. The number of persons residing
within the walls, including officers assistants and servants,
amount to nearly 2600.
The pensioners within the hospital have the following allowances : every boatswain, 2s. 6d. mate is. 6d. private man
is. per week for pocket-money ;and every man, indiscriminately, the following diet : one loaf of bread of sixteen ounces, and
two quarts of beer every day ;one pound of mutton on Sunday
and Tuesday ; one pound of beef on Monday, Thursday, and
Saturday ;and pease-soup, cheese, and butter, on Wednesday
4
and
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and Friday. For cloathing, they are allowed, in the space of
two years, a blue suit of clothes, a hat, three pair of blue yarn
hose, three pair of shoes, and four shirts.
The out-pensioners are allowedeacli 7I. per annum, for which
they have tickets granted them, enabling them to receive it
quarterly at the hospital, or from collectors of the customs, ot
excise, if they reside at a distance.
For the better support of this hospital every seaman, in the
royal navy and in the merchant service, pays sixpence a month
This is stopped out of the pay of all sailors, and delivered in at
the Sixpenny Receivers' office on Tower-hill; therefore a seaman, who can produce an authentic certificate of his being disabled, and rendered unfit for the sea service, by defending any
ship belongingto his Majesty's British subjects, or in taking any
ship from the enemy, may be admitted into this hospital, and
receive the same benefit from it as ifhe had been inhis Majesty's
immediate service.
The nurses are the widows of seamen, and must be under the
age of forty-five at the time of admission. Their allowances
are : wages, each eight pounds a year : those who attend the
sick, 161. 4s. : such as look after the helplesspensioners,141. 14s.:
and such as are in the service of the boys, 15I. a year. Their
provisions and bedding are the same as those ofthe pensioners;
they have each a grey serge gown and petticoat yearly. When
superannuatedthey are allowed 20I. a year.
We haveentered thus at large into this establishment, because
it is the most noble and complete of its land in the world.
A A

CHELSEA
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CHELSEA HOSPITAL.

This is "a royal hospital for invalid soldiers, situated on the
northern bank of the river, about a mile above the western extremity of the town. It is a handsome building of brick, ornamented with stone ; having two main fronts, one facing toward Hyde-park, and the other to the river. The former is
simple in its style, consisting of a centre and wings,in a straight
line, and having no other ornament than a plainportico. Before it is a very extensive enclosed area, having avenues planted
with trees. The front next to the Thames is more decorated,
and has a very elegant and pleasing appearance. The principal
parts form three sides of a square, the centre building having a
fine portico, witha piazza on each side :the other sides have two
noble and corresponding porticos. From the centre building
extend wings, covering two spacious quadrangles ; the whole
front of the hospital being 804 feet. The plan of this edifice
was by Sir Christopher Wren.
The area, formed by the principal buildings on this side, terminates with a dwarf balustrade, beyond which are spacious
gardens, extending the whole length of the hospital, along the
river, with which they communicate by stairs.
The gardens are laid out in a dull taste, in straight lines ;and
are beside blemished with this extraordinary absurdity that, although bounded in front by the noble expanse of the Thames,
they contain within them two insignificant canals.
Chelsea hospital, withits whole inclosures, covers above forty
acres of ground.
The
4
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The interior of this hospital is in a simple but elegant style.
In the centre are the chapel and the great dining-hall. The
former is a large plain building;the floor is paved withmarble,
alternately of black and white flags. The latteris a fine room,
decorated at the upper end with paintings by Cooke, representing Charles IL with devices, expressive of various attributes.
The affairs of this establishment are managed by commissioners, consisting of some of the great officers of state,especiallyin
the war department, a governor, and lieutenant-governor.
The number of pensioners lately amounted to 503 ;andof outpensioners to no less than 10,000. The former are provided
with all necessaries ;the latter have each 12I. per annum.
Chelsea hospital was begun by Charles II. continued by
James II. and finished by William III.
A new building, upon an extensive plan,is nearly completed,
situated below Sloane- square, Chelsea, intended as a royal military asylum for educating about 500 children of non-commissioned officers and soldiers ; to erect and support which parliament has granted a sum of money, and each regiment contributes fcne day's pay.

—

CHRIST'S HOSPITAL.

This is a royal foundation, for the maintenance and education
of orphans, and other poor children. On its site, a little to the
north of Newgate-street, anciently stood the house ofthe Greyfriars, or mendicants, of the order of St. Francis, founded by
JohnEwin, mercer, about 1225; and part of the present edifice
is a cloister of the convent.
It
Aa 2
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It is a very extensive building, consisting of various irregular
parts. The south front, adjoining to Newgate-street, is the
best, being ornamented withDoric pilasters,placed on pedestals.
In an area, before Christ's-church, to which there is a passage
from Newgate-street, this front may be fully seen. The cloisters serve as a thoroughfare, and a place for the boys to play in.
The great hall is a spacious room, in which the boys dine
and sup. The present apartment was built after the great fire
of London, when the former was burnt, at the sole charge of Sir
John Frederic, alderman of London, and cost 5000I. On one
side, at the upper end, is a prodigious large picture, by Verrio,
representing James II. surrounded by his nobles, and receiving
the president, governors, and many of the children of the hospital. In this picture are halflengths ofEdward VI.and Charles II.
which are represented hanging as portraits. On the same side,
at the lower end, is a painting, representing Edward VI. delivering the charter of the hospital to the lord mayor and aldermen, who are in their robes, and kneeling. Near the king is
the good bishop Ridley. In this hall is a fine organ. In the
winter, after Christmas, an anthem is sung, in the etening,
about six o'clock, by the boys, accompanied by the organ ;which
is usually attended by a large, but select company, admitted by
tickets. The stranger will find no difficulty in obtaining one
of these ;and this is a ceremony worthy of his notice.
In a spacious apartment, wherethe governors meet, called the
court-room, are portraits of Edward VL and of the chief benefactors to the hospital. The portrait of Edward is by Holbein,
an original and fine painting.
In this room are the portraits of two persons of uncommon
merit.
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merit. The first is Sir Wolstan Dixie, lord mayor in 1585.
He is represented in a red gown, furred, a rich chain, and with
a rough beard. The date on his portrait is 1593. He was descended from Wolstan Dixie, who was seated at Catworth, in
Huntingdonshire,about the reign of Edward III. Sir Wolstan
was the founder of the family of Baronets, settled at MarketBosworth, in Leicestershire, which was bestowed by him on his
great nephew, in the reign of queen Elizabeth. Sir Wolstan
was distinguished by the magnificent pageantry of his mayor's
day j and by the poetical incense bestowed on the occasion, by
George Peele, A. M. of Christ-church college, Oxford ; who,
among other things, wrote the life of the last Welsh princeLlewelyn, the Loves of king David and the fair Bethsheba, andthe
tragedy of Absalom. But Sir Wolstan immortalized himself
by his good deeds, and the greatness of his charities. At Bosworthhe founded a free-school ;every prison in the capital felt
his bounty; he portioned poor maidens in marriage; contributed largely to build a pest-house ;established two fellowships
in Emmanuel college, Cambridge, and two scholarships ;and
left to this hospital an annual endowment of forty-two pounds
for ever.
But a lady, dame Mary Ramsay, wifeof Sir Thomas Ramsay,
lord mayor in 1577, greatly surpassed Sir Wolstan in her charitable deeds. She bestowed twenty pounds a year, to be paid
to the master and usher of the school belonging to this hospital j
and on the hospital the reversion of a hundred and twenty
pounds annually. She was complimented with having her picture placed in this room ;and is dressed in a red-bodied gown
and petticoat. She augmented fellowships and scholarships ;
cloathed
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cloathed ten maimed soldiers, at the expense of twenty pounds
annually ;did not forget the prisoners in the several gaols
o-ave the sum of twelve hundred pounds to five of the companies, to be lent to young tradesmen for four years ; to Bristol a
thousand pounds, to be laidout in a hospital ;allotted marriage
portions to poor virgins ;and, beside other charities, left three
thousand pounds to good and pious uses. This excellent woman died about the year 1596, and was interred in the church of
St. Mary Woolnoth *.
In a room, entirely lined with stone, are kept the records,
deeds, and other writings, of the hospital. One of the books is
a curious piece of antiquity. It is the earliest record of the hospital ;and contains the anthem sung by the first children, very
beautifully illuminated, according to the custom of the time.
The writing-school is a handsome modern building of brick ;
supported on pillars, forming a spacious covered walk. The
grammar-school is a plain brick building, more recently erected.
This hospital originated in the following manner : The convent of the grey-friars, on the site of which it rose, being surrendered to Henry VIII. that monarch, a little before his death,
founded Christ-church hospital, granting the monastery to the
city, for the relief of the poor. Other lands were granted to the
city for the same purpose by Henry. But the object beingneglected, Edward VI. at theinstance of Ridley, bishop of London,
sent a letter to the lord mayor, to invite his assistance in suc-

The charities of both these worthy characters may be seen in Stow's Survaie,
p. 203, 207.— PENNANT.
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couring the poor ;and, shortly afterward, a regular system of
relief for the metropolis was formed, of which this hospital
made one principal part. The poor were distinguished by
classes. St. Bartholomew's and St. Thomas's hospitals weredestined to admit or aid the diseased; Bridewell to maintain and
correct the idle ;and Christ's hospital to support and educate
the young and helpless ; and the king incorporated the governors
of these several hospitals by the title of The Mayor, Commonalty,
and Citizens, ofthe City ofLondon, Governors ofthe Possessiotis, Revenues, a?zd Goods, ofthe Hospitals ofEdward VI. King of England.
This monarch also granted Christ's hospital lands to the
yearly value of 6ool. belonging to the Savoy ;and added other
benefactions, the last being his licence to take lands in mortmain, to the annual amount of 4000 marks.
In 1552,the house ofthe grey-friars was first prepared for the
reception of the children -, and in November, in the same year,
nearly 400 were admitted.
Charles II. founded a mathematical school in this house, for
forty boys, to which he granted ioool. per annum, payable out
of the exchequer for seven years. Of these boys ten are yearly
put out apprentices to merchant vessels, and in their places ten
more received upon the foundation.
Another mathematical school, for thirty-seven other boys, was
afterward founded by Mr. Travers ;but these boys are not
obliged to go to sea.
There are at present about 1000 children on this foundation.
The boys wear a very ancient dress : it consists of a blue cloth
coat, close to the body, having petticoat skirts to the ancle, yellow under coats, yellow worsted stockings, and a fiat, round,
worsted,
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worsted, black bonnet, with the hair cut short. Their fare is
plain and wholesome; they sleep in wards, kept in a very

cleanly state.
The governors have established a school at Hertford, to which
they send the youngest of the children, generally to the number
of 300 ; who are taken into the house as room is made by apprenticing off theelder. All the girls are educated at this school.
, The education given to the boys of this hospital is excellent,
inits kind ;consisting chiefly of writing and arithmetic, to fit
them for merchants' counting-houses. One boy is sent annually to Cambridge,being properly educated for the church ;and
every three years one is sent to Oxford. This is one of those
institutions which do good in the best way to the country.
The permanent revenues of Christ's hospital are great, arising
from royal and private donations in houses and lands ;but,
without voluntary subscriptions, they are inadequate to the
present establishment.
By the grant of the city, the governors licence the carts allowed to ply in the city, to the number of 420, who pay a small
sum for the privilege ;they also receive a duty of about three
farthings upon every piece of cloth brought to Blackwell-hall,
granted by acts of common council.
The expenditure of this hospital is immense, being at present
about 30,0001. per annum, of which about 1300I. is paid in salaries to the officers and servants ofthe foundation.
The governors, whochoosetheir own officers and servants, male
and female, are unlimited in their number, being usually benefactors of the hospital, or persons of considerable importance,
associated with the lord-mayor and citizens, governors by the
charter.
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charter. A donation of 40CI. makes a governor : formerly the
sum was less, but the office of governor being one of great trust,
and of serious importance in its effect to the public, an enlargment of the sum was wiselyadopted.
The governors of Christ's hospital have been made trustees to
several other extensive charities, by their founders. Among these
charities there is one of iol. a-year each, for life, to 400 blind
men. This ought to be made known, because these funds have
been often confounded withthose of Christ's hospital, whichthey
do not in the least augment, the governors not being at liberty
to apply such funds to any of the uses of the hospital.
The greater part of the buildings belonging to this noble institution being, through age, in a state of irreparable decay, the
governors have lately resolved to rebuild the whole.
THE CHARTER-HOUSE.

This very useful institutionis situated at the top of Charterhouse-lane, Smithfield. It was formerly a priory for monks of
*
the Carthusian order ;but, in the year 1611, it was converted
by Thomas Sutton, esq. into a magnificent hospital, consisting
of a master, a preacher, a head schoolmaster, and a second master, with forty-four boys, and eighty decayed gentlemen, who
had been merchants or military men. The boys are instructed

*

As a proof of the greatpopulation ofLondon in the fourteenth century, not less
than 50,000 people were buried here during the dreadful pestilence that raged in
1349.
RB

in
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in classical learning ; and the pensioners are allowed 14I. per
annum, beside a gown, provisions, fire, and lodging. The
learned and amiable Dr. Matthew Raine is the head master.
This foundation also supports twenty-nine students at the universities.
The priory was alienated by the rapacious earl of Suffolk for
thirteen thousand pounds to Mr. Sutton, who made the above dignified use of his purchase. In one of the great apartments is a
half-length portrait of him. He was descended from a good
family in the county of Lincoln, and became an eminent London merchant in the reign of Elizabeth. Great as his wealth
was, he wasmore distinguished by his integrity,generosity, and
trae charity, than by his riches, which were all gained by fair
trade, by honourable posts under government, and even by deeds
of arms. In a letter of marque, he took a Spanish prize worth
twenty thousand pounds. He commanded the bark called the
Sutton, as a volunteer against the Spanish Armada. In years
of scarcity,he bought corn, ingreat quantities, and caused it to
be retailed at low prices to his poor neighbours. Beside the
purchase money and the expence of fitting up the premises for
the reception of his pensioners and scholars, he endowed the
hospital and school withfifteen manors and other lands, to the
value, at that time, of more than four thousand four hundred
and ninety pounds per annum, which charitable and noble
rental is at present greatly increased. He died in December 1611,
aged 79 ;his body was embalmed and kept in his own house till
the following May, when it was deposited with great pomp in
Christ-church, whence it was again removed, on the shoulders
of the poor, to the chapel in his own hospital, which was then
finished.

—
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finished. His figure, in a gown, lies recumbent on the tomb ;
on each side is a man in armour erect, andabove a preacher addressing a full congregation. The sculptor was Nicholas Stone*.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL.

This is a magnificent building of stone, situated between
Christ's hospital and Smithfield, from which last it has an entrance, under a spacious arched gateway, which leads into a
square court, surrounded with four noble buildings, of very
good architecture. The grand staircase is painted by the immortal Hogarth, at his own cost. Among the paintings are—
the Good Samaritan ;the Pool of Bethesda ;and Rahere (the original founder of the hospital) laying the foundations ; with a Sick
Man carried on a Bier,attended by Monks. ,The great hall is at the
head of the staircase, in which is a full length portrait of
Henry VIII. the royal founder of the present institution;and
another of Dr. Rateliffe, who left iool. per annum to this hospital, for the improvement of the diet; and iool. per annum
for providing linen. In this room is a fine picture of St. Bartholomew, with a knife (the symbol of his martyrdom) in his
hand. On one of the windows is painted Henry VIII. delivering the charter to the lord mayor. Here is also a fine portrait of
Percival Pott, many years surgeon of that hospital, by Sir Joshua Reynolds.
St. Bartholomew's hospital was founded in 1102, by Rahere,
Pennant's London.
B B 2
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minstrel to Henry I. Rahere, retiring from the gay offices of
his situation, founded a priory, which he dedicated to St. Bartholomew, of which he was the first prior. He afterward obtained from the king a piece of waste ground near his priory, on
which he founded this hospital for the sick and maimed, placing
itunder the care of the priory. The priory and hospital were
surrendered to Henry VIII. and that monarch, in the last year
of his reign, granted the hospital to the city, for the relief of
the sick and maimed.
The present building was erected in 1730 ;Sir Richard Brocas, knight, being lord mayor, and president of the hospital. Belonging to the establishment of this hospital are three physicians,
three surgeons, three assistant surgeons, and an apothecary, beside assistants.
All indigent persons, maimed by accident, are received in St.
Bartholomew's hospital, at allhours of the day and night, without
previous recommendation : the diseased only on petition, signed by a
governor. A committee of governors sit every Thursday to determine on petitions.
There are always a number of out-patients relieved withmedical aid from the hospital.
Of this establishment we may justly speak withthe warmest
admiration. That most urgent and helpless of all cases, a poor
person, mangled in his body or limbs, by accident, without
means in himself, or friends, of procuring medical aid, is relieved without reserve or delay, and is as skilfully treated as ifhe
commanded the wealth of the richest inhabitant of London.
With respect to the diseased poor, a little form precedes relief;
but it is only to ensure the best application of the funds of the

—
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hospital ; which, without precaution, might be wasted on the
less, instead of the more pressing cases of necessity. The hospital is attended by the most eminent medical men, physicians
and surgeon0, in the metropolis ;and it not only affords a solace to the poor in sickness, or being maimed, but is a most excellent school for the young men who attend the hospital,in the
course of their studies in medicine and surgery.
Of the other hospitals in the metropolis, the same may be generally observed ;but we take the opportunity, while speaking
of St. Bartholomew's, to mention this advantage, which ought
not, for the honour of London, to be forgotten.
CuriousRemains of the Cloister of the Priory of St.Bartholomew.

We recommend the stranger to visit a beautiful piece of antiquity in this neighbourhood, at present put to a singular use.
At the Black-horse livery-stables, situated in a narrow street (called
the Horse-ride, leading into Bartholomew-close) behind Smithfield-market, is a Stable, which was part of the Cloister of the Priory of St. Bartholomew. It consists of eight arches, in a most perfect state, ornamented with the rude sculpture of the times.
At the north end is a door-place, now walled up, which ledinto
the conventical church.
It is to be observed that the pavement of the stable is considerably higher than the base of the pillars that support the arch
of the cloister; and the pavement of the adjoining street is
higher than that of the stable.
In a narrow passage, to the north of this stable, to which passage there is an entrance from Bartholomew-close, are many

—
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vestiges of the priory ;and the church of St. Bartholomew the
Great, near the same spot, is the choir of the old conventical
church.
The church of St. Bartholomew the Less was originally the
church of the hospital, and is very ancient. It is in the passage
between Smithfield-market and the hospital.

ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL.

This edifice, built in the borough of Southwark,not far from
London-bridge, being another royal foundation for purposes
similar to that of St. Bartholomew, may be mentioned next in
order. It may be said to have originated in the destruction, by
fire, of the priory of St. Mary Overies, in 1207 ; where the canons erected a hospital for divine worship, till their house
should be rebuilt,immediately in their own vicinity. Peter de
Rupibus,bishop of Winchester, afterward removed the hospital
to the spot where the present edifice now stands ;which hospital, belonging to the priory of Bermondsey, was held of that religious house, till one of the abbots granted it, in 1482, to the
master of the hospital,in whom, and his successors, it remained
tillsurrendered to Henry VIII. In 1551 the lord mayor and
citizens having purchased the manor of Southwark from Edward VI. of which this hospital was part, they repaired and enlarged the building at the expence of nool.; and, in 1553, Edward incorporated this foundation with Christ's hospital and
Bridewell, under the governance of the lord mayor and citizens
ofLondon.
The
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The present building was erected in 1669, by voluntary subscription, the governors setting the first example of munificent
donation. This hospital consists of three courts, that run behind
each other from the street. The front next the street is occupied by a pair of large iron gates for carriages, with a side door
for foot passengers ;the whole attached to stone piers at the extremities, each having a statue, representing a patient of the hospital. The first court has a colonnade on the three sides, with
seats next the wall. Theprincipal front faces the street, and is
ornamented inthe centre with stone, having a statue ofHenry VI.
and four statues of patients, with a clock under a circular pediment. Under this part of the building, is a passage into the second court. It has colonnades on each side, the centre of the
north front excepted, which is occupied by the chapel. The
buildings over the colonnades are adorned with Ionic pilasters,
the east and west fronts having each a pediment in the centre.
The chapel has four lofty pilasters,of the Corinthian order, with
a pediment,placed on high pedestals. In the centre of the court
is a brass statue of Edward VI. by Sheemakers, of considerable
merit. A broad passage on the east side leads into the third
court, the structure above being supportedby pillars. A colonnade entirely surrounds this court, and the front of the wards
above are ornamented with long, slender, Ionic pilasters. In the
centre of the square is a stone statue of Sir Robert Clayton, knt.
lord mayor, who gave 600I.toward rebuilding the hospital, and
endowed it by will with 2,3001. The elaboratory has been lately
repaired, and is now a very complete work : beside which,it has
a museum, a dissecting room, and a theatre for public lectures.
Three
4
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Three surgeons attend in rotation, withdressers and pupils ;and
an apothecary resides on the spot.
The whole south side of the first court, containing three
wards, was erected at the sole expence of Thomas Frederic, esq.
of London ;and the opposite side, containing also three wards,
at the sole expence of Thomas Guy, esq. citizen and alderman
of London, of whose magnificent charities there will be occasion to say more when speaking of the hospital founded and endowed solely by himself.
In St. Thomas's are nineteen wards, and 542 beds. The poor,
maimed by accident, are received here, as in St. Bartholomew's,
at all hours of the day and night, without recommendation.
The diseased poor are admitted on petition, signed by a governor : a committee of the governors sit every Thursday to receive
petitions, as at St. Bartholomew's.
The magnitude of St. Thomas's hospital, withthe reliefof its
many colonnades, will not permit us wholly to exclude the character of the edifice from a species of grandeur. But it is time
to rebuild this hospital in a better style ; and withthis improvement might commence a system of decorating the borough of
Southwark, and its vicinity ;which, at present, are more than a
centuiy behind the northern bank of the river, in the progress
of refinement ; and to this it may be added that, if the practice
of wholly surroundinga space with buildings, so as to stagnate
the air within the quadrangle, be as unhealthy as it is deemed,
no plan can be so unfit for a hospital as an accumulation of
courts each behind the other.

—
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GUY'S HOSPITAL, SOUTHWARK.

This magnificent building was raised at the sole expense of
Thomas Guy, a bookseller of London, who expended 20,000!.
upon the building, and at his death left for its endowment the
enormous sum of 22o,oool. It adjoins St. Thomas's hospital ;
to which, as we have seen, Mr. Guy was also a great benefactor ;and as a school of medicine it may be considered as being
attachedand united to that of St. Thomas.
There are twelve large wards, containing 432 beds, for so
many in-patients ;beside whom the charity relieves nearly 2000
out-patients every year. The entrance to this hospital is certainly grand ; it is a square paved court, withhandsome buildings on each side : the hall with the treasurer's and the steward's houses form one side ;the apothecary, the chapel, and the
clergyman, occupy the other. The hospital consists of two
small quadrangles, joined by a cross building supported on
arches. The elaboratory is neat and convenient. The medical
establishment and forms of admission are similar to what we
have before described of other hospitals. Wednesday is the day
for receiving patients. Behind the hospital a small neat building
has been lately erected, for the reception of lunatic patients.
At the theatre, on Saturday evenings, a debating society is.held
during the winter, on subjects connected withmedical science,
and is respectably attended. To this society members are at liberty to introduce a stranger or friend. A library is attached
to this institution, and a collection of anatomical preparations.
cc
To
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To conclude this article, it is but just to mention some other
particulars relating to Mr.Guy, in order to do justice to the character of that great benefactor to the public; by which the reader will see the little foundation there is for the general opinion
of his being remarkable for nothing more than his parsimony
and avarice. He was a patron of liberty and of the rights of
his fellow-subjects, which, to his great honour, he strenuously
asserted in several parliaments, in which he sat for the borough
of Tamworth, in Staffordshire, the place ofhis birth. To this
town he was a general benefactor ;and early in his life he
not only contributed toward the relief of private families in
distress, but erected an alms-house, with a library, in that borough, for the reception of fourteen poor men and women, to
whom he allowed a certain pensionduring his life, and at his
death he bequeathed the annual sum of 125I. toward their future
support, putting out children apprentice, and other purposes.
In the year 1701 Mr. Guy built and furnished, at his own expense, three wards on the north side of the outer court of St.
Thomas's hospital, and gave to those wards iool. a year, for
eleven years immediately preceding the foundation of his hospital. Some timebefore his death he removed the frontispiece
of St. Thomas's hospital, which stood over the gateway in the
Borough, and erected it in the place where it now stands, facing the street : he also enlarged the gateway, rebuilt the two
large houses on its sides, and erected the fine iron gate between
them, all at the expense of 3000I. To many of his relations
he gave, while living, a settled allowance of iol.or 20I. a year;
and to others money to advance them in the world. At his
death he left to his poor aged relations the sum of 870I. a-year

during
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during their life ; and among his younger relations, who were
very numerous, and his executors, he left the sum of 75,589k
He left the governors of Christ's hospital a perpetual annuity of
400I. for taking in four children annually,at the nomination of
the governors ;and bequeathed ioool.for discharging poor prisoners within the city of London, and the counties of Middlesex
and Surrey, who could be released for the sum of 5I.;by which
sum, and the good management of his executors, there were
above 600 poor persons set at liberty from the several prisons
within the bills of mortality. If the memory of a man like
this must be subject to calumny, who shall escape ?

BRIDEWELL HOSPITAL.

This, which is another royal foundation, is situated inBridgestreet, Blackfriars, near the eastern extremity of Fleet-street.
Itderives its name from an ancient well, dedicated to St. Bride,
or Bridget, in the neighbourhood. This was a royal palace as
early as the timeof king John,and was refitted in a magnificent
manner byHenry VIII. for the reception ofthe emperorCharles V.
who visited England in 1522; although it afterward happened
that the emperor lodged at the monastery of the Black-friars.
Henry resided in this palace during the time the question of his
marriage with queen Catharine was debating at the Black-friars.
Edward VI. granted Bridewell, in 1553, to the city, for certain
charitable purposes, at the solicitation of the humane bishop

Ridley.
The original plan of this hospital, combined and incorpocc 2
rated
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rated with the hospitals of Christ and St. Thomas, was so benevolent, and of such comprehensive utility, that it is worthy
to be followed, improved, and completely executed, by the
wisest and best of men, in the wisest and best of times. It was
" to train up the beggar's child in virtuous industry, so that
from him no more beggars should spring; to succour the aged
and the diseased; to relieve the decayed housekeeper and the
indigent ;and to compel the wretched street-walker and the
vagabond to honest labour." Its design was to include every
class of the unfortunate, the helpless, and the depraved ;and
afford them an asylum, in which some should find permanent
relief, and others be restored to society, of which they should
become good and useful members.
To effect this, the governors were constituted a body corpo"
rate, and empowered to make all manner of wholesome and
honest ordinances, statutes, and rules, for the good government of the poor in Bridewell." The first regulations were
necessarily such as the age and circumstances suggested; and
the wisdom of the plan is remarkable for vesting the governors
with the power of changing: experience teaches that rules,
which may be excellent at one period, at another are pernicious. Unfortunately, the sagacity of the founders has been
counteracted by men of the most beneficent intentions, but of
less comprehensive foresight. Estates have been bequeathed
to Bridewell for the express and limited purpose of a continuance of measures which, if they were not so originally, are
become injurious instead of beneficial in their consequences.
A general conviction among the governors, that this is true,
has induced them to institute inquiries at many periods of the
last
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last century, and particularly in the years 1792 and 1793; but
which have been rendered in part ineffectual, by the bequests
and limitations above stated. This work is confined to general
description, but those who feel interested in questions so truly
*
important may obtain information from a tract by W. Waddington, a governor, which is honourable to the philanthropy
of the author.
Till lately much of this ancient palace and its gothic ornaments were remaining, nor are they yet wholly demolished.
The stairs, which were entirely of walnut-tree, were remarkable
for not being perceptibly worn, notwithstandingtheir antiquity
and the great use made of them, which was partly owing to the
lowness of the steps, and the ease of the ascent. When pulled
down, they were sold at a great price. That part of the building, formerly dividing the inner court from the outer, running
north and south, is pulled down, and a chapel is erecting in
its place, the entrance of whichis to be by an avenue, leading in a straight line through a grand portico in the front of
Bridge- street to the inner court. The old chapel on the south
aisle, and the screen of one story, are intended to be pulled
down and substituted by extensive buildings. Under the portico, whichis to be erected rather more to the south than the
present entrance, is to be a staircase to the court-room and
hall, which are still to remain on the south aisle.

* Considerations

on the

original and proper Objects, Sec. of Bridewell.

Rivingtons, 1798.

The
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The court-room is an interestingpiece of antiquity, as on its
site were held courts of justice, and probably parliaments,
under our early kings. At the upper end are the old arms of
England ;and it is wainscotted to a certain height withEnglish oak, ornamented with carved work. Formerly the oak
was of that solemn colour it attains by age ;and was relieved
by the carving being gilt. But this fine place has, of late years,
been greatly disguised by the blind rage of varnishing and modernizing by piecemeal. The beautiful veins of the oak are
covered with paint, to imitate the pale modern wainscot : and
other similar decorations are added.
On the upper part of the wall are the names, ingold letters, of
benefactors to the hospital, with the respective dates of their
gifts. The dates in this room commence with the year 1565,
and end with 1713 ;and contain a curious object, in the difference of the executionof the lettering, between the first and the
last periods, as well as the progressive improvement that may be
traced init. This place is now used only for courts of the governors of Bethlem andBridewell hospitals, and occasionally for
large committees.
From this roomis the entrance into the hall, which is a very
noble room. At the upper end is a fine picture, by Holbein,
representing Edward VI. delivering the charter of the hospital to
Sir GeorgeBarnes, then lord mayor. In this picture are ten figures
beside Edward, whois seated on his throne. On the right of
the king, the lord mayor and aldermen are kneeling j and behind
stands the bishop of Ely, lord-chancellor of England. On the
left is the master of the rolls. The painter has introduced his
own
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own portrait into the picture ; it is the furthest figure in the
corner, on the right hand, looking over the shoulder of the persons before him : but Pennant remarks that there are doubts
whether this picture was completed by Holbein; for his death,
and that of the king, very soon followed the solemnity it
records.

BETHLEM HOSPITAL.

This, which is also a royal foundation,and incorporated with
Bridewell, was granted by Henry VIII. to the city, for the cure
of lunatics. It was originally a priory, founded by Simon Fitzroy, sheriff of London, the members of which wore a star, in
commemoration of the star that guided the wise men on the
birth of Christ, whence it derives its name.
Bethlem hospital is situated on the south side of Moorfields.
The main part of the present edifice was erected in 1675. It is
an extensive building of brick, ornamented with stone, 540
feet in length, and forty in breadth. The centre and the two
ends project, are faced with stone, and crowned each with a turret. The centre turret has a clock and fane. To the original
building has been added two wings, by voluntary .donations, for
the reception of incurable and dangerous lunatics. Before the
hospital are a range of gardens^ enclosed with a high wall, in
which the patients,that are well enough to enjoy air and exercise,
are permitted to walk. The entrance is by elegant iron gates,
with stone piers, on which are two statues, one representing a
melancholy lunatic, and the other raving madness : they are by
Caius
4
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Caius Gabriel Cibber, father of the dramatic writer, and are
designed and executed with great spirit. Pennant, quoting a
historical account of Bethlem hospital, published in 1783,
says, it was built on the plan of the Tuileries, at Paris. Louis
XIV was so incensed that his palace should be made the model for a lunatic hospital that, it was said, he ordered a plan of
the palace at St. James's to be taken for offices of the vilest
nature.

The interior is divided chiefly into two spacious galleries, one
over the other, running the whole length of the original edifice.
Each, however, is divided, by iron gates and a square lobby,into
two parts, the women being all on one side of the house, and
the men on the other. The rooms of the maniacs are on the
side of the gallery, in which they are allowed to walk.
It is intended to erect a new building for the use of this charity, at a short distance from the metropolis. The present hospital is then to be immediately levelled, and a road opened from
the spot on whichit stands, which will extend in a direct line to
the Royal Exchange.
Patients are admitted on petitions, signed by a governor,
with other formalities, to the committee of governors, who sit
every Saturday at Bethlem hospital. They remain till cured, or
for twelve months, if not cured. In the last case they may be
admitted again, and usually are, when there are hopes of recovery, or when the lunatic is absolutely incurable, and dangerous
to society.
There are at present about 260 maniacs in this hospital.
Formerly all persons could see the interior of the hospital for
money given to the attendants ;and great scandal to the institution,
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tution, and injury to the patients, were the result. Visitors are
now admitted on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays ;but not
without a governor's ticket.
The friends of the patients are permitted to visit them every
Monday and Wednesday, from ten tilltwelve in the morning.

ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL.

St. Luke's hospital was established in175 1, by voluntary contributions. The inadequacy of Bethlem hospital, to the relief
of all indigent lunatics, had been long a subject of public notoriety : the evils resulting from the want of relief in cases so deplorable are too self-evident to require a statement of them.
Some benevolent persons resolved to institute a new charity, in
aid of that of Bethlem. Wise considerations prevented them
from linking it to the royal foundation. They had enlarged
views ;and, while they provided a place of refuge and medical
aid, for outcast maniacs, they had in contemplation an additional
school for the study of a most important part of medicine.
A house was erected by them, on the north side of Moorfields,
and called St. Luke^s Hospital, from the name of the parish. The
institution at once bore such evidence ofits utility that benefactors multiplied, and the funds of the charity rising rapidly the
governors purchased a large spot of ground in Old-street, on the
western side of the City-road, on which they erected the present
edifice, at the expense of 40,000!.
This noble hospital is 493 feet inlength ;and of proportionable breadth. The front has a very fine effect, for which it is
d d
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indebted to the simple grandeur of its outline, and the propriety of its appearance, being very sparingly aided with extraneous decoration.
The building is of brick and stone. The centre and ends
project a little, are carried higher than the two parts that
connect them together, and are distinguished also by a little
more decoration of stone. In the front is a broad space, enclosed with a wall, relieved by a kind of portico in the centre.
The entrance is through this outer buildingby a flight of steps,
under a cover supported by columns.
The whole interior of the hospital, whether we regard the
architecture or the management of the house, may well serve
as a model to every similar charity. It consists of three stories,
exclusive of thebasement floor, and of an attic in the centre and
at each end. The centre, on the floor level with the entrance,
is occupied by a hall, apartments for some of the officers of
the institution, and the staircase. Upward it is filled with the
staircase, having a lobby at the end of each landing, the committee-room, the respective apartments of the master and matron, and the rooms of the several attendants. On each side,
in each story, is a spacious gallery ;of which the female patients occupy the western part, and the men the eastern.
The hall at the bottom, and the lobby at each landing, separate the galleries, the entrance to which is from the lobby, by
an open iron gate. At the extremity ofeach gallery is another,
but shorter, without any partition; it being in the wings, or
ends of the building. The rooms of the maniacs are ranged
along the south side of the gallery ;the greaterpart ofthe north
side being open to the air, by wideand lofty sash windows, secured
3
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cured within by iron gratings. In each gallery are sitting
rooms of two sorts ;one is spacious, with tables and forms,
and a large fire-place, enclosed withiron rails to the top of
the chimney-piece, sufficiently wide to admit the heat into the
room, and prevent accidents by fire to the maniacs. In this
room patients that are sufficiently composed eat their meals
together, and assemble for company and conversation, when
they think proper. The other room is smaller, with a similar
fire-place, in which patients so much disordered as to be confined
in strait waistcoats are permitted to eat their meals, and sit together. This last kind of room is thus used to prevent keeping
the maniac who is greatly disordered always in his cell, in solitary confinement, anddoes infinite honour, together with many
other regulations, to the master of the house.
Every patient has a square room to sleep in, with a good
mattress, and warm bed-covering. The maniacs sleep in sheets,
except a very few in the most offensive state of insanity. The
doors of their rooms stand open all day, unless the patient is confined to his bed by sickness. Not only are the principal apartments of this hospitalkept clean, but the very cells and galleries
are as clean and well aired as the rooms of any private house.
To give full effect to this most excellent management, there
are not behind this noble building any wells of stagnated air,
such as are to be found in most of our public and large buildings,bearing the name of courts or squares.
There is no part ofthis edifice under ground ;the floor that
may be termed the ground-floor, as being level with theentrance,
is supported by arches that form the roofof the basement story,
which is on the ground. On the eastern side of the basement
d d2
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story is a gallery for the most dangerous of the patients. There
are, however, but few inhabitants of this quarter, the greater
part of the incurables being intermixed with the other maniacs
in the upper galleries. Attention to the cleanliness of the
rooms is paid even here, where the case might seem hopeless.
Grooves in the bedsteads are made, communicating by leaden
pipes through the wall withthe outside, to carry off the urine j
which remaining would rot their beds, and be offensive to the
other parts of the house.
In the western part of the basement floor are the kitchen,
buttery, wash-house, laundry, and other offices. They are all
in a style of peculiar excellence, according to their several
uses.
The whole of the basement story of S t. Luke's is perfectly
dry, the floor being laid on piers of brick.
Behind the house are two gardens, separated from each other
by a broad area before the centre of the building, in which the
patients walk and take recreation, one for the men, and the
other for the women.

THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL.

The Foundling hospital is situated on the north side of the
metropolis, at the end of Lamb's Conduit-street, about a quarter of a mile from Holborn. It is in a direct line with the villages of Somer's Town and Hampstead, and contiguous to the
superb squares, Brunswick and Russel, the greater part of the
,
former
4
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former of which is erected on the lands belonging to the hospital.
It is almost unnecessary to inform the reader that the object
of this institution is to receive and maintain exposed and deserted
children ;or, as the memorial presented to the king when it was
first incorporated better expresses it, " Forpreventing thefrequent
murders of poor miserable infants at their birth, andfor suppressing
the inhuman custom of exposing new-born infants to perish in the
streets^ Itdiffers, however, from most of the foreign charities
forfoundlings in this, that on the continent all children are
received indiscriminately, being left in a cradle or wheel,
in a particular part of the building, without any questions
being asked; whereas, in our Foundling hospital, even the
reception of objects is regulated by a committee, who examine
whether the case is such as to require the relief afforded by the
institution or not.
This truly humane institution owes its establishment to the
exertions of a private and obscure individual.
About the year 1722, Captain Thomas Coram, the master
of a merchant ship in the American trade, a man singularly
endowed withevery benevolent affection, undertook the arduous
task of founding a hospital for this purpose, and finally succeeded, after the labour of seventeen years. Before he presented
his petition to the king, he was advised to procure a recommendation from some persons of rank ;and being presented to
his majesty a royal charter was granted, on the 17th of October,
1739, authorizing the governors of this charity to purchase
neal estates, not exceeding 4000I. per annum.
The number of children received into this hospital, before
the
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the end ofthe year 1752, was 1040, of which 559 were at that
time maintained by the charity, at an expense to which its income was by no means adequate. In 1756, therefore, the parliament voted the sum of io,oool. to the hospital, and large
sums were afterward granted. It was found, however, that the
scheme of the Foundling was extended too far; numerous
abuses crept in, and the governors were finally obliged to contract their views; but, at present, from the income of their
landed and funded property, and the collections of the chapel,
sufficient sums are raised to maintain more than 400 children.
The Foundling hospital is a handsome and convenient structure, with a good garden and commodious play-ground for the
children. The chapel is in the centre. The east wing is appropriated to the girls, and the west to the boys. At the south
extremity of the former is the treasurer's house, and the extremity of the opposite wing is appropriated to inferior officers.
Divine service is performed in the chapel twice on every Sunday, at eleven in the forenoon, and at seven in the evening.
The pews are in general let at a high rent ;and, beside this,
there is always a collection at the doors ; which, from the excellence of the music and the popularity of the preachers, is
considerable, and amounts, with the rest of the pews, as we
have been informed, tonearly 2500I. per annum.
The kitchen ofthe Foundling is an object worthy of inspection to all strangers ;it was erected on the plan of Count
Rumford, and is said to cause a saving to the charity of twentyfive chaldrons of coals in the year.
The celebrated Hogarth was an early benefactor, and an
active promoter of the Foundlingcharity. He presented the

hospital
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hospital with three excellent pictures, one of them his March
Finchley, which is accounted the best of his works ;and the
collection has since been enriched by other donations from celebrated artists. The altarpiece in the chapel is said to be one
of Mr. West's best productions ;it was painted for Macklin's
Bible, and the subject is " Except ye become as little children, &c."
In the court-room of the hospital are four capital pictures from
sacred subjects. The first painted by Mr. Hayman, and taken
from thesecond chapter of Exodus, v. 8, 9, the wordsof which
"
are The maid went andcalled the child's mother, and Pharaoh's
daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me,
and I
willgive you wages." The ensuing verse is the subject of
"
the next picture, viz. Andthe child grew, and she brought him
to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son, andshe called his name
Moses :" this picture is painted by Hogarth. The third picture is the History of Ishmael, painted by Mr. Highmore ; the
"
subject taken from the 21st chapter of Genesis, ver. 17, And
the angel of the Lord called to Agar out ofheaven, and said to her,
What aileth thee, Agar ? Fear not, for God hath heard the voice of
the lad where he is." The fourth picture was painted by Mr.
Willes : its subject is similar to Mr. West's already mentioned,
"
viz. the 18th chapter of Luke, ver. 16, Jesus said, suffer
Uttle children to come unto me, andforbid them not ;for of such is the
kingdom of God." On each side of these pictures are placed
smaller pictures, in circular frames, representing the most considerable hospitals in and about London: 1, The view ofthe
hospitalfor exposed children ;2, the view oj St. George's hospital, at
Hyde-park Corner, by Wilson; 3, the view of Chelsea hospital;
4, the view of Bethlem hospital, by Hatley; 5, the view of St.
to

—
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Thomas's hospital; 6, the view of Greenwich hospital ;7, the view
of the Blue-coat hospital, by Whale ; 8, the view of Sutton' s hospi-

tal, called the Charterhouse, by Gainsborough. Over the chimney is placed a very curious bas-relief, carved by Rysbrack, and
presented by him, representing children employed in navigation and
husbandry, being the employments to whichthe children of this
hospital are destined. In the other rooms of the hospital are
the following: George the Second, patron pf this hospital, by
Shakleton, painter to his majesty ;the Right Hon. the Earl of
Dartmouth, one of the vice-presidents of the hospital, by Sir
Joshua Reynolds; Taylor White, Esq. treasurer ofthe hospital, in
crayons, by Coates; the portrait ofMr. Coram, and the March of
the Guards to Finchley, by Hogarth.
This noble charity may be visited any Tuesday, Thursday,
or Friday.
ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL.

In 1733 arose that great charity St. George's hospital,
founded by the voluntary contributions of the inhabitants
of Westminster. The subscriptions in 1786 were 2239I. 5s.;
in the year 1791, 2262I. 14s. 6d. ;but the benevolence of the
governors, or increase of accidents, caused an increase of expense, which threatened most serious consequences, till the
house was happily relieved by the bounty received from a
third of the profits arising from sums received at the Abbey,
for the grand and memorable performances of Handel's oratorios.
This
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From this hospital, since it was opened on the first of the
year 1733 to December the 29th, 1790, not fewer than 173,217
patients have been discharged. Inthe year 1791 were admitted,
by recommendation, 1078 ;on account of accidents, without
recommendation, 297.
MAGDALEN HOSPITAL, IN ST. GEORGE'S FIELDS.

The object of this charity is the relief and reformation of
wretched outcasts from society ;and the principle on whichit
is founded gives it a strong title to the countenance and favour
of the public, and particularly of the female sex. No object
can possibly be more worthy of their care than the rescuing
from the deepest woe and distress the most miserable of their
fellow-creatures, leading them back from vice to virtue and
happiness,reconciling thedeluded and betrayed daughter to her
offended mother, and restoring hundreds of unfortunate young
women to industry, again to become useful members of the
community.
The Magdalen hospital was opened in the year 1758. During
the period that it has subsisted, more than two thirds of the
women who have been admitted have been reconciled to their
friends, or placed inhonest employments, or reputable services.
A very considerable number are since married, and are, at this
moment, respectable members of society; and, could their
names and situations be disclosed, which, for the most obvious
reasons, would be highlyimproper, the very great utility of this
charity would appear in the strongest light,
e e
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A probationary ward is instituted for the young women on
their first admission ;and a separation of those of different descriptions and qualifications is established. Each class is entrusted to its particular assistant, and the whole is under the
inspection of a matron. This separation, useful on many
accounts, is peculiarly so to a numerous class of women, who
are much to be pitied, and to whom this charity has been very
beneficial: viz. young women whohave been seducedfrom theirfriends
under promise ofmarriage, and have been deserted by their seducers.
They have never been in public prostitution, but fly to the
Magdalen to avoidit. Their relations, in the first moments of
resentment, refuse to receive, protect, or acknowledge them; they
are abandoned by the world, without character, without friends,
withoutmoney, without resource; and wretched indeed is their
situation! To such, especially,thishouse of refuge opens wide its
doors ; and, instead of being driven by despair to lay violent
hands on themselves, and to superadd the crime of self-murder
to that guilt which is the cause of their distress, or of being
forced by the strong call of hunger into prostitution, they find
a safe and quiet retreat in this abode of peace and reflection.
The methodof proceeding for the admission of women into
this hospital is as follows: The first Thursday in every month
is an admission day ;when, sometimes from twenty to thirty
petitioners appear, who, without any recommendation whatever, on applying at the door to the clerk, receive a printed
form of petition, gratis, which is properly filled up. Each
petition is numbered, and a corresponding number is given to
the petitioner herself. They are called in singly before the
board, and such questions are put to them as may enable the
4
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committee to judge of the sincerity of their professions, and to
ascertain the truth of their assertions.
The treatment of the women is of the gentlest kind. They
are instructed inthe principles of the Christian religion, in reading, and in several kinds of work, and the various branches of
household employment, to qualify them for service, or other
situations wherein they may honestly earn their living. The
chaplain attends them daily, to promote and encourage their
good resolutions, and to exhort them to religion and virtue.
The time they remain in the house varies, according to circumstances. The greatest pains are taken to find out their relations and friends, and to effect a reconciliation, and, if they
be people of character, to put them under their protection: if,
however, the young women are destitute of such friends, they
are retained in the house, till an opportunity offers of placing
them in a reputable service, or of procuring them the means
of obtaining an honest livelihood. No young woman, who
has behaved well during her stay in the house, is discharged
unprovided for. When discharged, they are for the most part
UNDER TWENTY YEARS OF AGE !

judge of the real good effected
by this institution, and of the great proportion which the
women reclaimed bear to the whole number, the following
correct statement has been extracted from the books of the
To enable the

public
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charity.
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Table of Admission and Discharges,fro7n the first Institution, August 10, 175?,
to January 1, 1802.

. . 2230
.... 99

Reconciled to friends, or placed inservice
Troubled with incurable disorders
Died
Discharged at their own request
Discharged for improper behaviour

....

In the house, January 7, 1802

.. . .
Total . . .

66

499
476
3370
67
3437

The committee, consisting of thirty-two governors, meet
at the hospital every Thursday, at twelve o'clock precisely, except on the first Thursday of every month, when they meet at
eleven ;and two of them, in rotation, attend at the chapel
every Sunday, at morning and evening service, when a collection is made previously to admission. The hours of divine
service are a quarter after eleven in the forenoon, and a quarter
after six in the evening;and, on account of the fascination of
the singing, no place of worship in the metropolis is more
worthy of the notice of a stranger.
Companies who wish to visit this charity may be admitted,
on addressing their request by letter to the committee, any
Thursday; or to the treasurer, A. Bennet, Esq. upon any day
in the week. No fees are taken.

—

WESTMINSTER LYING-IN HOSPITAL.

On approaching St. George's fields from Westminster-bridge
are two charities of uncommon delicacy and utility : the first
IS
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is the Westminster lying-in hospital. This is not instituted merely
for the honest matron, who can depose her burden with the
consciousness oflawful love, but also for the unhappy wretches
whom some villain, in the unguarded moment, has seduced,
and then left a prey to the desertion of friends, poverty, want,
and guilt. Lest such may be driven to despair by complicated misery, and be tempted to destroy themselves and murder
their infants*," here was founded, in 1756, this humane preventive, The Westminster New Lying-in Hospital. To obviate all objections to its being an encouragement to vice, no
frail one is taken in a second time : but this most excellent
charity is open to the worthy distressed matron as often as
necessity requires. None are rejected who have friends to give
them a recommendation ;and of both descriptions upward of
four thousand have experienced its salutary effects -f-.

"

THE ASYLUM.

Further on is the Asylum for female orphans, which is also
situated inSt. George's fields,directly opposite the road that leads
from Westminster-bridge toward Vauxhall. It was instituted
after the Magdalen ;and, as the design of the latter was to
reclaim prostitutes, this was intended to prevent prostitution.
The buildings occupied by the charity were formerly the Hercules inn ; and, consequently, cannot have any thing to re-

* See account ofthe institution.

f Pennant's London.

commend
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commend them particularly to notice. The description of
objects, which are received into the institution, isfemale orphans
whose settlements cannot befound ;and it is somewhat singular that
there are no such persons existing ; since, by the laws of England, an orphan, whose settlement cannot be referred to, is

of that parish where it is found. The charity is, however,
commendable, in affording a maintenance and education to a
number of poor and distressed children, who otherwise must
have augmented the parochial burdens somewhere or other.
The guardians, for that is the title by which the subscribers
distinguish themselves, present in turn, as often as vacancies
occur ;and the children are taken in at about the age of nine,
and at fourteen apprenticed out to trades, or as domestic servants.

Pennant, with just and amiable ardour, says of the AsylumIt is an institution of a most heavenly nature, calculated to
save from perdition of soul and body the brighter part of the
creation; those on whom Providence hath bestowed angelic
faces and elegant forms, designed as blessings to mankind, but
too often debased. The hazards that these innocents are constantly liable to from a thousand temptations, from poverty,
from death of parents, from the diabolical procuress, and
sometimes from the stupendous wickedness of parents them-

selves, who have been known to sell their beauteous girls for
the purpose of prostitution, induced a worthy hand, in the
year 1758, to found the Asylum, or House of Refuge. Long
may it flourish, and eternal be the reward of those into whose
mind so noble a design entered.
The
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The institution is supported by voluntary contributions, and
by collections made at the chapel doors on Sundays.

MARINE SOCIETY, BISHOPSGATE-STREET.

This excellent establishment commenced in 1756, and was
incorporated in 1772. Its object is to fit out landmen volunteers, to serve as seamen on board the king's ships in time of
war, and for equipping distressed boys for the sea service at all
times; and whether we consider the institution as a prominent
feature of well regulated police, or as a nursery for seamen, its
advantages will be strikingly evident, and entitle it to the
warmest support of the benevolent. The number of men and
boys the society have clothed during the late war is upward of
21,700. The following statement of accounts, for the last
year of the war, will shew how its funds are appropriated, and
how extended its benefits have been.
General Account ofReceipts and Disbursements of one Year,from theZlst of
December, 1800, to the 31st ofDecember, 1801.
receipts,

viz.

Balance on making up the society's accounts, 31st December, 1800

Subscriptions, interests, bequests, &c.received
December, 1801
Sale of 20001. three per cent

489 II 7
to 31st

6051
1283

3 11
6

4

7824 0

0

DISBURSE-
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DISBURSEMENTS ON

193 Boys sent as servants to officers in the king'sships
368 Ditto, apprenticed in the merchants' service, or

placed in the grab service ofthe hon. EastIndia
company
1817 Landmen volunteers clothed, toserve as seamen in
5723 14 11
his majesty's navy, cost
society's
on
board
the
of
officers
and
boys
Maintenance
1538 19 5
ship, repairs, salaries, &c
300 0 0
Donations to thirty widows, at 101. each
82148
Bridge-masters, for ground rent
■

Balance in the banker's hands, 31st December,

1801

7645

9

0

178 II 0

The society, in addition to their former establishment, have
provided a ship large enough to receive ioo boys, which lies
moored between Deptford and Greenwich, with proper officers
to instruct the boys in nautical and moral duties ;Mr. Watson,
the marine society's schoolmaster, on board, is always happy to
shew the vessel to strangers. An annual visitation of the governors takes place on board about the middle of May, when the attendance of friends to the institution is esteemed a favour,
and it well repays curiosity. Mr. Newby, the secretary, at
the office in Bishopsgate-street, is attentive and polite to all
inquirers, and will shew strangers every department under his
care.

SOCIETY
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SOCIETY FOR ABOLISHING THE COMMON METHOD OF SWEEPING
CHIMNEYS.

This association was formed in the year 1802, with a view,
if possible, of superceding the necessity of employingchildren
in cleansing chimneys. Several premiums, of 200I. and under,
have been offered by them to the persons who shall invent a
mechanical apparatus, by which chimneys may be effectually
cleansed without the use of children.

BAYSWATER GENERAL LYING-IN HOSPITAL.

This institution commenced in 1792, and has extended its
benefits, from that period to the year 1802, to 43,896 women,
who have been delivered and taken care of there. Its objects
also embrace the care oftheinfant poor the two first years after
birth ;and the distressed wives of soldiers and sailors. It is
under the immediate patronage of the queen, and supported by
subscription.

SCHOOL FOR THE INDIGENT BLIND, ST. GEORGE'S FIELDS.

This interesting institution is established in St. George's
fields, where the most benevolent attention is paid to nineteen
boys and nine girls, under the unhappy circumstances of blindness and poverty ;it is supported by voluntary contributions.
They manufacture baskets and cordage, which are sold at the
f f
school,
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school, where any strangers are readily permitted to view the
progress of the pupils, and to examine the nature of theinstitution.

SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF AND DISCHARGE OF PERSONS CONFINED
FOR SMALL DEBTS, CRAVEN-STREET, STRAND.

The liberal views of this society, instituted in 1772, were
soon seconded by the public, for within fifteen months from
the commencement of the plan they were enabled to discharge
986 prisoners, many of whom were confined onlyfor theirfees!
To these belonged 566 wives, and 2389 children, making in
all 3941 souls, essentially relieved by means of public humanity.
Manufacturers, seamen, and labourers, were chiefly among
those whose usefulness, long cut off from exercise by confinement, was thus restored to the community. The society have
"
continued for more than thirty years their labours of love;"
and every possible view of the members has been sedulously
promoted by the presidents, and the worthy treasurer, James
Nield, Esq. one anecdote of whom cannot be too publicly
known. In February, 1801, the society voted their unanimous
thanks to him ;shortly after,he was surprised by the receipt of a
letter, which enclosed a bank note of ioool. in a blank cover !
Conceiving it could not be meant for himself, he announced it
as intended for the charity ;and, though Lord Romney and
the committee were of opinion it was so intended, he disclaimed all title to it, and declared, ifit should ever appear to
be his right, that it should be the property ofthe society.
Debtors,

OTHER PUBLIC CHARITIES.

219

Debtors, who desire to partake of this charity, must apply
by printed petition only, which may be had of the respective

keepers gratis.

Subscriptions to promote the benevolent views of this society,
the justice and propriety of which experience hath fullyevinced,
are as beneficial to the state as theyare honourable to the donors.
SOCIETY FOR BETTERING THE CONDITION OF THE POOR,
PARLIAMENT-STREET.

Thissociety was instituted in 1796. Its object is to embrace
every thing that concerns the happiness of the poor; to remove the difficulties attending parochial relief, and the discouragement of industry and economy, by the present mode of
distributing it ; to correct the abuses of workhouses ;and to
assist the poor in placing out their children in the world;in
the improvement of their habitations, gardens, the use of
fuel, and other beneficent purposes.
The following are the subjects of information upon which
the society is desirous of obtaining and circulatinginformation :
1, parish relief; 2, friendly societies ; 3, parish workhouses;
4, cottages ; 5, cottage gardens ;6, parish mills ; 7, village
shops; 8, village kitchens; 9, fuel and fire-places; 10, apprentices; 11, county gaols; 12, beggars.
Upon all these topics, and others connected with them, the
reports of this society (published in numbers) speak amply, and
present a body of knowledge at once practical, interesting, and
important, highly to the credit of the promoters of this institution : it commenced when the distresses of the poor were
most urgent, and when the dearness ofall articles of subsistence
required
f f 2
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be studied and
earnestly enforced through each class of the community.
A donation of ten guineas at once, or a subscription of one
guinea annually, entitles the subscriber to two copies of each
publication of the society, and so in proportion upon a larger

required every possible plan of economy

to

sum.
PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY, ST. GEORGE'S FIELDS.

The great object of this society, instituted a few years
since, is to unite the purposes of charity with those of industry
and police-, to rescue from destruction the offspring of the vicious and dishonest.
They have at present 167 children, male and female: among
these there are several who have been taken from prisons, and
others whohave been rescued from the retreats of villainy, and
the haunts of prostitution. For their employment buildings
are erected, in which, under the direction of master workmen,
various trades are carried on; and the girls are bred up to work
at their needle, and to do those household offices which render
them serviceable to the community, and enable them to obtain
an honest living. The whole number of children, of both
sexes, that had been received by the society, in 1803, amounted
to 489; among whom were many thoughyoung in years yet old
in iniquity.
The committee feel themselves indebted to any well disposed
and judicious persons, whether subscribers or not to the charity, who favour the institution with a visit ;and a book is
kept to insert any remarks, which may occur on such an in-

spection.
HUMANE
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HUMANE SOCIETY.

Among the singularly benevolent plans which have within
a few years arisen in this vast metropolis is this society, commencing its operations where all others leave the objects of their
care. Since its first establishment, in 1774, nearly 3000 lives
have been restored from apparent death ;and it has given rise
to similar institutions in every quarter of the world. Dr.Hawes
is the most indefatigable promoter of this society, which extends
itsbenefits to apparent death by drowning,strangling, and every
kind of suffocation. The receiving-house in Hyde-park is fitted
up with an apparatus unrivalled in Europe, for employing every
possible means to restore life. Dr. Hawes, at his house in
Spital-square, willreadily furnish any stranger with books,plans,
and directions of the society. The anniversary procession at
the London tavern, in April, forms a most interesting spectacle, and to which strangers may be admitted.
THE SAMARITAN SOCIETY, AT THE LONDON HOSPITAL.

This excellent institution,for the relief of patients discharged
cured from the London hospital, and not immediately able to
get into service, commenced in 179 1. It consists of about fifty
annual subscribers of one guinea, and seventy life directors,
who have bestowed donations of five guineas each. It has with
this aid established itself, and afforded effectual relief to about
300 persons, and put them in a course of livelihood, who must
4
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otherwise have been driven to beggary, if not to criminal
courses, for subsistence. The governors of the hospital have
permitted an apartment of the same to be devoted to the purpose of this society.

PUBLIC DISPENSARIES.

The dispensaries in the metropolis are numerous. From the
eastern extremity of Limehouse to the western of Milbank, from
Islington and Somer's Town on the north, as far as Lambeth
to the south, and by means of the Greenwich dispensary to
Newington and Peckham, including a space of nearly fifty
square miles, a system of medical reliefis extended to the poor
unknown to any other part of the globe. About 50,000 poor
persons are thus annually supplied with medicine and advice
gratis : one third of whom, at least, are attended at their own
habitations. Dr. Lettsom has been a distinguished promoter
of these peculiarly useful institutions : a list of which we have
annexed in a subsequent page. The following statement of
one of these willserve to give a general idea of the good effected
by the others.

State of the Carey-street Dispensary, December 1, 1801.
Patients admitted from its institution in 1783 to December, 1801, of whom 10,776
werevisited at their own houses, and 550 admitted as accidents and casualties,
35,647
without the usual forms of recommendation
Dismissed
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Dismissed cured
Dismissed cured or relieved,
Discharged incurable
Died
Remain under cure
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34,196

not havingreturned

thanks

600
74
537
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35,647

INSTITUTION FOR THE CURE AND PREVENTION OF CONTAGIOUS
FEVERS.

This laudable institution was set on foot in the year 1802.
A considerable number of persons have already benefited by it;
and, from the liberal patronage which it has experienced, great
expectations are formed of its utility. The house in which patients are received is in Gray's Inn-lane, near Battle-bridge.

ROYAL JENNERIAN SOCIETY.

The object of this society is the total extermination of the
small-pox, by substituting vaccine inoculation. For this purpose
houses are opened in London and its neighbourhood, at which
persons are, without any recommendation, inoculated gratis.
The principal house, and where the society's business is carried
on, is at No. 14, Salisbury-square, Fleet-street. Inthe course
of the year 1802, five thousand persons were thus inoculated
at the hospital near Battle- bridge.

OTHER
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OTHER HOSPITALS,

With a Sketch of the Medical Practice in London.

The principalhospitals in this metropolis have already been
noticed ;but, beside these, there are several others of considerable magnitude ;viz. the London hospital, at Whitechapel ; the
Middlesex hospital, in Berner's street ;the Westminster infirmary,
in Petty France; the Lock hospital, in Grosvenor-place; with
several more for the admission of pregnant women, and other
classes of indigent persons. These numerous institutions we
may correctly affirm are the means of preserving to the community many thousands of its valuable members every year;
and it is certain there is inno other country so vast a number of
benevolent plans for the relief of the sick poor, which are
principally supported by voluntary donations *.
It may be reasonably supposed that, with so many opportunities for obtaining medical information, this metropolis is
annually visited by numbers of students, in anatomy, surgery,
and medicine, from every quarter of the world. There are,
probably, eight or nine hundred students, at least, who annually
come to London for the purpose of attending the different hospitals and lecturers ;so that this city contributes more to the
advancement of medical science, in its practical branches, than
any other in the British dominions.
The combined methods, of walking the hospitals and attend-

* Vide the List of Hospitals and Dispensaries, in the Appendix.
ing
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ing lectures, is beyond all doubt much the best of any yet devised, for the improvement of medical science ;and especially
for the formation of medical practitioners. Inexperienced and
timid yet rash pretenders, to medicineand surgery, are not now,
as they formerly were, dispersed through country towns in the
same abundant ignorance : country surgeons have generally been
present at and assisted in all the common, and in many of the
extraordinary, cases of surgical operation. To practical they
have added some portion of theoretical knowledge : the lectures
that are read, as well at the houses of professors as at the hospitals, by men whose tried abilities have gained them pre-eminence, exemplify and systematize facts greatly to the benefit of
the students. Thus the hand of youth acquires firmness, and
the mind discrimination. True it is that men are still impelled to quit the schools of experience too suddenly and venture upon practice ; yet the peasant is by no means in the same
degree of danger, from the almost total inability of his surgeon
and physician, as he formerly was.
The benefits derived from hospitals are great indeed : the
methods adopted in them are so salutary that, medical men
affirm, patients, in extreme or sudden danger, if brought to a
hospital, have a tenfold greater chance for recovery than can
result from the best private treatment. The nurses are experienced, medical aid and medicine are on the spot in every
emergency, and at every change, and the surgeon, or the doctor,
has all the advantages which habit, practice, and acquired firmness bestow ; and thus the poor, under such circumstances of
extreme distress, enjoy a superiority which pride denies to the
rich.
G G

It
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It is here proper to add that in London there are the Royal
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons ; the former was instituted
by Henry VIII. with full power to examine all persons practising physic within seven miles of the city. The surgeons were
incorporated by the same king in conjunction with the barbers, but afterward as a separate company; and, during the
year 1800, they received a royal charter, constituting them a
college. No person can legally practise in London as a physician, or a surgeon, without a licence or diploma from one of
these colleges.
Though there is also a Society of Apothecaries, with exclusive
privileges and immunities, any person, however ignorant, may
vend medicines to the public : but those who desire to have unadulterated drugs may place the most secure reliance on what
are sold at Apothecaries' hall, in Blackfriars. The use and
abuse of drugs exemplify, in a strong but melancholy manner,
the credulity to which the human mind is subject, especially
when it seeks relief from pain and is ignorant of the true
means, and of the increase of evils to which it thus becomes
exposed. The nett amount of the stamp duties on quack medicines sold in England, during the year 1801, amounted to
more than 14,0001. sterling, exclusive of a veiy large sum arising from the duties on empiric advertisements !
As forming a part of the present state of medicine, the college of physicians requires to be further mentioned : it once
had considerable influence and reputation, but it is now said
to be of much less utility.

COLLEGE
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COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

This is a handsome edifice, situated in Warwick-lane, northeast of St. Paul's church-yard. In the front is a portico of
stone, in the form of an octagon, crowned with a dome. This
entrance leads into a square court, surrounded withbrick buildings, adorned with stone. The western front, which faces the
entrance, is a very elegant piece of architecture. In this court
are statues of Charles II. and of Sir John Cutler, in niches in
the building. The latter was a celebrated miser ; and it is related of him that he tricked the college out of the honour of a
statue, by a pretended donation which he afterward charged
to them in his books as a debt.
The college is provided withconvenient rooms for its several
occasions. In the great hall are portraits and busts of several
eminent medical men ; among which are those of the great
Sydenham and the illustrious Harvey.
A good library, belonging to the college, was given by Sir
Theodore Mayerne, physician to James JL and Charles I. and
augmented by the marquis of Dorchester, one of the fellows of
the college.
This society was originally instituted by a charter of Henry
VIII. at the instance chiefly of Dr. Linacre, physician to that
monarch ;and its privileges have been since confirmed and enlarged by acts of parliament, and by various charters. The college consists of a president, censors, and fellows ;and its proposed object is to prevent the practice of physic by ignorant
pretenders to the science, or mercenary impostors. This should
seem, however, not to be the best remedy for the evil;since no
gg2
metropolis
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metropolis exists in which empirics commit such prodigious depredations on property, or inflict such enormous evils, under the
pretence of cures, as in London. We do not enter intothe question of remedy here, but warn all strangers not to look into

the advertisement of a newspaper for a physician or a surgeon.
WORKHOUSES.

These receptacles for the helpless poor are very numerous ;
the two following are noticed, as among the most remarkable.
St. Mary-le-bone

* Workhouse

Particularly deserves examination : it is situated on the Paddington New Road, near the end of Upper Baker-street, was
built in 1775, and contains sometimes more than 1000 persons.
This house, and the infirmary adjoining, as a parochial concern, excite admiration. The workshops, wash-house, laundry, wards, kitchen, bakehouse, chapel, and officers' rooms,
are excellently suited to their different purposes.
St. Martin's Workhouse, in Castle-street, Leicester-square,

Occupies a large spot of ground : it was erected in 1772,
when 11,7751. was raised on annuities for the building of it.
The general arrangement of the house reflects great credit on
the churchwardens ;and it may be viewed, on application to
the master of the house, or to the churchwardens, who, on
every proper occasion, readily gratify the curious.

*

CoiTupted from SainteMarie la bonne.

4
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CHAPTER V.

JURIDICAL AND LEGAL TRIBUNALS AND ESTABLISHMENTS.

IHE courts of judicature, of which many necessarily centre
in the metropolis, the reader may find catalogued as a means of
general reference : but several of these tribunals demand not to
be passed over thus briefly, for, in their origin, importance, and
influence on manners and society, they are especially deserving
of attention. To instance in how pure a degree, and the different modes and almost endless precautions by which, justice
is administered, and personal freedom and property are guarded,
would be to write volumes entirely on that subject : but the
recollection of this does bu^t render those institutions, by which
purposes so great are attained, the more curious and interest-

ing.
HIGH
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HIGH COURT OF PARLIAMENT.

This august assembly, which is the supreme and most ancient
court of the kingdom, was indifferently denominated by the
Saxons, Michel Gemote and When Gemote ; that is, the great
court and council of wise men.
The first mention we find of this court is on its being held
in this city by Egbert and Withlaf, kings of Wessex and Mercia, in the year 833, for deliberating on ways and means to
oppose the piratical invasions and destructive depredations of
the Danes.
This great council, which was held twice a year before the
conquest, consists of the King, the Lords spiritual and temporal, and the Commons : the Lords spiritual, consisting of the
two archbishops, and twenty-four bishops, sit by virtue of their
respective baronies, which they hold in a political capacity ; the

Lords temporal, who are created by the king's patent, and
therefore cannot be reduced to any certain number, sit by descent or creation ;and the Commons, who amount to 658, consist of knights, citizens, and burgesses, the representatives of
the commonalty of Great Britain, who, by virtue of the king's
writs, are elected by the several counties,cities, and boroughs.
The power of parliament is so great and extensive that it
makes, amends, reduces, revives, and abrogates laws, statutes,
and ordinances, concerning matters ecclesiastical, civil, and
military. No person can begin, continue, or dissolve this council, but by the king's authority.
COURT
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COURT OF CHANCERY.

In the opinion of several learned men, this court took its
name from the cross bars of iron or wood, called by the Romans cancelli, with which it was formerly enclosed, to prevent
the officers being incommoded by the crowding of the people.
The Chancery consists of two courts, in one of which the Lord
Chancellor proceeds according to the laws and statutes of the
kingdom, in affairs peculiarly referred to this court, and not
under the cognizance of a jury;and, in the second, according
to equity, judging rather by the spirit than the letter of the
laws. In case of absence, his place upon the bench is supplied by the Master of the Rolls, who also determines causes
in the same equitable manner. The Lord High Chancellor is
the supreme and sole judge in the court of chancery, where he
is to judge according to equity and conscience, and to moderate
the exact rigour and letter of the common law, to which all
other judges are strictly tied ;but his decrees may be reversed
by the House of Lords. This great officer, who is assisted by
the masters in chancery, takes precedency of all peers except
princes of the blood and the archbishop of Canterbury ;and
is the highest person in the kingdom in civil affairs. The
LordHigh Chancellor is generally keeper ofthe great seal, and is
thence styled Lord Keeper. He is created by the mere delivery
of the king's great seal into his custody, is a privy-counsellor
by his office, and prolocutor of the House of Lords by prescription. To him belongs the appointment of all the justices of
the peace throughout the kingdom. In consequence of being
com-

232

JURIDICAL AND LEGAL

commonly an ecclesiastic in former times, as few others were
then capable of an office so conversant in writing, he presides
over the royal chapel, is keeper of the king's conscience, visitor
in right of the king of all hospitals and colleges of the king's
foundation, and patron of all the king's livings under the value
of 20I. per annum in the king's books.
It is the peculiar business of the court of chancery to rescue
people out of the hands of their oppressors, and to afford relief
in case of fraud, accidents, and breach of trust. Beside, out
of this court are issued writs for parliaments, charters, patents
for sheriffs, writsof certiorari to remove records and false judgments in inferior courts, writsof moderata misericordia, when a
person has been amerced too high, and for a reasonable part of
goods for widows and orphans. Here also are sealed and enrolled treaties with foreign princes, letters patent, commissions
of appeal, oyer and terminer, and others.
The manner of proceeding here is much like that in the
courts of the civil law ; for the actions are by bill or plaint ;
the witnesses are privately examined ;there is no jury, but all
the sentences are given by the judge of the court. However,
as it proceeds not according to law, it is no court of record,
and therefore binds only the person, his lands and goods.
To this court belong twelve masters in chancery ;an accountant general; six head clerks; sixty-two sworn clerks, who
purchase their places ; and twelve waiting clerks, whose places
are given by the six clerks ; two chief examiners, with their
respective clerks ;a chief and four inferior registers ;the clerk
of the crown ;a prothonotary ;clerks of the petty bag, subpSna, patent, affidavit, cursitors, and alienation office.
Masters
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Masters in chancery are the twelve assistantsof the Chancellor
or Lord Keeper ;the first of whomis master of the rolls, which
is a place of great dignity,and is in the gift of the king. These
gentlemen sit at Westminster-hall, with the Lord Chancellor ;
three at a time while the term lasts, and two at a time when the
Lord Chancellor sits to hear causes in his own house ;and to
them he often refers the further hearing of causes: he also
refers to them matters of account, and other things of small
moment ; but never the merits of the cause.
During the vacations, the Lord Chancellor sits, by permission
of the honourable society, at Lincoln's inn-hall;and, in the
Lord Chancellor's absence, the master of the rolls, or sometimes
one of the judges, sits in his place. The master of the rolls
has likewisehis own department, and hears causes in the Rolls
chapel;but all his decisions may be appealed against to the
Lord Chancellor. The Rolls chapel, inChancery-lane, contains
a monument of John Yonge, D.D. the work of Torregiani.
The master of the rolls resides in a house adjoining, which was
built at the expense of government.
The salary of the masters in chancery is iool. to each of
them, paid quarterly out of the Exchequer, beside robe money.

COURT OF KING'S BENCH.

This is the highest court of common law inEngland: itis so
called because formerly the king sometimes sat there in person
on a high bench, and the judges, to whom the judicature belongs in his absence, on a low bench at his feet;or because
hh
this
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this court determines pleas between the crown and the subject
of treasons, felonies, and other pleas, which properly belong to
the king ;and also in whatsoever relates to the loss of life or
member of any subject, in which the king is concerned, as he
is a sufferer by the loss of the life or limbs of his subjects.
Here likewise are tried breaches of peace, oppression, and misgovernment; and this court corrects the errors of all the
judges and justices of England, in their judgments and proceedings, not only in pleas of the crown, but in all pleas, real,
personal, and mixed; except only pleas in the Exchequer.
This court is general, and extends to all England ;and, whereever it is held, the law supposes the sovereign to be there in
person. In this court there commonly sit four judges; the
first of whom is styled the Lord Chief Justice of the King's
Bench, and sometimes the Lord Chief Justice of England.

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS.

The Court of Common Pleas is one of the four great courts of
the kingdom, and is so called because in that court are debated
the usual or common pleas between subject and subject, and all
civil causes whatsoever. It was anciently ambulatory, and followed the king wheresoever he went ;but at the confirmation
of magna charta, by King John, in 1215, it was fixed at Westminster, where it still continues.
Soon after the fixing of this court at Westminster, such a
multitude of causes were brought before it that the king, for
the greater dispatch of business, found it necessary, instead of

three.
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three, to constitute six judges, whom he appointed to sit in two
places; but at present, the number being only four, they sit together in Westminster-hall to hear and decide causes. No
counsellor can plead before them under the degree of a ser-

jeant.
COURT OF EXCHEQUER.

This also is another of the four great courts. It is held in
a room contiguous to the north-west corner of Westminsterhall, and is so named from a chequered cloth which anciently
covered the table where the judges or chief officers sat. This
court was first erected by William the Conqueror, for the trial
of all causes relating to the revenues of the crown ;and in the
same court there are now also tried matters of equity between
subject and subject.
The judges of this court are the Lord Chief Baron of the
Exchequer, and three other judges calledBarons of the Exchequer, to whom are committed revenue causes between the
king and subject. There is also the Cursitor Baron of the
Exchequer, who administers the oath to the sheriffs, undersheriffs, bailiffs, and the officers of the Custom-house ; but he
is no judge. When at any time the barons are of different
opinions concerning the decision of any cause, they call to
their assistance the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who decides in
favour of one of the parties by his casting vote.
Long after the conquest there sat in the Exchequer both spiritual and temporal barons ; whence, in later times, those who
sat there, though they were not peers, were styled barons.
HH 2

DOCTORS'
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DOCTORS' COMMONS

Is a college for the study and practice of the civil law,
where courts are kept for the trial of civil and ecclesiastical
causes under the archbishop of Canterbury and the bishop of
London ;as in the court of arches, and the prerogative court.
There are also offices in which wills are deposited and searched,
and a court of faculties and dispensations. Causes are likewise
tried here by the court of admiralty, and by that of delegates.
The epithet of Commons is given to this place from the civilians
commoning together, as in other colleges.
This edifice is situated in Great Knight Rider-street, near the
college of arms, on the south side of St. Paul's cathedral. The
old building, which stood in this place, was purchased for the
residence of the civilians and canonists, by Henry Harvey,
doctor of the civil and canon law,and dean of the arches ;but
this edifice being destroyed by the general devastation in 1666,
they removed to Exeter-house, in the Strand, where the civilians had their chambers and offices ;and the courts were kept
in the hall : but some years after, the Commons being rebuilt
in a far more convenient and sumptuous manner than before,
the civilians returned thither.
The causes, of which the civil and ecclesiastical law do or
may take cognizance, are blasphemy, apostacy from Christianity,
heresy, ordinations, institutions of clerks to benefices, celebration of divine service, matrimony, divorces, bastardy, tithes,
oblations, obventions, mortuaries, dilapidations, reparation of
churches, probate of wills, administrations, simony, incest, fornication,
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nication, adultery, solicitation of chastity, pensions,procurations, commutation of penance, right of pews, and others of
the like kind.

COURT OF OYER AND TERMINER.

In the Old Bailey, at the south end of the prison of Newgate, is an elegant modern building, in which this court is held.
Here criminals are tried, whose depredations have been committed in London or the county of Middlesex. Eight sessions
are held annually, at which one of the twelve judges, the lord
mayor, the aldermen who have passed the chair, and the recorder preside. Both the sheriffs officially attend. The juries
are composed of citizens, for offences committed in the city ;
and of housekeepers in Middlesex, for the county. The crimes
here tried are those that subject the malefactor to any of the
various punishments inflicted by the penal code.
As the loss of life is the last and, with few exceptions, the
most serious evil that can befal man, and as social order, with
every relation of individual safety, property, and the public
peace, are interwoven with the fate of criminals, the fairness of
their trials, their sufferings, and those still more serious considerations the power of reforming them with the possibility of
preventing crimes and lessening the number of culprits, this is
the court which most strongly excites the sympathies of the
heart and impels the sage to inquiry. Eight times a year the
tragic scenes that pass in this place, were they but narrated in a
manner
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manner which they certainly might be, would produce effects
more beneficial than can be calculated ;and upon those very
people who, from their ignorance and their distress,are the most
subject to temptation, and the most frequently criminal. The
historian of the Old Bailey who, speaking to the populace,
could seize the traits and feelings they would best understand,
work upon their imaginations, and impress upon them the
dreadful and certain consequences of vice, might perhaps claim
the pre-eminence of utility over every rival. He who can
best reform the general manners becomes the greatest of benefactors to the human race.
From courts, in which justice is administered, the transition
is natural to those public institutions, and learned societies, in
which students acquire a knowledge of the laws. Their general appellation is Inns of Court ;and of these the Temple and
Lincoln's inn are the principal.

THE TEMPLE.

This is an immense building, stretching from Fleet-street to
the river, north and south ;and from Lombard-street, Whitefriars, to Essex-street, in the Strand, east and west.
It takes its name from its being founded by the Knights Templars in England. The Templars were crusaders, who, about
the year 1118, formed themselves into a military body at Jerusalem, and guarded the roads for the safety of pilgrims. In
time the order became very powerful. The Templars inFleetstreet,
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frequently entertained the
king, the pope's nuncio, foreign ambassadors, and other great
street, in the thirteenth century,

personages.
The Temple afterward passed to the Knights Hospitallers of
St. John of Jerusalem, who had their chief house for England
in Clerkenwell, on the site of St. John's square. They granted
the Temple for iol. per annum to the students of the common
laws of England, in the possession of whom, and their successors, it has remained.
It is now divided into two societies of these students, called
the Inner and Middle Temple, and having the name (in common
with the other law societies in London) of Inns of Court.
These societies consist of benchers, barristers, students, and
members. The government is vested in the benchers. In term
time they dine in the hall of the society, which is called keeeping
commons. To dine a fortnight in each term is deemed keeping the
term ;and twelve of these terms qualify a student to be called
to the bar ;that is, to be entitled to plead and manage causes
for clients in the courts.
These societies have the following officers and servants : a
treasurer, sub-treasurer, steward, chief butler, three under butlers, upper and under cook, a pannierman, a gardener, two porters, two wash-pots, and watchmen.
Anciently the society used their bread as plates, and drank out
of wooden cups. At present their customs are very simple, but
their fare is excellent, though plain, and restricted to certain
kinds for each day. There is no wine allowed the students,
with the exception of particular days, and of the particular
customs of the several inns, which differ a little ;but they are

permitted
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permitted to find wine for themselves. The benchers drink excellent wines, are unrestricted in fare, and live very well, which
these societies can perfectly afford, being extremely wealthy.
The benchers assume and exercise a power that can scarcely
be reconciled to reason. They examine students as to their proficiency in the knowledge of law, and call candidates to the
bar, or reject them, at pleasure, and without appeal. We have
seen that a student eats his way to the bar ;in which there can
be no great harm, because his client will take the liberty afterward of judging how far he has otherwise qualified himself.
But every man that eats in these societies should be called to
the bar, or the rejection should be founded solely on his ignorance of the law, and should be subject to an appeal to a higher
jurisdiction: otherwise the power of the benchers may be exercised from private or party motives.
The expense of going through the course of these societies is
not great. In the Inner Temple, a student pays, on admisssion,
for fees of the society, 3I. 6s. 8d. which, with other customary
charges, amounts to 4I. 2s. A duty is also paid to the king of
161. 4s. amounting all together to 20I. 7s.
Terms may be kept
for about ios. per week; and, in fact, students may dine at a
cheaper rate here than elsewhere.
The Temple is an irregular building. In Fleet-street are two
entrances, one to the Inner and the other to theMiddle Temple.
The latter has a front in the manner of Inigo Jones, of brick,
ornamented with four large stone pilasters, of the Ionic order,
with a pediment. It is too narrow, and being lofty wants proportion. The passage to which it leads, though designed for
carriages, is narrow, inconvenient, and mean.
The
4
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The garden of the Inner Temple is not only a most happy
situation but is laid out with great taste, and kept in perfect
order. It is chiefly covered with green sward, which is pleasing
to the eye, especially in a city, and is most agreeable to walk on.
It lies along the river, is of great extent, and has a spacious
gravel walk, or terrace, on the bank of the Thames.
The Middle Temple also has a garden, but much smaller, and
not so advantageously situated.
Thehallof the Middle Temple is a spacious and elegant room
in its style. Many great feasts have been given in it in old times.
It is wellworth a visit.
In the treasury chamber of the Middle Temple is preserved
a great quantity of armour, which belonged to the Knights
Templars j consisting of helmets, breast and back pieces, together with several pikes, a halberd, and two very beautiful
shields, withiron spikes in their centres, of the length of six
inches in diameter, and each of about twenty pounds weight.
They are curiously engraved, and one of them richly inlaid
with gold : the insides are lined with leather stuffed, and the
edges adorned with silk fringe ;and broad leathern belts are
fixed to them, for the bearers to sling them upon their shoulders.
The Inner Temple hall is comparatively small, but is a fine
room;it is ornamented with the portraits of several of the
judges. Before this hall is a broad paved terrace, forming an
excellent promenade, when the gardens are not sufficiently dry.
There are two good libraries belongingto these societies, open
to students, and to others on application to the librarian, from
ten in the morning till one ;and in the afternoon from two
tillsix.
ii
The
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The Temple church belongs in common to the two societies.
The Knights Templars built their church on this site, which
was destroyed; and the present edifice was erected by the Knights
Hospitallers. It is Gothic, and very beautiful;though it has
this great defect, especially in a Gothic building, that the aisles
are too wide for their height. It has three aisles, running east
and west, and two cross aisles. At the western end is a spacious round tower ;the inside of which forms an elegant and
singular entrance into the church, from which it is not separated by close walls, but merely by arches. The whole edifice
within has a very uncommon and noble aspect. The roof of
the church is supported by slight pillars of Sussex marble; and
there are three windows at each side, adorned with small pillars
of the same marble. The entire floor is of flags of black and
white marble ;the roof of the tower is supported with six pillars, having an upper and lower range of small arches, except
on the eastern side, opening into the church. The length of
the church is eighty-three feet; the breadth sixty; and the
height thirty-four: the height of the inside ofthe tower is
forty-eight feet, and its diameter on the floor fifty-one.
A modern screen of wainscot divides the porch and the
church, to the great injury of the effect of the whole plan. The
pillars of the tower are wainscoted with oak, to the height of
eight feet, which also injures the plan.
In the porch, or tower, are the tombs of eleven Knights
Templars ;eight of them have the figures of armed knights on
them, three of them being the tombs of so many earls of Pembroke.
The organ of this church is one of the finest in the world.
Since
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Since the reign of Henry VIII. the superior clergyman of
this church is called the Master of the Temple; he is constituted
such by the king's letters patent, without institution or induction.
There are four entrances into the Temple, beside those in
Fleet-street ;and it is a thoroughfare during the day, but the
gates are shut at night. The gardens are open to the public
in summer.
LINCOLN'S INN.

This range of building, which is one of the principal inns of
court, is situated on the west side ofChancery-lane,very nearly in
the centre of the metropolis. On its site anciently stood the house
of the Blackfriars (previously to their moving to the quarter
which still retains their name) and the palace of the bishop of
Chichester. The ground was afterward granted toHenry Lacy,
earl of Lincoln, from whom it derives its name. It appears to
have reverted to the bishops of Chichester, since a bishop of
that see conveyed it to certain students of law ; in whom, or
their successors, it has ever since remained.
Lincoln's inn, its garden, and its squares, occupy a very extensive piece of ground, which might be rendered a great ornament to the town. The buildings are mostly of brick, old and
irregular in their form. An attempt has been made, but never
completed, to rebuild the inn on a regular and noble plan. A
considerable range of rooms, called the Stone-buildings, faces
the west, having a spacious and very beautiful garden the whole
length in front, with Lincoln's inn-fields (or square) beyond.
ii2
This
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This plan, the work of Sir Robert Taylor, is simple and elegant in its exterior architecture ;and the rooms, or chambers,
are on a grand and commodious scale.
The rent of chambers is from 20 guineas to i2cl. per annum ;
they sell from 350I. to 2500L; held for 99 years certain from
1780, on three lives, with the privilege of nominating a fourth
life,after the death of those three.
In the old buildings, chambers let from 25I. per annum to
80I. and sell from 200I. to ioool. They are held for the life
of one member of the society, but on payment of a small fine
they may be transferred. Those buildings denominated the
New-square are fee simple, and entitle the owners to a vote for
the county.
These let from 40I. to 100 guineas per annum, and are
occupied by solicitors, conveyancers, and special pleaders, frequently to the exclusion of the members of the inn;they
sell from 350I. to 2500I. per double set. All these chambers
pay 4I. 2s. annually to the society.
In the old part of the building, the hall and chapel are
worthy notice. The hall is a fine room, and is used not only
for the commons of the society, but for sittings out of term
before the Lord Chancellor, in matters relative to suits in Chancery. At the upper end of the hall is a picture that well deserves the notice of a stranger, as being the production of Hogarth ;though of a species in which many affirm he was not
most successful. The subject is St. Paul before Agrippa and

—

Festus.

The visitor may easily learn when there are sittings in this
hall, at which time he may be present without introduction.
Lincoln's
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Lincoln's inn has a large chapel, 67 feet by 41, in the Gothic style. The design is by Inigo Jones ; who seems, by this
specimen, not to have perceived the characteristic beauties of
that style. This chapel is reared on huge pillars and arches,
which form an open walk beneath the floor ofthe chapel. This
was used as a promenade, but it is too cold for bad weather,
and in fine weather too much secluded : it is now enclosed with
iron railing, and is used as a place of interment for the benchers only. The chapel windows are of beautiful stained glass,
by different artists, representing the prophets and apostles,
similar to those of Lincoln college chapel, Oxford.
The garden of Lincoln's inn is one ofthe finest public walks
within the capital : it is laid out with great taste, and kept in
excellent order : in summer it is open to the public.
Lincoln's inn has a very good library. The manuscripts in
Lincoln's inn library are kept locked up in cupboards, under
the shelves in the library, and cannot be viewed without a special order from one or two masters of the bench. The MSS.
are of a parliamentary, judicial,legal, and public nature ; few,
however, are originals, but of nearly equal value, being of
great authenticity and importance : the greatest part were bequeathed by Lord Hale, with a most singular injunction that
no part of them were to be printed. The contents of these
MSS. may be arranged under 1, statute law; 2, common
law, and matters of a juridical nature; and 3, miscellaneous.
The society is constituted like the societies of the Temple ;the
terms of admission, and the time necessary to qualify the student for the bar, are however a little different.

—
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GRAY'S INN.

The spacious squares in this inn deserve to be noticed ;its
fine garden is a most agreeable promenade, and is open to the
public in summer. Gray's inn is situated on the north side of
Holborn. It derives its name from the Lord Grays, who had
a house here.
With respect to the other inns of court, a recital of their
names and sites will be sufficient ; for they contain little that
is worthy of attention, except perhaps their antiquity.
STAPLES INN.

Near Holborn-bar.
FURNIVAL'S INN,

Nearly opposite to the former.
BARNARD'S INN

Is situated near Dyer's

buildings, Holborn.
THAVIES INN

Is an appendage to Lincoln's inn, and is situated near St.
Andrew's church, Holborn.
SERJEANTS' INN

Is in Chancery-lane.
LYON'S INN

Is in Wych-street.
CLIFFORD'S
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CLIFFORD'S INN

Is near St. Dunstan's church,Fleet-street, and is dependent on
the Inner Temple : thehall is 30 feet by 24. An old oak case
in the hall, of great antiquity,contains the ancientinstitutions
of the society.
CLEMENT'S INN,

Situated near St. Clement's church in the Strand, contains a
well-proportioned elegant hall, adorned with a portrait of Sir
Matthew Hale, and five other pictures : the garden is kept
with particular care, and has a sun-dial supported by a figure
of considerable merit,kneeling, which figure was brought from
Italy by Lord Clare.
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CHAPTER VI.

ROYAL PALACES, PARKS, AND OTHER APPURTENANCES OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT.

JL HE circumstances, natural

and incidental, that combine
to give opulence, magnitude, and grandeur to London, are
indeed numerous. Among them, few have been of greater
importance, or more efficient, than that this capital has remained the seat of a representative government for a longer
succession of ages than any othermodern metropolis. The peculiar advantages ofa representative government toa city can only
be mentioned here, not inquired into ;they are too numerous.
The industry, wealth, and progressive wisdom of the citizens
of London, have been so useful, and have afforded such frequent such powerful support, to the sovereigns of England,
that it has been less subject to the caprice of courts, and more
uniform in persisting to establish its franchises, than any other
European city, whichkings have chosen as the head and centre
of empire.
Hence
4
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Hence it might be supposed that the tokens of this long residence of royalty would be multiplied ;and that the architectural piles of old and modern times would exhibit the splendour
of the monarch. Of these, indeed, some noble proofs remain ;
Westminster-hall, said to be the largest room on earth unsupported by pillars, though the work of kings, is only known to
the populace as the seat of legal contention ;the Banquetinghouse, no longer part of a magnificent palace of which the
remainder was never erected, is become a solitary chapel ;and
the Tower is a rude mass, without the least sign of pomp,magnitude excepted, and which rather appears to threaten than to
adorn the city. With none of these is the idea of royalty
associated.
The palaces and royal demesnes in London, and its vicinity,
are however not a few : yet, the extent of the place, the duration ofthe monarchy, and the wealth, the power, and the high
claims of the nation, being brought in contrast, its palaces are
spoken of with contempt even by the natives, and with still
much greater by foreigners. But wretched is the city that is
loaded withthe extremes of magnificence and misery ! Wretched the -people, whose palaces excite the envy of nations, but
who are curbed to the earth by their sufferings, denied to taste
the fruits of the land they till. By such a people, whatever
fear may have taught them to say, their monarch cannot be
beloved; and, though he may be obeyed, it is only because
they are debased.
This appears to be the true reason why the palaces of England are less splendid than those of many inferior nations.
Happily for England and her sovereigns, the real exigencies of
kk
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the state have had that preference which national happiness and
safety demand. Itis not that the English are unwillingto build
the noblest of palaces for their monarch ;but it is that he, his
parliament, and his councils, have from time to time honourably delayed that from which no evil consequences could result. That king is the most potent whose subjects are the most
free, the most energetic, and the most enlightened.
Further notice will be taken, in another place, of the effects
produced by London having continued so long to be the seat of
government.
ST. JAMES'S PALACE AND PARK.

The palace that first deserves to be noticed is St. James's
Palace,both for its antiquity, and its being the winter residence
of the kings of England. On the site of this palace was originally a hospital, founded before the conquest, for fourteen
leprous females, to whom eight brethren were afterward added
to perform divine service. In 1531, it was surrendered to
Henry VIII. who erected the present palace, and enclosed St.
James's park, to serve as a place of amusement and exercise,
both to this palace and that of Whitehall. St. James's palace
does not seem to have been the court of the English sovereigns,
during their residence in town, till the reign of Queen Anne,
from which time it has been uniformly such. Theexternal appearance of this palace has no feature of grandeur, extent and
a certain uniformity excepted. It is a brick building;that
part in which the rooms of state are, beingonly one story, gives
it a regular appearance on the outside. Although there is
nothing
3
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nothingvery superb or grand in the decorations or furniture of
the state apartments, they are commodious and handsome.
The entrance to these rooms is by a staircase that opens into
the principal court, next to Pall-mall. At the top ofthe staircase are two guard-rooms; one to the left, called the Queen's,
and the other the King's Guard-room, leading to the state
apartments. Immediately beyond the king's guard-room isthe
presence chamber, now used only as a passage to the principal
rooms. There is a range of five of these, opening into each
other successively, and fronting the park. The presence chamber opens into the centre room, called the Privy Chamber,
where is a canopy, under which the king receives the quakers.
On the right are two drawing-rooms, one within the other.
At the upper end of the further one is a throne, withits canopy, on which the king receives certain formal addresses. This
apartment is the grand drawing-room, in which the king and
queen are present on certain days, the nearer room being a
kind of antechamber in which the nobility are permitted to sit
down while their majesties are present in the further room,
there being stools and sofas for the purpose. On the left, on
entering the privy chamber from the king's guard-room and
presence chamber, are two levee rooms, the nearer serving as
an antechamber to the other : all these rooms were formerly
very old and mean in their furniture. On the marriage of the
prince of Wales, they were fitted up in their present state. The
walls are covered with tapestry, very beautiful, and quite fresh
in their colours ;for, though it was made for Charles II.it had
never been put up,havingby some accident lain in a chest, tillit
was discovered a little before the marriage of the prince. The
kk 2
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canopy of the throne was made for the queen's birth-day, the
first which happened after the union of the kingdoms of Great
Britain and Ireland. It is of crimson velvet, with broad gold
lace, having embroidered crowns, set with real and fine pearls.
The shamrock, the badge ofthe Irish nation, forms one of the
decorations of the crown, and is accurately executed. In the
grand drawing-room is a large magnificent chandelier of gilt
silver ;and in the grand levee-room is a very noble bed, the
furniture of which is of crimson velvet, manufactured in Spital-fields. Thisbed was put up, with the tapestry, on the marriage of the prince of Wales.
The other parts of St. James's palace are very irregular in
their form, consisting chiefly of several courts. Some of the
apartments are occupied by branches of the royal family, others
by the king's servants, and others are granted as a benefit to their

occupiers.
The sole use the king makes of St. James's palace is for purposes of state.
The traveller willbe pleased with St. James's park, whichis
of an oblong form, and nearly two miles in circuit, because of
the skilful manner in which it is laid out. The avenues, the
enclosure, withits canal, and the artful disposition of the few
trees withinthe enclosure, form together a very agreeable scene.
The avenues and the canal were made by Charles II. but the
present fine effect of the small spot of ground within the railing is the fruit ofthe genius of the celebrated Mr.Brown.
St. James's palace and park are situated near the western extremity of the town, on the side next the river, from which, at a
small distance, it is separated by Parliament-street, and the
site
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site of Whitehall palace. An enclosure, called the Greenpark, is a beautiful spot, gradually ascending from St. James's
park : it immediately joins to Piccadilly, being separated from
it by a wall in some parts, and an iron railing in others. The
lodge ofthe ranger of St.James's park, and Hyde-park, stands
at the top of this ascent, near the centre, facing Piccadilly;
and, withits gardens and pleasure grounds, is a very picturesque
spot. The body of the lodge, which is white stucco, and a
handsome building, has been of late years disfigured by brick
outhouses, that give the place a confused and vulgar appearance.
QUEEN'S PALACE.

The actual town residence of his present majesty is at the
queen's palace, usually called Buckingham-house, at the western extremity of St. James's park. This house, which was
built by Sheffield, dukeof Buckingham, in 1703, was purchased
by the king, in 1761 ;and, in 1775, settled by act of parliament on the queen, in lieu of Somerset-house, in the case of
her surviving his majesty. The queen's palace is a handsome
brick building ;many ofthe apartments are noble ; and behind
the house are very extensive and fine gardens, running parallel
withthe Green-park, and stretching towards Chelsea.
CARLTON HOUSE.

On the northern side of St. James's park is Carlton-house,
the residence of the prince of Wales. It was built, a few years
since,
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since, by Holland, and has several magnificent apartments;
and the finest armoury in the world. The collection is so extensive as to occupy three or four large rooms, where are to be seen
the rarest specimens of arms, and other things, from all nations.
Considerable additions have lately beenmade by presents whichhis
royal highnesshas received fromIndia,Egypt,and distant places.
The plan is not, however, completed. The principal front of
Carlton-house faces Pall-mall, from which the court before it is
divided by a low screen, surmounted with a beautiful colonnade.
A riding-house and stables, belonging to Carlton-house,
are immediately contiguous to St. James's park, the general
beauty of which they affect by the meanness of their appearance. The garden, which is extensive, is laid out with considerable taste.
MARLBOROUGH HOUSE.

On the same side with Carlton-house, and between that and

the palace, is the town-house of the duke of Marlborough. It
was built in the reign of Queen Anne, by the public, at the
expense of 40,0001. on part of the royal gardens, and given by.
the queen and nation to the great duke of Marlborough. It i3
a handsome building, greatly improved of late years, and has a
garden extending to the park. It forms a striking contrast to
the adjoining palace of St. James's.
ST. JAMES'S PARK.

The whole of the northern side of St. James's park, andthe
western extremity, are very pleasing to the eye. The eastern
extremity
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extremity is occupied by the Horse-guards, the Treasury, and
other edifices, that do not produce an ill effect. But the south
side, in which is the Birdcage-walk, so called from birds in
cages having been hung on the trees in the time of Charles II.
is deplorable in its appearance. There is a species of barracks
in that quarter, and a general air ofmisery and meanness, that
should be removed, or obscured by planting. One nuisance
disgraces the queen's palace ;it is the small guard-room, recently erected on the south side of the house, near Buckinghamgate.
THE COURT OF ST. JAMES'S.

Persons who wish to see the nobility and other persons of
distinction go to court on drawing-room days, may easily obtain admission to the anteroom, by permission of the officer of
the guard, the yeomen, or other persons in waiting, provided
application be made before the court begins.
On birth-days admission may be obtained to the gallery of
the ball-room, either by the ticket of a peer or the introduction of a page, or any person in the royal household. Admission may also be obtained to the Lord Chamberlain's box, but
it is necessary to be full dressed. In this, as in most other
cases, a small fee, properly applied, is the readiest and most

independent passport.
Ladies, who happen to be in London on the king or queen's
birth-day, will be highly gratified by obtaining admission to the
ball-room.
SUNDAY
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SUNDAY PROMENADE IN ST. JAMES'S PARK.

In summer, the avenues on the northern side of St. James's
park form a favourite promenade for the inhabitantsof the metropolis ; which, in fine weather, on Sundays in the afternoon
and evening, is always extremely crowded with well-dressed
company. But, though a favourite, this is not a very fashionable walk, people of rank preferring Kensington gardens and
the Green-park.
There is an occasional exercise of artillery in the park; and
the guards parade every day, between ten and eleven o'clock,
which, with a full band of music, renders it extremely cheerful and attractive.
HYDE PARK.

Hyde Park is a royal demesne, immediately contiguous to the
metropolis, at the western extremity, nearly in the centre
between its northern and southern points, having the road to
Oxford on the north, and the Hounslow road on the south. It
was formerly a manor belonging to Westminster-abbey, but,
in the reign of Henry VIII. was acquired by the crown, in exchange for other lands. It was originally much larger than at
present, being reduced in extent chiefly by enclosingKensington gardens from it. In 1652, Hyde-park contained620 acres.
Its present extent is a few roods less than 395 acres. During
the time of the republic, it was sold in lots for 17,068!. 6s. 8d.
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including the timber and deer. After the Restoration it was
resumed by the crown, again planted with timber, replenished
with deer, and surrounded with a brick wall, having been till
then enclosed with pales.
This park is a spot of great natural beauty, heightened by a
fine piece of water, called the Serpentine river, formed, in
1730, by enlarging the bed of a stream, flowing through the
park, which, taking its rise at Bayswater, on the Uxbridge
road, falls into the Thames at Ranelagh. Hyde-park has begun to be rather deficient in wood, many of the old trees having decayed; but recently somejudicious plantationshave been
made, that willgreatly enliven its general appearance. On the
north side of the Serpentine river is the keeper's lodge and
gardens, whichoffer a picturesque and pleasing scene, especially
from the other side. Not far from the lodge are a powder
magazine and a guard-room, both of brick, the sight of which,
if they must be there for the sake of any convenience, ought to
be obscured by planting.
An enclosure of this park, on the north-west corner, is extremely beautiful. This spot is surrounded, on three sides, by
the park wall, Kensington gardens, and the Serpentine river ;
and on the remaining side it is divided from the main body of
the park, by a fence, to exclude horsemen and carriages. In
summer it is stocked with cows and deer. Its verdure seldom
fails, and the beauty of its features appears to be greatly enhanced by the small gardens of the keeper's lodge, with which
it is skirted on the side of the park, and the noble grounds of
Kensington gardens, on the opposite side. Beneath a row of
trees, running parallel with the keeper's garden, are two springs,
ll
greatly

258

ROYAL PALACES, PARKS, AND OTHER

greatly resorted to : one is a mineral, and is drunk ;the other

is used to bathe weak eyes with. At the former, in fine weather,
sits a woman, with a table and chairs and glasses for the accommodation of visitors. People of fashion often go in their
carriages to the entrance of this enclosure, which is more than
a hundred yards from the first spring, and send their servants
with jugs for the water, and sometimes send their children to
drink at the spring. The brim of the further spring is frequently surrounded with persons, chiefly of the lower order,
bathing their eyes. The water is constantly clear, from the
vast quantity the spring casts up, and its continuallyrunning
off by an outlet from a small square reservoir.
A foot-path runs across this enclosure, from the park to
Kensington gardens.
Hyde-park is used for the field days of the horse and foot
guards, and other troops, and for some partial reviews ; which,
however, is not mentioned as an advantage to the beauty of the
place, as these exercises destroy the verdure of the park, and
convert a large portion of it from refreshing sward to a beaten
and dusty parade.

KENSINGTON PALACE AND GARDENS.

This place was the seat of Sir Heneage Finch, afterward
earl of Nottingham, but was sold by his son, the second earl,
to King William. The gardens were originally twenty-six acres
in extent: King William greatly improved them; Queen Anne
added thirty acres ;and Queen Caroline, consort of George II.
extended
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extended their boundaries by 200 acres taken from Hyde-park.
Their present circumference is about three miles and a half.
These gardens join the western extremity of Hyde-park, to
which they give a very fine effect ;as the park on that side appears, from the noble foliage of the gardens, to terminate in
an extensive wood. The disposition of the grounds, though
far from the present refinement in gardening, which too much
affects nature, and, though in fact it abounds too much with
straight walks and lines, possesses great beauty and grandeur.
These gardens were improved by the celebrated Brown.
The palace is a large edifice of brick, without exterior
beauty, but having a set of very handsome state apartments.
William and Mary, Queen Anne, George I. and George II.
made this palace their place of frequent residence. Ithas been
entirely forsaken by the royal family in the present reign, and
is occupied chiefly by persons to whom apartments are granted
by his majesty.
Near the palace, within the pleasure-grounds, is a very
noble green-house, and adjoining are excellent kitchen and fruit
gardens.
PROMENADE OF HYDE PARK AND KENSINGTON GARDENS.

One of the most delightful scenes belongingto this great metropolis, and that which, perhaps, most displays its opulence
and splendour, is formed by the company in Hyde-park and
Kensington gardens, in fine weather, chiefly on Sundays in
winter and spring.
Spacious gravel roads, that lie withinthe park, are often, on
ll2
a fine
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a fine Sunday, covered withhorsemen and carriages, from two
till five o'clock in the afternoon. A broad foot-path, that runs
from Hyde-park corner to Kensington gardens, is frequently
so crowded during the same hours, with people passing to, or
returning from, the gardens, that it is even difficult to proceed.
A noble walk, stretching from north to south, in Kensington gardens, at the eastern boundary, with its gay company,
completes this interesting scene. Numbers of people of fashion,
mingled with a great multitude of well dressed persons of
various ranks, crowd the walk for many hours together. Before the stranger enters Kensington gardens, we recommend
him to pause on some spot in Hyde-park, from which his eye
can command the entire picture of carriages, horsemen, and
foot passengers, inthe park, all eager to push forward in various
directions, and the more composed scene of the company sauntering in the gardens. Such a spot will present itself to the
attentive observer more than once as he walks through the
park ;but, perhaps, the best situation for this delightful purpose is the broad walk at the foot of the bason, as it may be
called, of the Serpentine river, where it falls into a narrower
channel.
It has been computed that 100,000 people have been taking
the air, at one time, in Hyde-park and the gardens.
In severe winters, when the Serpentine river is frozen over,
the ice is almost covered with people. One winter there were
counted more than 6000 people at one time on the ice. A number of booths were pitched for the refreshment of the populace ;
and here and there was a group of six, eight, or more fashionable young men, skaiting, and describing very difficult figures,
in

APPURTENANCES OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT.

261

in the manner of a country dance, with peculiar neatness and
facility of execution. In general, however, the English do not
excel in this very exhilarating and wholesome exercise.
From the number of accidents which happen annually on
this river when frozen over, his majesty gave the Humane Society a spot of ground on its banks, on which they have erected
a most convenient receiving-house for the recovery of persons
apparently drowned ;it cost upwards of 500I. and is worthy
the inspection of the curious. The society, during the time
of frost, keep men on the river to guard the unwary from danger, and to relieve those who may require their aid.
Hyde-park is open every day in the year, from six in the
morning till nine at night, to all persons. No horseman is
excluded; nor any carriage, but hackney coaches or stage
coaches. There are five gates opening into Hyde-park, the
principal of which are, Cumberland-gate, at the western end
of Oxford-road ;Grosvenor-gate, in Park-lane ;the gate at the
western extremity of Piccadilly, called Hyde-park corner ;and
the gate near the entrance of the village of Kensington.
Kensington gardens are open to the public,only from spring
till autumn ;and from eight in the morning till eight at night.
There are four gates belonging to these gardens : two that open
into Hyde-park; one opening into the Uxbridge road;, and
another openinginto a road belonging to the king, and leading
from the palace into Kensington. The last of these gates,
called the Avenue-gate, is open till nine at night. No servant
in livery, nor women with pattens, nor persons carrying bundles, are admitted into the gardens. Dogs are excluded ; and,
itis to be observed, that no dogs should be taken into the enclosure,
4
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closure, in Hyde-park, at the north-west side, which we have
already particularly described, and in which deer and cows are
kept at certain seasons.
WHITEHALL PALACE.

occupied
the northern
.bankTheofoldthepalaceriver,of thatlittle below
Westminster-bridge,
name

a

a space on

com-

mencing where Privy-gardens begins, and ending at Scotlandyard. It extended from the river to St. James's park, along the
eastern end of which many of its various buildings lay, from
the Cockpit, which it included, to Spring-gardens. It was
originally the property of Hubert de Burgh, earl of Kent, Justiciary of England under Henry III. from whom it passed to
the prelates of York, being long called York-house. Henry
VIII. purchased this palace from Cardinal Wolsey, archbishop
of York, from which time it became the residence of the kings
of England, till the reign of Queen Anne, who held her court
at St. James's palace. At present, that part of the siteof Whitehall palace which lies along the river is occupied by the houses
of some of the nobility and other gentry ;among which, the
earl of Fife's and the duke of Buccleugh's are the most considerable. On the east side of Parliament-street stands the Banqueting-house ; and on the west the Horse-guards, the Treasury, the Admiralty, and other buildings, which lie within the
limitsof the former palace.
The Banqueting-house derived its appellation from an old
building that, in the time of Elizabeth, served for public entertainments. The present edifice of that name was built by
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James I.and is the work of Inigo Jones.

It was part only of a
vast and magnificent plan ; but, though a fragment, it is, as
we have already observed, of exquisite beauty. It is a stone
edifice of two stories, ornamented with columns and pilasters,
with their entablatures ; and has an air of grandeur and sweetness, the united effect of which is indescribably delightful.
Part of that fine effect is occasioned by the skilful light and
shade resulting from the architecture. The great room of this
edifice is converted into a chapel, in which service is performed
inthe morning and evening of every Sunday ; GeorgeI.having
granted a salary of 30I. per annum, to twelve clergymen, selected in equal numbers from Oxford and Cambridge, who officiate each one month in the year. It is much attended by
persons of quality. The ceiling of this room was painted by
Reubens. The subject is the Apotheosis of James I. which is
treated in nine compartments ;and theinvention ofthe painter
has contrived to tell a very fine story from a very mean subject. The execution of particular parts is to be regarded for
its boldness and success. These paintings were retouched, a
few years since, by Cipriani;and, though there is animmense
distance between this artist and Reubens, there is no apparent
injury done to the work. The Banqueting-house cost 17,0001.
and the painting of the ceiling 3000I. Cipriani had 2000I.
for retouching that work. In the court behind the Banquetinghouse is a statue, in brass, of James II. by Grinlin Gibbons.
It is a very fine performance, possessing grace and dignity in
an eminent degree. Itis superior to any statue in any public
place in England.
Before the Banqueting-house, on a scaffold erected on that
occasion,
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occasion, Charles I. was beheaded, on the 30th of January,
1648-9. The king passed from the Banqueting-house to the
scaffold, through a breach made in the northern wall for that
purpose ;and the passage remains to this day, being now the
entrance into a modern building.

THE HORSE GUARDS.

The Horse-guards is a building of stone, that divides Parliament-street from the eastern end of St. James's park, to which
it is the principal entrance. It derives its name from the two
regiments of life-guards (usually called the horse-guards)
mounting guard there. Of this structure littlecan be said in its
commendation or dispraise. Its effect is, perhaps, equally removed from every thing mean, and every thing grand, but it
is much too regular. Under two small pavilions, centinels,
mounted, and in uniform, constantly do duty, This building cost 30,000!.
THE ADMIRALTY.

The Admiralty is a brick building, containing the office and
apartments of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, who
superintend the marine department ;and is contiguous to the
Horse-guards on the north. The principal front, facing Parliament-street, is a disgraceful piece of architecture, and ought
to be replaced by something better, for the honour of the nation. Of the portico of this building, composed of four Ionic
columns,
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columns, with a pediment of stone, a story is told that is pro-

bable, when the disproportion of the shafts is considered. The
architect (Shipley) had made his shafts of a just length, when
it appeared that the pediment blocked up the windows of one
of the apartments ;and he was ordered and compelled to carry
his columns to the roof of the building. Certainly, never were
such columns seen before. From the general censure of this
edifice must be excepted the screen in front, (by Adams) which
is an elegant contrast to the portico. On the top of the Admiralty two telegraphs are erected.
THE TREASURY.

The Treasury is an extensive building, facing Parliamentstreet on the east, and the park on the north. The principal
front, which is of stone, is in the park ;and, though rather
too massive, is a noble pile. Vaulted passages run beneaththe
offices, from the park to Parliament-street and Downing-street.
A variety of offices are under the roof, generally called the
Treasury, among which is the Council-chamber, commonly
called the Cockpit.
SCOTLAND YARD.

Scotland Tard may be properly named here, being a demesne
of the crown, and the site of a palace that was erected for the
kings of Scotland, when they occasionally resided in this capital. It is now covered with private houses, and a few offices
belonging to government.
MM

St.
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St. James's park, including the Green-park, affords a noble
site for a palace intended for the royal residence, and might be
made as beautiful a situation as is to be found in any capital

in Europe.
PALACE OF WESTMINSTER.

Westminster-hall, with the House of Lords, and House of
Commons, and other contiguous buildings, are the remains of
the old palace of Westminster, built by Edward the Confessor.
It stood close to the banks of the Thames, the stairs leading
from the river still bearing the name of Palace-stairs.
Westminster-hall is 275 feet in length, and 74 in breadth.
The roof is of oak, of a curious Gothic architecture and workmanship. This vast hall was built by William Rufus, and
rebuilt by Richard II. It was originally used as a place in which
to entertain the king's guests and dependents, on great festivals ;Richard IL having entertained 10,000 persons within its
walls. Parliaments were frequently held beneath its roof; and
it was the court of justice in which the king presided in person. In this hall Charles I. was tried, and condemned to be
beheaded. At present it is occasionally fitted up for the trialof
peers, or of any persons on the impeachment of the commons.
At other times it forms a promenade for lawyers and suitors
during the sitting of the courts.
At the upper end of this hall, and under its roof, are the High
Court of Chancery, and the Court ofKing's Bench, places so small and
inconvenient as to be a disgrace to the country. On the right
side of the hall as you enter, up a flight of stairs, is the Court of
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Exchequer, larger than the King's Bench, but inconceivably mean:
the Court of Common Pleas, which goes off from the middle of the
hall, on the right side, is rather more decent than the rest.
These courts have four terms in the year; namely, Hilary
term, which begins January 23, and ends February 13; Easter
term, which begins the third Wednesday after Easter Sunday,
and lasts twenty-six days ; Trinity term, which begins the Friday after Trinity Sunday, and lasts three weeks; and Michaelmas term, which begins November 6th, and ends the 28th.
After each of these terms, the respective chief justices hold sittings for the trial of causes in Westminster-hall, and also in
the Guildhall of London for city causes.

HOUSE OF LORDS.

The present House of Lords is the old court of requests, so
called because the masters of this court, in this place, anciently
received the petitions of the subjects to the king, advising them
in what manner to proceed. This court, or hall, was fitted up
for the present purpose, on the occasion of the late union of
Great Britain and Ireland. The celebrated tapestry of the
old House of Lords, representing the defeat of the Spanish
Armada, after being taken down and cleansed, was used to decorate the walls of the present house, where it is judiciously set
off by large frames of brown stained wood, that divide it into
compartments, respectively containing the several portions of
the story. This room does not occupy the whole of the
court of requests, part of the northern end being formed into
m m2
a lobby,
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a lobby, by which the commons pass to the upper house ;and
the height being reduced by an elevated floor of wood, over the
original stone pavement. The old canopy of state, under
which the throne is placed, remains as it was before the union,
except that its tarnished and decayed condition is made more
conspicuous by the arms of theunited kingdom being inserted,
newly painted on silk. The House of Lords is, on the whole,
a very fine room ;though it is said to be prepared merely for a
temporary use, a new parliament-house being in contemplation.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

The House of Commons was originally a chapel, built by
King Stephen, and dedicated to St. Stephen. It was rebuilt in
1347, by Edward III.and erected by that monarch into a collegiate church, under the government of a dean and twelve secular
priests. Being surrendered to Henry VI.he gave it to the Commons for their sittings, to which use it is at present applied.
The old house was formed within the chapel, chiefly by a floor
raised above the pavement, and an inner roof, considerably below the ancient one. On the union, the house was enlarged,
by taking down the entire side walls, except the buttresses that
supported the original roof; and erecting others beyond, so as
to give one seat in each of the recesses thus formed, by throwing
back part of the walls. The present house is still too small,
but in allother respects is peculiarly adapted to its use, and it is
fitted up in a very good style. A handsome gallery runs along
the west end, and the north and south sides are supported by
slender
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slender iron pillars, crowned with gilt Corinthian capitals.
The whole of the house is lined with wainscot, and the benches
of the members have cushions, covered with green morocco
leather.
The chapel, as finished by Edward III. was of such perfect
beauty, of the kind, that we must deeply lament its being defaced in the first instance, when the old house was formed out
of it ;and recently in a greater degree, when the walls were
almost wholly taken down. At the time when the inner walls
were unmasked, by removing the wainscot to make the late
alterations, a great part of the ancient decorations remained.
The interior of the walls and roof of this chapel were curiously
wrought, and ornamented with a profusion of gilding and paintings. It appears to have been divided into compartments, of
Gothic shapes, but not inelegant; each having a border of
small gilt roses, and the recesses being covered with paintings.
At the east end, including about a third of the length of the
chapel (which part had many tokens of being enclosed for the
altar) the entire walls and roof were covered with gilding and
paintings, and presented, in the mutilated state in which they
were seen during the late alterations, a superb and beautiful
remnant of the fine arts, as they were patronized in the magnificent reign of Edward III. The gilding was remarkably solid,
and highly burnished, and the colours of the paintings vivid ;
both one and the other being as fresh as in the year they were
executed. One of the paintings had some merit, even in the
composition ;the subject was, the adoration of the shepherds,
and the Virgin was not devoid of beauty or dignity. A multitude of arms were blazoned on the south wall, with supporters,
3
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porters, representing unnatural and hideous combinations of
various parts of different animals ; and near them were two or
three painted figures, in fantastic dresses. There were, however, in the same quarter, some very graceful female forms;
especially one, that seemed to be the bearer of a chalice. Two
figures in armour were painted in the niches on the north wall.
"
Below was this inscription, Mercure," which occasioned many
conjectures respecting its import. Drawings of these paintings
were taken by an artist during the alterations, and have been
advertised to be published.
The west front of this chapel is still to be seen, and has a
fine Gothic window. Between this and the lobby of the house
is a small vestibule, in the Gothic style, but extremely beautiful.
Beneath the house, in passages or apartments, appropriated
to various uses, are considerable remains, in great perfection, of
an under chapel of curious workmanship ;and an entire side of
a cloister, the roof of whichis not surpassed in beauty by Henry
the Seventh's chapel. A small court of the palace is also left
entire; and is, with its buildings, part of the dwelling of
the Speaker of the House of Commons. Between thc house
and the river is at present a garden belonging to the speaker.
Thehouse may be viewed by strangers at any time, and access
to the gallery obtained during the sitting, by the introduction
or written order of a member, or by a fee to the door-keeper.
On extraordinary occasions, it is necessary for strangers to be
at the house as early as ten or twelve o'clock. No ladies are
admitted into the house during its sittings.
Under the same roof with the House of Commons is a coffeeroom,
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room, for the accommodation of the members. Strangers may
also dine here, or take other refreshment, in an outer room used
as a kitchen. On a day of a great debate, it will well repay the
curious stranger to take his dinner in this room, which he may
with convenience do, as persons in the gallery of the house are
permitted (after the debate is commenced) by the custom of
the place, to retain their seats while they take refreshment;
and the way to the coffee-room will be shewn by any of the
messengers of the house, or door-keepers.
Adjoining to Westminster-hall and the houses of parliament
is a recent building of stone, plain but respectable, containing
a variety of committee-rooms and offices belonging to the
House of Commons. It has never been completed, and we
believe it is in contemplation to take this down, as well as the
houses themselves, in order to the erection of an entire new parliament-house.
Opposite to this building stands the Ordnance-office, a plain
and simple but handsome structure.
TOWER OF LONDON.

The Tower of London was anciently a palace, inhabited by
various sovereigns of England, till the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Fitz-Stephen says, it was originally built by Julius
Cæsar. That monk silled his writings withromantic tales ;nor
is there any proof of the truth of this story.
William the Conqueror erected a fortress on part of the present site of the Tower, to overawe the inhabitants of London,
on his gaining possession of the city; and we may date the
origin
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origin of the Tower from this transaction.

About twelve
years after, in 1078, the Conqueror erected a larger building
than the first, either on the site of fhe first fortress, or near it.
This building, repaired or rebuilt by succeeding princes, is that
which is now called the White Tower.
In 1092, William Rufus laid the foundations of a castle on
the north side of the White Tower, between that and the river,
which was finished by his successor Henry I.
During the reign of Richard I. in n90, the chancellor,
Longchamp,bishop of Ely, erected a fortifiedwall of stone round
the Tower, with a deep ditch on the outside.
In 1240, Henry III. added a stone gate and bulwark, with
other buildings, to the west entrance. He repaired and whitened the large square tower built by the Conqueror ;on which
occasion it probably first took the name of the White Tower.
He also extended the fortress by a mud wall, on the west part of
Tower-hill.
The encroachment made by the mud wall of Henry III. was
surrounded by a brick wall by Edward IV. within which that
monarch built the lion's tower.
By the command of Charles II. in 1663, the ditch was completely cleansed, the wharfing rebuilt withbrick and stone, and
sluices were erected for admitting and retaining the water of
the river, as occasion might require.
The church of St. Peter ad vincula, within the Tower, was
rebuilt by Edward III. and was, for many years, frequented by
the kings of England for their devotion. It appears from records that it was adorned with shrines and images.
Of the other principal buildings within the walls of the
Tower,
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Tower, the grand storehouse was begun by James II. and
finished by King William;and the small armory was entirely
built by William.
In the present reign the ditch has been carefully cleansed,

and the brick and stone work repaired. It is however a place
of no strength.
The right of the city to Tower-hill was long disputed by the
crown. In the reign of Edward IV. some king's officers having erected a gallows and a scaffold for execution, the citizens
remonstrated, and the king disavowed the act by a proclamation ;since which time all persons executed on Tower-hill, for
high treason, are delivered up to the sheriffs of London, who
preside over the execution there, as in allother places within
their jurisdiction.
The Tower of London is situated on the north bank of the
Thames, at the extremity of the city : its extent within the
wall is twelve acres and five roods. The exterior circuit of the
ditch, which entirely surrounds it, is 3156 feet. The ditch>
on the side of Tower-hill,is broad and deep ;on the side next
the river it is narrower. A broad and handsome wharf
runs along the banks of the river parallel withthe Tower, from
which it is divided by the ditch. On the wharf is a platform,
mounted with sixty-one pieces of cannon, nine pounders.
These are fired on state holidays; and, in time of war, on
all victories gained by the nation. At each end of the wharf
is a wooden gate, which divides it from the streets, and is open
only during the day.
From the wharf intotheTowerthere is an entranceby a drawbridge. Near this is a cut, connecting the river with a ditch,
having
nn
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having a water-gate, called Traitor's Gate, state prisoners having
formerly been conveyed by this passage, from the Tower to Westminster, for trial. Over Traitor's gate is a building containing the water-works that supply the fortress with water.
Within the walls of the Tower are several streets, and a
variety of buildings. The principal buildings are the church,
the white tower, the ordnance office, the mint, the record
office, the jewel office, the horse armory, the grand storehouse, the new or small armory, houses belongingto the officers
of the Tower, barracks for the garrison, and two suttling
houses, commonly used by the soldiers of the garrison.
The white tower is a large square building, situated in the
centre of the fortress. On the top are four watch-towers, one
of which at present is used as an observatory. Neither the
sides of this building, nor the small towers, are uniform. The
walls are not covered with plaister, but whitewashed, as will be
supposed from its name.
It consists within of three lofty stories, beneath which are
large commodious vaults, in which saltpetre is kept. In the
first story are two grand rooms, one of which is a small armory
for the sea service, and contains various sorts of arms, curiously
laid up, which would serve more than 10,000 seamen. In the
other rooms, in closets and presses, are abundance of warlike
tools and instruments of death. In the upper stories are arms
and armorers' tools ;such as chevaux-de-frize, pick-axes, spades,
matches, sheep-skins, tanned hides, and other things.
In a little room, called Julius Cæsar's Chapel, are kept records
concerning the usages and privileges of the place. The models
of all new-invented engines of destruction, which have been
presented
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presented to government, are preserved in this tower. On the
top is a large cistern, filled from the Thames by a water engine,
which supplies the garrison with water in times of need ;it is
seven feet deep, nine broad, and sixty in length.
The mint includes one third of the tower, having houses
for all the officers employed in the coinage.
The grand storehouse, which stands north of the white
tower, is a plain building of brick and stone, 345 feet long,
and 60 feet broad.
The jewel office is a little to the east of the grand storehouse ;itis a dark and strong stone room.
The horse armory is a brick building, eastward of the white
tower.

The second record office is opposite to the platform : ithas
a carved stone doorcase. The rolls, from the time of King
John to the beginningof the reign of Richard III. are kept here
in fifty-six wainscot presses. They contain the ancient tenures
of land in England, the original laws and statutes, the right
of England to the dominion of the British seas, the forms of
submission of the Scottish kings, and a variety of other records.
Parallel to the wharf, within the walls, is a platform, called
the Ladies' Line ;it is a very fine walk, and is often crowded
with well-dressed people in summer.
There are a number of batteries on the walls, but they do
not deserve particular notice.
The principal entrance to the Tower is on the west, and is
wide enough to admit a carriage; it consists of two gates on
the outside of the ditch, a stone bridge built over the ditch, and
nn2
a gate
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a gate within the ditch. The gates are opened in the morning
with the following ceremony : The yeoman porter, with a serjeant and six men, goes to the governor's house for the keys ;
having received them, he proceeds to the innermost gate, and
passing that, it is again shut. He then opens the three outermost gates, at each of whichthe guards rest their firelocks while
the keys pass and repass. On his return to the innermost
gate, he calls to the wardens on duty, to take in King George's
Keys ; when they open the gate, and the keys are placed in the
warders' hall. At night the same formality is used in shutting
the gates ;and, as the yeoman porter, with his guard, is returning with the keys to the governor's house, the main guard,
with their officers, are under arms, who challenge him with
Who comes there? He answers, The keys; and the challenger
replies, Pass keys. The guards, by order, rest their firelocks,
and the yeoman porter says, God save King George ;the soldiers
all answering, Amen. He then goes on to the governor's house,
and there leaves the keys.
After the keys are deposited with the governor, no person can
enter or leave the Tower without the watch-word for the
night. If any person obtain permission to pass, the yeoman
porter attends, and the same ceremony is repeated.
The Tower is governed by the constable of the tower, who,
at coronations and other state ceremonies, has the custody of
the crown and other regalia. Under him is a lieutenant, deputy lieutenant, commonly called governor, tower major, gentleman porter, yeoman porter, gentleman gaoler, four quarter
gunners, and forty warders. The warders' uniform is the same
as the yeomen of the guards ; their coats having large sleeves
and
4
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and flowing skirts, made of sine scarlet cloth, laced round the
edges and seams with several rows of gold lace, and a broad
laced girdle round their waists. On their backs and breasts is the
king's silver badge, representing the thistle and rose ;on which
are the letters G. R. Their caps are round, flat at top, and
encircled withbands of party-coloured ribands.
The Tower is garrisoned by the guards, and a part of his
majesty's third regiment.
The Tower is used as a state prison, and, in general, the
prisoners are confined in the warders' houses;but, by application to the privy council, they are usually permitted to walk
on the inner platform, during part of the day, accompanied
and guarded by a warder. The whole has recently undergone a thorough repair, and is open as a public walk only on
Sundays.
CURIOSITIES OF THE TOWER.

The Lions, andother Wild Beasts.

These are kept in a yard on the right hand, at the west
entrance. A figure of a lion is over the door, and there is a
bell at the side to call the keeper. The visitor pays one shilling
here, for which the keeper shews him all the wild beasts,
explaining their several histories. The principal of these at
present, in the Tower, consist of lions, tigers, leopards, panthers, the laughing hyena, the Spanish wolf, the ant bear, and
some mountain cats and rackoons.
Among them there are, or lately were, three royal hunting
tigers, which are said to have belonged to a pack of the same
kind
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kind kept by Tippoo Saib, with which he hunted beasts of
prey. They are a small kind of tiger, and are extremely curious.
There were formerly a number of monkeys kept in the yard,
but lately they have been removed from this place by his majesty's orders, one of the largest of them having torn a boy's
leg in a dangerous manner.
The care taken by the keepers to prevent injury to the
visitors is very great ;and the wholesome, cleanly condition of
the dens deserves praise. The dens are very commodious ;they
are about twelve feet in their whole height,being divided into
an upper and lower apartment : in the former they live in the
day, and are shewn ;and in the latter sleep at night. Iron
gratings enclose the front of the dens, most of whichhave been
recently rebuilt, with every precaution to prevent accidents.
These animals are in general very healthy. It is remarkable
that those who have been whelped in the Tower are more fierce
than such as are taken wild: strangers should be cautious not
to approach too near the dens, and avoid every attempt to
play with them.
Spanish Armory.

Here the visitor is shewn the trophies of the famous victory
of Queen Elizabeth over the Spanish Armada. Among these
the most remarkable are the thumb-screws, intended to be used
to extort confession from the English where their money was
hidden. In the same room are other curiosities;among which
is the axe with which the unfortunate Anne Bullen was beheaded, to gratify the capricious passions of her husband,
Henry
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Henry VIII. A representation of Queen Elizabeth in armour,
standing by a cream-coloured horse, attended by her page, is
also shewn in this room. Her majesty is dressed in the armour
she wore at the time she harangued her brave army, in 1588,
with a white silk petticoat ornamented with pearls and
spangles.
Small Armory.

This is one of the finest rooms of its kind in Europe. It is
345 feet in length, and in general it contains complete stands
of arms for no less than 200,000 men. They are disposed in
a variety of figures, in a very elegant manner.
Other curiosities are shewn in this room ;among which are
arms taken at various periods from rebels : the Highland broadsword deserves particular notice. In many respects this room
may be considered as one of the wonders of the world.
Royal Train of Artillery.

Part of this is kept on the ground floor, under the small armory. The room is 380 feet long, fifty feet wide, and twentyfour in height. The artillery is ranged on each side a passage,
sixteen feet in breadth being left in the centre. In this room
are twenty pillars that support the small armory above, which
are hung round with implements of war, and trophies from
the enemy.
There are many peculiarly fine pieces of cannon to be seen
here : one (of brass) is said to have cost 200I. in ornamenting.
3
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It was made for Prince Henry, eldest son of James I. Others
are extremely curious for their antiquity. Among them is one
of the first invented cannon. It is formed of bars of iron,
hammered together, and bound withiron hoops. It has no
carriage, but was moved by six rings, conveniently placed for
that purpose. A considerable part of the artillery has been removed to Woolwich.
Horse Armory.

Thisis a noble room, crowded withcuriosities that willhighly
gratify the visitor. The armour of John of Gaunt, duke of
Lancaster, and son of Edward III. is seven feet in height.
The sword and lance are ofa proportionableheight. A com-

plete suit of armour, rough from the hammer, made for
Henry VIII. when eighteen years old, is six feet high.
The kings of England, on horseback, are shewn in the following order:
i. George II. on a white horse, with a sword in his hand.
His armour is richly gilt. The horse has a Turkish bridle,
gilt, with globes, crescents, and stars ;velvet furniture laced
with gold, gold fringe, and gold trappings.
2. George I. in a complete suit of armour, on a white horse,
with a truncheon in hishand. The horse has a Turkish bridle, gilt, with a globe, crescent, and star ;the furniture is of
velvet, laced with gold, with gold trappings.
3. William III. on a sorrel horse, with a flaming sword in
his right hand. Thehorse's furniture is green velvet, embroidered
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dered withsilver. His suit of armour was worn by Edward the
Black Prince, in the famous battle of Cressy.
4. Charles II. has a truncheon in his hand, and his horse is
decorated with crimson velvet, laced with gold. His armour
was worn by the champion of England, at the coronation of
George II.
5. Charles I. His suit of armour was a present to him from
the city of London, when he was prince of Wales, and is curiously wrought and gilt.
6. James I. of England, and VI. of Scotland, has a truncheon
in his right hand, and his armour is figured.
7. Edward VI. in his right hand bears a truncheon. He has
a very curious suit of steel armour, on which, in different
compartments, are depicted a variety of scripture histories, alluding to battles and other memorable facts.
8. Henry VIII. is inhis own armour of polished steel, with
the foliages gilt, or inlaid with gold; and has a sword in his
right hand.
9. Henry VII. A sword in his hand ;his armour is of curious
workmanship, and washed with silver.
10. Edward V. in his right hand holds a lance; his armour
is finely decorated. The crown is hung over his head, because
he was proclaimed king, but never crowned.
11. Edward IF. has a sword in his right hand, and his armour is studded.
12. Henry VI. crowned king ofFrance at Paris.
13. Henry V. the conqueror of France: the companion, in
his early days, of the celebrated Sir John Falstaff.
14. Henry IV. son of John of Gaunt.
00
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15. Edward III. in a suit ot plain bright armour, with a
venerable grey beard. On his sword are two crowns, alluding
to his being crowned king of France and England.
16. EdwardI. has a battle-axe in his hand. His armour is
gilt, and even his shoes are of mail.
17. William the Conqueror. His armour is quite plain.
Jewel Office.

The curiosities here are :
1. The imperial crown with which the kings of England are
crowned. It is of gold, enriched with diamonds, rubies, emeralds, sapphires, and pearls ;within is a cap of purple velvet,
lined with white taffety, and turned up with three rows of
ermine.
This is put into the king's right hand
2. The golden globe.
before he is crowned;and when he is crowned, he bears it in
his left hand, having the sceptre in his right, upon his return
into Westminster-hall. It is about six inches in diameter,
edged withpearl, and ornamented with precious stones. On the
top is an amethyst, of a violet colour, in height an inch and a
half, set upon a cross of gold, and ornamented with diamonds;
pearls, and other jewels. The whole ball and cup is eleven
inches high.
3. The golden sceptre, and its cross, upon a large amethyst, decorated with table diamonds. The sceptre has a plain handle,
but the pommel is surrounded with diamonds, rubies, and emeralds. Each of the leaves of thefeur-de-lis, rising from the top,
of which there are six, is enriched with precious stones ;and
4
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from them issues a ball which is made of part of the amethyst.
The cross is covered withprecious stones.
4, The sceptre, with the dove, the emblem of peace, resting
on a small Jerusalem cross, which is decorated with jewels
and table diamonds, of great value.
5. St. Edward's staff. It is four feet seven inches and a half
long,and three inches and three quarters round, made ofbeaten
gold. It is borne before the kingin the coronation procession.
6. The gold saltseller of state. In makeit resembles the square
white tower, and is of excellent workmanship. At the coronation it is placed on the king's table.
7. The sword ofmercy. It has no point; the blade is about
two inches broad, and thirty-two inches long. At the coronation it is carried before the king, between the two swords of
justice, spiritual and temporal.
8. A grand silver font, double gilt, and elegantly wrought.
This is used for christenings of the royal issue.
9. A large silver font, a present from the town of Plymouth
to Charles II. It is curiously wrought, but not equal to the
other.
10. 'she crown ofstate :his majesty wears it in parliament. It
has a pearl, the finest ever seen ;a ruby of inestimable value j
and an emerald seven inches round.
11 The crown which is placedbefore the prince of Wales in parliament, to shew that he is not yet come to it.
When the king goes to the parliament house, the keeper of
the jewel office, attended by warders of the Tower, privately
carry, in a hackney coach, the two last-mentioned crowns to
Whitehall,
002

.
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Whitehall, where proper officers are appointed to receive them j
who, with some yeomen of the guard, carry them to the rooms
where his majesty and the prince robe themselves. When they
are disrobed, the crowns are conveyed back to the Tower by the
persons who brought them. Theking in his crown and robes,
and the princes, and all the peers, in their robes, may be seen
by any well-dressed person, on application to the keepers of
the house of lords, any day on which his majesty attends
that house on public business. The royal procession to and
from the house to St. James's palace is also deserving of the
notice of thecurious stranger.
12. Queen Mary's crown, globe, and sceptre; and the diadem she wore proceedingto her coronation withKing William.
13. An ivory sceptre, with a golden dove, enamelled with
white, perched on the top, the garniture of which is gold. It
was made for the queen of James II.
14. The golden spurs and the bracelets for the wrists: they are
very ancient, but worn at the coronation.
15. The golden eagle, which contains the holy oil for anointing the kings and queens of England. The head screws off, in
the middle of the neck, which is made hollow to hold the oil ;
and when the bishop anoints the king and queen, he pours it
from the bird's beak into a spoon. The eagle and pedestal on
which it stands are about nine inches high, and the expansion
of the wings is nearly seven inches ; the weight of the whole is
about ten ounces ;and is curiously engraven.
16. The golden spoon, into which the bishop pours the oil.
These two pieces are very ancient.
In

—
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In this office are all the crown jewels, worn by the princes
and princesses at coronations ;and abundance of curious old
plate. Independently of several of the jewels, which are-inestimable, the value of the precious stones and plate, contained in
this office, is not less than two millions sterling.

—

TheMint.

Visitors are not permitted to see any part of the Mint. The
manner of stamping is performed by an engine, worked by a
spindle like a printing press. To the point of this spindle is
fixed, by a screw, the head of the dye : and in a cup beneath,
which receives it, is placed the reverse. The piece of metal
being cut round to the size (and, ifgold, exactly weighed) is
placed between the cup and the point of the spindle, and by
one jerk the stamp is complete. The manner of stamping gold,
silver, and halfpence, is exactly the same. The silver and gold,
thus stamped, are afterward milled round the edges, which is
done privately.
The Chapel.

The chapel, situated at the north end of the parade, is a small
low building; it contains a few ancient monuments. Near
the gallery stairs, two alabaster figures are elevated on a tomb;
on the inscription round, in the old characters, the name of
Cholmondeley is visible : here were interred the celebrated Lords
Kilmarnock, Lovat, and Balmarino. Near the altar are monuments;of Sir Michael Blount, who died in 1592 ;Samuel and

Mary
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Mary Payler, 1646 ;and Sir Allen Apsley, Knight, 1630; with
some account of their marriages and issue. On a flat stone is
an inscription in memory of Talbot Edwards, who was keeper
of the Regalia when Blood stole the crown, and who, it is
said, knocked him down in the attempt. He died in 1674, aged
80. The chapel otherwise forms no object of attraction.
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CHAPTER VII.

COMMERCE AND TRADE OF LONDON, PUBLIC OFFICES,
AND PUBLIC COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS.

COMMERCE.

JL HE influence which government is supposed to have

over

London has been already noticed, and the result which the
learned professions, as they are cultivated in London, have
upon that city. But though London is really distinguished
for the general propriety of its appearance, which arises out of
the general excellence of its morals and manners, it must be
acknowledged that the feature which, above all others, marks
this great capital is the magnitude of its commerce. Situation,
a long continued current of successful accidents, with the genius for gain, elevated above and directing the whole to its own
purpose, though not to the exclusion, yet to the subjugation,
of all other objects, have in London reared up an emporium
that the merchant of other nations, with all his knowledge of
the power of commerce, surveys with inexpressible wonder.
It
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It is not possible in this work to give so much even as a
simple outline of the commerce of the metropolis ;but one or
two points of the outward form may afford an idea of the stupendous mass.
The commerce of London has three principal points ist.
the port of London, with the foreign trade and domestic
wholesale business ;2d. the manufactures ; and, lastly, the retail trade.

—

ThePort of London.

The present annual value of the exports and imports of
London may be stated at sixty millions and a half sterling,
and the annual amount of the customs at more than six millions. These exports and imports employ about 3500 ships,
British and foreign ; while the cargoes that annually enter the
port are not less than 13,400. On an average, there are noo
ships in the river, together with 3419 -barges and other small
craft employed in lading and unlading them; 2288 barges
and other craft engaged in the inland trade; and 3000
wherries, or small boats, for passengers. And to this active
Tscene aTe to be added about 8000 watermen actually employed
in navigating the wherries and craft ; 4000 labourers lading
and unlading ships; and 1200 revenue officers, constantly
doing duty on the river, beside the crews ofthe several vessels.
This scene occupies a space of six miles on the Thames, from
two miles above to four miles below London-bridge;but the
part that is most curious, and which indeed cannot be understood without being visited, lies between London-bridge and

Limehouse.
3
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East India Company.

The India-house, containing the offices of the East India
company, is of an extent and grandeur that give a faint idea
only of the concerns of those opulent traders. As the stranger
turns from the India-house, and casts his eyes over the warehouses of the company, (which are daily swallowing up the
sites of many hundreds of houses) he enlarges his idea of the
commerce that fills them, till he imagines that he has almost
exaggerated its bulk. But when he comes to hear of the territories of which, till very lately, the merchants, forming the
company, were sovereigns, and which are" now added to the
dominions of the crown ;ofthe revenues (independent of their
profit in trade) which they drew from their territories, and administered at pleasure ;of the powerful princes, and herds of
subjects, that obeyed their absolute will;he must confess that
he much underrated the nature of the business. And some
notion may be acquired of what the commerce of London is,
when it occurs to the reader's recollection that we are not, at
this moment, talking of a nation of merchants, like Carthage,
one of the wonders of commerce, but of a single company, a
part only of the system of which we vainly attempt to raise

adequate ideas.
WestIndia Trade.

The West India trade of London, though less splendid in
its form, is even superior, in commercial importance, to the
foregoing. The value of the annual imports of this trade is
p p

7,000,000!
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7,ooo,ocol. of which amount that of the East India company
falls short by no less than half a million sterling.
These circumstances will suffice to give an idea of the port
ofLondon and its foreign commerce, as far as can be effected
by a sketch of this limited nature. Of the domestic wholesale
business of London we shall only say that it is immense ;and
that a very great portion of the consumption of the whole
island passes through the metropolis, as the general mart of the
country.

Manufactures.
The manufactures of London are often overlooked in the
midst of its other and more prominent branches of commerce ;
but, whether they are considered in their magnitude or value,
they are very important. They consist chiefly of fine goods
and articles of elegant use, brought to more than the ordinary
degree of perfection, such as cutlery, jewellery, articles of gold
and silver, japan ware, cut glass, cabinet work, and gentlemen's carriages ;or of particular articles that require a metropolis, or a port, or a great mart, for their consumption, export, or sale, such as porter, English wines, vinegar, refined
sugar, soap, and other things. Nothing surpasses the beauty of
many of the former articles ;nor any thing the extent and
value of the manufactories of the latter kind.
Retail Trade.

The extent and valueof the retail trade of London has been
already intimated. There are two sets of streets, running
nearly parallel, almost from the eastern extremity of the town
t0
3
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the western, forming (with the exception of a very few
houses) a line of shops. One, lying to the south, nearer the
river, extends from Mile-end to Parliament-street, including
Whitechapel, Leadenhall-street, Cornhill, Cheapside, St. Paul's
church-yard, Ludgate-street, Fleet-street, the Strand, and
Charing-cross. The other, to the north, reaches from Shoreditch church almost to the end of Oxford-street, including
Shoreditch, Bishopsgate-street, Threadneedle-street, Cheapside,
(which street is common to both these lines) Newgate-street,
Snow-hill, Holborn, Broad-street St. Giles's, and Oxford-street.
The southern line, which is the most splendid, is more than
three miles in length ; the other is about four miles. Beside
this prodigious extent of ground, there are several large streets
also occupied by retail trade, that run parallel to parts of the
two grand lines, or diverge a little from them, or intersect
them; among the most remarkable of which are Fenehurchstreet and Gracechurch-street, in the city of London ;and
Cockspur-street, Pall-mall, St. James's street, the Haymarket,
Piccadilly, King-street Covent-garden, and New Bond-street,
at the west end of the town.
The opulence ofmultitudes of merchants, traders, and shopkeepers, in this metropolis, and the easy circumstances of the
larger part, are proofs of its prodigious commerce. To say
that there are few merchants and bankers whose revenues equal
those of many princes, is no more than may be said of some
towns on the continent. But our opulent traders are not confined to one class, or to a few fortunate individuals. Shopkeepers accumulate noble fortunes ;which, in some instances
indeed, form a singular contrast with the pettiness of the artip p 2
eles
to
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eles from which they are derived, a pastry-cook having been
known to leave more than ioo,ocol. to his heirs. And as to
the number of the wealthy, they seem, from external appearances, to be the greater part ; and are, in truth, more abundant
than any imagination would picture, unaided by a knowledge
of the country. To speak generally, it is by industry, andthe
employment of large capitals, that the London merchants and
wholesale traders raise their immense revenues. The retail
trade is, as may be expected, more lucrative than the wholesale. A shopkeeper, with a moderate capital, is, generally
speaking, able to maintain a family in plenty, and even with a
great share of the luxuries of life, and at the same time provide
a fund sufficient to enable his children to move with the same
advantage in a similar sphere. And yet London shopkeepers
impose less advance on their wares than those of any other metropolis, because the consumption is vast, the quantity of
money in circulation immense, and thetrader's return of capital quick, and many times circulated in the year.

PUBLIC OFFICES AND PUBLIC COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS.

The public buildings next to be described are such of the
places of public business as are important or curious enough to
be visited by strangers.
Somerset House

Is indifferently called Somerset-place or Somerset-house :the

latter is adhered to for the sake of uniformity.
This

OFFICES AND COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS.

This building, situated

293

the south side of the Strand,
is an immense stone edifice, appropriated to various public
uses. Prodigious sums have been expended on it,under grants
of the parliament, and the site is one of the finest in the
metropolis for such a building. But it is in vain that nature
affords happy situations, or commerce unlimited means of
expense, if judgment be wanting in the plan of the work.
Though Somerset-house occupies a large portion of the north
bank of the Thames, in the heart of the town, and where the
river is uncommonly beautiful, and the whole ground, from
the main street to the river, was at the architect's disposal, the
Thames is as completely shut out from the view of the passenger in the street, as if the building had been a screen to cover
some offensive object. If there had been but one openingby
which a view of the river, and the hills of Kent, could have
been caught from the Strand, the effect would have been delightful. The neglect of this opportunity is the more unfortunate, because the river is too much hidden throughout this
great metropolis by the necessities of commerce.
The stranger not only is shut out from the Thames, as he
views the front of Somerset-house, but he goes in vain through
the gateway to look for it. Here he finds himself in a large
court surrounded by buildings. If a foreigner, that knew
nothing of the outline of London, were placed in this court,
he would never suspect that one of the noblest views in the
world was so near him;and, ifhe were apprized of the vicinity
of the river, he would be puzzled to find any corner from
which he could behold that most beautiful object.
There are parts, however, of Somerset-house that are good
on

in
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in themselves. The terrace, which lies on the river, is very
fine. The front in the Strand has a noble aspect ; and the
south front of the same part of the building, which looks into
the court, has something elegant in its composition.
The front facing the street is composed of a rustic basement,
supporting a Corinthian order of columns, crowned in the centre with an attic, and at the extremities with a balustrade.
The basement consists of nine large arches : three in the
middle, open, forming the principal entrance ;and three at
each end, filled withwindows of the Doric order, adorned with
pilasters, entablatures, and pediments. On the key stones of
the nine arches are carved, in alto relievo, nine colossal masks,
representing Ocean, and the eight great rivers in England, viz.
Thames, Humber, Mersey, Dee, Medway, Tweed,Tyne, and Severn,
with emblems to denote their various characters.
The Corinthian order over the basement consists of ten columns, placed upon pedestals, having their regular entablatureIt comprehends two floors.
The Attic, which distinguishes the centre of the front, extends over three intercolumniations ;and is divided into three
parts, by four colossal statues, placed on the columns of the
order.
It terminates with a group, consisting of the arms of the
British empire ; supported on one side by the Genius of England, on the other by Fame, sounding the trumpet.
The three open arches in the Strand front, form the principal
entrance to the whole structure. They open to a spacious and
elegant vestibule, decorated with Doric columns.
The front of this main body of the building, toward the

principal
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is considerably wider than that facing the
Strand, and has two projecting wings.
The terrace is spacious, and commands a view of a beautiful
part of the river, with Blackfriars and Westminster bridges.
It is reared on a grand rustic basement, having thirty-two spacious arches. The arcade that is thus formed is judiciously
relieved by projections ornamented with rusticated columns;
court,

and the effect of the whole of the terrace, from the water, is
very noble. But the moment the spectator casts his eye on that
part of the building reared above, all the fine effect is destroyed
by the meanness of its parts.
The public are at present excluded from the terrace. Perhaps, when the plan of this edifice is finished, (for it is not
yet complete) the terrace will be thrown open, to form one of
the finest promenades in the world.
There is a statue of the present king in the court. Athis feet
is the figure of the River Thames, pouring wealth and plenty
from a large cornucopia. It is by Bacon, and has his characteristic cast of expression. This statue is in an almost ludicrous situation, being placed behind, and on the brink of a
deep area.
On the site of Somerset-place formerly stood a magnificent
house, built by the duke of Somerset, protector in the reign of
Edward VI. who being attainted and executed, it fell to the
crown. The present edifice was erected, by power of an act of
parliament, for several public uses. The architect was Sir
William Chambers.
In the main building are the rooms of the Royal Society, the
Antiquarian Society, and the Royal Academy of Arts. They
are
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are in a very grand and beautiful style. The entrance to them
is by the vestibule. Over the door of the Royal Academy is
the bust of Michael Angelo Bonarroti; and over the door,
leading to the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, the bust of Sir
Isaac Newton.
Other parts of this vast building are occupied by various
public offices, and houses belonging to various officers of the
government. These offices will present objects of astonishment
to the stranger. They are at once commodious and elegant,
worthy of the wealth of the nation to which they belong ;and
business is transacted in them with most admirable order. The
hall of the navy office is a fine room, having two fronts, one
facing the terrace and the river. The stamp office consists of
amultitude of apartments. The room in which the stamping
is executed is very curious.
What will immediately attract notice in this edifice is the
solidity and completeness of the workmanship in the masonry,
and in all its other parts. Somerset-place is one of the wonders of commerce.
The Bank

ofEngland *.

The building called the Bank is a stone edifice, situated a
little to the north of Cornhill. The front is composed of a

* The business of this corporation was originally transacted at Grocers' hall, in
the Poultry. In the year 1732 the first stone of the present building was laid, on
the site of the house and garden of Sir John Houblon, the first governor; it
then only comprised what now forms the centre, with the court-yard, the hall,and
-thebullion court. The eastern wing was added in 1770; and the western wing,
with the Lothbury front, were begun in 1789.
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eighty feet in length, of the Ionic order, on a rustic
base; and two wings, ornamented with a colonnade. The
back of the building, which is in Lothbury, is a -high and
heavy wall of stone, with a gateway for carriages into the
bullion court. The principal entrance into the Bank is from
centre,

Threadneedle-street. On the east side of this entrance is a passage leading to a very spacious apartment, which is called the
Rotunda, where the stock-brokers, stock-jobbers, and other
persons, meet for the purpose of transacting business in the
public funds.
Branching out of the rotunda are the various offices appropriated to the management of each particular stock ; in each
of these offices, under the several letters of the alphabet, are
arranged the books in which the amount of every individual's
interest in such a fund is registered. Here, from the hours of
eleven to three, a crowd of eager money-dealers assemble, and
avidity of gain displays itself in a variety of shapes, truly ludicrous to the disinterested observer. The jostling and crowding
of the jobbers to catch a bargain frequently exceed, in disorder, the scramble for places of the rudest crowd that
assemble at the doors of our theatres ;and so loud and clamorous at times are the mingled Voices of buyers and sellers
that all distinction of sound is lost in a general uproar. On
such occasions, which are by no means unfrequent, a temporary silence is procured, by the beadle or porter of the Bank, in
the following manner : Dressed in his robe of office, a scarlet
gown and gold-laced hat, he mounts a kind of pulpit,holding
in one hand a silver-headed staff, and in the other a common
watchman's rattle. By an athletic exercise of the latter over
clq^
the

—
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the heads of the crowd, he occasions a clattering noise that
overpowers the stoutest lungs, and consequently compels the
separation of this vociferous mob of stock-jobbers. The rotunda, as a building, has nothing to recommend it to peculiar
notice. It has a large dome, through the cupola of which the
light is admitted, and in the centre of which is a wind dial.
Beside the rotunda, and the various stock offices, there are
other apartments of the Bank deserving of notice. The hall,
in whichbank notes are issued and exchanged, is a noble room,
seventy-nine feet by forty, and contains a very fine marble
statue of King William the Third, the founder of the Bank ;
an admired piece of sculpture, and the production of Cheere.
As a public building, the Bank of England can make little
claim to admiration. It covers a great extent of ground,
and is completely isolated. Its exterior is not unsuitable to
the nature of the establishment, as it conveys the idea of
strength and security; but, having been erected at different
periods, and according to different plans, by several architects,
it wants that uniformity of design and proportion of parts
which are essential to beauty. In the interior of the Bank a
variety of alterations and improvements are carrying on with
rapidity; the great increase of the business calling imperiously for considerable enlargements of the offices in every
department. But one of the principal defects in the Bank, as
a public building, is profusion of ornament, by which it is
true the pockets of the architect were filled, but good taste and
utility, which last is indeed the test of all public buildings, have
been greatly sacrificed. These ornaments would perhaps be
good no where ; but in the Bank they are particularly misplaced,
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placed, because there they so illcorrespond withthe sentiments,
real or supposed, of the people and with their appearance.
This national establishment was first incorporated, by act of
parliament, in the year 1694. The original projector of the

scheme was James Paterson, a native of Scotland. The act of
"
parliament empowered their majesties, William and Mary, to
appoint persons to receive subscriptions, on or before the first
"fi
day of August, 1694, from any persons, natives or foreigners,
" for
raising
paying into the receipt of the exchequer
" i,2oo,oool. and
; for the security whereof the yearly sum of
-" 140,000!. should be kept
apart in the receipt of the exche"
quer, payable out of the duties of excise; from which the
" sum of ioo,oool.
should be applied to the use of the
" subscribers." The same
act also empowered their majesties
"
to incorporate such subscribers under the name or title of
" The
Governors and Company of the Bank of

" England."

The corporation thus established were restricted from increasing their capital of 1,200,000!. without the consent of
parliament, and were prohibited from trading in any sort of
goods or merchandise whatsoever. They were to confine the
use of their capital to discounting bills of exchange, and to
"
the buying and selling of gold and silver bullion ; with a
"
permission, however, to sell such goods as were mortgaged or
"
pawned to them, and not redeemed withinthree months after
" the
expiration of the time of their redemption." Books were
accordingly opened to receive subscriptions for carrying this
plan of a bank into execution ;but, as the rate of interest offered
to subscribers was only five per cent, at a time when eight per

—

q^ q^ 2

cent.
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was the common produce of money, it is by no means
wonderful that no more than 2 iool. was subscribed by the
whole nation, in addition to 5000I. which the lords of the
treasury advanced, in the king's name, as an encouragement of
the undertaking. Why such an inferior price was offered for
the use of money can only be accounted for by recollecting
that one of the advantages held forth by the establishment of
the Bank was that of lowering the rate of interest, and checking the growth of usury. Whatever may have been the inducement to such a measure, its complete failure proves it was
erroneous. The common rate of interest was then offered;
the whole sum of i,2oo,oool. was immediately advanced; and
the subscribers of this sum became the Governor and Company of the Bank of England.
The profits of this corporation arise from their traffic in
bullion, the discounting of bills of exchange, and the remuneration they receive from government for managing the public
funds, and for receiving the subscriptions upon loans and lotteries.
The allowance for managing the public funds was, previous
to the year 1786, at the rate of 562I. 10s. for eveiy million;
but in that year it was reduced to 450I. For receiving the
subscriptions upon the loans contracted by government they
are paid 805I. 15s. iod. for every million ;and for lotteries,
that is, for making out and issuing the tickets, and paying the
prizes, they have generally received ioool. for each lottery.
The gains of the Bank by their commerce in bullion, and by
their discounting bills of exchange, can only be known to
their confidential officers; but the following statement, presented
4

cent,
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sen ted to the house of commons in the year 1797, may be
taken as an accurate disclosure of so much of the circumstances of this national concern as will enable the reader to
form some idea of its magnitude and importance :
The original sum advanced, at the time the charter
was

granted

Further sum lent to government in 1709
Ditto in 1742

£.

Now called the original fund
Residue of two millions exchequer bills, cancelled
in 1716
South Sea stock purchased in 1722
Loan to government in 1728
Ditto in 1729
Ditto in 1746

1,200,000
400,000
1,600,000
3,200,000
500,000
4,000,000
1,750,000
1,250,000
986,800

£.11,636,800

Beside this, which may be termed a permanent debt, due
from the nation to the Bank, the company frequently advance
money to the government upon various mortgages ;such as the
receipts of the malt and land taxes, exchequer bills, and other
national securities. The part of their capital thus employed
must of course fluctuate according to the exigencies of government and other causes ;but the amount of this floating debt,
due from government at the period of parliamentary inquiry in 1797, may perhaps serve as a tolerably fair average.
It amounted at that time to the sum of ten millions,eight hundred and forty-seven thousand, five hundred and sixty-eight
pounds, thirteen shillings and seven pence, as willappear from
the
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the following document, presented at the bar of the house of
commons on the 4th of March in that year :
An Account of the Money advanced by the Bank of England for the Public
Service, and outstanding on the 25 th ofDecember, 1796.
On land-tax
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1794
1795
1796
1797

On malt
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1794
1795
1796
1797

Consolidated fund
Ditto
Vote of credit for 2,500,0001

_

.£.141,000
369,000
1,757,000
2,000,000

4,267,000
196,000
172,000
750,000
750,000
1,868,000

1795
1796
1796

1,054,000
1,323,000
821,400

Exchequer bills without interest

3,198,400
376,739 0

Treasury bills of exchange

9,710,139 0 9
1,137,429 12 10
.£.10,847,568

9

13 7

It appears then that these are the sources of profit to the

Bank : The interest accruing to them from advances to government, their gains upon buying and selling bullion, and the
interest which they receive from the merchants and others who
discount billsof exchange with them. By these profits the proprietors of Bank Stock, or, as they are styled, the Governor and
Company of the Bank of England, are enabled to share among
themselves an interest of seven pounds ten shillings per annum
to
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every proprietor of one hundred pounds stock, and so in
proportion, after all the expenses of their vast establishment
are deducted.
The present establishment of the Bank consists of a governor, deputy governor, twenty-four directors, and about
seven hundred clerks ;beside beadles, porters, and menial servants. It may be proper in this place to insert another parliamentary document, which at one view proves the competency
of this establishment to allits expenses ;and further shows that,
if it were not for those principles of prudent reservation against
all incidental losses which govern the conduct of the directors
and proprietors, they might divide a much larger proportion of
annual profit.
The following statement was the result of the inquiry into
the affairs of the Bank in March, 1797 :
to

The Bank of England in Account Current with the Government of England,
and consequently with the Nation at large.
Dr.
To amount of all debts
and demands upon this
corporation on the 25th
day of February, 1797,
all the bank notes in
circulation included .£.13,770,390
To balance, in favour of
the Bank of England 15,513,690
.£.29,284,080

Cr.

By sundries,cash,bullion,
securities, &c.&c. ,£.17,597,280

By debt due from govern
ment..

11,686,800
.£.29,284,080

From
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From this account it is evident that, supposing the nation to
hold good faith toward the Bank, there was, at the above period,
a balance, after all deductions,- in favour of the concern, of
more than fifteen millions and a half sterling.
The management of the Bank is placed in the hands of the
governor, deputy governor, and twenty-four directors, who are
chosen annually from among the proprietors. Quarterly meetings of the proprietors at large are held at the Bank, when the
accounts are audited, and the dividends settled.
The RoyalExchange.

Before the year 1566 this metropolis had no public place for
itsmerchants to meet in, to transact their commercial business.
Sir Thomas Clough, the agent of Sir Thomas Gresham, at
Antwerp, at that time the emporium of Europe, complained
in such terms to his employer of the disgrace the nation incurred for want of such a convenience, that Sir Thomas resolved
to remove the reproach at his own expense. The city of London, however, purchased the ground ;and, in 1556, Sir Thomas
began the building (which was then called the Burse, and was of
brick,) and completed it in the following year. In 1570 this
"
place was proclaimed by sound of trumpet, The Royal Exchange," by the order of Queen Elizabeth, and in her presence.
Sir Thomas, by his will, left this edifice to the city of London, and the company of Mercers as trustees, under certain
conditions. Being destroyed in the fire of 1666, the present
building, of Portland stone, was raised in its place ;the first
stone of which was laid by Charles II.in 1667.
The
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The Royal Exchange is situated on the north side of Cornhill. It hSs two principal fronts, one in Cornhill, and the
other in Threadneedle-street. It is unnecessary to describe minutely such architecture as that of the Royal Exchange: it is
of a mixed kind, in a bad taste ; yet the principal outlines are
by no means inelegant in their proportions and appearance.
The tower indeed, which is over the south and principal front,
is too lofty for the building;and, like the smaller lines of the
building, is divided into too many parts. This tower has a
fane of copper, gilt, made in the shape of a grasshopper, the
crest of the founder. In the tower is an excellent clock, with
four dials, which goes with chimes at three, six, eight, and
twelve o'clock, playing upon twelve bells.
Each of the two fronts has a piazza, which gives a stately
air to the building. In the centre of each front is a lofty gate,
leading into a noble area, in which the merchants assemble.
This area is 144 feet by 117, and has a fine piazza, entirely
round, with seats along the four walls.
Within the piazza are twenty-eightniches, all vacant but that
in which Sir Thomas Gresham's statue is placed, in the northwest angle; and one in the south-west, where the statue of
Sir John Barnard is placed, a magistrate of the city, and one of
its representatives in parliament. Here an opportunity is presented of cultivating the art of sculpture in the metropolis,
by filling these niches with statues of benefactors of the city,
or of the nation at large.
In the centre of the area is a marble statue of Charles II.
in a Roman habit, on a pedestal of the same. It is a bold and
rr
fine
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fine figure ;and over the piazza are whole-length figures of the
different kings and queens of England.
A staircase in the south front, and one in the north, lead to
a gallery above, running round the whole building, having
various rooms. In the original plan, shops filled the building
to the top : at present, the upper rooms are occupied byLloyd's
celebrated subscription coffee-house, for the use of the underwriters and merchants, by the Royal Exchange Assurance
office, and the rooms of Gresham colleges.
The extent of the Royal Exchange is 203 feet by 171.
It is open, as a thoroughfare, from eight in the morning to
six in the evening. The hour in which the most business is
transacted is from three to four ; and the stranger will be well
employed in visiting this interesting scene. This crowd, consisting of merchants of all nations, together with Lloyd's rooms,
will enlarge his ideas of the greatness of the commerce of
London.
The Mansion House.

The Mansion-house is situated to the west of Cornhill; itis
the residence of the Lord Mayor of London. This building is
of Portland stone ; and if it stood on elevated ground, with a
fine area round it,proportioned to its magnitude, it would not
be found deficient in ihagnisicence. Its situation, being a
corner, and very low ground, betrays the Mansion-house to a
full exposure of its main defect, which is an excessive heaviness
in the composition. In the front is a wide and lofty portico,
composed of six fluted columns of the Corinthian order, with
their
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their pediment, and having two pilasters at each side of the
same order. The portico rests upon a low story, built in
rustic ;in the centre of which is a gate, leading to the kitchen
and other offices. A flight of steps leads to the door beneath
the portico, which is the grand entrance. A stone balustrade
er "loses the stairs, and is continued along the front of the
portico. On the front of the pediment is a piece of sculpture,
representing the wealth and grandeur of the city of London.
In the centre stands a woman, crowned with turrets, to represent the City, with her left foot upon the figure of Envy : in
her right hand she holds a wand, and rests her left arm upon
the city arms, in a large shield. Near her, on the right, is a
Cupid, holding the cap of liberty, on a short staff like a mace,
over his shoulders. Beyond is a river god, to represent the
Thames, reclined, and pouring out a stream of water from a
large vase ; and near him is an anchor, fastened to its cable,
with shells lying on the shore. On the left hand of London
is Plenty, holding out her hand, and beseeching the City to
accept the fruits of her cornucopia ;and behind are two naked
boys, withbales of goods, to denote commerce.
The building is an oblong, of great extent ;the west side is
adorned by two noble windows, between coupled Corinthian
pilasters. But the whole edifice was formerly disgraced by two
massy buildings on the top, which looked as if they were placed
there merely to give the architect more room. Lately one of
these was taken down ;but the other still remains to disfigure
the beauty of the whole.
The interior of the Mansion-house is peculiarly commodious and elegant ; but many of the apartments are dark,
rr 2
from
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from the nature of its site. Several strong chests of elegant
plate, and various less valuable curiosities, succeed to the possession and use of each mayor for the year, and are annually
delivered with an exact catalogue of the same.
Lord Mayors Day is celebrated annually, on the 9th o£November, being the day on which the new chief magistrate
enters upon the duties of his office. The procession on this
occasion is worthy of the observation of all strangers. The
lord mayor proceeds from Guildhall to the Three Cranes
Wharf in his state coach, attended by the livery companies
in their gowns, the aldermen and sheriffs, in their state chariots. At the Three Cranes stairs his lordship and attendants
embark on board state barges belonging to the corporation,
and the several livery companies, whence they proceed by water
to Westminster. This part of the procession will be seen to
most advantage by spectators from Westminster or Blackfriars
bridge: at the latter place the lord mayor and his train, on
their return, disembark; and the procession is continued
through St. Paul's church-yard to Guildhall, where a granddinner
and ball are given, at whichthe prime minister and the rest of
the great officers of state are generally present. Tickets of
admission to the dinner and ball are at the sole disposal of
the lord mayor and sheriffs. There is a gallery for the accommodation of spectators, who are admitted by tickets, which can
be obtained only of the lord mayor and sheriffs.
Guildhall.

This is a fine Gothic building, standing at the northern extremity of King-street, Cheapside. It is the public hall of the
city
3
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city of London ; in which the various courts of the city are
held ;the meetings of the citizens to chuse their members of
parliament, lord mayor, sheriffs, and other officers ; and in
which most of the grand city entertainments are given.
Guildhall was originally built in 1411; before which time
the public hall was held at Aldermanbury. It was raised by
voluntary subscription, and was twenty years in building.
Being greatly damaged by the fire of 1666, the present edifice,
with the exception of the new Gothic front, was erected in its
place. That front was finished in 1789.
The hall is a very noble room, being 153 feet long, 48 broad,
and 55 in height to the roof, which is flat, divided into pannels.
The floor is of stone. The walls are adorned on the northern
and southern sides with four Gothic demi-pillars, painted white,
and veined with blue, the capitals being gilded. In this hall
are portraits of some of our sovereigns, and of several judges,
among which are those of Sir Matthew Hale, and his eleven
contemporary judges, who composed differences between landlord and tenant after the great fire; together with two monuments, respectively erected to the memory of Lord Chatham,
and of Mr. Beckford, lordmayor of London.
The latter monument is by Bacon. It has a statue of Mr.
Beckford, esteemed an excellent likeness, and is peculiarly interesting, as it is a memorial of that spirit of independence which
should accompany the other great advantages of the metropolis of England. Mr.Beckford is represented in the attitude in
which he replied to his present majesty's answer to the humble
address, remonstrance, and petition, of the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons, of the city of London, on the 23d of May,
1770.
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1770. On a black marble table, in letters of gold, are the
words of this eloquent and grand reply, of which it is impossible to speak with too high encomiums.
Within the hall, opposite to the great door, is a balcony, in
the front of which is a clock and dial, in a curious frame of
oak ;at the four corners are carved the four Cardinal Virtues ;
and on the top Time,with a cock on each side of him. On each
side of the balcony is a giant of an enormous size, with black
and bushy beards ;one holding a long staff, with a ball stuck
with pikes hanging at the end ofit ;the other an halberd. They
are supposed to be an ancientBriton and a Saxon. This balcony
is supported by four iron pillars, in the form of palm-trees.
A flight of steps, under the balcony, lead to various convenient
offices. On the right hand are those belonging to the chamberlain : one where he sits to make freemen, and perform other
<luties of his office; and the other the treasury. Fronting the
steps is the court of king's bench : the sessions of the peace
for the city of London, and the mayor's court, are held in it.
On the left hand is the court of common pleas, and the court
of exchequer is above.
There is avery elegant room at the back ofthe hall, in which
the lord mayor, aldermen, and common council, hold their
courts. In the common council chamber is a capital collection of
paintings, presented to the city of London by the public-spirited
Alderman Boydell, to whose exertions, during a space of fifty
years, the public are in a great measure indebted for the state
of perfection which the sine arts have attained in this country. Among them is Mr.Copley's celebrated picture of the
Siege of Gibraltar. These pictures may be seen by application
to
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any of the servants belonging to Guildhall, of whom, or
of Aldermen Boydell, may be had a book fully describing the
several subjects.
Under the portico of Guildhall are some ancient statues
of stone, remarkable for their having been preserved in the
great sire of London.
to

Guildhall Chapel.

There is an old building, close to Guildhall, on the south,
which formerly was a chapel, or religious establishment, but
now it is used as a justice-room for the aldermen, who, in rotation, sit here as justices of the peace. This building was
sold to the city by Edward VI.
To the south ofthe chapel there stood a library, built by the
executors ofthe celebrated Whittington, and by William Bury.
It was furnished with books belonging to Guildhall and the
chapel. The protector Somerset is said to have borrowed these
books, and never to have returned them.
Under the roof of Guildhall, and the adjacent buildings,
are various courts of justice, and offices belonging to the city.
Guildhall is always open to strangers.
The EastIndia House.

This buildingis situated on thesouth side ofLeadenhall-street,
and comprises the offices and appurtenances of the East India
company. It was originally built in 1726. At that time it had
no very considerable appearance ; but recently it has been enlarged, and adorned with a front of stone entirely new, of great
extent
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and much beauty, having a general air of simplicity
and grandeur. It has a fine portico in the centre, which,however, is too long for the edifice, and too narrow for its own
length. The architect was Mr. Jupp.
The interior of the India-house is well worth visiting ; and
the stranger may see great part of it without expense or obligation, and the rest by giving a trifling sum to any of the
porters. The sale-room of the company is a curiosity next in
degree to the rotunda of the Bank.
extent

The Custom House.

This building, appropriated to the receiving the king's duties, called the Customs on Exports and Imports, cannot, for
the magnitude of its business, be overlookeed. But it has no
beauty of architecture to recommend it, which is surely discreditable to this wealthy nation.
The Custom-house stands on the north bank of the river, a
littleabove the Tower, and was built in 1718, on the site ofa
former one destroyed by fire. It is a mixture ofbrick and stone,
and is built in a bad taste. It is 189 feet in length,consists of
two stories, and is very commodious within. There is one
apartment in the upper story, called the Long Room, which is
spacious, and worthy of being seen by the stranger, who would
form some idea of British commerce.
The business of the customs is managed by nine commissioners, whose jurisdiction extends over every port in England.
Beside which there are a multitude of clerks and officers belonging to it.
On
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On each side of the Custom-house, and underneath it, are
extensive warehouses for housing goods till taken away by the
merchants ; and in front are quays, with cranes for loading
and unloading vessels.
The Excise Office.

The Excise-office is a plain but large and elegant stone
building, erected on the site of Gresham-college, in 1768, on
the south side of Broad-street. Itis destined to the receipt of
another branch of the public taxes, called the Excise Duties.
This department also is managed by nine commissioners, having a multitude of clerks and officers.
South Sea House.

At the eastern extremity of Threadneedle-street stands the
South-sea house,a substantial and handsome building of brick,

ornamented with Portland stone. The entrance is a gateway,
with a noble front, leading into a court, with a piazza, formed
of Doric pillars. The interior is grand and commodious. It
has one room, peculiarly lofty, spacious, and elegant.
The South-sea company was incorporated by act of parliament in 1710, to pay 9,177,967b due to the seamen employed
in Queen Anne's wars. The capital was afterward enlarged
to ten millions. In 1720, the company was, by act of parliament, granted the sole privilege of trading to the South Seas,
within certain limits, and empowered to increase their capital,
by redeeming several of the public debts. This opened the
way to extraordinary malpractices and speculations, till the
s s
stock
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stock ofthe company was raised to 33,543,263b A few were
eventually elevated from poverty to an extreme of wealth,
and thousands reduced to beggary, many of whom had been
affluent.
The affairs of this company are now reduced to a narrow
compass, and conducted with the same regularity as the other
public funds.
General Post Office.

This edifice, important as its concerns are to the nation,
deserves no praise as a building. It stands behind Lombardstreet, from which, on the south side of the street, there is a
passage leading to it under an arched gateway. It is a national
reproach when buildings of this kind, which naturally afford
occasions for public architecture, and embellishment of the
metropolis, are lost to those purposes.
The Post-office system is, however, one of the most perfect
regulations of finance existing under any government. It has
gradually been brought to its present perfection, being at first
in the hands of individuals, and replete with abuse. In its
present form, it not only supplies the government with a great
revenue, but accomplishes that by means beneficial to the persons contributing, since prodigious sums are saved to individuals by this mode of conveying letters, and commerce derives fromit a facility of correspondence that it could not have
from any less powerful engine. When this source of public
revenue is contrasted with state lotteries, it is then only that its
purity is wholly comprehended.
The
3
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The present Post-office was erected in 1660, but a great part
ofit was rebuilt last year.
The mode of conveying letters by the General Post was
greatly improved a few years since, by a most admirable plan
invented by Mr. Palmer. Previously to its adoption, letters
were conveyed by carts, without protection from robbery, and
subject to delays. At present they are carried, according to
Mr. Palmer's plan, by coaches, distinguished by the name of
Mail-coaches, provided with a guard well armed, and forwarded
at the rate of eight miles an hour, including stoppages. Government contracts with coach-keepers merely for carrying the
mail, the coach-owner making a profitable business beside of
carrying passengers and parcels. It is not easy to imagine a
combination of different interests, to one purpose, more complete than this. The wretched situation, however, of the
horses, on account of the length of the stages which they are
frequently driven, is a disgrace to the character ofthe British
nation, and requires the interference of the legislature. No
stage should exceed ten miles in length.
The rapidity of this mode of conveyance is unequalled in
any country. An armed guard travels always with this coach.
The present rate of charge for each passenger is about six pence
per mile.
Houses, or boxes, for receiving letters before four o'clock
at the west end of the town, and sive o'clock in the city, are
open in every part of the metropolis ;after that hour bell-men
collect the letters during another hour, receiving a fee of one
penny for each letter ;but, at the General Post-office, in Lombard-street, letters are received till seven o'clock ;after that,
s s 2
till
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tillhalf an hour after seven, a fee of six pence must be paid ;
and from half after seven till a quarter before eight the postage
must be paid, as. well as the fee oisix pence. Persons, till
lately, were, if well known, permitted to have back any letter
put in, if required; but by an order of June, 1802, the masters of the receiving houses are not allowed to return letters on
any pretence whatever.
Letters from the East Indies must be delivered at the Indiahouse, where a letter-box is provided for their reception.
Those for the coast of Africa, or at single settlements, in
particular parts of the world, may be sent either through the
ship letter-office, or by the bags which await the sailing of
ships, and which are kept at the respective coffee-houses near
the Royal Exchange.
The following remarks on the situation of the Post-office
have been sent by a correspondent, and as they may be of utility
to the public they are inserted.
" a
In commercial metropolis, like London, the stranger
naturally inquires first concerning the grandeur and convenience of the edifices which relate to trade. The Excise-office
and the India-house do not disappoint ;they have a majesty
worthy ofthe age and country. The docks and appertaining
warehouses will shortly be worthy of their destination. The
Trinity-house is pretty : the front walls ofthe Bank are elegant :
the Exchange is convenient: the Custom-house is paltry; and
the Corn-exchange,inMark-laneis too small. Why not sacrifice
the Tower, (an edifice whose every apartment recals the crimes
ofkings) and in that emplacement construct a custom-house, a
corn-hall, and an arsenal ?
" But
4

—
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" But

the building which it is most important to the reputation of the public taste to reconstruct is the Post-office. It
is the most important spot on the surface of the globe. It
receives information from the Poles ; it distributes instructions
to the Antipodes ; it connects together more numerous and
distant collections of men than any other similar establishment.
It is, in the highest degree hitherto realized, the seat of terrestrial perception and volition the brain of the whole earth;
and this is hidden in a narrow alley, misshapen to deformity,
and scarcely accessible to the very mail coaches which collect
there for their nightly freights.
"
Surely the site of the present lunatic hospital in Moorfields is well adapted for the position of a new post-office. It
is not remote from the old one. There is space in front for the
assemblage of the mail coaches, were they to become even much
more numerous than they are: when streets are opened into
Cornhill and into Bishopgate it will be a convenient starting
place. A post-office, it may be objected, ought to be near the
banking houses ;but how many of these would rejoice in a
removal to the new square, or circus, about to beconstructed in
Moorfields !"

—

The Twopenny Post Office.

There are two principal offices, one in the General Postoffice yard, Lombard-street ;and the other in Gerrard-street,
Soho. There are, beside, numerous receiving houses, both in
town and country.
There are six collections and deliveries of letters in town,
daily, (Sundays excepted) and there are two dispatches from,
and
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and three deliveries at, most places in the country, within the
limits of this office.
The hours by which letters should be put into the receiving
houses in town, for each delivery, are various.
But letters, whether for town or country, may be put in at
either of the two principal offices, three quarters of an hour
later for each dispatch.
Letters put in on Saturday evenings are delivered in the
country on Sunday mornings.
The dated stamp, or, if there are two, that having the latest
hour, shews also the time of the day by which letters are dispatched for delivery from the principal offices.
No twopenny post letter must weigh more than four ounces.
This office is not liable to make good the loss of any property
sent by post.
Persons having occasion to complain of delay in the delivery
of their letters, should send the covers enclosed in a line to the
comptroller, or deputy comptroller, stating the precise time of
delivery ;as the dated stamp will assist materially in discovering where the neglect lies.
The rooms for assorting letters, particularly in the General
Post-office, in Lombard-street, are well deserving the notice of
strangers.
The Trinity House.

This edifice is situated on the northern side of Great Towerhill. It is a new building of stone, not inelegant, and has the
advantage of rising ground for its site, and of a fine area in the
front.
The
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The business ofthe Trinity-house is transacted here, but the
parent house is at Deptford, the corporation being named
The Master, Wardens, and Assistants, of the Guild, or Fraternity,
of the most glorious and undivided Trinity, and of St. Clement, in
the parish ofDeptford Stroud, in the county ofKent.
This corporation was founded, in 1515, by Henry VIII. It
consists ofa master, four wardens, eight assistants, and eighteen
elder brethren, in whom is the direction ofthe company; and
an indefinite number of younger brothers, for any seafaring
man may be admitted into the society by that name, but without any part of the control 6f its concerns. The elder brethren are usually selected from commanders in the navy and
merchants' service ;with a few principal persons of his majesty's
government.

The use of this corporation is to superintend the interests of
the British shipping, military and commercial. To this end
their powers are very extensive; the principal of which are, to
examine the children educated in mathematics in Christ's hospital ; examine the masters of the king's ships ; appoint pilots for the Thames ; erect lighthouses and sea-marks ; grant
licenses to poor seamen, not free of the city, to row on the
Thames ; and superintend the deepening and cleansing of the
river. They have power to receive donations for charitable
purposes ; and they annually relieve great numbers of poor
seamen and seamen's widows and orphans.
The first master was Sir Thomas Spert, Knight, comptroller
ofthe navy, and commander of the great ship, built by Henry
VIII. called Henry, Grace de Dieu.
The interior ofthe Trinity-housedeserves to be visited. With

—

—

—

—

—
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320

OFFICES AND COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS.

a recommendation from the resident secretary, strangers may
view it, by giving the servant one shilling.
The secretary's office contains a beautiful model of the
Royal William. The hall is light and elegant ; from whence,
by a double staircase, you ascend to the court-room, which 'is
particularly elegant, without being encumbered, and the ceiling
finished in a superior style : it contains portraits of the king
and queen, James II. Lord Sandwich, Lord Howe, and Mr.
Pitt. The upper end of the room is covered by a group of
about twenty-four portraits of the Elder Brethren, the gift of
the Merchant Brethren in 1794. The uniformity ofthe dress
has not the happiest effect, but no doubt the likenesses areaccurate. Trinity-square is laid out with fancy and taste, and
forms a desirable and pleasant promenade for the neighbourhood : the high bank leading to the Tower gate has been lately
levelled and paved.
The Corn Exchange

Is a neat brick building, situated on the east side of Marklane ;it is an open market, and convenient enoughin its plan,
except that, perhaps, it is too5 small. The market days are
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
The Heralds' College.

This building, situated on St. Bennet's hill, is usually called
The Heralds' Office. It is a brick edifice, having a front facing
the street, with an arched gateway, leading to a handsome quadrangle. It belongs to a corporation of great antiquity, consisting
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sisting ofthe following thirteen members: three kings at arms,
six heralds at arms, and four pursuivants at arms ; all nominated
by the earl marshal of England, holding their places by patent,
during good behaviour. Their office is to keep records of the
blood of all the families of the kingdom, and all matters belonging to the same; such as the bearing coats of arms, and
other documents ; to attend his majesty on great occasions ;
to make proclamations in certain cases ;and to marshal public
processions. One herald and one pursuivant attend the college
daily, in rotation, to answer all questions relative to armorial
bearings, and all that belongs to their department. The fee
for a common search is five shillings, and for a general search
one guinea; the fees for a new coat of arms are from ten
pounds upward, according to the labour employed. Strangers
may view the court on application. This is the proper office
for registering the births of children*
The Halls of the City Companies.

There are in London no less than forty-nine halls, belonging
to various guilds, or incorporated companies of traders and artisans,
citizens of London. Many of these may be found interesting
objects to strangers, either for their architecture or their magnitude, and expression of opulence. Among the best are,. Ironmongers'hall, in Fenehurch-street ; Merchant Taylors' hall, in
Threadneedle-street ;Goldsmiths' hall, inFoster-lane ;Grocers'
hall, Grocers' alley, Cheapside; Stationers' hall, Stationers'
court, Ludgate-street ;Drapers' hall, Throgmorton-street ;and
Apothecaries' hall, Blackfriars.
These halls are erected for the management of the affairs of
t t
the
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the companies respectively; and are also used for feasts on
certain public days, and peculiar occasions. Many of the companies are extremely rich, possessing clear annual revenues of
30, 40 and 50,000!. Among the most wealthy are the Mercers, Grocers, Drapers, Fishmongers, Goldsmiths, Skinners,
Merchant-taylors, Haberdashers, and Ironmongers.
The citizens of London, possessing an amiable feature in
common with the bulk of their countrymen, never forget, in
the midst of their abundance, the wants of others. The sums
distributed annually to the indigent, by the city companies,
from various funds given for the purpose, amount to more than
26,000!. A few of them give respectively from ioool. to
4000I. per annum.
East India Company's Warehouses.

Among the public commercial buildings may wellbe placed the
above warehouses : they are twenty-six in number : this, however, but slightly expresses their grandeur, unless the extent of
them, with the value of their merchandise, are comprehended
in the view. Some are built in a good style of architecture,
and all of them deserve the notice of the curious stranger.

INTERCOURSE.

The intercourse of London is so great, and is in itself so
surprising, that it seldom escapes the eye of a stranger;though
perhaps no writer has made those remarks on this subject to
which it is entitled. In many other cities the streets are narrow,
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row, yet are seldom impeded ;that is, blocked up by carriages
and passengers: in London the streets are generally wide,

yet this occurrence of being blocked upland stopped happens

daily.
It may well excite our admiration to go from Charingcross to the Exchange, and pass a double row of carriages,
one coming, the other going, with scarcely an intermission.
Yet, when we recollect the numerous causes that put so many
things and persons in motion, we may admire, but must own
it was to be expected.
Not only are the streets filled with carriages but with foot
passengers ;so that the great thoroughfares of London appear
like a. moving multitude, or a daily fair. To this deception the
endless shops lend their aid : it is indeed the remark of strangers, in general, that London is a continual fair. The display
made by the traders, the numerous wares they have to sell, and
the continual crowd that is passing and repassing, forcibly
contribute to the delusion.
The causes that bring this crowd together are many, and
the principal of them may easily be recollected. Beginning
with Somerset-house, and proceeding eastward, we arrive progressively at all the places where the chief mercantile concerns,
and many that appertain to government, are transacted. To
mention the Bank, the Royal-exchange, the India-house, the
Excise-office, and the General and Twopenny-post, will be
quite sufficient to remind the reader of some of the many
causes that daily draw such multitudes into the city.
If we look westward, we there find Westminster-hall, the
offices of government, the theatres, Bond-street, St. James's,
t t 2
the
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the parks, and the mingled objects of pleasure and of business
that attract the crowd. In fact these objects, for the greatest
part of the year at least, are in such daily activity that they are
productive of a higher degree of intercourse than is perhaps
any where else to be found on the face of the globe.
The public roads and avenues of London are no less worthy
of observation. The Englishman, accustomed to London, is
surprised, when he goes abroad and traverses the environs of
great cities, to meet so few persons and carriages on the road.
At London such objects are incessant : at Paris, for example,
it is but accidentally that carriages, persons, and travellers, are
met in the environs. In Paris, indeed, and on the Boulevards,
the intercourse is more frequent ;but it does not by any means
or on any occasion in the least equal that which daily happens
in London, during at least three-fourths of the year.
The vessels, great and small, that enter the port of London,
exceed in numbers those of any other of the cities in England,
and perhaps in the world; consequently, the unladingof those
vessels must greatly add to the intercourse. The hackneycoaches in London are very numerous, gentlemen's carriages
are much more so, and the number of licensed carts, waggons,
and other drays and vehicles beside, which are employed in
London and its environs, and which are obliged to be registered
according to act of parliament, upon enquiry at the proper
office, was allowed to be nearly 30,000; though the precise
number, they answered, could not be ascertained, because a
running account was necessarily kept.

THE
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The English have been stigmatized by others, and even by
themselves, as a people degraded by trade and commerce. As
there is no unmixed good or evil, it is probably true that in
some respects their moral habits may have been injured by these
causes : but it appears very demonstrable that they have been
greatly benefited. They have not only acquired the power but
the determination to be just; and indeed the desire without the
power has always proved inefficient : poor nations and people
have never been so disinterested as the rich, for they have not
the means so to be. The English, when abroad, are so much
remarked for their acts of charity and generosity that they are
become even proverbial ;and their public charities at home are
so numerons that they are incontestible.
The English character, in foreign countries, is so respected
that an Englishman obtains credit withlittle difficulty;though
credit there is not the custom. At home so high is the faith
of a merchant that he will deliver bills to another merchant
for many thousand pounds, and require no acknowledgment j
for, so much does the person into whose hands they are delivered respect, and so well does he understand the nature of
his own credit, that he would sooner suffer death than commit
a fraud; being well aware that such an act would not only be
dishonest but destructive to himself. Many thousands pass
through the hands of a British merchant daily, with less precaution, and indeed with less danger, than so many livres in a
foreign land. Hence honesty is become a political habit, ori-
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ginating with wholesale dealers, but diffusing itself through all
ranks. In morals this is no small point gained: the people,
who sind it their general interest to be honest, are further
advanced in true wisdom than they themselves perhaps are
aware. Commerce has many selfish and consequently injurious propensities ;but it has the great advantage of teaching
men, experimentally, the truth of the divine maxim, that
honesty is the best policy. If these are truths, they are more
peculiarly adapted to the city of London than to any part of
England, or perhaps of the world ; for this sound policy is not
only best understood and most practised, but originated chiefly
in that metropolis.
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CHAPTER VIII.

PRISONS.

JL O

men existing together in civil society,, no subjects are
more interesting than such as relate to crimes, and the treatment of criminals. Law is the ordinance of the sovereign,
who represents the people: crime is the violation of law.
Prisons are the receptacles in which society confines its mischievous members, who violate the laws ;and where misfortune, unallied to crime, is sometimes compelled to make its
miserable retreat.
Prisons, therefore, become a very complex object to a contemplative eye. They claim the notice of all men ; of the
philosopher, who speculates on moral principles ;of the legislator, who frames laws to restrain crimes ;of the magistrate,
who enforces the laws. Every man, whether softened by humanity, or hardened by vice, may find a suitable subject for
meditation iu a prison: with the good, such a spectacle may

3
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act as a

spur

to

benevolence ; with the wicked, as a curb to

malignity.
Laws and crimes have been studied by men in all ages and
countries; but to prisons too little attention has been paid.
Plato and Cicero, who wrote copiously on laws, overlooked the
places destined for the confinement of criminals ;so also did
Montesquieu, and even Beccaria, the author of the Essay on
Crimes and Punishments. Mr. Howard, in modern times,
has considered the subject at large, by line and by rule, by
weight and by measure, as well as in reference to morals;
and in both these ways it ought to be considered. He may
have erred in some matters, but he has made the situations of
thousands of wretched objeGts less miserable, and rendered service to mankind. This inquiry will be occasionally indebted
to his works, as well as to the researches of Mr. Nield, treasurer to the Society for the Discharge and Relief of Small
Debts, who, for some years past, has made several visits to the
prisons of England and Wales. Every opportunity, however,
of inquiringinto facts has been carefully taken ;and they are
stated, not from report, but from personal observation. The
prisons here described have been visited; and their internal
structure, arrangement, and different qualities, have been examined.
To inquire into every grievance and excess, to which such
retreats of misery and guilt are exposed, would be foreign to
the present work: an attempt too arduous; and, alas, too
painful. A few serious hints, however, will be occasionally
dropped ;and, from statements which may be relied on as authentic, an intelligent reader may form many important reflections.
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tions. Inquiries of this kind should indeed be rather considered as addressing the moral feelings of our nature than
our curiosity. No particular order will be followed, but it
will be natural to begin, as a central point, with Newgate.

NEWGATE.

Anciently the city of London was encompassed by a wall,
in which, at proportionate distances, were several gates, with
posterns, resembling the gate, whichstillremains, Temple bar.
Through these gates, of whichNewgate was one, people passed
to the environs of the city. It was called Newgate, as having
been recently built. A gaol is recorded to have stood here as
far back as 1218 : it was re-edified, in 1422, by the executors
of Thomas Whittington, and afterward rebuilt with greater
strength and more convenience for prisoners than before, and
witha gate and postern for passengers. The prison then ran from
the north to the south side of Newgate-street, withthe gate and
postern between the parts. The debtors solicited charity of
passengers from a grate on the north side. This situation of
the prison will be in the recollection of many of our readers.
In 1780 Newgate was almost burnt down by the rioters. It
has since been restored, and now presents a fine uniform exterior to the west ;consisting of two wings, the debtors' and
felons' sides, with the keeper's house in the middle.
The north side, appropriated to debtors, men and women,
consists of two court-yards, which are far too circumscribed
for the inhabitants; the men's court being only 49 feet 6
inches,
v v
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inches, by 3 1 feet 6 ;the women's of the same length, and
about half the width. They are entirely surrounded by the
wards, which rise three stories above the pavement. The
women debtors are separated from the men by a wall 15 feet in
height.
The four sides are called the Master's Side, the Cabin, from
the cabin bedsteads in them, the Common Side, and the Women's Side. The men's apartments are fourteen in number;
all of which, except one which occupies in length the whole
side of the prison, are nearly of the same dimensions, 23 feet
by 15. The number of inhabitants in these rooms is from
12 to 20 in each. The largest room is sometimes inhabited by
as many as 30. The debtors' side almost always contains
200, and sometimes as many as 300. The women have two
courts of the same length, but not so wide. The painted
room, as it is called having been painted all round by a prisoner has been occupied by one who is not a debtor ever since
the prison was repaired, three and twenty years. His apartment serves the purpose of a room for case of conscience
debtors. Two very close rooms are inhabited by prisoners, one
at the bottom of the master's, and another of the common side,
which serve the purposes of chandlers' shops by day, and sleeping rooms by night. In one was lodged a man with his wife
and three hildren. Indeed, it is difficult to conceive how the
people in general exist on this side, crowded together as they
almost always are in such numbers, and breathing constantly
thc same polluted air ; for even their rooms have windows only
toward the court. But Providence, they say, takes care of the
shorn lamb; and men force a way to enjoyment, where a spec-

—
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tator thinks he views nothing but misery. The debtor's allowance is ten ounces of bread, with a pound and a halfof potatoes,

day. There are several legacies left to them, to the amount
of 52I. 5s. 8d. a year. Tables of fees, rules, and notice to prisoners that they may send their children to school without any
charge, are hung up in the court.
Women debtors have two rooms ;one the wholeside length of
the debtors' court, the other much smaller : in these the inhabitants are generally not very numerous, though they are sometimes crowded. Debtors on the poor and women's sides have
eight stone of beef weekly, withoutbone, sent in by the sheriffs.
Debtors on the master's side pay ios. 6d. eighteen pence of
which is spent in beer ;the remainder goes to the ward, and
finds coals, candles, wood, mops, brooms, and pails. Those
who plead poverty are to keep the rooms clean.
On thesouth side, which properly belongs to felons, not only
felons but offenders against government, libellers, sellers of
libels, and persons for small offences, are confined. This yard
is about the same size as the former: the rooms are in general
in good condition, being often let as single rooms to the better
sort of prisoners, whether felons,or persons fined who can afford
to pay. The bottom room was inhabited, some years ago, byLord
George Gordon, who, after several years close confinement for
libelling the queen of France, died here of the gaol distemper.
In four other yards felons are lodged, and in another women
felons : among these however are some persons fined. The
prisoners on the felons' side amount from a hundred and forty
to nearly three hundred in number. They receive fewer legacies than the debtors do. Mr. Howard observes that, when
u u2
he
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he visited this place in 1769, of the hundred and ninety-one
convicts, there were ninety-one whohad only the prison allowance of a penny loaf a day ;and that they were generously assisted by Mr. Akerman. Concerning the cells, Ishall quote
"
Mr. Howard : The cells built in old Newgate a few years
since for condemned malefactors are still used for the same
purpose : there are five upon each of the three floors, all
vaulted, near five feet high to the crown. Those on the ground
floor measure full nine feet by near six ;the five on the first
story are a little larger (nine feet and a half by six) on account
of the set off in the wall;and the five uppermost still larger
for the same reason. In the upper part of each cell is a window double grated, near three feet by half a foot. The doors
are four inches thick. The strong wall is lined all round each
cell with planks studded with broad headed nails. In each cell
is a barrack bedstead. Iwas told, by those whoattended them,
that prisoners who had affected an air of boldness during their
trial, and appeared quite unconcerned when sentence was pronounced on them, were struck with horror and shed tears
when they were brought to these dark and solitary abodes."
These three stories of cells are on one side of the press-yard,
which is one of the four yards already enumerated: to this
the condemned prisoners are admitted, but are locked up in
their cells from four or five in the evening till nine the next
morning. A person visiting this yard, and perceiving a number of healthy young men amusing themselves with fives, and
apparently cheerful, who, in a few days, are doomed to suffer
death by the executioner a person who sets a value on the life
of a fellow creature, and who has studied that humane philo-
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sophy which proportions punishments to crimes, will perhaps
be reminded of those strong lines in Garth's Dispensary :
"

Not far from that most celebrated place,
Where awful Justiceshews her angry face,
There little villains must submit to fate,
That great ones may enjoy the worldin state."

Beccaria's Essay on Crimes and Punishments demonstrates,
almost mathematically, the injustice of capital punishments :
and the erection of penitentiary houses in this country shews
their inexpediency.
GILTSPUR-STREET COMPTER, AND LUDGATE-STREET PRISON.

These two prisons are here introduced at the same time, because they lie close together. To begin with Giltspur-street
Compter. This prison derives its name from the street in which
it stands. It is a brick building, the front cased with stone,
and looking to the west. This establishment has long existed
under various names and in different situations. But to proceed no higher, suffice it to say, that, as farback as 15 18, there
was a prison in Bread-street, Cheapside, belonging to the sheriffs' court, for small debts : in 1622 it was removed to Woodstreet, and called the New Compter. This prison was destroyed by the fire of London, and rebuilt. In 1791 it again
changed its situation as well as name, and it is now called Giltspur-street Compter.
The
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The north side is occupied on the ground floor by female
debtors ;on the second story is the gaoler's kitchen ;the third
story is inhabited by persons fined. The south side belongs to
men-debtors. The centre is the gaoler's house. At the entrance on the right hand is the sheriffs' office. The prison is
divided into nine yards, appropriated to prisoners of different
descriptions ;debtors, male and female, felons, persons fined,
committed for misdemeanours, and vagrants or cadgers. Master debtors have two courts nearly the same dimensions, twentyeight or thirty feet by eighteen or twenty, both well supplied
with water. The south court has seven rooms, one of which,
that on the ground floor, is occupied by a turnkey. The north
court has five rooms, inhabited by such as have been committed
for small offences, and sometimes by the more decent sort.
The master felons' court has two gates : on each side of the
court is a room for night charges ;and up some steps are better
sorts of rooms for such as can afford to pay for them. You
pass thence to an arched passage, which communicates with
various parts of the prison. The wards are built on arches.
There is a room here which the debtors are at liberty to make
a workshop. The court is seventy-five feet byeighteen. Cold
and warm baths are provided ;and the prisoners are admitted to
the use of them on proper occasions ;and all the rooms have
fireplaces.
The allowance is here alike to all; ten ounces osgood bread
daily, with a pound of rice and fiv#e pounds of potatoes v/eekly.
They have coals from the lord mayor and sheriffs; and broken
victuals frequently sent them from taverns. There are also
donations

PRISONS.

335

donations which are regularly distributed : and the sheriffs send
in every week seven stone of meat to the charity wards.
The rules and orders of this prison were signed by Lords
Kenyon and Loughborough, and by Aldermen Crosby and
Coombe, on November 27, 1792. Fees are paid here as well
as in other prisons, but they are not so numerous. Debtors
pay 2s. 6d. a week for rent; if two sleep together is. 3d. This
prison is regulated in many respects on Mr. Howard's plan,
though not in all: for though the prison is furnished with a
workshop, and people may work if they please, yet no prisoner
is compelled to labour, as in Bridewell and penitentiary
houses.
This compter occupies much ground ;and, considering its
extent, itmight have been much more commodious. The dayrooms and sleeping-rooms seem liable to few objections ;but
the cells having no outlet for air, except just over the door to
the yard, must necessarily be very close. The same objection
also may be made to some rooms, or, more properly, cells,
where the victuals are dressed ;for indeed they are so very
narrow that only two or three people can stand by the fireside at the same time. The hot bath, likewise, is at so great
a distance from the infirmary that the removal ofthe sick to it
may, in some cases, be very inconvenient, and even dangerous.
It is evident that some inconveniences in this prison have arisen
from the attempt, very laudable in itself, to class prisoners according to their different crimes. The chapel is the neatest of
any in all the London prisons, except that in Cold Bath-fields.
We now proceed to Ludgate prison, to which you go up a
yard at the north side of the compter, and which runs close
behind
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behind it : it is appropriated to debtors. When Mr. Howard
wrote his account of prisons, it was established in Bishopsgatestreet, being then called New Ludgate, from having been built
after the Old Ludgate prison had been taken down. The prisoners were brought to this place in 1794. The old Ludgate,
on Ludgate-hill, like Newgate, had been one of the gates in the
wall that encompassed the city. This prison is very small, but
has every indulgence and accommodation which such narrow
premises will admit of: however, being wretchedly confined,
it can enjoy only a small portion of nature's common bounty
air. The court is but twenty-five feet by ten, but there are
two pumps in it. There are in all eleven rooms, of which one
is a hall, where the debtors may be in the day ; six shillings entrance money, however, are paid, and seven pence a week afterward : there is also along room admitting six inhabitants ;and
another, the women's ward, that admits two. There is a small
chapel. The same surgeon attends these three prisons Poultry
Compter, Giltspur-street Compter, and this. The debtors
here cannot complain of their allowance ;they have ten ounces
of good bread daily, one pound of rice, and two pounds and a
halfof good beef, withtwo pounds and a half of potatoes, every
week.
There are also many donations, legacies, and privileges in
this prison : some ofthe city companies likewise regularly send
certain sums, which, with the assistance that may be procured
from the excellent society for the Relief of Small Debts, obtain
the discharge of many debtors. But here it may be worth while
to refer to the book of Mr. Nield, treasurer of the above-mentioned society, who, in his account of prisons, subjoined to
the
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the account of the rise and progress of this society for the re"
lief of small debts, expresses a wish that a linecould be drawn
between the debtor and swindler, and that there might be some
tribunal to which the creditor might apply, and the debtor be
heard in justification; so that, if on impartial inquiry there
appeared any evident projected fraud, the debtor might not be
assisted by this society, but assigned over to a swindler's ward ;
by which means the funds of the society would not be wasted
on unworthy objects, and the unfortunate debtor would be
distinguished from the knave."
This prison is appropriated to debtors free of the city of
London, to clergymen, proctors, and attorneys. The ground on
whichit stands was originally intended as a court for the women
debtors in Giltspur-street Compter. Its present destination,
therefore, has occasioned two evils, by trespassing on the territories of the women debtors in Giltspur-street, and by bringing
the Ludgate debtors within limits far too circumscribed.
THE POULTRY COMPTER.

This Compter, as the name imports, is in the Poultry. It is
an old brick building, very close, and in a ruinous condition :
the court, however, has a cheerful appearance, being well
paved with flag stones, and having a cock of water constantly
running. On entering youpass two gates. Between the outer
and the inner are fifteen rooms for master-side debtors. Within the inner are the wards of the common-side debtors, being
xx
six
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six in number ;of which one is for women debtors, and the
other for Jews. It has been observed that this is the only prison
in England that has a ward appropriated to this people.
The wards have all fireplaces. The women are found no
straw or bedding, and have but a very small yard to walk in.
Formerly the tap was in the prison, but now there is no tap
kept by the gaoler; and, though the gaoler becomes a manifest
loser thereby, the prisoners are considerable gainers, and in
various ways.
Adjoining to the court is a room, called the Bell, for felons.
In another court are two rooms, very strong, studded with
nails, for felons; and up stairs two night rooms, one for men,
theother for women. The debtors are sometimes permitted to
walk on the leads, which are extensive, but the gaoler must
accompany them.

In closing this account of Newgate and the three Compters,
a remark should be made on the gaol- fever. It certainly has not
made such dreadful havoc as it used to make formerly ;but
it sometimes appears; and whenever it enters such a wretchedly confined and crowded place as the greater part of Newgate more particularly is, it cannot fail to spread. About a
year ago fifty died of it in Newgate, and some, though veiy
few, in the Compters. The prisons built on Howard's plan
are often liable to cold and damps ;but they possess, also, some
advantages; and, when his rules are followed, they unquestionably guard against the spreading of infection.
THE
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THE FLEET.

The king's prison of the fleet, on the east side of Fleet-market, is a large new brick building, with stone staircases, built
after the old house was destroyed by the rioters in 1780. It
rose out of the ruins of the star-chamber, in Charles the Second's reign. From that time it became a place of confinement
for debtors, and for such as were liable to be committed for
contempt of either of the three courts, of chancery, of exchequer, and of common pleas.
The entrance to this prison is by a passage immediately into
a court, which runs the whole length of the place on one side,
and is bounded by a high wall on the other, ending in a chevaux de frise. Passing through the lobby, you enter another
court, which also runs the whole length of the prison, which
is sixty yards long,and surrounded also by lofty walls. In this
court the prisoners amuse themselves with tennis, skittles, and
fives. Itis all one building, but consists of four divisions of
equal length ; first, the cellar-floor, or, as it is called, Bartholomew-fair, into which there is a descent of several stone
steps, as ifinto a cellar : here are the kitchen, wine, and beer
cellars, and also fourteen apartments for prisoners, which have
a dungeon-like appearance in the passage, but have outlets
into the large court. The first floor is ascended by stone
steps, and contains two tap-rooms, fourteen rooms for prisoners,
and the chapel : the second floor consists of a coffee-room,
and twenty-two rooms for prisoners j the third, of twentyseven rooms in this division is the infirmary : the fourth
x x 2
floor
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floor contains twenty-seven rooms. These four floors are called
galleries, having passages which run the whole length of the
building. The measure of the rooms is fourteen feet and a half
by twelve feet and a half; some of the top rooms are more.
The two first floors are let to master-side debtors, at is. 3d. a
week : the prisoners find their own bedding. Part of the south
wingis appropriated to common-side debtors.
In the first court is hung up the notice from the Thatchedhouse tavern, as in other prisons for debtors, intimating that
debtors may send their children to school gratis. Those who
are so poor as to be unable to subsist without charity are entitled to the charities that are sent, and to the money collected
at the grate: they must swear, however, that they are not
worthsive pounds.
The number of prisoners in the Fleet is usually between
two and three hundred; and in the rules from fifty to a hundred. There is no prison allowance here, but there are
various donations from the courts of exchequer, chancery,
and common pleas, from the different companies of London,
and from private individuals.
It was formerly the custom for people to marry in the fleet,
and the marriages were binding ;but this practice has ceased
long since.
Mr. Howard, who went over the prisons in London several
times, complains uniformly and heavily of the abuses in the
Fleet, both in his State ofthe Prisons in England and Wales, and
in his Account of the principal Lazarettos in Europe ;but Mr.
Nield, who has followed Mr. Howard in this department, ob"
serves that the government of the Fleet has undergone several
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ral alterations since the late Mr. Howard's visit in April, 1776.
The tapster is not permitted to rent the tap, nor to hold any
rooms in prison to let out to hire, but is merely a servant of
the warden, dismissable at his pleasure."

THE SAVOY.

The Savoy is in a court in the Strand, into which you de-?
seend by two flights of steps. The buildings belonging to this
place are extensive, and run at the back of Somerset-house,
nearly down to the Thames. Some years ago they were barracks for the soldiers, but are now very ruinous, and mostly
uninhabited. There is in the Savoy court a stone chapel, but
the prisoners have worship in the gaol.
The place of confinement is a military prison, principally for
deserters ;but impressed men, convict soldiers before transportation, and offenders from the guards, are sometimes lodged
here. Deserters are kept here previously to their being sent to
their regiments for correction.
At the entrance and over the gate sentries keep guard. The
court, which is of a moderate size, is not paved. The surroundingbuilding is lofty but irregular, ending in a chevaux
de frise. There are two rooms in which the king's guards are
kept when guilty of small offences, called the Guard-rooms.
There are two rooms also in the court, of different dimensions,
called Halls, neither of them large, and both of them damp
and unhealthy: at the end are barrack bedsteads. There are
five or six other rooms not so forbidding as these, beside the

cockpit,
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cockpit, black hole, and condemned hole. The gaoler's house
is over the gate.
The prisoners were a few years ago allowed only four pence
a day;their allowance is now increased, and they can mess together. When confined to the black hole they have nothing
but bread and water. This gaol was some years ago in a
most filthy and unhealthy condition, and the prisoners were
in consequence very subject to the gaol distemper. The rooms
are now whitewashed once a quarter, and the place is far more
healthy.
THE MARSHALSEA.

The Marshalsea is of great antiquity, though the precise
period when it originated is uncertain ;probably as far back,
says Stowe, as 1376. It was removable formerly: this removal was at the will of the marshal. Itis now called the prison of the Court of Marshalsea, and of the King's Palace
Court of Westminster. Here are committed persons arrested
for very small debts, within twelve miles of the palace of St.
James's, though not in the city of London. Thehead ofit is
themarshal of the king's household, who appoints a substitute,
with a salary of sixty pounds per annum.
This gaol is up a court near St. George's church, in the
Borough. Itconsists of different divisions of buildings, but
all, as well as the gaoler's house, are very old and very ruinous :
part of it has the appearance of having been formerly an inn.
" The
"
premises," says Mr. Howard, belong to four landlords, andMrs. Marsom, the widow of the late deputy marshal,
has
4
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has them on a long lease, at ioil. rent: she lets some small
rooms to the prisoners at three shillings a week, and other
rooms to persons who are not prisoners." Theprice of rooms,
however, with a bed varies : some persons pay one shilling and
nine pence, others, where even two lie together in the same
bed, pay three shillings and six pence a week. The common
rule, according to the table of fees, is four pence for the first
night, three pence every night after the first ;and if two lie in
a bed, two pence each. But people who are brought here are
often the poorest of the poor, committed for only a few shillings, and lie where they can, without any bed ;and there is
no allowance. The court, it must be acknowledged, is large ;
but the rooms are dirty and unhealthy. There is no pump
in the court ; no distinct court for the women ; no infirmary : yet, after all, lodging here must be less unhealthy
than in the debtors side in Newgate; for the air is not so entirely choaked up : but the sooner this noisome place could be
removed, for one more commodious, the better. The cruelty,
and even injustice, of confiningprisoners long for small debts,
according to the present process, may be illustrated every day
by a walk in this prison. There are sixty rooms in all ; four
only are for common-side debtors, and four for the women.
There being no allowance, the prisoners, if they cannot support themselves, have nothing to look to but their groats,
which they often cannot, and indeed seldom can, procure. The
common-side debtors, it is true, are assisted by several charities and legacies, particularly by that left by a Mr. Allnot,
formerly a prisoner in the Marshalsea, who had an estate
left him while in prison, and very considerately bequeathed
100L
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iool. a year for discharging debtors from this prison, whose
debts in the whole, or when reduced by composition, did not
exceed four pounds.
THE KING'S BENCH.

The King's Bench, as a place of confinement, is of very re-'
mote, though uncertain, antiquity. According to Stow, the
courts both of King's Bench and Chanceryhad been frequently
removed from London to other places, and their gaols were
consequently unstationary. These removals ofthe King's Bench
he traces as far back as 1304. In 1392 they were removed from
London to York, and soon afterward back again from York to
London. The King's Bench is now stationary.
This prison, as far back as the reign of Elizabeth, was dependent on the crown; the marshal being responsible to the
sovereign for the rent. The office was then hereditary in one
family; but in George the Second's reign a bill passed to empower the king to purchase the appointment, which cost 10,5001.
The marshal, therefore, being now an officerunder government,
is appointed by the chief justice and the other justices of the
court of King's Bench, and removable by them for mal-administration. A salary is paid by government, whichis greatly augmented by fees from prisoners,and other emoluments. It would
be difficult to state them accurately, but the whole amount, according to an account sent to Mr. Nield, is said to be between
seven and eight thousand pounds. Out of this vast product,
however, it should be noticed, are paid the warden and turnkey, and the prison is kept in repair. An anecdote related of
Lord
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Lord Mansfield, when chief justice, may here be recollected
by many. Sitting in Westminster-hall, when a question concerning the fees of the marshal was under consideration, he
"
made this declaration in open court :
Please to observe that
Ihave nothing to do with the tap."
The King's Bench is in Saint George's fields, at the top of
Blackman-street, Southwark. The situation is healthy, and the
space which it occupies very extensive ;within which are four
pumps of spring and river water. The rooms in all are 224,
which measure each about 15 or 16 feet by 12 or 13 : of these
eight are state-rooms, much larger than the rest, and more
commodious. These eight are hired each at 2s. 6d. a week ;
the others at a shilling each : but when the prison is full,
which is often the case, the prisoners let their rooms for 5s.
a week, or more, to new comers, as they do in the Fleet, when
they are obliged to accommodate themselves on the benches in
the tap-room, or as they can : sometimes they are obliged to
sleep two in a room.
Beside these, in a small court-yard there are three genteel
houses, one of which is the dwelling-house of the marshal,
another the residence of the clerk of the papers, and the third
for prisoners of state. People occupying these apartments
pay half a guinea a week ;and there are some genteel rooms
near the lobby that are occasionally let at five guineas a week.
There are within the walls two tap-rooms, three coffee-rooms,
and one wine-room. One of the coffee-rooms is let at 105I.
a year. The court is the whole length of the brick building,
which is about 130 yards ;the breadth of the court is 40 yards,
including a parade, on which the prisoners walk, and the space
y v
to
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walls, where they play at fives, rackets, mississippi, and
other sports. The chapel is in the centre of this brick building. A baker's shop and a butcher's, green-stalls, fish-stalls,
and chandler's shop, give this place the appearance of a public
market, and the gaiety of people constantly at play that of a
fair. In short, you might be tempted to forget that you were
in a prison, did you not recollect that you were admitted by a
turnkey; and were you not reminded, on passing the lobby, by
a person soliciting you to remember the poor prisoners. The
wallwhichsurrounds the King's Bench is about 30 feet high, and
ends in a chevaux de frise ;but the liberties or rules, as they are
called, comprehend all Saint George's fields, one sideofBlackmanstreet, and part ofthe BoroughHigh-street, extending about three
miles round the prison. These rules are purchaseable after the
following rate : ten guineas for the first hundred pounds, and
about half that sum for every hundred pounds afterward. Day
rules, of whichthree may be obtained inevery term, may be purchased for 4s. 2d. the first day, and 3s. 1od. for the rest. Each also
must give good security to the marshal. Those who buy the
rules may take up their residence any wherewithin them. The
day rules only authorize the prisoner to go out on those days
for which they are bought.
A person conversant with the inhabitants of the King's
Bench would be in possession of a most curious and interesting medley of adventures. Here are people of all ranks, of
all professions, and of all characters ; men of fashion, who
have expended their incomes ;coxcombs, reduced to beggary
by aping their superiors ;speculative men, whose minds have
outrun their means ;and honest men reduced by misfortune :
some
to the
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some borne down by the severity of the times; some betrayed
by their own simplicity; and others entrapped by artifice and
villainy. Here may be seen many living in extravagance
on the property of their creditors, and many more ground to
powder by their merciless oppressors. No where are more
forcibly exhibited the injustice and inadequacy of our laws for
debt, too lenient to some ; too oppressive to others ; too liable
to be objected to by all; allowing too many evasions for the
security of the creditor, and bearing too hard on the liberty
of the debtor.
TOTHIL-FIELDS BRIDEWELL.

ThisBridewell is situated almost at the extremity of the west
end of the town, and has been used as a workhouse for the poor,
and place of labour for the idle, ever since 1655, as appears by
the inscription over the gateway.
It is now a prison of a general character, that is, for the
reception of offenders of almost every description ; felons,
vagrants, people guilty of assaults and bastardies, and debtors
from the court of conscience.
The court of conscience originated in the common council
of London in 15 18, and its powers were confirmed by parliament in 1605. The rules, customs, and fees for prisoners committed from this court are different in different parts of the
country. The term of confinement is sometimes fixed for
forty days ; but the fees and expenses attending the execution
and commitment are often more than three times the original
debt. A person imprisoned in Tothill-fields Bridewell, by
y y 2
commit-
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commitment from the court of conscience for 20s. is liberated
after a confinement of 20 days.
The debtors' court consists of one yard 30 feet by 20, a dayroom of 15 feet by 10, and a sleeping-room about the same
size. The debtors are allowed straw in sacking, barrack beds,
and two blankets. This allowance, however, is only in winter,
and even then does not extend to felons. Those who are furnished with a bed by the gaoler pay one shilling for the first
night, and six pence a night afterward. When two persons
sleep together, they pay 7s. a week. There is another dayroom for men, and several rooms for idle apprentices. The
men have also three night-rooms;and there is a comfortable
room in the first court, for coming into which a prisoner
pays five shillings. The cells are nine in number.
There is a garden in the middle of this prison, belonging to
the gaoler, whosehouse stands in a corner of the court opposite to you as you enter the prison. The women debtors' yard
is on the other side of this garden : they have a day-room nine
feet square, a sleeping-room of nearly the same size, and another for vagrant and disorderly women, with a yard before it.
A chaldron and a half of coals are allowed every year,
which are shared equally among the prisoners. The gaol fever
has been unknownhere for many years, and no prisoners have
escaped; which is a proof that, though this bridewell has not
lofty walls, it is nevertheless secure, and that the situation, as
indeed it appears to be, is healthful. But the manner in which
the women must be sometimes crowded in their sleeping rooms
is dreadful.
The
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The table of fees, and the table against the use of spirituous
liquors, are hung at the entrance of the gaol, in a place not
very conspicuous ; neither are they in a very legible condition :
and it is not unworthy of remark that these tables, and the
table of benefactions, in several of the prisons, are too dirty or
too distant to be read.

BRIDEWELL, IN BRIDGE STREET, BLACKFRIARS.

This place answers two purposes : it is a foundation for
youth, who are bound apprentices to different trades, under
what are called Arts-Masters, and a house of correction for
men and women. It was once a palace in the vicinity of St.
Bridget's well, but was appropriated to its present purpose, in
1552, by Edward VI. when he endowed the city hospitals, of
which Bridewellis one,
It is situated inBridge-street, Blackfriars, and gives the name
to Bridewell precinct, in the neighbourhood. The whole building forms a small square, consisting of the houses of the artsmasters, who are six in number; the prisons for men and
women ; the committee-room, and chapel. On the eastern
side a foundation for a new chapel is laid, the present, though
a pretty one, not only being in an awkward situation, but in a
ruinous condition. A few years ago a new place of confinement for men prisoners was built ; and this, it must be owned,
is a very considerable improvement.
The men's prison now is a good brick building on the
western side, consisting of thirty-six sleeping rooms, and seven
4
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other apartments. Every man has a room to himself, which
contains a bedstead with straw in a sacking, a blanket and coverlet. There is a small window in each room, which is always left
open in the day-time. The other rooms consist of workshops,
a sick room, which is a veiy comfortable apartment, and a
large room, in which idle apprentices are confined separate
from the other prisoners. In the working room are hemping
blocks, junk, oakum which the prisoners pick, and mills where
they grind corn. The taskmaster's apartments, and the women's
prison, which is separate from the men's, are on this western
side. On the south is a large room, where a committee of the
governors meet every week to examine the prisoners. This
house of correction has excellent regulations. It must not be
forgotten that a bath, where the prisoners are occasionally
washed, is in the cellar : but there is no yard, and that is the
great defect of Bridewell.
A very commendable alteration too has of late years been
introduced in the dress of the youths apprenticed to the artsmasters. A few years ago they wore amerry-andrew's kind ofuniform, a white hat, blue jacket with trowsers, and green stockings. This habit, by giving them a kind of notoriety, was far
from being favourable to decorum. It rather encouraged a
propensity to herd together in companies, and an ambition
still further to distinguish themselves by a forwardness in mischief, and all the vanity of impertinence : for a livery is often
mistaken by ignorance for anornament ;and what ought rather to
keep men humble, often inspires a vulgar boldness, and a presumption that exceeds even the ordinary follies of servitude and
dependence. These young men now dress like other people,
and
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and not being distinguishable from the generality of London
apprentices in their dress, do not differ from them in their
manners and conduct.
THE NEW PRISON, CLERKENWELL.

This place of confinement is called the New Prison, to
distinguish it from Clerkenwell Bridewell, which formerly
stood near it. The prisoners were removed from the latter
place on the erection of the Penitentiary-house in Cold Bathfields. We shall therefore only give an account here of Clerkenwell prison, Bridewell having been lately converted into grounds
where volunteers perform their exercise.
This building, then, was erected in 1775: it formerly received debtors, felons, and persons fined ; but there are now
no debtors here.
You enter it by three gates : between the first and second
there is a small court, with a room on the left hand, in
which there is a fire. Here prisoners who pay sive shillings a
week are admitted. Over the gate there are two rooms for
night charges, and one for which a guinea a week is paid.
The yard of the common side prisoners is on the right hand :
you descend to it by steps, as you do to the women's yard,
which is on the left. In the men's yard there is a shed, which
serves for a day-room.
The night-rooms compose a building on the right hand of
this court : they have barrack-beds, but no bedding is found.
Those who have beds pay 3s. 6d. a week. The principal rooms
are
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are irregular, 30 feet by 31 in some places, and 30 by 20 in
others. They have windows to the court, as well as backward,
with iron bars and shutters to supply the place of glass. On
the ground-floor is a room in which they used to chain the
refractory at full length to the floor, the chain passing through
three rings that are at proportionate distances on the ground,
and fastening outside of the door through a passage underneath. This is rarely used now, but the unruly have been
sometimes chained to the floor in this manner for two or three
days together.
The women prisoners' court, day-rooms and night-rooms,
are nearly on the same plan. At a distant part of the building
is a neat chapel, which was common to theNew Prison, andthe
Bridewell when it was standing.
The felons and persons fined have no distinct court here, as
they ought always to have. The allowance is the common
gaol allowance, a pound of bread a day. Mr. Howard, in his
account of the Prisons, published in 1784, observes that a
Mr. Wildman, a wholesale butcher, of Smithfield, used to
send the prisoners beef and bread every week; and in his
account of the Lazarettos in Europe, published in 1789, he
remarks that his widow continued the bounty. But it has
been now discontinued for some time, and the prisoners here
have at present few, if any, regular donations, and no legacies.

THE
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THE BOROUGH COMPTER.

This is a small prison in Tooley-street, applied to felons and
"debtors the latter usually are such as are committed from
the court of conscience it consists of two stories. Themale
and female debtors' apartments run into one another; but
when women are here which is not always a temporary door
of separation is put up. The rooms are long and narrow,
with barrack beds at the end; but no bedding is allowed.
"
Over the fireplace of the men is written, Garnish* two shillings." There are fireplaces in them, but they must be wretched
abodes when there are many prisoners : only three men inhabited them when this visit was paid. There are other rooms
for master-side debtors, who pay : the fee on coming out is
two shillings.
There are six cells for felons : each of them has a glazed
window : this sort of windows has been continued, very injudiciously, many years, for they are always broken. There is
also an aperture over the doors into the passage. The cells are
made of wood. In the court below there is a room for night
charges.
The allowance here is a twopenny loaf a day : there is an
additional allowance, viz. sixty-five penny loaves every eight
weeks, the gift of Mrs.Margaret Symcott. No firing is allowed.
This prison belongs to the Borough, and extends to sive
parishes.

—

—

—

—

* Garnish is entrance money that prisoners pay to their fellow-prisoners on their
admission.
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COLD BATH-FIELDS PENITENTIARY HOUSE.

The reader is now introduced into a prison which, as well
from its construction and rules, as from its having been made
the object of parliamentary inquiry and public attention, will
naturally excite his curiosity. A full investigation of this
Penitentiary House, and the several circumstances appertaining
to its history, would swell our discourse to a size too large for
this work. The expediency of employment as the means of reformation, the tendency of solitary confinement as a mode
of punishment, the characterizing of penitentiary houses as
distinguished from ordinary prisons ; these, and other subjects naturally connected with them, might profitably employ
our attention, and would furnish ample materials for separate
dissertations. But only hints can be dropped on these matters.

This house is constructed on the plan of the late Mr.
Howard. Having with great attention examined almost all
the prisons in the kingdom, and perceiving them injurious to
health, tending to spread infection where disease was introduced, and even to generate infectious disorders ; finding them
likewise to be receptacles for idleness, and nurseries for crimes;
contaminating abodes, from which prisoners generally came
out worse than they entered if indeed they were fortunate
enough to come out alive; observing these undeniable maladies,
this worthy man proposed a remedy, and, by the assistance of
parliament, has in a great measure succeeded. Whoever is at
all acquainted with the dreadful havoc which the gaol fever
alone used formerly to make in Newgate, and the other prisons

—
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in London, will not derogate from the praises of Mr. Howard ;
for even in prisons not constructed on his plan, nor regulated
according to his rules, much benefit followed his visits. But
this penitentiary house, with others in different parts of the
country, founded on the same plan, must be considered, both in
construction and discipline, as a real experiment made of Mr.
Howard's principles.
The building is situated in Cold Bath-fields, out of the confinement of a crowded city, as all prisons should undoubtedly be, and in a healthy situation. It cost the county of
Middlesex between 70 and 8o,oool. ;its yearly expenses are
about 7000I. It was first opened in 1794, at which time
the prisoners of Clerkenwell Bridewell were removed to this
place. It was at first designed only as a kind of bridewell, but
having suitable accommodations for various descriptions of
prisoners, it was applied to their different circumstances. It
must, however, be acknowledged that people have been sometimes confined here who were not deserving to be the inmates
either of bridewell or of a penitentiary house.
Penitentiary prisoners are properly persons who are guilty
of felonies which subject them to transportation or death, but
who are made to experience an exchange of punishment, by
being imprisoned for a limited time, and brought under a
course of discipline, which, it is supposed, may lead them to
repentance, and restore them to society better men than they
were when they came into the prison.
The PenitentiaryHouse in Cold Bath-fields is surrounded by
a wall of moderate height. You enter the prison through
three gates : on passing the first you come to the governor's
z z 2
house
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right hand, which stands in the middle ofa large

green yard ; and on the left you see the workshops, where you
hear the prisoners at work. Here you are reminded of the character of the house, which, different from most of the other
prisons in London, is a house of industry. Between the two
last gates there is a good room, where the prisoners, at proper
hours, from twelve till two, and with an order from a magistrate, which must always first be obtained, receive the visits
of their friends. From the last gate yougo into a yard, where
a building fronts you, consisting of the office in which the
business of the prison is transacted, and a committee-room,
from which you enter a chapel, the best of any prison chapel in
London. You proceed from this building through four turnstiles to different parts of the prison. On the right hand side
are the cells and yards of the men, with an infirmary at the
end; on the left the women's cells and yards, with their infirmary. The cells are twohundred and eighteen; each celleight
feet three inches long, and six feet three inches wide : six yards ;
each yard having also two rooms, of the size of two cells,
where two people are lodged. In the cells the penitentiary
prisoners are confined till they have finished their tasks, when
they are let into the yards at the back of their cells. Idle apprentices, who are sent here for a month or two, and employed
in picking oakum, experience a confinement altogether solitary, being never admitted into any of the yards. Each of the
cells is furnished with a straw sacking, blanket, and coverlet.
There are in each two openings for the admission of light, one
over the doors into the passages, the other over the beds, seven
feet from the floor. The latter is barred, and has a shutter.
The
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The floors of the cells are stone; the sides of brick, whitewashed.
There are several other rooms, some of which are used for a
wash-house, laundry, store-room, and male felons ;others for a
foul ward, female felons, and female vagrants. The largest of
these rooms is 22 feet by 20 in width ;the rest 20 feet by 13.
There is also a building, consisting of eight rooms : some
of these let for ios. 6d. a week. To this building belong two
yards. There are therefore eight yards in all, and some other
grounds, to whichthose guilty of small offences are occasionally
admitted. To these should be added a very large garden belonging to the governor, which nearly surrounds the prison.
The ill repute into which this house had fallen, in the years
1799 and 1800, occasioned it to receive from many the odious
title of the Bastille. This castle of French despotism consisted
of eight towers, and had every thing in its appearance and administration to awaken horror. After going through a long
avenue you passed over several draw-bridges ;and through several courts, all guarded by sentinels, you approached this dismal abode. Even in the avenue, though so distant, you were
not permitted to stop, nor to ask a question. Some of the dungeons were under ground ;and there were rooms so contrived
for restraint and torture, that the account of them, though it
has been well authenticated by a prisoner, would at this time
of day appear scarcely credible. The French Bastille was surrounded by a ditch one hundred and twenty feet wide, and by
a wall twenty feet high. The similarity then could not be
either in its structure or its appearance.
The resemblance supposed, must have consisted in the
following
4
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following circumstances : Persons have been sometimes confined in Cold Bath-fields prison without being brought to
trial ; they may have been subjected too much to the arbitrary

—

—

will of a governor; the solitary confinement which constituted a part of the discipline of this house was somewhat like
the ancient policy of the Bastille, which often debarred the
prisoners of intercourse with each other, deprived them of the
conversation of their friends while in confinement, and bound
them to a promise of secresy when liberated.
To discuss at large the nature and tendency of solitary confinement does not fall within the limits of this work. Prisoners of different ages, of different sexes, and charged with
different crimes, should unquestionably be kept separate by
day, and have separate apartments at night. But solitary confinement, considered as a plan for punishment and as the means
of reformation, appears to be the body of monkery without the
spirit : whileit subdues it hardens ;and has been found to generate inveteracy against mankind, insanity instead of repentance. These effects have been often produced on some minds.
Several of the prisoners in the old Bastille became insane ;and
it was very common for the monks of the order of la Trappe,
in Lower Normandy, who were enjoined perpetual silence, to
die raving mad. A discretional applicationof discipline would
answer all the purposes of punishment ;and if the ordinary
means of instruction cannot alter the principles, the prisoner
is beyond the influence of solitary confinement. At all events,
solitary confinement should not be applied to prisoners without
finding them employment, or unless they are refractory : and
such is the present discipline of this prison, except in the case
of
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of idle apprentices, who are kept constantly in their cells, as
hinted before, and employed in picking oakum.
With respect to the circumstances whichso much excited the
public attention, it is certain that this place had suffered several abuses before the interference of an honourable and worthy
man, Sir Francis Burdett, and the sensation which his account of this place made in the house of commons. It is clear,
also,from the report whichthe committee of this house made, in
1800, that abuses had crept into the government ofthe Cold
Bath Penitentiary House, that rules had been violated, and that
some dishonourable practices had been suffered. But these
abuses now appear to be rectified, and, we hope, will never be
repeated.
Convicts here have the usual prison allowance, of a pound
of bread a day : they also formerly were allowed an additional
two pence a day ;but that money is at present expended in
meat, and they have now six ounces of meat four days in the
week. The broth, with the assistance of rice and other vegetables, is made into soup, and serves them for dinner every
other day. The allowance for the prisoners, therefore, is better here than it is in any other prison in London. Persons
who are not convicts, however, have only the usual prison
allowance; but their friends are permitted to bring them
victuals every day at the appointed hours.
The penitentiaryprisoners, men and women, are furnished
with an uniform, at the expense of the county : the men with
a blue jacket and trowsers and yellow stockings; the women
with a blue jacket and blue petticoat. They have clean linen
every
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every week. Their earnings go to the county stock ; but a
small portion is given to the prisoners, when they are released
from prison, on their good behaviour.

These prisons are all that now exist in London. The gaol
in Whitechapel for debtors is at present both a lock-up and a
public-house, whichis a most improper junction. The Towerhamlets gaol, which formerly was in Wellclose-square, is
now in Bethnal-green, and is applied only to the soldiers
belonging to the Tower. St. Catharine's gaol also, which formerly served as a prison near Tower-wharf, is now empty, and,
indeed, has not been employed as a place of confinement for
some time.

CHAPTER

[
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CHAPTER IX.

ARCHITECTURE, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE BUILDINGS,
SQUARES, AND STATUES.

JL HE English

are said to have no taste for the fine arts ;
but nothing can be more false than such an accusation. Circumstances have certainly been unfavourable to them : their
religion, instead of encouraging, has almost prohibited painting and sculpture in the churches ; which are the great reservoirs and stimulators, not only of the arts but of music, in
catholic countries. The attention which the English have
paid to commerce has also greatly contributed, in past times,
to the neglect of such subjects : but that very attention appears to have secured the only means by which these things
receive a permanent and general protection. The finest private collections of pictures which have been formed, and the
greatest number of those collections, are allowed now to be in
England. Sculpture and music are supposed to be the furthest
behind in their progress ;but that England has possessed men
of
3a
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of genius cannot be denied, by those who recollect the names
and understand the works of Inigo Jones, Sir Christopher
Wren, Henry Purcel, Hogarth, Gainsborough, Wilson, and
Reynolds. England is beginning her career in most of the
arts ;but that beginning is so admirable that it inspires, in the
unprejudiced judge, the most enthusiastic predictions of the
future.
In poetry England may challenge both past and present ages
to equal her productions. Neither is it pretended that all the
great names, in the other branches of the fine arts, are here
cited : however, it is allowed that, not in numbers, but in the
high quality of genius, England can eminently vie with other
nations, though the latter may have been more favoured
apparently by circumstances.
How far domestic architecture, that is, the building of habitations with the highest degree of utility for men, among any
people, has been yet attained may well be questioned. The
marble palaces of Genoa may gratify vanity; but it may be
justly doubted whether marble palaces, or any buildings of
great durability, ought to be reared for such purposes : it supposes that the most convenient mode of erecting them has been
discovered ; which the man who deeply considers will not venture to affirm. For real convenience, the domestic architecture of England, and especially of London, may challenge that
of any nation : and convenience is certainly the most desirable
object, and the true criterion.
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ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL.

The chief ornament of London is the cathedral church ol
St. Paul, which stands in the centre of the metropolis, on an
eminence situated between Cheapside on the east and Ludgatestreet on the west.
The body of this church is in the form of a cross. Over
the space where the lines of that figure intersect each other
rises a stately dome, from the top of which springs a lantern
adorned with Corinthian columns, and surrounded at its base
by a balcony : on the lantern rests a gilded ball, and on that
a cross (gilded also) which crowns the ornaments of this part
of the edifice.
The length of this church, including the portico, is 500
feet ;the breadth 250 ;the height, to the top of the cross, 340 ;
the exterior diameter of the dome 145; and the entire circumference of the building 2292 feet. A dwarf stone wall, supporting a most beautiful balustrade of cast iron, surrounds
the church, and separates a large area, which is properly the
church-yard, from a spacious carriage way on the south side,
and a broad convenient foot pavement on the north.
The dimensions of this cathedral are thus veiy great ;but
the quantity of ground the architect chose to cover is not that
by which it is chiefly distinguished, since the grandeur of the
design, and the beauty and elegance of its proportions, very
justly rank this church among the noblest edifices of the modern world.
The church is adorned with three porticos ;one at the principal
3a2
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cipal entrance, facing the west, and running parallel with the
opening of Ludgate-street ;and the other two facing the north
and south, at the extremities of the cross aisle, and corresponding in their architecture. These fine ornaments, whether considered separately, or as they afford variety and relief to the
form of the edifice, deserve to be peculiarly regarded. The
western portico, perhaps, combines as much grace and magnificence as any specimen of the kind in the world. It consists of
twelve lofty Corinthian columns below, and eight composite
above, supporting a grand pediment ;the whole resting on an
elevated base, the ascent to which is by a flight of twenty-two
square steps of black marble, running the entire length of the
portico. The portico at the northern entrance consists of a
dome, supported by six Corinthian columns, with an ascent of
twelve circular steps of black marble. The opposite portico is
similar, except that the ascent consists of twenty-five steps, the
ground on that side being in this proportion lower. The great
dome is ornamented with thirty-two columns below, and a
range of pilasters above. At the eastern extremity of the
church, is a circular projection forming a recess within for the
communion-table. The walls are wrought in rustic, and
strengthened and ornamented by two rows of coupledpilasters,
one above the other ; the lower being Corinthian, and the other
composite. The northern and southern sides have an air of
uncommon elegance. The corners of the western front are
crowned with turrets of an airy and light form : but these we
have purposely left to be spoken of last, because they do not
correspond with the general style of this fine structure. Other
objections may be justly formed against detached portions of
the
3
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the architecture. The successive dome, lantern, ball, and
cross, have no relation to each other; nor have the three
uppermost any connection with the general character of the
building. But it is due, from every compiler of a description
of London to Sir Christopher Wren, the great architect of
this noble edifice, to say that, had his fine taste and exalted
genius been uncontrolled in forming the plan, this capital
would have boasted of a more pure structure than even the
present cathedral. Sir Christopher Wren invented three successive plans for this work ;the first of which, the favourite
of himself, was rejected by ignorance and superstition, for its
too near approach to the sublimity of the Grecian temples.
Fortunately for the architect's fame, the model (by Sir Christopher Wren) of that plan is preserved, and is to be seen at
the cathedral. And, after all, the metropolis of England may
deem herself happy in possessing a cathedral so little debased
with Gothic corruptions, in its architecture, as is this beautiful
pile.
. The inside of St. Paul's is so far from corresponding in
beauty, with its exterior, that it is almost entirely destitute
of decoration. The interior part of the dome is painted by
Sir James Thornhill, a contemporary with the architect, who
was but ill-qualified to run a kindred course with him. An
attempt has, of late years, been made to relieve the sullen
style of the inside, by the ornament of statues erected to
great men ;and the plan deserves high praise as departing
from the taste for monumental architecture. Two statues and
two monuments are placed in St. Paul's, in proper situations,
and on a plan of general propriety.
The
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The former are plain full length figures, on marble pedestals, with appropriate inscriptions, in honour of Dr. Samuel
Johnson, and the celebrated Howard. They are both by
the late Mr. Bacon. The latter have been erected to the
memory of Captains Burgess and Faulkner, who fell in the
war of 1794, gloriously fighting in their country's cause. That
erected in honour of Captain Burgess consists of a full
length figure of the captain, to whom Victory is presenting
a sword.
In the other the hero is supported by Neptune, while Victory is placing on his head a crown of laurel. This is the
workmanship of Rossi ; the former was done by Banks : both
are highly finished productions, and worthy the deeds they are
intended to commemorate. These form the beginning of an
excellent scheme of decoration, and are well opposed to that
wilderness of monuments, through which the embarrassed
spectator wanders in Westminster-abbey.
In this part of the cathedral, the spectator will be struck
with the appearance of a number of tattered flags, the trophies of British valour. Those over the aisle leading from
the western door were taken in part during the American
war, and the rest by the duke of York, at Valenciennes ;those
on both sides, near the north door, were captured from the
French by Lord Howe, on the ist of June, 1794: opposite
to these, on the right, are the flags taken from the Spaniards
by Lord Nelson ;and on the left are those taken by Lord
Duncan from the Dutch. Whether wisdom and virtue will
continue to display mementos of the pernicious animosities
of nations, which are their most dreadful scourge, their master
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vice, in temples solemnly dedicated to a benignantDeity,
the God of Peace, futurity must determine.
Even the architecture of the inside of St. Paul's gives no
satisfaction, either in the entire design, or in any of the proportions. There is no spot beneath the roof at which the
spectator comprehends the whole. Yet we must not condemn
the genius of the great master of this work. We know something of the difficulties he had to encounter, in rearing this
building, as much upon his own noble conceptions as it now
is; but we do not know the whole history of the ignorance
he had to oppose. The internal part of his model is as
beautiful in its construction, as the inside of this cathedral is
clumsy.
The entire pavement, up to the altar, is of marble, chiefly
consisting of square slabs, alternately black and white ;and is
very justly admired. The floor of the altar is of the same
kind of marble, mingled with porphyry. The altar has no
other beauty ; for, though it is ornamented with four fluted
pilasters, which are very noble in their form, they are merely
painted and veined with gold, in imitation of lapis lazuli.
Eight Corinthian columns, of black and white marble, of exquisite beauty, support the organ gallery. The screen that
encloses the choir is poor in itself, and forms an absurdity, by
its Gothic architecture, in the midst of the Grecian style of
the stone-work. The reader's desk is a fine example of its
kind ;it is composed of an eagle with expanded wings, standing, surrounded with rails, which are of brass and gilt. But
there seems little propriety in such kind of reading desks. If
the imagination be lively, the spectator may suppose the eagle,
with
ter
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with outspread wings and seemingly alive, will fly away
with the holy prayer-book, and leave the clergyman and congregation in surprise and distress. This is a fine example of
what is nearly sublime, but effectually absurd. The rails, with
the gates that divide the choir and the aisle on each side from
the western part of the church, are of iron, and are curious
in their workmanship, as also are the rails which enclose the
front of the altar.
This cathedral was built at the national expense, and cost
736,752b 2s. 3|d. exclusive of the iron balustrade on the wall
surrounding the space that is properly the church-yard, which,
withits seven iron gates, weigh two hundred tons, and eightyone pounds, and cost 11,202b os. 6d. This immense edifice
was reared in thirty-five years, the first stone being laid on the
2ist of June, 1675, and the building completed in 17 10, exclusive of some of the decorations which were not finished till
1723. The highest stone of the lantern was laid by Mr.
Christopher Wren, son of the architect, in 1710. St. Peter's
at Rome was one hundred and thirty-five years in building; a
succession of twelve architects being employed on the work,
under a succession of nineteen popes. St. Paul's was built by
one architect, Sir Christopher Wren ; and one mason, Mr.
Strong ; while one prelate, Dr. Henry Compton, filled the
see.

Notwithstanding its defects and blemishes, it justly holds a
place in the highest rank of works of art ;and is unquestionably the production of a sublime imagination, equally daring,
cultivated, and refined. There is a remarkable and sine property, which this church possesses in an eminent degree : that
of
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of being superlativelypicturesque. It is the noblest ornament
of the justly proud city of London. In every direction, it
towers and predominates : nor can it be concealed, except the
passenger be immediately under some house or in some narrow
street; by which means men must hide even the lofty mountains of the Alps, or the cordilleras of Peru. Indeed, St.
Paul's church is the delight and the pride of man : it is a visible demonstration of the grandeur of his powers.
CURIOSITIES OF ST. PAULS.

St. Paul's is open for divine service, three times every day
in the year at six o'clock in the morning;a quarter before
ten in the forenoon ;and a quarter after three in the afternoon. At all other times the doors are shut, and no persons
admitted but such as are willing to pay for seeing the church
and its curiosities. Strangers will sind admittance by knocking
at the northern portico. A person is ready within to pass the
visitor to the staircase leading to the curiosities.
ist. TheLibrary is the first object to be seen in the ascent. It
is a handsome room, about fifty feet by forty, having shelves of
books to the top, with a gallery running along the sides. The
floor is of oak, consisting of two thousand three hundred and
seventy-six small square pieces, and is not only curious for its
being inlaid, without a nail or peg to fasten the parts, but is
extremely neat in the workmanship, and very beautiful in its
appearance. The collection of books is neither large nor very
valuable. The principal things, pointed out to a stranger, are
several carved stone pillars ; some Latin manuscripts, beauti-

—
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fully written by monks, eight hundred years ago; and an English manuscript illuminated, containing rules for the government of a convent, written in Old English about five hundred
years since; but this and the others are in very fine preservation. The portrait of Dr. Henry Compton, who silled the
see during the whole time of building the cathedral, and who
fitted up this library at his own expense, and gave it to the
church, is placed over the fireplace, and has not only some
merit in the painting but fills the mind with pleasure from the
above circumstances. The minor canons, and other ecclesiastical officers of the cathedral, have access to these books,
and may borrow any of them under certain restrictions.
2. The Model, formed by Sir Christopher Wren's order, from
his first design for this cathedral, is that which no man of
taste will behold without indescribable emotions, both for its
own exquisite beauty, and for its being the favourite design
of the great architect. A common mistake, which ought to be
particularly pointed out, is, that Sir Christopher Wren took
this design from St. Peter's at Rome. The plan was the invention ofhis own genius, working with the noble productions
of other great men in his eye ;but using these only as part of
his materials, and confiding in his own creative mind for the
effect he was ambitious to produce. The model is of one story
only, and much more simple in all other respects than the cathedral. For that elegance which results from the difficult union
of simplicity and variety it is most conspicuous. The wonderful power of the architect is discovered by the joint contemplation of this model, and of the church ;the latter for departing as it does from the purity of his first conception, to meet
thc
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the vulgar notions of superstition, yet presenting a masterpiece of the art of another kind. It is said, he was subject to
a committee of twelve churchmen ; who took every care which
their knowledge and taste supplied, that the architect should
conform to the orthodox method, by the example of which
such edifices had been sanctioned. Still is it greatly to be lamented that his first model was not preferred to that from
which the church is built. Here is also a model of .an altarpiece taken from St. Peter's at Rome, which the architect
intended for this cathedral, had his own plan been followed.
3. The Clockwork and Great Bell are to be seen for two pence.
The former is curious, both for the magnitude of itswheels and
other parts, and the very great acccuracy and fineness of
its workmanship. The length of the pendulum is fourteen
feet, and at the extremity it is one hundred weight*.
4. The Great Bell, in the southern tower, weighs 11,4701b.
The hammer of the clock strikes the hours on this bell, which
may be heard at a great distance, and is uncommonly fine in
its tone. The great bell is never tolled but on the death of
the king, queen, or some of the royal family; or for the
bishop of London; or for the dean of St. Paul's; and, when
tolled, the clapper is moved, and not the bell.

* We recommend strangers, if possible, to visit this partof the cathedral between
the hours of twelve and one, as at that time the man who superintends the clock,
to wind it up, will be on thc spot to afford any assistance, and give the proper explanations. The spectator will do well to take a survey of the streets from this
place, before he ascend to the upper galleries.

3 B2
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5. The Whispering Gallery is a very great curiosity. It is one
hundred and forty yards in circumference. A stone seat runs
round the gallery along the foot of the wall. On the side directly opposite the door by which the visitor enters, several
yards of the seat are covered with matting, on which the visitor
being seated the man who shows the gallery whispers, withhis
mouth close to the wall, near the door, at the distance of a
hundred and forty feet from the visitor, who hears his words
in a loud voice, seemingly at his ear. The mere shutting of
the door produces a sound, to those on the opposite seat, like
violent claps of thunder. The effect is not so perfect if the
visitor sit down half way between the door and the matted
seat; and still less so ifhe stand near the man who speaks, but
on the other side of the door.
The marble pavement of the church is extremely beautiful,
seen from this gallery. The painting on the inner side of the
dome (by Sir James Thornhill) is viewed with most advantage
here. The subjects are the principal passages in St. Paul's life,
treated in eight compartments : 1. His conversion ;2. Punishing Elymas the sorcerer with blindness; 3. Curing the poor
cripple at Lystra, and the worship paid him by the priests of
Jupiter, as a god; 4. Conversion of the jailor; 5. Preaching at
Ephesus ;6. The burning of the magic books, in consequence
of the miracles he wrought there ;7. Trial before Agrippa;
8. His shipwreck on the island of Melita (Malta), with the
miracle of the viper.
These paintings are now going to decay ;but, as they may
be replaced by something infinitely more valuable, it is not
greatly to be lamented. The inside of this dome affords an
I
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incomparable place, and occasion, for the commencement of a
plan of decorating our churches with paintings by the best
artists, which ought immediately to be embraced.
An iron balustrade, running round the inner circle of the
gallery, screens the wall, from the floor of the gallery to the
painted pilasters, from the view of a spectator below. But
that part of the wall is seen in the gallery, and is not only
unornamented but in a very dirty and unseemly condition.
6. The Ball is remarkable for itsheight and size. The ascent
is attended with some difficulty, and is encountered by few;
yet, both the ball and passage to it well deserve the labour.
The diameter of the interior of the ball is six feet two inches,
and it will contain twelve persons.
The prospect from every part of the ascent to the top of
St. Paul's, wherever an opening presents itself, is extremely curious. Perhaps the effect is most complete from the gallery
surrounding the foot of the lantern. The metropolis, from
that spot, has a kind of mimic appearance, like the objects in
a puppet-show. The streets, the pavement, the carriages, and
foot passengers, have all the appearance of fairy ground and
fairy scenery. The spectator, contemplating the bustle of the
diminutive throng below, is removed a little out of the sphere
ofhis usual sympathy withthem ;and, as if they were emmets,
" in what are those little, conseasks himself involuntarily
quential, eager animals engaged ?"
The form of the metropolis, and the adjacent country, is
most perfectly seen from the gallery at the foot of the lantern,
on a bright summer day. The ascent to this gallery is by sive
hundred and thirty-four steps, of which two hundred and sixty
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the bottom are extremely easy ; those above difficult,
and in some parts dark and unpleasant. In the ascent to this
gallery may be seen the brick cone which supports the lantern,
with its ball and cross ;the outer dome being turned on the
outside of the cone, and the inner dome on the inside. The
entire contrivance to produce the effect within the church, and
on the outside, intended by the architect, is extremely fine and
marvellous. From the pavement of the church, the interior
dome appears one uninterrupted dome to the upper extremity ;
but it consists, in fact, of two parts, the lower and principal
dome having a large circular aperture at the top, through which
is seen a small dome, that appears part ofthe great and lower
dome, though entirely separated from it, being turned also
within the cone, but considerably above it. The timber-work,
which strengthens at once the outer dome and the cone within
it, is an object that the stranger will do well to inspect. In a
word, for the cost of four pence, which admits the visitor to the
highest gallery, hours may be passed in the contemplation of
many curious and pleasing objects.
nearest

WESTMINSTER ABBEY; OR, ST. PETER'S COLLEGIATE CHURCH.

Thisedifice is usually called Westminster-abbey, which name
it derives from its situation in the western part of the town,
and its original destination as the church of a monastery. At
what time the monastery was founded is not known. Edward
the Confessor rebuilt the church in 1065 ; and, by Pope Nicholas II. it was constituted a place of inauguration of the kings
of
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of England. Themonastery was surrendered by the abbot and
monks to Henry VIII. who at firstconverted the establishment
into a college of secular canons, under the government of a
dean, and afterward into a cathedral, of which the county of
Middlesex (with the exception ofthe parish of Fulham, belonging to the bishop of London) was the see. Edward VI. dissolved the see, and restored the college, which was converted
by Mary into its original establishment of an abbey. Elizabeth
dissolved that institution in 1560, and founded the present
establishment, which is a college, consisting of a dean, twelve
secular canons, and thirty petty canons, to which is attached a
school of forty boys, denominated the Queen's, or King's,
Scholars, with a master and usher; and also twelve alms-men,
an organist, and choristers.
That the institution of the school is very ancient, is proved
by Ingulphus, abbot of Crowland, who speaks of his being
educated at Westminster-school, in the time of Edward the
Confessor. It is probable the school was founded about the
same time with the abbey.
The present church was built by Henry III. andhis successor,
with the exception of the two towers at the western entrance,
which are the work of Sir Christopher Wren. The length of
this church is three hundred and sixty feet ;the breadth ofthe
nave is seventy-two feet ;and the length of the cross aisle
a hundred and ninety-five feet. If wholly disencumberedof the
buildings which on the south and east are attached to it, the
outside of this edifice would present a noble aspect; yet it
cannot be called, beautiful, even according to a Gothic style,
being wholly devoid of that unrivalled lightness by which many
stupendous
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distinguished. The great
gate on the northern side has been praised with a little extravastupendous Gothic

structures are

gance. This entrance has a very good effect, but falls short of
the degree of magnificence and beauty ascribed to it.
The interior architecture of this church it is almost impossible to extol too highly, as a specimen of the excellencies of
Gothic art. It is in the usual form, of a long cross ;and, at
the western entrance, where the entire plan is embraced at once,
the spectator's mind is wholly filled with that wonder which,
we believe, always results from the contemplation of the best
Gothic piles.
The roof of the nave of this church, and of the cross aisle,
is supported by two rows of arches, one above the other, each
of the pillars of which is a union of one ponderous round pillar, and four of similar form, but extremely slender. These
aisles being very lofty, and one of the small pillars continued
throughout, from the base of the roof, they create sensations
that are uncommonly grand and awful. There are two
side aisles lower than the nave, in a just proportion, and which
certainly unite, with the other parts of the edifice, to produce
a very harmonious effect.
The choir is one of the most beautiful in Europe. It is divided from the western part of the great aisle by a pair of
noble iron gates, and terminates at the east by an elegant altar
of white marble *. On the north and south it is enclosed by

*

The altar is, however, of Grecian architecture,
place.
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handsome stalls, in the Gothic style. The floor is of marble
flags, alternately black and white. The altar is enclosed with
a very fine balustrade, and in the centre of its floor is a large
square, of most curious Mosaic work, of porphyry, and other
stones of various colours. The entire roof of the choir is ornamented with small white tiles, and is divided into compartments, bordered with gilt carved work *.
In this choir is performed the ceremony of crowning the
kings and queens of England.
The beauty of the interior of this church is, however, defaced by a crowd of monuments. Monumental architecture
never can be made a becoming decoration to a church; though
it might, with a skilful arrangement of the tombs, form an
interesting, and perhaps a beautiful, spectacle, in an open
space. In a large edifice, monuments are little pieces of mimic
architecture, mocked by the dimensions of the surrounding
pile ;and, being placed against the walls, not as tablets and
appendages, but as independent and rival productions of architecture, they interrupt, distract, and offend the eye, when the
spectator is endeavouring to comprehend the whole plan ofthe
interior of the building. In some places, the light and charac-

* On the

9th of July, 1803, the roof of the tower in the centre, over the
choir, was discovered to be on fire, through the unpardonable negligence of some
plumbers employed in repairing the roof. Before effectual assistance could be procured, the whole of that part of the roof was in flames, and shortly after it fell in,
doing considerable damage to the choir, stalls, pews, &c. ; but fortunately no
material injury was done to the other parts of the building, or to any of the
monuments.
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teristic arches of this building are blocked up with walls, to
serve as a back-ground to monuments ; and the entireness of
the original plan of the church is broken by these obtruders.
A few, notwithstanding,are to be spoken of with some degree
of praise. *The best are the productions of Roubilliac and
Bacon. The mechanical execution of the former artist is accurate and spirited, but his designs are not always suited to
the occasion. The monument erected to the memory of Mrs.
Nightingale (by Roubilliac) almost looks like an attempt to
ridicule these memorials of the dead.
At the southern extremity of the cross aisle are erected monuments to the memory of several of our eminent poets. This
interesting spot is called Poets' Corner ;and never could place
be named with more propriety, for here are to be found the
names of Chaucer, Spencer, Shakespeare, Jonson, Milton,
Dryden, Butler, Thomson, Gay, Goldsmith, and other poets.
Here also, as if this spot were dedicated to genius ofthe highest
rank, are the tombs of Handel and Garrick.
In the south aisle, some of the more remarkable monuments
are those of Dr. Watts, W. Hargrave, esq. Captain James
Cornwall, and others. At the west end ofthe abbey are those of
Sir Godfrey Kneller, Dr. Mead, Sir Charles Wager, and Earl
Chatham. On the north side of the entrance into the
choir, is the monument for Sir Isaac Newton, and not far
from it is that for Earl Stanhope.

Edward
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Edward the Confessor's Chapel.

Immediately behind the altar of the church stands a chapel,
dedicated to Edward the Confessor, upon an elevated floor, to
which there is a flight of steps on the northern side. The
shrine of the Confessor, which stands in the centre, was erected by Henry III. and was curiously ornamented with Mosaic
work of coloured stones. At present few of the stones remain; visitors deficient in delicacy having forced off and
taken away the greater part. Within the shrineis a chest containing the ashes of the Confessor.
The tomb of Henry III.is in the same chapel. Ithas large
pannels of polished porphyry, enclosed with Mosaic work of
scarlet and gold. The table, on which lies the king's effigy in
brass, is supported by four twisted pillars, enamelled and gilt.
This tomb, which is a fine specimen of its kind, is almost entire on the side next the area.
This chapel contains also the tombs of Edward I. and Edward III.
In the Confessor's chapel are kept the chairs in which the
kings and queens of England are crowned. In one is enclosed,
forming its seat, the stone on which the kings of Scotland used
to be crowned, and which was brought from Scone, in Scotland,
by Edward I.
Chapel ofHenry the Fifth.

This chapel is on the same floor with that of the Confessor,
from which it is parted by a screen of stone, with an iron gate,
on
3c 2
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side of which are images as large as life. Within is
the tomb of Henry V. on which is to be seen the headless
effigy of that prince; the head, which was of beaten silver, together with the sceptre and ball, of the same materials, having
been long since stolen. This chapel and tomb are very beautiful.
on each

Nine Chapels, dedicated to various Saints.

Round these two chapels, separated from them by an area, are
nine more, dedicated respectively to St. Benedict, St. Edmund,
St. Nicholas, St. Paul, St. Erasmus, St. John the Baptist,St. John
the Evangelist, St. Michael, and St. Andrew *, in which are a
variety of tombserected to the memory of distinguished persons.
In the area, opposite to the chapel of St. Benedict, is an
old monument of wood, erected to the memory of Sebert,
king of the East Saxons, who built the first church on this
site.
The whole of the chapels we have named are under the
roof of Westminster-abbey.
Chapel ofHenry the Seventh.

Contiguous to the eastern extremity of the church, and
opening into it, stands the chapel of Henry VII. dedicated to
the Virgin Mary, one of the finest morsels of Gothic antiquity
in the world. On its site formerly stood a chapel, dedicated

* Theie three last chapels have been made into one.
to
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distinguished by the
sign of the White Rose. Henry, resolving to erect a superb
mausoleum for himself and his family, pulled down the old
chapel and tavern ; and on the nth of February, 1503, the first
stone of the present edifice was laid by Abbot Islip, at the
command of the king. It cost 14,0001. a prodigious sum for
that, period ;and still more so considering the rapacious temper
of the king. The labour merely of working the materials,
to the

tavern,

will at a glance be seen to be immense, and almost incredible ;and the geniusemployed both in this structure and
Henry's tomb must be mentioned with admiration.
The exterior of this chapel is remarkable for the richness
and variety of its form, occasioned chiefly by fourteen towers,
in an elegant proportion to the body of the edifice, and projectingin different angles from the outermost wall. Theinside
is approached by the area behind the chapels of Edward the
Confessor and Henry V. The floor of Henry the Seventh's
chapel is elevated above that of the area, and the ascent is by
a flight of marble steps. The entrance is ornamented with a
beautiful Gothic portico of stone, within which are three large
gates of gilt brass, of most curious open workmanship, every
pannel being adorned with a rose, and a portcullis alternately.
The chapel consists of the nave and two small aisles. The
centre is 99 feet in length, 66 in breadth, and 54 in height, and
terminates at the east in a curve, having five deep recesses of the
same form. The entrance to these recesses being by open arches,
they add greatly to the reliefand beauty of thebuilding. Itis
probable they were originally so many smaller chapels, destined
to various uses. The side aisles are in a just proportion to the
centre ; with which they communicate by four arches, turned
on
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on Gothic pillars. Each of them is relieved by four recesses, a
window running the whole height of each recess, and beingmost minute and curious in its divisions. The upper part of
the nave has four windows on each side, and ten at the eastern
extremity, five above and five below. The entire roof of the
chapel, including theside aisles, and the curve at the end, is of
wrought stone, in the Gothic style, and of most exquisite
beauty. An altar tomb, erected by Henry, at the cost of
ioool. to receive his last remains, stands in the centre of the
chapel. It is of a basaltic stone, ornamented with gilt brass,
and is surrounded with a magnificent railing of the same.
This monument is by Pietro Torregiano, a Florentine sculptor,
and possesses uncommon merit. Six devices in bass-relief, and
four statues, all of gilt brass, adorn the tomb.
It is impossible to suppose Gothic beauty of a higher degree than the whole of the interior of Henry the Seventh's
chapel ;and it is with regret that the antiquariansees the stalls
of the knights of the Bath, who are installed in this chapel,
reared against the pillars and arches of the nave, forming
screens that separate the smaller aisles from the body of the
chapel, whichdiminish the airiness, and interrupt the harmony
of the plan.
The exterior of this fine example of Gothic art and taste is
inxa most ruinous condition. The roofhas been repairedlately;
but the turrets, and the arched buttresses, are going fast to decay, and must soon fall if not thoroughlyrepaired.
Beside these venerable antiquities, which all deserve to be
seen in their respective degrees, a variety of figures in wax, and
in cases with glazed doors, are shewn as curious to the stranger.
They
4
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They ought to be removed, as disgraceful to the grandeur and
solemnity of the other parts of the scene, and as a satire on the
national taste, which is scarcely excused when such things are
exhibited in a room to amuse children.
The remaining objects that are shewn for money in this
church are, certain models of buildings; the tombs in the
northern part of the cross aisle ;the tombs at the west end of
the church ;and the prospect from the top of one of the
western towers.

The prospect from this tower, the ascent to which consists of
283 steps, is infinitely more beautiful, though less extensive,
than that from St. Paul's. The many fine situations at the
west end of the town, and its environs, occasion this difference.
The Banqueting-house at Whitehall; St. James's park, with
the Parade and Horse-guards ; Carlton-house ;the gardens of
the Queen's palace ; the Green-park ; the western end of Piccadilly ; and Hyde-park, with its river ;lie at once under the
eye, and compose a most grand and delightful scene. The two
bridges of Westminster and Blackfriars, with the broad expanse of water between them; the Adelphi and Somersethouse on its banks ; St. Paul's stupendous pile, and the light
Gothic steeple of St. Dunstan's in the East, are alike embraced
with one glance, and happily contrast with the former prospect. From this tower the exterior form of St. Paul's, when
the sun falls upon it, is distinctly seen ;and here its exquisite
beauty will be more fully comprehended than in any part of
the city, for want there of a sufficient area to take in the entire
outline.
Lord
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Lord Mansfield's Monument.

This monument is the work of Mr. Flaxman, and will not
only perpetuate his name, but will form a new and happier
epocha in the history of monumental sculpture in England.
Lord Mansfield is represented in judge's robes, sitting on the
seat of justice, holding in his left hand a scroll of parchment,
withhis right hand resting on his knee, and having his left foot
a little advanced. The seat of justice is placed on a circular
elevation, of peculiar elegance. The figure of Lord Mansfield is taken from a painting by Sir Joshua Reynolds, and is
executed with so much spirit and judgmentby the sculptor that
it has the appearance of being done immediately from the
life.
This grand monument is erected beneath one of the lofty
arches of the abbey, at the northern end of the cross aisle. It
is insular, having no wall to block up the arch, and destroy the
building, for the sake of the ornament. From the northern
entrance of the church it is seen with most advantage. From
that door the whole design is discovered at one view, though the
monument is in a circular form; and a noble design it is,
marked by the simplicity and grandeur of its expression.
Cloisters, Chapter-house, and other Remains belonging

to

Westminster

Abbey.

The cloisters of this foundation remainentire. They are on
the south side of the church, from which thereis a door leading
to them, and have several monuments, some ancient, and others
modern.
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modern. From the cloisters is an entrance into the chapterhouse, through a fine Gothic portal; the ornaments of which
are carved with most rare elegance. From what is left undefaced of the interior of the chapter-house, it appears to have
been singular in its construction. It is an octagon, and its
original form was very lofty, with a pillar rising from the
centre of the floor, to support the roof; and having arches
springing from the wallsof each angle, and meeting at the top
of the pillar. If we suppose this room to have been decorated
with painted windows, and other Gothic ornaments, it must
have produced a very surprising effect. At present, only part
of the central pillar (of great beauty) is remaining;and the
whole buildingis disguised by an entire new room, and several
galleriesbeing made to contain the records of the crown, which
are now deposited here. The celebrated Doomsday Book is kept
at this place. It consists of two thick quarto volumes, in high
preservation, the words being as legible as when first written.
The records of the star-chamber proceedings are deposited
here. All the records are labelled, and arranged in an excellent
manner. In 1377, the Commons of Great Britain first held their
parliaments in this building: in 1547, Edward VI. gave them
the chapel of St. Stephen, of which we shall speak hereafter.
Beneath the chapter-house is a very curious crypt, which is
now seldom visited.
To the west of the abbey stood the sanctuary ;and on the
south side was the eleemosynary, or almonry, where thealms of
the abbot were distributed. The almonry is endeared to
every lover of science, by its being the spot on which was
erected the first printing press in England. In 1474, William
Caxton
3 d
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Caxton printed the Game and Play of Chesse, the first book printed
in this country. Abbot Islip deserves to be mentioned as the
enlightened patron of the art of printing.
OTHER CHURCHES.

St. Stephen's, Walbrook, adjacent to the Mansion-house of
the Lord-mayor, is a church that deserves to be mentioned immediately after St. Paul's cathedral and Westminster-abbey, for
the, perhaps, unrivalled architectural beauties of the interior. For harmony of the proportions, grace, airiness, variety, and elegance, it is not to be surpassed. It is a small
church, in the form of a cross, being 75 feet in length, and 36
in breadth. The roof is supported by Corinthian columns, so
disposed as to raise an idea of grandeur which the dimensions
of the church do not seem to promise. Over the centre, at
which the principal aisles cross, is a dome divided into compartments ; the roof being partitioned in a similar manner, and
the whole being finely decorated. The effect of this building
is inexpressibly delightful, the eye at one glance embracing a
plan full and complete, and afterward are seen a greater number of parts than the spectator was prepared to expect. This
most beautiful church is the work of Sir Christopher Wren.
It is known and admired on the continent as a masterpiece of
art. Over the altar is a paintingof the'martyrdom of St. Stephen, by West, which was placed there in 1776.
The Church of St. Martin's in the Fields, situated a little to
the north of the Strand, is remarkable for a very noble portico,
the design ofwhich is taken from the ancient temple at Nismes,
m
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in France. The portico is composed of six columns in front,
the effect of which is, however, lessened by iron rails that run
from column to column, enclosing the area before the doors.
The architect of this church was Gibbs.
St. George's, Hanover-square, has a portico, which though not
so noble as that of St. Martin's, is very beautiful, and the
whole exterior of the buildinghas an air of great sweetness and
elegance. There is nothing to commend in the interior of either
of these two last churches.
The Church of St. Paul, Covent-garden, is a beautiful specimen of its kind. It is so simple* in its structure, that it is in
fact little more than an ornamented barn; but the effect is very
pleasing. There is, however, something ridiculous in the
steeple, though handsome in itself, because it rises from the
sharp ridge of an abrupt roof.
St. Mary le Strand, usually called the New Church in the
Strand, is the reverse of the last. It is an instance of what can
be done with the excess of ornament ;and, although this is a
fault, the proportions of this church are so just, that the whole
produces a smooth and not inelegant effect.
Two more churches deserve to be seen, St. Michael's, on the
south side of Cornhill ; and St. Dunstan's in the East, situated
a little to the north of Lower Thames-street.
The former has a tower which rises from the ground, of
uncommon elegance for its species of architecture, which is
Gothic.
The tower and spire of the latter is one of the most light
and airy structures that can be imagined. From the tower,
which is square, springs a lantern of a singular form, having
arches
3 d2
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arches that support the spire. The church of St. Nicholas, at
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, has a steeple of a similar kind.
St. James's Church, in Piccadilly, deserves to be visited for
a most beautiful baptismal font, of white marble, by Grinlin
Gibbons. The font is supported by a column, which represents
the Tree of Life, with the story of the serpent tempting our first
parents. On the front are three pieces of sculpture St. John
baptizing Christ; St. Philip baptizing the Eunuch ;and Noah's
Ark, with the dove bearingthe olive-branch. The whole of this
font is peculiar for its sweetness and elegance. Over the altar
is some exquisite foliage, carved in wood, which is also the
work of the same artist; on the right hand side of which is
an inscription on marble, representing a folio volume open,
to the memory of Mr. James Dodsley, who died in 1797,
aged 74.
St. Margaret's Church, Westminster, adjoining the abbey, is
to be noticed for a curious painted window at the eastern extremity. It represents the Crucifixion : on one side is Henry
VI. kneeling, with St. George over his head ; on the other
side is his queen also kneeling, with St. Catharine over her

—

head.

This window was painted by order of the magistrates of
Dort, as a present from them to Henry VII. ;but that monarch
dying before it was completed, it was put up in Walthamabbey, and remained there till the dissolution, when it was
removed to Newhall, in Essex, which afterward became the
property of General Monk, who preserved the window from
the fanatics. In 1758, it was purchased from the owner by the
inhabitants of St. Margaret's, at the price of four hundred
1

guineas
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A drawing of this fine example of its kind has

been engraved at the cost of the Antiquarian Society. The
inside of this church has been entirely rebuilt, at the expense of 4500I.
Aldersgate Church, in Aldersgate-street, has, within a few
years, been entirely rebuilt, at an expense of about io,oool.
The interior is peculiarly light, elegant, and comfortable ;the
ceiling is highly ornamented, and the altar decorated with
transparencies of the Agony ; St. Peter; and St. John; by
Pearson. The church is warmed by a small stove under the
pavement, communicating a body of warm air through small
apertures in the floor. The sexton resides on the spot, and
readily admits strangers to view the church.
In St. Andrew's Undershaft, at the corner of St. Mary Axe,
which was built in 1532, was buried Stow, the celebrated historian. His monument may stillbe seen ;a well executed figure
sitting at his desk in a gown, and writing.
St. Dunstan'sin the West, Fleet-street, is very ancient. The two
figures which are on the outside of the clock, and strike the
quarters with their clubs, were placed there in the year 1671.
Over the gateway of St. Giles's Church in the Fields is a very
curious piece of sculpture, representing the Resurrection at the
last day.
In St. Giles's, Cripplegate, the celebrated Milton was buried,
and his monument stillremains.
Most of the churches have underneath them spacious vaults,
which form serious objects of curiosity, as the repositories of
our ancestors,- and may generally be viewed by an application
to the clerk : they are, when illuminated, worth exploring.

Paddington;
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Paddington; Limehouse; St. Giles's ; St. Mary Woolnoth's,
Lombard-street ; St. George's chapel, South Audley-street
(very spacious); St. Thomas's, Southwark; and Mary-lebonne vaults ; are the principal of this description. Those
of St. George, Hanover-square, and of John-street chapel,
and May-fair, are used as wine vaults ;St. John's, Westminster,
and May-fair chapel, are used as porter cellars.
There are no other churches in London, that we recollect,
which deserve to be particularly commended. St. Mary-le-Bow
(usually called Bow Church) in Cheapside, and St. Bride's (or
St. Bridget's) a little to the south of Fleet-street, have been
praised by some writers: we beg leave, however, to dissent
from authority in this matter ; they are respectively deformed
masses, which is truly surprising as they are both by Sir Christopher Wren.
PRIVATE BUILDINGS.

In their private buildings the English are reproached with
the want of magnificent architecture; but perhaps it can
scarcely be said in their praise, though it is very true, that this
charge is unfounded. Ifthe wholeof the buildings ofEngland
were accurately estimated, and the comforts of the people
were included, there is certainly no country which can equal
it in the combined objects of beauty and utility. Whenever
these objects can be combined, the architecture appears to have
attained the highest perfection;but in all countries utility has
been frequently the sacrifice of vanity, though in England the
least.

It
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It is true, however, the city of London cannot boast that
splendour of architecture which is seen in the cities of Italy ;
for the English delight to build what foreigners call their
palaces on their country estates, and the number of these palaces is extraordinary. This is the reason for which it is here
affirmed that the English may vie with other nations in the
number of their beautiful buildings; but withthis exception,
that they are built of brick, with some few; exceptions, instead of stone and marble; which materials are considered
by the English as being too expensive for such a purpose.
Of the convenience of the houses of London notice has
before been taken : but in this place it is requisite to say
that there are some mansions which well deserve the attention of strangers. Among the most eminent may be included
Burlington-house, built by the nobleman of that name whose
favourite study was architecture ; and the houses of the Lansdown and Spencer families, which last house has a remarkable
sine appearance from thecharming scenery of Constitution-hill.
These three only are mentioned, though the number of other
houses that deserve to be remarked is great. Of the minor objects which may attract the attention of the architect such as
the beautiful pavilion at the west end of the south side of Kensington-gardens;the Gothic chapel and gateway of Lincoln's
inn ; St. John's gate, Clerkenwell ;Barber-Surgeons' hall,Mugwell-street, the work of Inigo Jones ;the Jews' Synagogue,
Duke's place, of which Spiller was the architect; the College of
Physicians, Warwick-lane, by Sir Christopher Wren; the Gothic
tower of St. Michael's, Cornhill ; that beautiful absurdity,
as it has been called, Bow Church, Cheapside ; Ironmonger's
hall,

—
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hall,in Fenehurch-street; theyare too manyto be individually
named. This however may be observed, that the steeples,
towers, and lofty turrets of London are so numerous that they
give a most picturesque and delightful effect to the me-

tropolis.
STATUES AND SQUARES.

The noble figure of King Charles on horseback, at Charing
Cross, is by Hubert de CSur. The commanding grace of the
figure, and exquisite form of the horse, are striking to the most
unpractised eye. This piece was cast in 1633, and not being
erected before the civil war, it was sold by the parliament to
John Rivet, a brazier, with strict orders to break itto pieces. But
the man concealed the statue and horse under ground, till after
the Restoration.
Beside this, we have statues in some of our principal
squares. Grosvenor-square is undoubtedly the finest square
in London ; it contains five acres, is planted with evergreens, and in the centre is an equestrian statue of George the
Second. The houses round this square are some of the most
magnificent in the metropolis. Next in beauty to this isPortman-square : at one of the corners of it is that very elegant
house, the residence of the late Mrs. Montague ; and north of
it is Baker-street, perhaps the handsomest street in London.
South of Grosvenor-square is Berkeley-square, the centre of
which is ornamented with an equestrian statue of his present
majesty, in the character of Marcus Aurelius. On the south
side of this square is the noble mansion of the marquis of
Lansdown. In Cavendish-square, which is for the most part
surrounded
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surrounded with good houses, is a statue of William duke
of Cumberland. Manchester-square is a small bu t vry neat
square: the house on the northern side is one of the best in
London. There is no uniformity in St. James's square ; but
the houses in Bedford-square correspond exactly, and have a
grand appearance. In Leicester-square is another equestrian
statue of George the Second. Russel and Tavistock squares,
when finished, willbe considerable 'additions to the metropolis.
The squares of an inferior order are too many to be enumerated ; though in various of the ancient and confined cities
of Europe they would be considered as spacious, and ornamental: not perhaps for their architecture, but theh- amplitude.
Among them isGolden (formerly Gelding*)square, Soho-square,
Hanover-square, Bloomsbury-square, and especially that most
magnificent in size of them all, Lincoln's Inn-fields -j-. Beside
these there is a great number that must pass unnoticed ;and it
is very true that most of the Inns of Court highly deserve the
stranger's notice, for their capacity and ample form.
Of statues we have little to boast ; though the pedestrian
figure of James II. by Gibbons is esteemed one of the finest
specimens of the moderns : no eye that is accustomed to just
proportion can behold it without admiration. Neither must the
beautiful font in St. James's church, Piccadilly, by the same
master, be forgotten : nor the noble figures over Bethlehem
gate by Caius Cibber. The royal arms also by Gibbons, over

* Pennant's London, p. 123.
t The square of Lincoln's Inn-fields is said to be exactly ofthe same dimensions
as the base of the great Pyramid in Egypt.
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the entrance to the armory in the Tower, are greatly admired.
The statues of Charles II. and Sir John Cutler are mentioned,
because the latter pretended to make a donation of the expense
to the College of Physicians, in whose court they are placed,and
cheated the society by setting down the sum in his books as
a debt.
To those who delight to examine the progress of the arts, as
well in sculpture as in architecture, Westminster-abbey and a
number of other ancient and modern buildings, particularly
the following, welldeserve to be visited by such inquirers.
Somerset House,
The East India House,
The Bank,
The Mansion House,
The Trinity House,
Carleton House,
Whitehall,

The War Office,
The Treasury,
The Admiralty,
The Three Bridges ;
St. Martin's Church,
TheNew Church in the Strand,
St. Paul's, Covent Garden,
St. George's, Hanover Square,
St. Stephen's, Walbrook,
and many other Churches.
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CHAPTER X.

LEARNED SOCIETIES, SCIENCE, LITERATURE, LITERARY JOURNALS, AND BIBLIOGRAPHY.

THE ROYAL SOCIETY.

iL HIS illustrious body holds its meetings from the beginning
of November till the conclusion of Trinity term, every Thursday evening, from eight till nine,in a suite of apartments on the
left handside of the gateway of Somerset-house. It possesses a
large library of books, many of them highly curious ;a museum
of natural history; and a variety of apparatus and instruments.
The consequence of the society has, however, of late years,
been diminished in the estimation of many persons, on account
of its being supposed that rank, wealth, and court-interest,
are more ready introductions to the honour of a fellowship than
merit, or the love of science. If this insinuation has ever
been well founded, we hope much pains will, in future, be
taken, by a very opposite practice, to vindicate the society from
a calumny which tends so completely to blast its laurels.
This
3 e2
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This society took its rise from the private meetings of a few
distinguished characters, who, at the close of the civil wars,
retired to the university of Oxford, to seek repose in the shades
of peaceful life, and to enjoy the benefit of literary conversation. To these a few members of the university were added.
It does not appear that any thing was then intended beyond a
friendly meeting of literary men, or that they professed any
higher aim than their own edification. The subject of their
attention was philosophy, and of that species which, by tracing
causes to their effects, and by renouncing abstract reasonings
for the observations of the senses and matters of fact, is called
experimental. The meetings were adjourned to Gresham college, London, in 1638. The civil commotions, which succeeded, interrupted their progress ; but on the restoration of
Charles II.the society met with fresh ardour ; persons of rank
were added to the list of members, and it flourished under the
protection of the king. Sir Isaac Newton, becoming its president, likewise drew upon it the notice of all Europe. It was
incorporated in 1665.
It is governed by a president and council, consisting of
twenty-one fellows. The two secretaries conduct the correspondence, register all experiments, and publish the Transactions. Members are elected upon the recommendation of
three fellows ; their names and qualifications are posted in the
room, and, after ten meetings, a ballot takes place, in which
two thirds of the fellows present must be in their favour.
Upon election, five guineas are to be paid, and afterward thirteen shillings a quarter ;or, twenty guineas paid at once discharges the members from future payments. No strangers
can
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can be present at the meetings, without the permission of the
president and fellows present.
The business of the society, at its ordinary meetings, commences by the minutingsecretary reading the minutes he has
made of the proceedings at the last week's meeting ;noting the
strangers present ;the ballots for candidates ;the admissions and
presents, if any ;and lastly a very neat and circumstantial detail of the contents and particulars of such new communications and papers as were read at the last meeting. These
minutes are always heard with great pleasure and attention, as
embracing a clear and comprehensive account of the papers,
separated from their extraneous and less material parts, and
are commonly better adapted for understanding the subject
than the papers themselves. For which reason it would be,
perhaps, an acceptable service, to have the whole collection of
these minutes of papers published in a separate work, especially
those of the present and last minuting secretaries, which the
hearers have often attended to withmuch pleasure and improvement.

Theminutes of the former meeting having thus been gone
through, the other or reading secretary begins, and reads at
full length such other papers as have been communicated to
the society, either by its members or strangers, till the clock
strikes nine, when he is immediately stopped, and the meeting
"
is concluded.
In this way the whole routine of business at the ordinary
meetings is conducted. The next most material duty of the
society, is to select and publish the best and fittest of the papers
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pers that have been read at the weekly sittings. For this purpose, and for managing the other concerns of the society, a
committee of members meets once a month, when the papers
are reconsidered and selected for publication, by ballot; those
which are not deemed worthy thathonour are deposited withthe
archives of the society. The selected papers are then delivered
to the reading secretary for publication, he having the charge
of that business.
Notwithstanding this official determination of the fate of the
papers, the society disclaims all responsibility as to the accuracy or merit of those that are thus published, holding their
several authors alone accountable for them in these respects,
equally as if they had published the papers themselves in separate works.
Upon the whole, the public are under great obligations to
this society, for the discoveries it has fostered through the medium of its Transactions, and for the patronage and countenance which, at various periods, it has afforded to experimental
philosophy. That its members are not now so remarkable for
their researches and discoveries in mathematical philosophy as
formerly, is, perhaps, rather to be ascribed to the frivolous
pursuits of the age, and to the modern aversion to solid attainments, than to any faults of the present illustrious president, who has set an example of a life devoted to science,
which it would be fortunate for the world if it were more
frequently imitated by other persons of his rank and inde-

pendence.
GRESHAM
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GRESHAM COLLEGE

Is an endowment for professors of seven liberal sciences, viz.
divinity, law,physic, astronomy, geometry, music, and rhetoric.
The lectures are given gratis, twice a day, in a room over the
east end of the Royal Exchange, during the terms : they are

but illattended.'
THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES.

This society, consisting of a president, council and fellows,
was incorporated by George II.in 1751, and has rooms adapted to the purpose, in Somerset-place, on the left hand as you
enter under the archway.
The room in which the meetings are held is very large and
commodious. The library on the ground floor is small, but so
lofty as to be capable of holding a large quantity of books.
Over the door is a fine likeness of Dean Milies, the late president, by Miss Black : this roomhas many curious fragments of
antiquity; and among them some recently added from Egypt,
and from the walls of the house of commons, when under repair for the convenience of the union members. The society
meet, from the beginning of November till the end of Trinity
term, on Thursday evenings, when the chair is^taken at halfpast
seven o'clock. Members pay on admission five guineas, and two
guineas annually afterward;but foreigners of note may be admitted honorary members, without payment of these sums.
Visitors may be admitted by the introductionof a member.
4
SOCIETY
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SOCIETY FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES.
AND COMMERCE.

This edifice is situated in John-street, in the Adelphi, on the
south side of the Strand. The exterior is in a noble style of
architecture, but that is partly lost, from its being of brick
ornamented with stone, a mixture inconsistent with grandeur.
The interior is peculiarly elegant, and very commodious for the
uses of the society.
The chief objects of this society are to promote the arts,
manufactures, and commerce of this kingdom, by giving rewards for all such useful inventions, discoveries, and improvements, which tend to that purpose ;and, in pursuance of this
plan, the society has already expended nearly fifty thousand
pounds, advanced by voluntary subscriptions of their members,
and legacies bequeathed.
The register of the premiums and bounties they have given
will shew the great advantages which the public have derived
from this institution.
The meetings of the society are held every Wednesday, at
seven o'clock in the evening, from the fourth Wednesday in
October to the first Wednesday in June. The several committees meet on other evenings in the week during the session.
In order to promote the laudable views of this society, it may
be necessary to explain the mode by which its members are
elected.

Each member has the privilege, at any weekly meeting of
the society, of proposing any person whois desirous to become
a member,
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a member, provided such proposal is signed by three members
of the society.
Peers of the realm or lords of parliament are, on their being
proposed, immediately ballotted for; and the name, with the
addition and place of abode, of every other person proposing
to become a member, is delivered to the secretary, whoreads the
same, and inserts the name in a list, which is hung up in the
society's room until the next meeting; at which time such
person is ballotted for ;and, if two thirds of the members,
then voting, ballot in his favour, he is deemed a perpetual member, upon payment of twenty guineas at one payment ;or a
subscribing member, upon payment of any sum not less than
two guineas

annually.
Every member is entitled to vote and be concerned in all the
transactions of the society, and to attend and vote at the several
committees. He has also the privilege of recommending two
persons as auditors, at the weekly meeting of the society ;and,
by addressing a note to the housekeeper, of introducing his
friends to examine the various models, machines, and productions, in different branches of arts, manufactures, and commerce, for which rewards have been bestowed. He has likewise
the use of a valuable library ;and is entitled to the annual
volume of the Society's Transactions.
The time appointed for admission to the paintings or models is from ten to two o'clock, Sundays and Wednesdays
excepted.
The society distributes premiums for improvements in agriculture, chemistry, dyeing, mineralogy, the polite arts, manufactures,
3f
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factures, and mechanics ; also premiums for the advantage of

the British colonies, and for the settlements in the East Indies.
The great room of the society is a fine proportioned apartment, being forty-seven feet in length, forty-two feet in breadth,
and forty feet inheight. Itis lighted at the top by a dome. The
walls are ornamented with a series of "exquisite pictures, by
Barry, designed to illustrate this maxim, That the attainment
of happiness, individualand public, depends on the cultivation
of the human faculties."
The first picture represents Mankindin a Savage State, withits
attendantMisery ;the second, a GrecianHarvest-home, or a thanksgiving to Ceres and Bacchus ; the third, the Victors at the Olympic Games ; the fourth, Navigation ; the fifth, the Society of
Arts ;and the last Elysium, or the state of final retribution.
The Victors at the Olympic Games occupies one whole side of
the room ;and is forty-two feet long, and eleven feet ten
inches high. This is a most beautiful picture. It is marked
by the harmony and grandeur of its composition ; by the respective sweetness and spirit of most of its parts.
On the northern wallis
The Elysium, which is of the same dimensions as the beforementioned picture. By many of theablest judges it is deemed the
finest of this series ofpaintings. For sublimity of design, it is
certainly superior to the Olympic Games ;but for completeness of
effect we think it inferior.
The object of this picture is to exhibit to the spectator those
personages, of all nations and ages, who have been the ornaments and benefactors of the world.
Many
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Many great difficulties were to besubdued inthe compositions
of this grand picture; and the painter has displayed a most rich
invention in the task he so boldly conceived. The multitude
of personages, all of whom were necessary to be displayed in a
conspicuous manner, are neither thrown into masses too large
for relief, nor broken into parts too multiplied for the general
effect. The grouping exhibits an uncommonly delicate knowledge of the art. Independently of this principal merit, most
of the groups are interesting in themselves ;being replete with
passion and dignified sentiment.
The Grecian Harvest-home is a most graceful and beautiful
painting. The time is the evening -, and the warm glow over
the picture, and the elegance of the principal figures, produce
a splendid effect.
This picture is at the west end of the room : and at the
same end is
Man in a Savage State ;the principal figure of which is Orpheus, with a lyre in his left hand, and his right extended
toward heaven. The expression of Orpheus is extremely bold ;
and the group around him is expressive of the wonderof savage
'
men, on their first perception of something cultivated and
excellent.

The dimensions of the two last-mentioned pictures, and two
at the opposite end, are alike. Each is fifteen feet two inches
in length ; and eleven feet ten inches in height.
Navigation *. The noble river, the Thames, is, with great

* Mr. Barry has lately introduced into this picture a design for a naval pillar.
It is a most admirable specimen of his

taste and

3

f

2

skill.

propriety.
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propriety, introduced into this picture to represent Navigation.
In the midst of the water, seated in a triumphal car, is the
Thames personified. The person of the Thames is extremely
grand ;and to the Nereids the painter has given exquisitegrace
and admirable expression.
The Society of Arts. This picture is on the same wallwith
the last. It represents the distribution of rewards by the society ;and consists chiefly of portraits of the principal members.
On the left side stands the late Lord Romney, at the time of

painting the picture president of the society. Near the president stands his royal highness the prince of Wales; and sitting
at the corner of the picture, holding in his hand the instru"
institution, is
ment of
William Shipley,

the
Mr.
whose public
spirit gave rise to this society*." Arthur Young, among others,
is producing specimens of grain to the president. Near him is
Mr. More, formerly secretary, distinguishable by the pen he
holds. On the right hand of the late Lord Romney stands the
present Lord Romney; and on the left the late O. S. Brereton,
esq. Toward the centre of the picture is the late Mrs, Montague, who early graced the society with her name and subscription ; and, greatly to their honour, her example was
imitated by the late duchess of Northumberland and other
ladies -j-.

* These

words are engraven on a gold medal, voted to Mr. Shipley in the

year H58.
t It ought to be made generally known that ladies may become members of
this institution.

Mrs.
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Mrs. Montague is in the act of recommending the ingenuity
and industry of a young female, whose work she is producing.
Near her are the late duchess of Northumberland, the present
duke of Northumberland, the late Joshua Steele, esq. the late
Sir George Saville, bart. Dr. Hurd bishop of Worcester, Soame
Jennings and James Harris, esqrs. the duchess of Rutland, and
the duchess of Devonshire. Between these ladies the late Dr.
Samuel Johnson stands, pointing out Mrs. Montague's act to
their grace's attention.
Beyond these is the duke of Richmond, and near him the
late Edmund Burke. Nearer the right is the late Edward
Hooper, and the late Keane Fitzgerald, esqrs. the late duke
of Northumberland, and the earl of Radnor : William Locke,
esq. and Dr.William Hunter, are examining some drawings by
a youth to whom a premium has been adjudged. On the right
are the late Lord Viscount Folkstone, first president of the
society, his son the late earl of Radnor, and Dr. Stephen Hales.
The artist has also introduced a picture and statue. The
subject of the picture is the fall of Lucifer, designed by Mr.
Barry, when the Royal Academy had selected six of its members to paint pictures for St. Paul's cathedral : the statue is that
of the Grecian mother dying, and in those moments attentive
only to the safety of her child. In the corners of the picture
are represented many articles which have been invented or improved by the encouragement of this society *.
This

* Mr. Barry has lately introduced into this picture a very elegant model of a
tea-urn

of his own invention. It is in the form of an egg, upright, having serpents
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This is a very fine picture of its kind. But the practice of
introducing portraits into a historical or poetic subject is certain to produce tameness. When the painter binds himselfalso
to introduce a number of persons on the scene in like dresses,
he fetters his imagination, and what might have been a
painting of infinite variety is a comparatively unrelieved and
barren scene.
These pictures are among the chief ornaments of this capital, whether national or foreign ;and, to the honour of our
country, are the production of the English school.
Strangers will find no difficulty in obtaining admission, by
applying to any member of the institution for an order ; and
the politest attention is shewn to all applicants, by Mr.Charles
Taylor, the present able secretary of the society, who resides
in the house.
The Society for the Encouragement of Arts was instituted
in 1753. The idea was suggested by Mr. Shipley, an ingenious artist, and eagerly patronised by the late Lord Folkstone,
and the late Lord Romney. The institution consists of a president, twelve vice-presidents, various officers, and an indefinite
number of subscribers, it being supported solely by voluntary
contributions.
Premiums are given by the society, to promote excellence in
the several objects of the institution ;a correspondence in each

twisted round it; from the mouth of one of which the water is drawn. At
the same timehe added models for coin, so contrived as to preserve the letters and
devices from wearing out.
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branch is maintained to the same end ;and the Transactions of
the society published annually. In a room are preserved
models and drawings of improvements offered to the society
from time to time, or for which premiums have been given,
such as implements of husbandry, and the like.
Among many liberal rules of this society, there is one of
peculiar merit. Strangers are permitted to be present at the
sittings of the society on the introduction of members ;the
stranger's name being proposed for that purpose, and no
objection made.
THE ROYAL INSTITUTION.

The Royal Institution owes its origin to the noblemen and
gentlemen composing the Society for bettering the Condition
of the Poor, at whose meetings the plan of its foundation was
first laid,, and afterward matured by the exertions and talents
of Count Rumford, who may, in fact, be denominated its
founder.
The meetings of the institution commenced in the year
1800, shortly before which his majesty had been pleased to
grant the proprietors a Charter of Incorporation by the name
" The Royal Institution of Great Britain,"
of
for the Purpose of diffusing the Knowledge, and facilitating the
general Introduction, of useful mechanical Inventions and Improvements; and for teaching, by Courses of Philosophical Lectures and
Experiments, the Application of Science to the common Purposes

of Life.

The government of the institution is vested in the committee
4

of
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of managers, consisting of the president, fifteen managers, and
the secretary, chosen by and from among the proprietors : of
these fifteen managers one third is elected annually, on the first
day of May. There is also a committee of visitors, consisting of the president, fifteen visitors, and the treasurer, elected
at the same time with the managers, one third of whom are
renewed annually.
The house of the institution is situated in Albemarle-street,
and is extremely spacious, and well adapted to the purposes to
which it is applied. On entering the hall on the right is the
room in which the proprietors and subscribers read the foreign
newspapers, and periodical publications. This room opens
into the reading library, containing the books presented by
various gentlemen since the openingof the institution.
On the leftof the hall is the clerk's room ; next to whichis
the room where the proprietors and subscribers read the
English newspapers.
Beyond the hall is the room in which the managers hold
their meetings for the transacting of the business of the
institution.
Ascending the staircase, whichis extremely beautiful, on turning to the right is the room lately denominated the apparatus
room, but now containing the mineralogical collection forming
by the exertions of Mr.Professor Davy. This room communicates withthe lecture room, theroad to whichis by a gallery surroundingit. This room, whichis semicircular, was designed by
Mr. Webster, late clerk of the works for the institution, and is a
happy effort of his knowledge and genius. It is fitted up with
rising benches with cushions, for the accommodation of nine
hundred
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hundred persons ; and there is a gallery round it which
will hold two hundred more. It is lighted from a dome, which
has a movable screen for the purpose of shutting out the
light, which is sometimes necessary in shewing some particular
chemical experiments.
On the second floor are apartments for the professor and
those persons belonging to the establishment, to whom the managers have thought proper to allot rooms for their more convenient attendance.
On the left of the staircase is the room which was lately the
smalllecture room, now fitted up for the library and collection
ofreference. This promises to be one of the most useful undertakings which has ever been projected in the metropolis.
On the basement story is the kitchen, fitted up with stoves,
roasters, and boilers, according to the plans of Count Rumford published in his Essays. Here is also the apparatus for
heating water by means of steam, a most ingenious invention,
which is fully explained in the second number of the Journals of the institution. Adjoining is the chemical laboratory,
lately fitted up according to the plan of one of the managers,
on a scale of magnitude hitherto not attempted in this country,
with suitable accommodations for the subscribers who may attend the experimental lectures delivered here by the professor
of chemistry.
Mr.H. Davy, the professor of chemistry, reads lectures on
philosophical chemistry three days in the week to a crowded
audience. His manner is pleasant, and the matter of his lectures being both popular and scientific, causes him to be
greatly applauded. Mr. Davy is the author of an elaborate
3G
PaPer
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paper on the principles of tanning, inserted in the Philoso-

phical Transactions.
The managers have engaged,during the session of 1804,several
learned gentlemen to deliver lectures on various subjects, which
has tended to make the institutionbecome more attractive than
before. Mr. Dalton, ofManchester, opened the present session
with a course of lectures on mechanics and physics. Mr. Professor Davy delivers those on chemistry and Galvanism ; and
Mr. Allen, who has made himself extremely popular at Guy's
hospital, those on natural philosophy and astronomy. Beside
these, Mr. Opie delivers lectures on painting; the Rev. Mr.
Crowe, LL. B. public orator of the university of Oxford, on
ancient and modern architecture ;the Rev. J. Hewlett, B.D. a
course on belles lettres ; and E. Smith, M. D. F.R.S. on
botany.
The hbrary and collection of books of reference are vested
in the corporation, to be and remain under the same direction and government as the other parts of the institution.
The proprietors subscribing to the library iool. or upward,
are hereditary patrons ; and those subscribing 50I. or upward,
are patrons for life. Each of the patrons has authority to
introduce or recommend one scientific or literary person to the
library.
The library, which is 14 feet high, and 60 feet long, is
fitted up with a gallery for the conveniency of reaching the
books. The patrons have already furnished it with a great
number of scarce and valuable historical, classical, and scientific works. By the death of Thomas Astle, esq. F. R. and
A. SS. keeper of the records in the Tower of London, an op-

portunity
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portunity presented itself of enriching the collection with his
inestimable library, consisting of all the most valuable books
relating to the topography, antiquities, parliamentary and numismatic history, and subjects that relate to the historyof Great
Britain, which the patrons purchased of his executors.
The repository whichcontains the models of various curious
and useful machines and productions of the arts is extremely
interesting. This promises to become a highly valuable branch
of the institution, and the managers at present occupy themselves withincreasing the collection by every means which the
laws of the institution permit them to employ.
The funds of the institution arise from the payments made
by the proprietors and subscribers ; which last are divided into
two classes, those for life, and those paying an annual sum.
The proprietors originally paid the sum of seventy guineas,
which has been annually increased in the sum of ten guineas
tillit has reached one hundred, and the number of proprietors
limited to four hundred. The whole of the property of the
institution is vested solely in the proprietors, who each have
right of personal admission to the lectures, and the reading
rooms, and also one transferable ticket, annually renewed,
which admits the bearer to the lectures and public experiments,
and to the repository, but not to the reading rooms.
The life subscribers pay the sum of thirty guineas at their
election, and receive a ticket which entitles them to personal
admission to the institution in the same manner as the proprietors. The annual subscribers have the same privileges as
the others, on the payment of three guineas.
3 G2
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>
THE BRITISH MUSEUM.'

This grand national depository of antiquities, books, and
natural curiosities, is placed in a noble house, formerly the
duke of Montague's, in Great Russel-street, Bloomsbury.
It was established by act of parliament, in 1753, in consequence of the will of Sir Hans Sloane, who left his museum
to the nation, on the condition that parliament paid 20,000!.
to his executors, and purchased a house sufficiently commodious
for it. The parliament acted with great liberality on this occasion ;several other valuable collections were united to this
of Sir Hans Sloane's, and the whole establishment completed
for the sum of 85,000!. which was raised by way of lottery.
At the institution of this great treasury of learning, it was
proposed that a competent part of 1800I. the annual sum
granted by parliament for the support of the house, should be
appropriated for the purchase of new books ;but the salaries
necessary for the officers, together withthe contingent expenses,
which it was impossible to ascertain with any exactness at first,
have always exceeded the allowance: so that the trustees have
been obliged to make an annual application to parliament to
defray the necessary charges.
The house itself is a stately edifice, in the French style of
Louis XIV. and is, perhaps, better calculated for its present
purpose than for a private residence. As a museum, its whole
economy is conducted by certain regulations.
We shall now carry our readers through the various departments, just as they are exhibited to the public. On entering
the
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the gate of the museum, the first objects which catch the attention are two large sheds, defending from the inclemency of the
seasons a collection of Egyptian monuments, the whole of
which were taken from the French at Alexandria in thelast war.
The most curious of these, perhaps, is the large sarcophagus,
beneath the shed to the left, which has been lately ascertained to have been used as the exterior coffin of Alexander the
Great, at his last interment. It is a beautiful remain of variegated marble, covered with hieroglyphics, and is, no doubt,
of higher antiquity than the time of Alexander. Here also are
two statues of Roman workmanship, taken withthe rest : they
are attributed to Marcus Aurelius and Severus ;are ancient,
but evidently of provincial sculpture.
Leaving these, you enter the great hall ;the most curious
articles in which are two Egyptian monuments of black marble,
standing upright. They are covered with hieroglyphics, and
belonged to the mausoleum of Cleopatra, which stood nigh
Alexandria, and were sent from Egypt by Mr. Wortley Montague. Behind that on the right is a ram's head of very curious
workmanship, from Thebes.
From the hall the visitor is carried through an iron gateway to the great staircase, opposite the bottom of which is
preserved a model in mahogany, exhibiting the method used by
Mr. Milne in arching the bridge at Blackfriars; and beneath
it are some valuable fragments of the Giants' Causeway. On
one side of the staircase is a valuable collection of inscriptions,
with a few basso-relievos, chiefly Greek and Roman. The
staircase itself is usually, but wrongly, stated to have been
painted by La Fosse. The landscape on the wallis by Rousseau.
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seau. In the middle are two or three ancient altars, and at the
top an exquisite model of a first-rate ship of war.
The first room the visitor is shewn is devoted to antiquities,
chiefly Egyptian and Etruscan. Over a doorway in this room
is a fine portrait of Sir William Hamilton, by whom a great
part of its contents were presented : it was painted in the prime
of life by Sir Joshua Reynolds. A stand in the first windowis
filled with reliques of ancient Egypt, among which are numerous small representations of mummies, used as patterns for
those whochose and could afford to be embalmed at their decease. The stands in the two next windows are filled with
smallbronzes from Herculaneum and Pompeii, many of which
are very beautiful. The larger case in the middle of the room
is filled with similar remains : the smaller one has a beautiful
model in cork of the Temple of the Sibyl, at Tivoli ;and the
presses round are filled with vases, and other curious specimens,
for the most part of Etruscan workmanship.
The second apartment is devoted chiefly to works of art,
beginning with Mexican curiosities. The corners opposite
the light are occupied by two Egyptian mummies, richly
painted: they were both brought from the catacombs of Sakkara, near Grand Cairo. Over one is a model of Laocoon and
his sons ; over the other the model of a Chinese junk. In the
centre of the room a glass stand contains some very beautiful
miniatures ;among them, Sir Thomas More, King Charles the
First, and Protector Cromwell, with his watch by the side of
it: together with a variety of ingenious specimens of cuttings
in paper. Beneath this stand is a curious model of a Persee
burial ground. In the presses round the room are innumerable
specimens
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specimens of art, and among them many of Raphael's China ;
above which, the walls are decorated witha variety of implements
of war from different quarters of the globe.
The third room contains a rich collection of curiosities from
the South Pacific Ocean, brought by Captain Cook. In the
left corner is the mourning dress of an Otaheitan lady, in which
taste and barbarity are singularly blended ;and opposite are
the rich cloaks and helmets of feathers from the Sandwich
Islands. Among these last is one which, in elegance of
form, vies even with the Grecian helmets. Over the fireplace
are the Cava bowls;and,above them,battoons, and various other
implements of war. The next objects of attention are the idols
of the different islands, presenting, in their hideous rudeness,
a singular contrast with many of the works of art formed by
the same people : near these are their drums, and other instruments of music. In the doorway, leading from the room, is a
small glass case, containing a breastplate from the Friendly
Islands, contrasted with another from the breast of an Egyptian mummy, and exhibiting a singular coincidence.
We now enter the manuscript department, the first room of
which is small, appropriated to the manuscript collections of
Sir Hans Sloane and Dr. Birch. Over the doorway is a
portraiture of Britton, the musical smallcoal-man. The next
room is completely filled with Sir Robert Harley 'smanuscripts,
afterward earl of Oxford : one of the most curious of these is
°f Charles the
a volume of royal letters, from 1437 to t^ie
First. Round the walls, above the presses, are a variety of
portraits, the chief of which have their names attached: one
of the best is Rubens, by himself. The adjoining apartment
is
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is chiefly devoted to the same collection : but on one side, the
manuscript collections of Sir William Musgrave and Mr. Cole
have been of late years deposited. Here also are preserved three
manuscript volumes, containing many of the forgeries of the
unhappy Chatterton, with his first letter to Horace Walpole.
The next and last room of the manuscript department is appropriated to the ancient royal library of manuscripts, and Sir
Robert Cotton's, together with a few later donations. On the
table, in the middle of the room, is the famous Magna Charta
of King John. It is written on a large roll of parchment, and
was much damaged in the year 1738, when the Cotton Library
took fire at Westminster : part of the broad seal is yet annexed.
One of the most valuable works in this room, is the most ancient manuscript of the Old and New Testament that is known:
it is inGreek, and contains St. Paul's Epistles to the Laodiceans.
This valuable piece of antiquity was sent as a present from
Cyril, the patriarch of Constantinople, to King Charles the
First, and was the work of Thecla, an Egyptian lady of quality, about the year 390. There are also two manuscript copies of the Pentateuch, in Hebrew: and a variety of other
manuscripts very splendidly illuminated with coloured pictures and gilding. As it is impossible to convey to'the reader
an adequate idea of the infinite number of remarkable and
valuable articles, we can only enumerate, in the several departments, some of the most popular and striking curiosities.
From this department we reach the great saloon, finely ornamented with fresco paintings, byBaptiste; and on the ceiling,
or dome, is an assembly of the gods, representing Jupiter
casting
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casting his thunderbolts at Phaeton, and the other gods
actuated by various passions. On a table, in the centre, is a
magnificent Etruscan vase, presented, with the others about it,
by Sir William Hamilton. Here is also a beautiful model of the
Barberini vase, by Mr. Wedgwood; a variety of Roman
remains, such as dice, tickets for the Roman theatres, mirrors,
seals for the wine casks, lamps, and other singular remains ;
two or three basso-relievos, of incomparable sculpture ;a table
composed of different specimens of lava; a choice collection
of rings and ancient gems; and a beautiful bronze head of
Homer, found near Constantinople.
We next enter the Mineral Room, where are fossils of a
thousand kinds; minerals,metals, pebbles, crystals, and precious
stones, of various colours and splendours ;composing a collection of astonishing beauty and magnificence. Among these is
an Egyptian pebble, which has been broken by accident, and
discovers on both pieces a livelypicture of the poet Chaucer ;a
more remarkable lusus natures perhaps was never seen. Here is
also a garnet of considerable size ;a most beautiful box, composed of Corinthian fire-marble; and a sectional representation
of a coal-mine, in differently coloured marble.
The two adjoining rooms contain chiefly the extraneous
fossils, dried plants, shells, and insects, with a few animals.
Among the first of these is a fossil jaw-bone, supposed of the
mammoth, from the river Ohio, in America. The visitor is
next taken down the staircase to the Bird Room. Among the
first articles which attract notice are some curious nests : one
brought from Peru is shaped like a chemist's retort, and the
tube through whichthe bird ascends is above a foot in length.
Similar
3 h
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Similar to this is the East India thrush's nest, several of which
are joined together : the length of their passages is necessary
to preserve them from the squirrels. Here is also the nest of
the taylor-bird, the edges of which are stitched together
with grass. Above the case where these are preserved is a
singular animal, lately brought from New Holland, called by
the English settlers the duck-bill : it has a body resembling
the otter's, with a bill and nostril like the duck, short webbed
feet, and a tail similar to that of the beaver. In New Holland,
and in no other country, has it yet been seen in the living state.
Among the birds is the Egyptian ibis, some beautiful specimens
from New South Wales, and two or three varieties of the bird
of Paradise. Here is also one instance where Nature has
deviated from her ordinary course in a remarkable manner; it
is in a horn taken from the head of a woman.
The next and last apartment usually shewn contains animals
in spirits ;such as serpents, fish, reptiles, and a few others.
Among the most curious varieties here exhibited is the crocodile, just released from its egg, scarcely longer than an ordinary
hand : and across the staircase leading to the room is placed
another specimen of the same animal, which had attained the
length of twenty feet. Here are chameleons, lizards, and serpents, in endless variety; a dried flying fish, several rattlesnakes, and two specimens of the torpedo.
The arrangement of the printed library was formerly
highly gratifying. It began withthe collection of our kings j
the books in which were placed according to the reigns, and
marked with the initials of each upon the back : these were
followed by Sir Hans Sloane's, Dr. Birch's, and the other
separate
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separate collections given to the Museum. This arrangement,

however, was a few years ago destroyed ;and the only collections now preserved entire are the library of Mr. Clayton
Cracherode, bequeathed in 1799; Mr. Garrick's collection of
ancient plays ; and the very large and valuable assortment of
pamphlets during the time of Charles the First, presented by
his present majesty ; with a valuable collection of biography,
given by Sir William Musgrave : the remainder of the library
is arranged scientifically;and, in the centre, is now deposited
the celebrated triple inscription from Rosetta.
The coins are exceedingly numerous, and have been lately
enriched, at the expense of above two hundred pounds, with
a fine series of those of our Saxon kings, from the cabinet
of the late Mr. Tyssen, together with one of the only two
gold pennies known of King Henry the Third.
The ancient charters belonging to Sir Robert Cotton's
manuscripts are preserved in the manuscript department ;but
the Harleian collection, which amounts to many thousands,
are preserved in one of the garrets : they are all individually
catalogued and indexed, and may be referred to immediately.
The Museum is kept open every day in the week, except
Saturday, the weeks which follow Christmas-day, Easter and
Whitsundays, Thanksgiving and Fast-days. The hours are
from ten till four.
Literary characters, or any person who wishes to make use
of the Museum for purposes of study and reference, may
obtain permission, by applying with proper recommendations
to the trustees, through the medium of the principal librarian.
A room
3 h2
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A room is appointed for their accommodation, in which, during the regular hours, they may have the use of any manuscript or printed book, subject to certain regulations. Permissions are in general granted for three months, and none
for a longer term than six months : and readers are allowed to
take one or more extracts from any printed book or manuscripts but no whole or greater part of a manuscript is to be
transcribed without a particular leave from the trustees.
The spectators are allowed two hours for viewing the whole :
the hours of inspection are from ten till four like the reading room, except during the months of August and September;
and the hours of admission are ten, twelve, and two. Those
who are desirous to obtain admission must, by a late regulation,
apply at the officefor issuing tickets, where they may have tickets
for such vacant days as best suit them.
Literary men complain heavily of too much restriction in
what regards the library. At the great library in Paris any
books may be taken home, by men for whom responsible people
will answer; or by those who are known. Neither is there
any occasion for the studious to ask leave : egress and regress
are free at the stated hours.
The Museumhas of late had a great accession of Egyptian
curiosities, mostly taken from General Menou at Alexandria.
For the present they lie chiefly in the court-yard, but are to be
shortly deposited in a building about to be erected for the
purpose.

DR,
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DR. WILLIAM HUNTER'S MUSEUM.

This invaluable collection was originally made by Dr. Hunter, at his residence in Jermyn-street, whence, in 1770, it was
removed to a spacious house in Great Windmill-street. In
this building, beside a handsome amphitheatre, and other convenient apartments for lectures and dissections, there is one
magnificent room fitted up with elegance and propriety as a
museum. Of the magnitude and value of the Doctor's anatomical collection some idea may be formed, when we consider
the great length of years he employed in making anatomical
preparations : added to the eagerness with whichhe increased it,
from the collections occasionally offered for sale in London.
His specimens of rare diseases were frequently increased by
presents from his medical friends and pupils. Before his
removal from Great Windmill-street, the Doctor's collection
was chiefly confined to specimens of human and comparative
anatomy, and of diseases ;but afterward he extended his views
to fossils, and to the branches of politeliterature and erudition.
A cabinet of ancient medals, likewise, brought together at the
expense of 20,oool. contributed greatly to the richness of the
museum. In 178 1, it received a valuable addition of shells,
corals, and other curious subjects of natural history, collected by
Dr.Fothergill. By the Doctor's will, 1783, the museum, under
the direction of trustees, devolved to his nephew, Dr.M.Baillie,
and in the case of his death to Mr.Cruikshank, for the term of
thirty years ;at the end of which period the whole collection
is
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is bequeathed to the university of Glasgow. The sum of
8000I. sterling is left for the support and augmentation of the
collection. It may be seen by the permission of the trustees,
Dr. Baillie and Dr. Combe.

MR. JOHN HUNTER'S MUSEUM.

This collection of comparative anatomy must be considered
as a proof of talents, assiduity, and labour, which cannot be
contemplated without surprise and admiration. Mr.Hunter's
attempt in this collection was to exhibit the gradations of nature, from the most simple state in whichlife is found to exist
up to the most perfect and complex of the animal creation,
to man himself. By his art and care he was able so to expose
and preserve in a dried state, or in spirits, the corresponding
parts of animal bodies, that the various links in the chain of
perfectness may be readily followed and clearly understood.
They were classed by Mr.Hunter in the followingorder ; first,
the parts constructed for motion ;secondly, the parts essential
to animals respecting their own internal economy; thirdly,
parts superadded for purposes concerned with external objects ;
fourthly, parts designed for the propagation of the species, and
the maintenance and protection of the young.
This valuable collection, since the death of Mr. Hunter,
has been purchased by government, and committed to the care
of the college of surgeons, who are forming arrangements, so
as to render it an object of national utility, and lectures will
be
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bedelivered on its various subjects.

At present the superintendence of it is committed to a certain number of the college,
whoare termed its Curators, and to whom application must be
made for a view of it.
LITERARY ASSEMBLIES.

In London several regular and known meetings are held of
literary characters, who converse upon philosophical subjects,
new discoveries, and objects of science. One of the chief of
them takes place between the hours of seven and nine every
Thursday evening, during the meetings of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, in an outer room of the apartments in Somerset-house, appropriated for their reception, and is exceedingly interesting to every intelligent stranger, who feels any
degree of scientific or literary curiosity. About seven those
gentlemen drop in who mean to assist at the meeting of the
Society of Antiquaries. They engage, of course, in conversation;and many agreeable and important matters of information
are mutually communicated. The members of the Royal Society enter at eight, when the conversations, turningchiefly on
philosophical subjects, are renewed and prolonged till nine.
A stranger may be introduced to these conversations by any
member of either of the two societies. He will not elsewhere
obtain so advantageous an idea of the union of politeness,
scientific intelligence, and talents for conversation, in the
English character.
For the information of strangers it may be useful to mention
some other of these assemblies whichdo or lately did exist ; for,

though
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though they are temporary, they give a picture of the manners
of a highly honourable class of men in London.
Sir Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Society, receives,
every Thursday morning, during the society's meetings,
his friends, members of the society, and gentlemen introduced by them, at a public breakfast, at his house in Sohosquare. The literary and much more the scientific news
of the day are the topics of the conversations, which then take
place. New and curious specimens of subjects in antiquities,
in natural history, and inscience, are often produced for the inspection of the persons who then assemble.
On every Sunday evening, too, during the meetings of the
Royal Society, the same gentleman opens his house for the reception of a conversation assembly of his literary and philosophical friends, and of all gentlemen, whether natives of this
country or foreigners, whom his friends introduce.
Dr. Garthshore, at his house, No. 88, St. Martin's lane,
has a conversatione of his learned friends, every Monday
evening, when there is an intermission of the meetings at Sir
Joseph Banks's.
Mr. Heaviside, of Hanover -square, has a Friday evening
meeting, eveiy week during the winter and spring, of gentlemen of the medical profession and others, in his noble museum of anatomy and natural history. A respectable stranger,
known to any of his friends, may easily obtain access to this
very agreeable and instructive assembly.
The character of the English nation, however, in literature,
sciences, and the arts, is not to be sought in the colleges and
other learned public societies of the metropolis. When polite
knowledge,
4
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knowledge, in its various branches, began to prosper in England, the happy country already was freed from a great portion
of the feudal tyranny, and the monarch was no longer deemed
the only source of light, the only patron of arts and letters.
For improvement in these, England depended less than other
countries on public institutions. Those in the metropolis
did not appear till the genius ofthe people had taken that form
of freedom, which separated the island from the rest of Europe,
no less by its moral and political character, than by its seas j
and, in fact, were not, however well meant, the schools to
which the generous English temper could cordially resort. In
London there are four royal and national institutions for
the advancement of polite arts and letters; five colleges for
various uses ; eighteen public libraries; and one national
museum.

Other museums, though the property of private persons,
deserve, for their value, to be ranked among national objects.

STATE OF THE PRESS.

London is, in no point of view, more remarkable than as
a centre of publication and of intelligence for the whole empire. In the incessant reception and diffusion of all the fugitive history of the time, it seems to discharge a part not unlike
that of the heart in the circulation of the blood, or that by
which the brain performs the chief functions in the nervous
and sensorial system.
A metropolis becomes necessarily a centre of communication
and
3 i

426

LEARNED SOCIETIES, SCIENCE, LITERATURE,

and intelligence, even by these incidents alone ;that so much
of the principal business of the country is transacted in it j
and that so many persons every day enter it from other places,
while so many others are continually going out from it. And
when to these advantages are added, as now in London, those
which arise from the professional application of intellectual
and literary industry to the collecting of temporary information, from correspondence by the conveyances of the Postoffice, and from the activity of the printing press, the power
of such a city over all the springs of knowledge and sentiment
becomes, then, incomparably greater.
The Newspapers of London, which so conspicuously prove
that temporary information flows into it from all parts of the
world, while they send that information abroad again with the
most rapid and unwearied activity, are, in the whole, whatever may be their particular imperfections, such as could be
produced only in the greatest city of the world and the most
enlightened age.
Newspapers in general are, in some measure, an invention
of modern times. The instructions delivered, at certain times,
by the priests ;the edicts of the sovereign; the mutual communications in the public assemblies of republican states ;the
talk in meetings at the markets ; the recitations when the people assembled at games and theatrical exhibitions ;and, finally,
at Rome, and perhaps Constantinople, manuscript letters dispatched after regular intervals ; were the only means the ancients had by which to circulate information of that species of
which our modern newspapers are the vehicles.
On the invention of printing, copies of books of religion,
the
4

LITERARY JOURNALS, AND BIBLIOGRAPHY.

427

the classics of Greece and Rome, the popular mixtures of history and fable in monkish legends, and the orders and communications of sovereigns to their subjects, were long multiplied
by this art, before it could be employed upon any thing like a
weekly or daily newspaper. Monarchs and states reserved to
themselves the right of making communications to thensubjects respecting political affairs : the church claimed the
exclusive privilege of giving public reproof and instruction
relative to morals : courts of justice would not allow the detail
of their proceedings to be made common in print, otherwise
than under their own express* authority : and, beside all this,
we are to consider that it is, in all instances, long between the
origin of any invention and its application to all the beneficial
uses to which it may be put. The manufacture of glass had
been known above a thousand years beforeit was put in windows ;and much longer still when it began to be made into
telescopes and spectacles.
Venice, the imperial cities in Germany, and the great trading
towns of the Netherlands, gave, in the end of the sixteenth and
the beginning of the seventeenth centuries, the first examples
of newspaper publication. Something of the same nature, but
coming occasionally, and renewed only after uncertain intervals, was exhibited in England as early as the reigns of Henry
the Eighth and of Queen Elizabeth. Wars, revolutions, awful
convulsions of nature, and whatever else in the course of events
was fitted the most powerfully to awaken the fears, the sympathies, and the imagination of mankind, continually hastened
the advancement of the publication of fugitive and contemporary history into the mode of newspapers. Favoured, also,
by.
312
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by the struggles and by the prevalence of liberty, the political
and military journals came first into a form very nearly similar
to. that of our present daily papers, amid those .glorious
efforts by which the ancestors of the Dutch asserted and established their freedom, amid the wars of the grand rebellion
in England, toward the close of the contentions excited by the
faction of the Fronde in France. Almost from the middle of
the seventeenth century the publication of newspapers has been
common and familiar throughout Europe.
The very design of a newspaper, minutely similar in the methods of its compilation and publication to our present
morning papers, was among the schemes of projectors in
London as early as the end of the reign of James the First,
and is the principal subject of the ridicule in Ben Jonson's
drama of the Staple of News, which was first acted in 1625.
The collectors of curiosities of this sort possess many specimens
of the English newspapers of the eras of the Civil Wars, the
Protectorate, the Restoration, and the Revolution. Defoe,
Dawkes, arid Dyer, were among the London news-writers of
the reigns of King William and Queen Anne. Various papers
were then publishedunder names which have been ever since
kept up, and which some of our present morning and evening
papers yet retain. The numbers of these publications were considerably multiplied in the reign of George the First : and their
immediate compilation was usually in the hands ofpersons whose
ignorance, flagitious manners, and incapacity of correct writing,
stamped infamy on the task which was left to their performance. Pope's Dunciad was intended chiefly for the punishment
of the worthless news-writers by whom he had been libelled,
or
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or his works, with foolish malice, censured. In the progress
of the reign of George the Second, and especially toward its
close, amid the contentions of party in the Hou:es of the Legislature; the threats and the outbreaking of rebellion; the wars
of various event in whichBritain had a concern on the continent ;the naval and military transactions still more novel and
romantic in circumstances, and to this country more important,
which, within the same time, took place in the West Indies
and America ;the compilation of newspapers in London grew
still more and more into a great manufacture, and the appetite
for the information which they supply became so general
among all ranks, and so ravenous, as to raise them to the very
next degree of demand after the immediate necessaries for subsistence. The eager interest whichthe people of London took
against the earl of Bute's administration contributed much to
advance the trade innewspapers soon after the accession of his
present Majesty. It was much more promoted by the permission, at length tacitly extorted from the two houses of parliament, of publishingin these papers the reports of their debates.
Newspapers were multiplied still further in this capital during
the war that ended in the emancipation of the Americans. The
struggles of party, and the propositions of political reform,
which agitated this country for some years after the close of
that war, still increased the appetite for news and the industry
of the compilers of newspapers. The increase of trade in general, and the extension of knowledge, greatly favoured this
manufacture, by increasing the necessity of advertisement, and
continually enlarging the number of those who were capable of
finding pleasure in newspaper information. It was promoted
still
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still more by the spirit of general agitation and inquiry which
brought in and accompanied the events of the French Revolution. Mr. Pitt, by giving to newspapers, for the sake of their
stamp-duty, a monopoly of Post-office circulation, in comparison with allthe other productions of literature, contributed
in fact, more than any former patron, or any advantage of
events, to reduce the whole literature of England, for as much
as was in the nature of things possible, to mere newspapers
and newspaper matter. The wars which have since ensued
have held the public curiosity continually on edge, and have
extended the rage for political and military news to almost
every individual of the fifteen millions which compose the population of Great Britain and Ireland.
The newspapers of London are published either every morning or evening, except on a Sunday ;or three times a week in
the evenings ;or twice a week, on Tuesday and Saturday ; or
once a week, on Saturday evening, or Sunday morning. At
the lowest average estimation of a week together, not fewer
than thirty thousand of these papers a day, or a hundred and
eighty thousand weekly, are printed and sold ! It would not,
perhaps, be too high an estimate which should rate the average
daily number at thirty-five thousand. These cost the public
an expense of about seven hundred and fifty pounds a day for
papers : and the expense for the insertion of advertisements
may be about two hundred pounds a day. The sum total, for
one year, is full four hundred thousand pounds sterling. It
may be stated that the intelligence in these London newspapers
are, in other parts of Great Britain and Ireland, copied into
about a hundred weekly papers, of whieh a hundred and
eighty
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eighty thousand are also printed. Thus it will be found that
the people of these kingdoms pay, annually, about eight hundred thousand pounds sterling for newspaper intelligence. One
half of that sum may be taken as the gross amount of the tax
levied by government upon this favourite article of luxury.
The remaining four hundred thousand pounds are paid for the
literature and knowledge of the newspapers ; for the mechanical and mercantile labour requisite to diffuse that knowledge
and literature in print ;and as interest upon the capital employed in this trade. Of all this, it is no satirical misrepresentation to affirm that not more than five thousand pounds a
year goes to reward the genius, taste, erudition, and industry engaged in these productions.
A Gazette is published on Tuesday, and another on Saturday,
every week : and, on extraordinary emergencies, Gazettes Extraordinary are put out. The Gazette contains the orders of
the court whether of business or state ceremony; appointments
to offices in the army, the navy, orthe civil service; such news
of transactions civil and military as government thinks fit to
communicate, under its authority, to the people ;beside notices
of certain transactions, events, and intentions in commercial
and legislative business, which are, by acts of parliament, enjoined to be there inserted. The London Gazette is, of course,
filled with materials which have not been before published from
the press : its contents are consequently repeated in all theother
newspapers.
Beside repeating the information of the London Gazette,
the daily morningpapers, more original in their compilation
than
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than any ofthe rest, are, in great part, filled with matter drawn
from a variety of other sources.
Reports of the proceedings of the two houses of legislature
compose, during the yearly session of parliament, a large share
of the contents of the newspapers. To publish any account of
the proceedings in parliament without the express authority of
the two houses, was, tillwithinthese last fifty years, liable to be
considered as an infraction of the privileges of parliament which
deserved to be punished with the utmost rigour. But the unconquerable curiosity of the public at length prevailed. Since the
commencement of the late disturbances in America, the debates
in parliament have, by the tacit allowance of the two houses,
been constantly and familiarly reported to the public in the
morning papers. A right has been thus insensibly established
in favour of such reporting, and against the privilege of parliament, which it would not now be popular for any legal authority wholly to abrogate. These reports are made by persons
who obtain admission to the gallery of the house of commons,
and to the bar in the house of lords, by the civility of the doorkeepers. The reports of the proceedings of the house of lords
are wholly made from memory: the reporters in the gallery of
the commons write down, by connivance, in short-hand or otherwise, as much as they can of the principal speeches. It is not
usual for one person to attempt to report the whole series
ofa debate ;but, of four or five who attend for each paper, one
after another retires to report such a portion as he can, in due
time, write out for the press : the pens ofthe reporters, and the
fingers of the printers in the composing-room, almost keep
pace
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pace with the progress of the debate. It often happens that
the house has scarce adjourned when the report of its proceedings is ready to be delivered out in print to the public.
The Reports of committees and the papers printed by order
of the houses for the use of the members, find also their way
into the hands of the publishers of the daily newspapers ; as
do likewise the Journals of the two houses, in sheets, as they
are printed. These serve to correct, in part, the unfaithfulness
and inaccuracy ofthe reports: and they enrich our newspapers
with the most important documents which it is possible to exhibit respecting the policy, trade, wealth, and industry of the

empire.
Reports of the proceedings in the courts of justice civil and
criminal, and even of the accusations and probabilities upon
which persons are committed for trial by the magistrates of the
police, form another part of the materials of our newspapers.
These are deservedly interesting: they exhibit the history
of crimes, of contentions, of executive justice, of commercial and manufacturing business, of the turns of fortune in
personal adventure, and of almost the whole economy of
private life. They, in addition to the reports of the transactions in parliament, make up the whole history of English
law.
The declarations, addresses, petitions, and authenticated
minutes of incorporated bodies, and other assemblies, form
another branch of newspaper information, in which the state
of manners, policy, and public opinion is, in a con-iderable
degree, explained.
Private letters from the principal sea-port towns, and from
countries
3k

434

LEARNED SOCIETIES, SCIENCE, LITERATURE,

countries abroad, furnish another part of the information in
our daily papers.
The country newspapers supply a good many small portions
of matter for those of the metropolis : their information is
often more correct than that of the London newspapers ;but
it is comparatively small, and of subordinate importance.
Foreign newspapers, coming from France, Germany, and
Holland, supply the intelligence concerning affairs on the continent, which is to be found in those of London. Very few
continental newspapers, except the Correspondenten of Hamburgh,
and a number of those published at Paris, are however actually
inspected by the editors of the English papers.
Advertisements usually fill one half of a London newspaper
ingood reception : these illustrate the state ofmanners and commerce in this great city. They tend to make, every day, a great
fair or market for the whole empire, and especially for retail
trade. The publisher or proprietor of the newspaper is paid
for their insertion; and they yield beside a duty to government
of three shillings each.
The other materials consist of the wit, wisdom, and criticism
of the compilers of newspapers themselves. The wit consists of
puns on passing events : the wisdom consists of political observations generally subservient to the views of the party which
the paper espouses : and the criticism relates chiefly to the public amusements.
Notwithstanding the merit and the utility of these productions, it is not to be denied that false news, false wit, false
English, and false criticism, hurtful to good morals, fill a
large portion of most of these papers, though they cost the
nation
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nation so much money, and are the principal reading of
Englishmen.
The magazines and reviews are another sort of periodical publications by whichthe intelligence of the inhabitants of
this metropolis is greatly influenced, and in which it is attempted
to indicate the state of public opinion respecting matters of
science, literature, taste, and civil policy.
The proper object of a review is to give a faithful and
impartial analysis of the contents of every new book published
within the country in which it appears ; to distinguish what
new general truths in science, and facts in history, 'and inventions in art, and masterly performances of fancy and genius,
are given to the world in every such new publication;tobestow,
after full examination, such praises as may be of use to guide
public attention to books of which the excellencies ought to
engage peculiar regard ; to preserve especially whatever is of
genuine value inthose smaller publications which are liable to be
soon dispersed and lost ;to exhibit models in their own style, as
nearly faultless as possible, of propriety in writing, of soundness in judgment, of delicacy in taste, and rectitude in moral
sentiment.
But reviews have been from the first very far from attaining
such perfection. They had their commencement about the
same time with newspapers. They were written in France,
under the patronage of Colbert, with partialities, under restraints, and with a narrowness of views, which have left it difficult to decide whether they were, even then, more beneficial
or injurious to the cause of literature. In Holland, reviews
were written toward the end of the seventeenth century, in
greater
3k2
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greater freedom, yet still with views much too narrow and
partial in their comprehension, and in too great a subserviency

booksellers, and to the cabals of partiesin politics, literature, and theology. After various attempts,
less regular and successful at periodical criticism in London,
Mr. Laroche began, in January 1725, a work under the
title ofMemoirs of Literature, which he continued for three
years with considerable impartiality and industry. To it
succeeded, in 1728, a monthly publication of analysis and
criticism of new books, under the title of the Present State of
the Republic of Letters. This work, compiled with diligence, with no transendent merits, but without remarkable
dishonesty, was, for a number of years, well received, but at
length discontinued. The reviews which succeeded to it are
still in acourse of publication.
Of the utility of the publications called Reviews we scarcely
can speak enough in praise ;though it must be acknowledged
their mistakes have been deeply injurious : it might almost
indeed be said that their crimes have been heinous. They have
condemned the works of Goldsmith, Smollet, Sterne, and others
of the most classical productions of the British press. But the
good that they have done has been inestimable : they have not
only diffusedknowledge, but they have taught men to beware
of ignorance, have greatly contributed to refine the general style
of writing, and have essentially aided to improve accuracy
of perception, taste, and feeling. That they impose the general
falsehood upon the world that they are all of one opinion, for,
assuming the plural number, they seem to be unanimous in
tbeir decrees, when an individual only delivers his sentiments,
1
though
to the interests ofparticular
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the man over whom he sits in
judgment, is deeply to be regretted : that they conceal their
names, and are not accountable for any injury done to honourable individuals, by their often crude and false decisions, is
likewise a great evil : and that adventurers have the power, by
assuming a superiority which they do not possess, and by administering to the evil propensity, which is but too general, of
laughing at the absurdities, mistakes, and ignorance, from
which no author is absolutely free, is greatly to be lamented.
All these however are inconveniences, which time will meliorate and finally cure : while the benefits before mentioned will
everlastingly remain, and continually increase.
Of the reviews, and of works prepared to serve the purposes
of a review, there may be about twenty thousand copies published every month in London. The total expense which they
cost the public may be estimated at about four thousand pounds
sterling a month.
Monthly journals and magazines are other species of periodical publications in which literature and science
are assiduously diffused in Great Britain. The design of miscellaneous collections of small compositions on different subjects is very ancient. After the use of newspapers and of reviews
had made the idea of periodical publication familiar in London,
it was natural to think of bringing out miscellanies in this way.
Dryden's annual volumes of Poetical Miscellanies, Motteux's
Gentleman's Journal, and other periodical volumes or pamphlets, are examples of something like our present magazine publication in the end of the seventeenth century, and the beginning of the eighteenth. During the reign of Queen Anne,
to
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the publication of periodical
pamphlets on almost all subjects. Periodical miscellanies in
pamphlets or volumes increased in number, but without
acquiring in any instance remarkable stability, in a form
nearly similar to that of our present magazines, till about the
year 1732.
Mr. Edward Cave then conceived the design of the Gentleman'sMagazine. Abridgments of the party pamphlets;a miscellany of poetry and critical notes and disquisitions,
with short biographical memorials of eminent persons lately
deceased, and a chronicle of the most remarkable public events
of each month ; were the materials of which Cave composed
for some years the greater part of his magazine : even with
these it was highly acceptable to the public.
Till within these last ten years there were no magazines in
publication in London except the Gentleman's ;and varied imitations of its plan, numerous indeed, and even of extensive
sale, but very inferior merit. Yet the state of knowledge and
inquiry had been in the mean time exceedingly changed. The
public had become more scientific and more learned. Philosophy was connected much more than formerly with the study
and the practice of the common arts of life;information concerning subjects of rural economy and of natural history was
now much more eagerly sought, and more diligently and faithfully noted down and communicated than in former times :
there was, beside, a much more ardent and insatiable curiosity
than had been known for constant news concerning the state of
science, literature, and the arts connected with them in foreign
countries. The provincial history of the British empire had
become

nothing was

so common as
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become of much more importance in the eyes of the public : the
general desire to learn what was to be continually expected
from the studies of the learned bad been exceedingly increased ;
the British schools of the fine arts had risen to a much more
flourishing and active state; and, in general, there was much
more of fugitive information, scientific, ecumenical, and
literary, to be collected in a good magazine, and a stronger
desire generally prevalent throughout the community for a
continual acquaintance with that information. Upon such
considerations, the design of the Monthly Magazine
was conceived. Its plan exhibited, for a publication of this
sort, the first great and essential differences in materials and
arrangement from that of the Gentleman's Magazine. The
reception whichthis magazine meets, shews how well it is
adapted to the wants and the taste of the public. From four
to six thousand copies are sold every month.
In the whole, between forty and fifty thousand numbers of
magazines of all sorts are, every month, published in London.
The money received for them, and for the advertisements inserted, amounts to full six thousand pounds a month. A portion of this goes to government, in pamphlet and advertisement duty. Perhaps that estimate would not exceed the truth
which take the annual cost of reviews and magazines together,
published in this metropolis alone, at one hundred and fifty
thousand pounds, ultimately paid by the readers of these publications.
Beside magazines and reviews, intended to proceed innumbers
as long as the public will buy them, many other literary works,
destined to form separate books complete, within a moderate
extent,
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published in weekly or monthly numbers in London. Such are dictionaries of the arts and sciences, systems
extent, are

of natural history, and a multitude of other works, to the
amount of perhaps twenty or thirty thousand pounds sterling
a year in value, which are more conveniently dispersed in this
form, than if they were brought out at once, each in its full
bulk.
There are, likewise, some annual compilations made up
from the newspapers and monthly pamphlets of the preceding
year ;partaking of both the faults and the merits which belong
to the sources out of which they are drawn ;distinguished in no
instance by originality, or transcendent excellence.
BOOKS.

Beside being the centre from which diverges so many periodical publications, London is the focus of all the literature of
the kingdom. About seven hundred new books issue from its
printing presses every year, in the production of which not less
than two hundred thousand pounds is expended, beside as much
more in the reprinting of new editions of established works.
In the whole, little short of a million sterling is turned every
year in the British metropolis, by the publishers and proprietors of books, magazines, reviews, &c. &c.
Books in all languages may be purchased in this metropolis ;
for which purpose booksellers of various nations are induced to
form establishments, and keep large assortments in their warehouses. There is not a city in Europe where general literature
is so widely diffused, or where its principal productions may be
so easily procured. This is an invaluable advantage.
The
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The Circulating Libraries may likewise be justly esteemed a
blessing to mankind ; for all things that promote the expansion of knowledge are worthy so to be considered. The circulating libraries in London are great and small; but they are
exceedingly numerous, as there is scarcely a street of any extent
and of great population that is destitute of this advantage ;and
in some streets there are many of these libraries. The benefits
of the arts of printing begin to be generally understood, or at
least enjoyed ; while the heart dilates with pleasure to imagine
how great they will be in future ages.
Beside the publishers of books and the keepers of circulating
libraries, who are men so useful to society, there is a third class
of booksellers whichwelldeserve to be named. This class includes all those who collect the productions of past times, and
vend them at fixed prices to the literati and those who form
private or public libraries. The method generally pursued is
admirable : catalogues are annually published separately,by all
the booksellers who have such books to sell, and arranged in
such a manner as that every subject is kept distinct in alphabetical order ; so that it may immediately be seen whether any
book the purchaser desires can be procured of the publisher of
each catalogue. It is true that most of these books are intrinsically of little worth; though some of them are the very
reverse : but their estimation is made rather by their scarcity
than by their intrinsic merits. Those however who collect for
individual purposes of arrangement, by which general order is
promoted, thus receive very beneficial aid for a very beneficial
end.
3
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The following was the number and cost of all the new publications, published inLondon during the year 1800, in the various branches of learning:
£.

In Agriculture, 18 Books, See. amounting to
Antiquities, 15
Arts, Useful and Fine, 21

s. d.
6

0

27 3
9 7
4 7
Biography, 13
3 16
Chemistry, 13
Dictionaries, Grammars, and Books of Education, 38.... 7 14
6 12
Dramatic, 42
2 19
Ethicsand Metaphysics, 6
20 17
History, 24

0

Law> 24
Trials

at

6

?

Medicine, Surgery, &c. 60
Natural History,

9.....

Novels, 40

Philosophy, 9

Philology,

12

Poetry (including Translations), 68
Politics and Political Economy, 119

Theology, 43 1
Sermons,

55

0
0

2 12
17
18 3
7 19
about 20 0
3 8
2 12

0

;

3

* The Total number, 693, amounting to}
" ,
,,
{
(for a single copy ofc each)

3

0

0
0
0
0
0

10

0
9 0

16

4 0

22

Voyages and Travels, 20
,r

0

0

15

Miscellanies,34

0
0

4

10

Law, 75

Mathematics, 5

0
0

6

16 10 0

£.235

5

0

The

* At the Leipzig Easter Fair for the same year,the catalogue of newbooks published throughout Germany amounted to 2894, and those at the Michaelmas Fair
exceeded 1000, making a total of nearly 4000 new publications ! But the number
of professional German authors is estimated at 15000 !
InFrance, in 1800, were published 1172 new works, including pamphlets : on
natural
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The production of all these publications gives employment
to several thousand persons, consisting of printers, engravers,
painters, warehousemen, stitchers, binders, clerks and shopkeepers, type-founders, inkmakers, stationers, papermakers,
porters, and merchants. The authors performing the literary
labour which sets all those manufacturers and mercantile
dealers in activity, do not, for the whole island, exceed thenumber of three hundred persons, immediately living by the copymoney received for the fruits of their studies. Of these
not more than one hundred are persons who, on account of
taste, learning, and genius, truly deserve to live by literature.
The whole money which they receive from their labours does
not exceed twenty thousand pounds a year. This is,however, the
most honourably earned of any income that can be enjoyed in
human society; as for this sum is performed very nearly as much
useful service of instruction, as is done for all the other revenues
of the learned classes physicians,lawyers,and divines. In the
whole, writersof learning,genius, and popular talents, perform
through the medium of the press, for a sum not exceeding to
themselves immediately twenty thousand pounds a year, almost
the whole effective duty of the three learned orders, for which
millions are paid to the persons ostensibly filling those orders,
and which, by the power of knowledge, yield many millions in
real annual produce to the community.

—

natural history and botany there were 44 ; on medicine and philosophy 271; on morality 41; on legislation and politics 168 ; in belles lettres 75 ; in poetry and the
drama 303 ; and in works of fiction 125.
Thenumber of periodical literary journals in Germany is upward of 300, being
five times as many as in England, and ten times as many as in France ; but of daily
and weekly newspapers there are as many published in the British islands as in all
the rest of Europe.
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CHAPTER XI.

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS, THEATRES, MUSICAL AND
THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES.

JL HE public

spectacles in London may be classed as fol-

lows :
Musical Performances.
The Academy of AncientMusic.
The Concert of Ancient Music. .
Occasional Concerts, Vocal and Instrumental.
Winter Spectacles.
The Italian Opera.
Drury Lane Theatre.
Covent Garden Theatre.
The Royalty Theatre.
The Phantasmagoria.
Masquerades at the Pantheon and other places.
Various accidental Exhibitions.
Summer
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Summer Spectacles.

Haymarket Theatre.
Sadler's Wells.
Amphitheatre of Arts (Astley's).
The Royal Circus.
Vauxhall Ranelagh. Bermondsey Spa.
Many incidental Shews.

.—

MUSIC, AND

—

MUSICAL PERFORMANCES.

Music has rarely held a higher rank, among the fashionable
amusements of this metropolis, than it does at the present
time. New compositions of considerable merit, and of every
species, are daily issuing from the press : most of our bands
exhibit specimens of high taste and manual skill; and some of
the first singers in Europe add their names to our usual list of
vocal performers.
At the.head of our female vocal performers we have Mrs.
Billington, whose extraordinary sweetness and elevation of
voice are no less astonishing than her forcible expression and
flexible and volatile execution. This lady's name is selected
because, for the qualities we have mentioned, she is allowed to
be the first singer in Europe ;and it is a phenomenon to find
an English musical performer who confessedly stands unrivalled.
Academy of Ancient Music. {At the Crown and Anchor Tavern.)

This concert claims, from the priority of its foundation, the
first place in our observations on the various public concerts
established in London.
So
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So early as the year 1710, several eminent composers and
performers in London concerted a plan for the study and practice of vocal and instrumental music, which being immediately
supported and encouraged by persons of the first rank, formed
the commencement of the present institution.
Among the most distinguished authors of this improving
and laudable project, were the scientific Dr. John Christopher
Pepusch, the ingenious composers, Mr. John Lamert, Galliard,
and Mr.Gates, gentleman of the king's chapel.
The society was instituted at the Crown and Anchor tavern
in the Strand, and the first subscription was only half a guinea.
The performances, assisted by the gentlemen of the chapels
royal and St. Paul's cathedral, were received with the warmest
approbation;and the Academy was not only countenanced by
the greatest masters then in this country, among whom were
Handel and Geminiani, but its library became enriched by the
manuscript compositions of Abbati, Steffani, and Antonio
Lotti, who from time to time transmitted to the society their
valuable donations.
The Academy continued to flourish under the direction of
Dr. Pepusch till the year 1732, when Mr. Handel's oratorio of
Esther was performed by the academicians. The high applause
with which that piece was received first gave the composer the
idea of performing oratorial compositions during Lent. In
the same year, there being some misunderstanding between the
members and Mr. Gates, master of the chapel boys, they were
withdrawn; when Dr. Pepusch, at the instance and expense
of the Academy, undertook to educate four boys. To support
this new charge, the number of academicians was increased,
and
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and the annual subscription augmented to one guinea and a
half.
Till the year 1737, it had not been usual to admit ladies;
when it was resolved that each member should have the right
to introduce them. The Academy derived an additional eclat
from this laudable resolution, and continued to flourish under
the conduct of Dr.Pepusch, till the year 1752, when it received
an irreparable loss in the death of that great theorist and most
respectable character.
The Academy soon after assumed more of the form of a
public concert; eminent singers, and solo instrumental performers, were engaged ; in consequence of which the subscription was again advanced, and the number of concerts diminished. In this state it long remained, and the band was
successively led by Mr. Trudway, a gentleman of considerable
fortune, Mr. David Richards, and Mr. Barthelemon.
In February, 1785, a committee was appointed to examine
the laws and regulations formed since the institution, and to
prepare a new code, agreeably to the original intention of its
founders; which was confirmed, in March following, by a
general meeting of the subscribers.
In September, 1786, the society removed from the Crown
and Anchor tavern to Freemasons' hall; where, in 1788, it
was resolved to admit ladies as subscribers; and about this
time the orchestra was much improved. But the subscriptions
falling short, it was resolved to contract the performances, and
to place them more fully under the direction of some professional gentleman of eminence.
On this occasion Dr. Arnold, Dr. Cooke, and Dr. Dupuis,
were
4
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were severally nominated, when the committee evinced its judgment by choosing the former gentleman, whose experience as a
conductor of musical performances certainly rendered him the
most eligible of the three respectable candidates.
Under the direction of this gentleman, the performances of
the Academy continued with increasing credit tillthe year 1792,
when it was determined to raise the subscription to five guineas
per annum, and the orchestra was still further improved.
In the year 1799, the Academy returned to its former station,
the Crown and Anchor tavern; where, till his death, it continued to flourishunder the direction of Dr. Arnold.
The number of performances for each season have usually
been eight ;but in some seasons there have been only six. They
commence in January, take place once a fortnight, and each
is divided into two acts.
In conformity to the taste of the times, modern compositions, both vocal and instrumental, are occasionally introduced ;
which certainly gives an attractive diversity to the bill of fare :
but it must in candour be allowed that the conductor and
performers never display themselves to greater advantage than
in their execution of the works of the good old masters ;the
true spirit of which they feel and communicate to their audience.
Concert of Ancient Music. (Hanover SquareRooms.)
i

The Concert of Ancient Music (at present more generally
known by the appellation of the King's Concert) is a branch
that seceded from the Academy of Ancient Music, and is frequently held in the great room at the Opera-house. It generally
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rally commences in February, and continues weekly till the end
of May. The performances are on a Wednesday. Six directors, chosen from among the nobility, select in turn the pieces
for the night, and regulate all its principal concerns. The
leading feature of its rules is the utter exclusion of all modern
music. So rigid are its laws, on this head, that no compositions
less than twenty-five years old can be performed there, without
the forfeiture of a considerable sum from the director of the
night, which has only happened twice since the present establishment. Two obvious consequences result from this exclusion: the want of that variety and relief, which might be
produced by a judicious mixture of ancient and modern composition ;and, what is much more to be lamented, the total
discouragement of living genius.
Of other concerts^ vocal and instrumental, it might be erroneous to give any precise account ;they depend on the interest
and will of individuals, and are annually liable to vary. It
may be added, however, they are numerous.
Opera House.

This magnificent theatre (situated at the lower end of the
west side of the Haymarket) was originally built by Sir John
Vanburgh, at the beginning of the late century, and was first
opened in April 1705, under the appellation of the Queen's
Theatre, for the exclusive performance of Italian operas. In
the year 1720, a plan was adopted for a more regular and certain support of the undertaking, than that of the casual attendance of the public ; and a fund of 50,000b was raised by
subscription, of which sum ioool. was contributed by his
majesty,
3m
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majesty, George the First ;and the concern, under the arrangeof a governor, deputy-governor, and twenty directors,
was called the Royal Academy of Music. To render the design
as complete as possible, not only the first vocal performers, but
a lyric poet, and three of the best composers then in Europe,
who could be prevailed upon to visit this country, were soon
afterward engaged, viz. Handel, Attilia,and Bononcini.
Supported by the talents of these illustrious masters, the
opera long continued to flourish, and to attract the admiration
of the first musical judges. The managers, since that time,
have been multifarious. Messrs. Owen, Mac Swiney, Hoddice,
the Earl of Middlesex, Mr. Handel, Signora Venisci, Messrs.
Crawford, Yeates, Gordon, the Hon. Mr. Hobart, Messrs.
Brooks, O'Rily, Sir John Gallini, Mrs. Tranchard, and Mr.
Taylor. They are now once more changed. A few years ago
the theatre was burnt down, but was immediately rebuilt on
the same site, on a much larger scale.
Formerly, the opera performers were not only all Italians, or
nearly so, but consisted of the best that Italy could furnish.
Latterly, however, dancing has so greatly prevailed as to have
threatened to triumph over the more refined and noble art of
music. To allow time for the performance of ballets, operas
which originally consisted of three acts have been reduced to
two ;and a ballet is now often extended to a greater length
than an act of an opera.
The instrumental band has generally been esteemed the best
in this kingdom; but it is but justice to observe that our own
countrymen have, in this department of musical performance,
attained the highest degree of accuracy and execution ; and
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not only, generally speaking, kept pace with the best performers of Italy and Germany, but, in many instances, have
exceeded them.
The scenery is, in general, rich and brilliant ;but the space
behind the Curtain is by no means equal to that which the
opera mechanists enjoyed before the conflagration. The audience part of the house is, however, built on a scale of great
magnitude. There are five tiers of elegantly ornamented boxes,
a spacious pit, and a most ample gallery. The opera generally
opens for the season in December, and continues its representations, on the Tuesday and Saturday of every week, tillJune.
Theatre Royal,Drury Lane.

This immense and superb theatre exhibits externally a magnificence of plan, and internally a refinement of taste, which
are 2,t once an honour to Mr. Holland, the architect, and to the
nation. It was raised on the site of the old house, and opened
in the year 1794. It contains four elegant tiers of boxes, an
ample pit, and two galleries ;beside which there are a number
of private boxes, ranging along the sides of the pit, and so contrived as to afford the occupiers a perfect view of the stage,
without exposing their persons to the observation of the rest of
the audience. Drury-lane seems to be the favourite theatre
with people of fashion ;at which, indeed, we cannot be surprised when we consider the splendid talents by which it has
been recommended.
The only obvious disadvantage under which this theatre labours, is the want of a good composer. Since the decease of
the
3m2
<
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the elder Linley, and the ingenious Stephen Storace, the department they so ably filled has been miserably neglected; and,
though such menas Mr. Shield are among the musical professors of the metropolis, yet, the public look in vain to one of
its chief theatres for original and masterly compositions.
Theatre Royal, Covent Garden.

The amusements of this theatre, the late elegant interior
decorations of which do so much credit to the chief proprietor,
Mr. Harris, are supported by authors, composers, performers,
painters, and machinists, of the first excellence ;and it is in
every respect the worthy rival of its superb neighbour.
This theatre has, for several seasons, been particularly successful, and still continues, by the novelty and variety of its
representations, and the excellence of its performers, to attract
splendid and crowded audiences. It has been lately fitted up in
a very elegant style.
Theatre Royal, Haymarket.

This theatre, though not so elegant and spacious as either of
the winter houses, is fitted up in a neat and tasteful style, and
is capable of containing a numerous audience. The patent,
by which it is held, was formerly granted to Mr. Samuel Foote,
of whom it was purchased by the late Mr. George Colman,
the father of the present proprietor. It is opened during the
summer months, for the representation of plays and English
operas. The term of its patent extends from the 15th of May
to the 15th of September. The performances are highly
respect-
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respectable, and various new pieces are generally produced here
in the course of each season. This theatre contains three tiers
of boxes, a pit, and two galleries.
The Royalty Theatre, Wellclose Square.

This theatre, about seventeen years ago, was built by subscription, for the representation of plays, agreeably to a scheme
of the late Mr. John Palmer, by whom it was for some time
afterward conducted. The proprietors, however, not being
able to obtain a patent, or license, for the intended performances,
the undertaking failed ; and the house, after being kept open a
season or two, was shut. It has since been occasionally opened
during the winter season, by various adventurers.
Sadler's Wells.-

This theatre, situated at the south end of Islington, and the
amusements of which are limited to the representations of
burlettas, ballets, pantomimes, rope or wire-dancing, tumbling,
and other feats of activity, had its origin in the salubrious
qualities of a well, formerly famed for the extraordinary cures
it effected in certain diseases ;but which at the Reformation
was stopped up by the authority of government, to check the
impositions^ of the priests of the priory of Clerkenwell, who
extorted money from the people by making them believe that
the virtues of the water proceeded from the efficacy of their
prayers. The concourse of visitors had induced the proprietors
to have music at the house, and concerts were constantly performed there. The well, however, being closed, the place
declined, the music ceased, and the virtues of the waters grew
out
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out

of remembrance. In the year 1683, one ofthe labourers

of Mr. Sadler, a surveyor of the highways, who had lately
rebuilt the music-house there, discovered, as he was digging in
the garden, this once celebrated well, the water of whichis of a
ferruginous taste, resembling that of Tunbridge, but not so
strong of the steel. Here Mr. Sadler renewed the former concerts, and was succeeded in the concern by a Mr. F. Forcer, a
musician and vocal composer. After his decease, it was conducted by one of his sons, who was a barrister. This son was
the first occupier of the premises who exhibited there the diversions of rope-dancing and tumbling, which he continued till
the year 1730, when he died in an advanced age. It was
then taken by a Mr. Rosomon, who rebuilt it. Since him it
has been in the possession of several different persons, particularly Mr. King, and afterward Mr. Wroughton, both of Drurylane theatre. It now has various proprietors, who have added
to its interior many tasteful, judicious, and decorative improvements.

Astley's Amphitheatre, near Westminster Bridge.

This theatre is situated in the Westminster-road, near the
bridge, and, being rebuilt after it was lately burned down,
stands on the very ground on whichMr. Astley, senior, formerly exhibitedfeats of horsemanship and other amusements in
the open air ;the success and profits of which enabled him
afterward to extend his plan and erect a building which, from
the rural cast of the internal decorations, he called the Royal
Grove. In this theatric structure stage exhibitions were given,
while,ina circular area, similar to that inthe late theatre, horse-

manship,
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manship, and other feats of strength and agility, were continued.
Royal Circus, St. George's Fields.

This theatre, situated near the turnpike in Blackfriar's road,
St. George's fields, was built about twenty-five years ago : the
exterior appearance of the building is the same as when it was
first raised, but the internal part has undergone many alterations and improvements. The structure commenced by subscription, and was undertaken in favour of a Mr. Hughes, a
riding-master of considerable abilities; and who, in conjunction with Mr. Dibdin, conducted it for some time with considerable success, as an exhibition of ballets, pantomimes, and

horsemanship.
This theatre, which is considered as the rival of Astley's, has
lately been so materially altered and improved, both before and
behind the curtain, as justly to entitle it to the appellation
given it by the proprietors, of the New Royal Circus ;and certainly it is no way inferior to the Amphitheatre of Arts, either
in elegance or convenience.
Vauxhall Gardens.

This delightful and much-frequented place of summer's
amusement, which has so long been the resort of the gay world,
is situated about a mile and a half from London, on the south
side of Lambeth. It was formerly little more than a teagarden, enlivened with instrumental music; but its rural
beauty and easy access rendered it so much frequented that the
proprietor was encouraged to speculate on public patronage,
and
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and determined to augment the attraction, by the introduction
of vocal music. Lowe and Beard, of celebrated memory, were
among the first who were engaged there. The admittance at
that time, and long since, was one shilling;but, other places of
public amusement having been opened in its neighbourhood, it
was found requisite to counteract their rivalship by augmentations, and a variation of its attractions. This necessarily increased the demand for admission, which is at present two
shillings; but on particular nights of unusual splendour in the
illuminations it is more. These gardens are beautiful and
extensive, and contain a variety of walks, brilliantly illuminated
with variegated coloured lamps, terminated with transparent
paintings; and disposed with so much taste that they produce
an enchanting effect on first entering the garden. Facing the
west door is a large and superb orchestra, decorated with a profusion of lights of various colours ; and on the left, at a small
distance, is a spacious and elegant room, in which the band
performs when the weather is unfavourable. Though the
.entertainments are more varied than formerly, the vocal department still forms a prominent attraction : it is always miscellaneous, generally supported by respectable performers, and the
band is numerous and well appointed. At ten o'clock a bell
announces the opening of a beautiful cascade, which, exhibiting
some rural and comic scenery, delights and surprises. Fireworks, of the most ingenious kind, have lately been occasionally
introduced to heighten the attractions of this charming place :
nor are these the only allurements for the senses ;in a great
number of recesses parties take suppers, and other refreshments,
provided with the utmost attention, and charged according to
a bill
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billof fare, with the prices annexed. From 5,000 to 15,000
well-dressed persons are occasionally present. The gardens
open about the middle of May, and close about the end of
August. The doors are opened at seven o'clock, and the concert begins at eight.
a

Rtt?2elagh.

This place is situated about two miles west of London, in
the village of Chelsea : it consists of a splendid rotunda and
gardens. The rotunda, used as a promenade, is very spacious,
and brilliantly illuminated, with a neat orchestra. The amusements of Ranelagh, generally speaking, are limited to miscellaneous musical performances, vocal and instrumental ; and in the
garden fireworks and illuminations. Masquerades are sometimes given in a very good style ;but the genius of the English
seems not well calculated for this species of amusement.
It has lately been engaged by the Pic Nic Society ;and will,it
is supposed, be appropriated to their entertainments.
MISCELLANEOUS PUBLIC PERFORMANCES, AND REMARKS.

Of the miscellaneous public performances of this city it
would be fruitless to attempt any accurate account ;they are
not only too multifarious but they are so continually changing.
Some of them have indeedbeen repeated many years ;but even
these depend on the numerous accidents of life and death,
health and sickness, profit and loss, and the mutabilities to
which men are liable. Concerts for the pleasure of the fashion"
able
3n
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able and wealthy, who are often wearied by indolence and tor-

mented by caprice; readings, French and English; pic nies
and private theatres ;masquerades, where barren attempts to
be witty and humorous are happily relieved by eating, drinking, and dancing; philosophy, orreries, most learnedly nicknamed eudoranions ; fireworks,phantasmagorias, invisible girls,
musical glasses, Irish giants, jugglers, calves with two heads,
any thing, be it wise or absurd, that can attract idlers and draw
money for the profit of adventurers, may be certain each and
all of temporary success, in this metropolis. Yet, though its
inhabitants are so much more numerous, it is by no means so
prolific in its rareeshews as the pleasure-trading Paris. The
wealth it contains taken into the estimate, and the comparatively greater value of money in France, this phenomenon can
only be resolved by difference in the general state of knowledge, and other moral causes.
At the west end of the town, from Christmas till the king's
birth-day (which is on the 4th of June), several subscription
concerts are conducted in the best style. To these, which are
the principal amusements of London, may be added, rowing
and sailing matches on the Thames in summer, which exhibit
scenes of manly contest, equally delightful and laudable.
The public promenades, particularly on the Sunday, are
thronged with pedestrians of all classes ; and the different ranks
of people are scarcely distinguishable either by their dress or
their manners. The duchess and her femme de chambre are
dressed exactly alike : the nobleman and his groom are equally
ambitious of displaying the neat boot, the cropped head, and
the external decorations, as well as the quaint language, of the
stable-
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stable-boy. The dapper milliner, and the sauntering female of
slender reputation, imitate the woman of fashion, in the choice
of their clothes, and the tenor of their conversation ; while
all ranks of females display a lightness of drapery, which might
almost characterize the dimensions of a Grecian statue.
To revert to our theatres, perhaps, on the habitable globe,
there is not a more splendid assemblage of dramatic talents
than is to be found at this period on the British stage : and,
if the authors of the present day condescend to mingle with
genuine wit the buffoonery of dulness, it is because reflection flies to the theatres to forget the terrific scenes of
warfare, the gloomy intricacies of political manSuvre, and the
weariness of daily assiduity. Man, when he is oppressed with
melancholy bordering on despondency, flies to the broad outline of boisterous mirth : the finer and more delicate minutiae
of sentiment, and the sweet, the interesting, realities of domestic life, with their richer adornments of sighs and tears, may
soften mental pain, but will not extract the deeply driven
thorns of disappointment. Themind which is absorbed in the
contemplation of public events, or oppressed with private cares,
has not leisure to cherish the meliorating powers of sober
rational delight. It is in the solitude of peaceful thought that
man becomes something far above the common horde of humanity.
The capital of England is not celebrated for the number of
its places of public amusement ;but that defect is, perhaps,
compensated by the moral worth of some, and the splendour
of others.
It is a subject of surprise, or rather of astonishment, that the
dramatic
3n2
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diamatic art should continue to be decried by men of high
intellect, whose opinions loquacious and shallow-minded persons repeat as their own, till these opinions have acquired such
currency as to have established an almost general belief, among
serious and well-intentionedpeople, that the stage is the school
of vice. To the cause of morality, which this doctrine is
intended to promote, it is dangerously injurious. The powers
of man have not hitherto invented a mode of instruction so
alluring, so deeply impressive, and so profoundly adapted to
inculcate the noblest principles and the purest virtues, as the
dramatic art. It is a wonderful engine, on which the attention
of mankind ought to be fixed, and its capacities and effects
studied, encouraged, and rendered universal.
It has inconsideratelybeen objected that vice, in all its modes
and all its seductions, is taught on the stage by being there
exhibited. This evil prevails to a certain extent, and like other
evils ought to be redressed ; which it will be in proportion as
the general intellect is improved : by such progress only can
ribaldry be entirely banished the stage. But there is no unmixed good, or evil, in any of the actions, the inventions, or
the principles of man ;the greatest quantity is all that can be
contended for by reason, and how preponderating is the balance
in favour of the dramatic art ! How ardent does the soul
become in the cause of the virtue it there beholds and adores !
With what odium, contempt, and ridicule, does it overwhelm
the representatives of vice and folly ! It may justly be doubted
if any prohibition was ever more irrational or impolitic than
that which has been laid upon the stage ;or any monopoly that
can be compared, as oppressive in an equal degree, to that of
the
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the theatres in London. It appears like a conspiracy to extirpate the divine art of poetry, and its keen, delightful, and still
more divine offspring, a pure moral sense. When our theatres
are as numerous in proportion to population as they were in
the happy theatrical era of Jonson and Shakespeare, we have
chance that our rival dramatic authors may have less to apprehend from diurnal and dogmatical ignorance.
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STATE OF THE FINE ARTS, PUBLIC AND

CHAPTER XII.

STATE OF THE FINE ARTS, AND THEIR INFLUENCE
ON AND RELATION TO MANNERS. PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE COLLECTIONS, AND PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS.

J. ROM the

theatres the mind turns, with sympathetic delight, to those exhibitions in which the painter and the sculptor
display their rival excellence. These also are the delineators of
men and of manners. They give the features, the costume, the
scenery, of different nations. They represent the actions of
great men, the victories of the brave, the harmonies of domestic
life, and the fascinations of personal beauty, with an effect at
once pleasing and powerful. The portraits of Sir Joshua
Reynolds, who presented not only the form, and the features,
but the mind, on his magically-breathing canvas, will live with
those of Vandyke and Rubens ; while the productions of
Hogarth, Wilson, Gainsborough, and many living artists, who
are not named because till their death their merits are more or
less contested, may, without peril by comparison, embellish the
same
4
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same gallery with those of Claude de Lorraine, Rubens, and

Raphael.
A public exhibition is one of the most fostering spheres for
the expansion of genius. But, in the world of painting as
well as of letters, prejudice and partiality should be divested of
their poisons, lest they, in time, contaminate and blast the very
of genius. Pictures of peculiar excellence have sometimes been placed in so unfavourable a light that they have not
only lost their effect but have even been precluded from observation ; while the coarse daubings of more popular artists have
glared through their day of exposure like the broad signposts
of arrogance and folly. Yet among the ornaments of the art
we have to boast of a Barry, an Opie, a Northcote, a Lawrence,
a Turner, a West, a Thomson, and many a rising candidate for
fame.
The travels of Mr. Flaxman have cultivated a pure and
elegant taste. His casts, after the antique, are executed with
an effect and precision which will embellish our public buildings and our private galleries for centuries to come. It is
greatly to be lamented that this majestic art has hitherto been
little cherished in Britain. Statues, busts, and vases, which
almost universally embellish the public edifices, and the private
habitations of the nobility, and even of the middling classes, in
Italy, are seldom seen in the halls or galleries of the English
houses. There are, indeed, collections of the very first order in
the possession of individuals in this country. Wilton, the
seat of the earl of Pembroke, Stourhead, the princely palace of
Sir Richard Hoare, and the house of Mr. Townley, of Parkstreet, Westminster, have many exquisite and valuable antique
samples

root
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samples of the sculptor's art : but (whether from the fastidious
delicacy of false taste, or the force of habit, is yet to be decided)
we seldom see this power of giving the human form with all
its grace and symmetry encouraged, or even approved, by the
mass of civilized society. Why cannot the British sculptor
exercise that divine spirit of emulation which immortalized
the Grecian art ? Why does not a Flaxman, by an original
masterpiece, dispute the wreath of fame with the most celebrated sculptors of antiquity ? To the labours and taste of
Mr. Flaxman, however, the public will ever be indebted ;his
exertions promise to awaken that gust for the art in which he
excels, which has not only been dormant, but has scarcely ever
been cherished into vigour, in this country.
Neither is the name of Flaxman, though highly deserving of
praise, selected as the only one whose labours merit that distinction; but as type for many excellent rivals. Casa Nova, at
Rome, is allowed indeed to have surpassed all modern sculptors, and many of the ancients.
Among the best public specimens of modern English sculpture are those which embellish the Gothic aisles of Westminsterabbey. Yet even there they are so crowded together, so mingled
with awkward, uncouth, and heavy designs, ill executed and
ill arranged, that more than half their beauty is lost in the
chaos of inconsistency; and it is a disgrace to the sculptor's
art, as well as to a proud monument of Gothic architecture,
that Westminster-abbey exhibits, even in these enlightened
days, a wax-work puppetshew of kings and queens, which
would produce contempt from the spectators even in the booth
of an itinerant mountebank.
Sculpture

PRIVATE COLLECTIONS, AND PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS.

465

Sculpture might be exhibited to the greatest advantage in
the sublime temple of St. Paul ;a building which, thoagh of
more diminutive construction than the far-famed St. Peter's at
Rome, is infinitelymore beautiful in the minutiae of its external
decorations. This splendid building would display monumental efforts of art with considerable effect, provided they
were tastefully and judiciously disposed. Our squares exhibit
statues, but they are not of the first order. But these deficiencies are beautifully contrasted by the plantations of Grosvenor, Portman, Fitzroy, Leicester, P'insbury, Soho, and Lincoln's
Inn squares ;and it is to be hoped that every open space of
ground in London will, in the course of a few years, afford its
inhabitants this species of summer promenade.
Three foreigners of distinguished names in polite criticism,
Montesquieu, the Abbe duBos, and the Abbe Winkelman, were
pleased to represent the English as aliens (chiefly from the
nature of their climate) to that taste, without which the fine
arts have no existence, and morals lose half their worth. The
usual discernment and accuracy of the former, and the character for laborious research in the two latter, converted this
injurious phantasy into a current opinion. In a treatise, of
peculiar strength and beauty, expressly written on the subject,
our countryman, Mr. Barry, has shewn that the origin of taste
is to be found in the accidents of a nation's history, and has
vindicated England in the illustrious examples of her poets.
With the same breath, however, he acknowledges that moral
causes have existed to obstruct the progress of the fine arts in
England. Without following Mr. Barry in his happy development
3o
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lopment of those causes, we are compelled to own, that while
Sir Christopher Wren, and Inigo Jones, Hogarth, Wilson, and
Sir Joshua Reynolds, with several of our living artists, have
placed the name of England for the fine arts on the same roll
with Italy, and even Greece ; yet, the actual general character
of England, in this respect, is unworthy of her genius. A
stranger who rambles through London will be dissatisfied with
the general style of the public buildings, and chilled with the
poverty of thought and invention, that leaves the noblest
situations unadorned with monuments of the arts, or disfigured with poor and frigid examples of them. If the outside
of the cathedral of St. Paul, the inside of St. Stephen's church,
Walbrook, the portico of St. Martin's near the Strand, and
the fragment of the palace of Whitehall, be excepted, there are
not many buildings of eminent grandeur or exquisite beauty in
this metropolis. In statues, the public places are still more
barren; perhaps, there are none but those of Charles I. at
Charing-cross, and James II. in the court behind Whitehall,
that can be viewed with emotion, which is the genuine effect
of a natural and lively imitation of nature. The only fine
paintings that are in any manner open to the public, are the
ceiling of the chapel at Whitehall (by Rubens), and the pictures (by Barry) in the great room of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, in the Adelphi.
These examples of architecture, sculpture, and painting, are
indeed worthy, in their respective classes, of a great city and
nation ;but the largest and most wealthy city in Europe should
present a multitude, a crowd of such pure and excellent objects
of
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of delightful sensations. Commerce, wealth, and luxury, are
just sources of jealousy to all who would rather see a people
happy than splendid, even when they are attended with the fine
arts, which are among their compensations ;but a large capital,
which ranks with the former, and is unblest with the latter,
has nothing equivocal in its character, and is a monster of
moral and political deformity. London is not to be reproached with that hateful character. Though it fails in
exterior decoration, it may honourably and proudly boast of
many grand collections of pictures and statues, and of the
passion for the fine arts of their meritorious owners.
The paintings before mentioned, or at least some of them,
which are in part public, are the following :
In the British Museum is the portrait of Sir William
Hamilton, by Sir Joshua Reynolds ;the miniature portraits of
Sir Thomas More, Charles the First, and Cromwell ;Rubens,
by himself; the portrait of Britton, the musical small-coal
man : various other portraits, with their names affixed, of little
merit it is true withrespect to painting, but invaluable as being
the resemblances of great men, now no more ; with the painted
staircase, of which the landscape part was by Rousseau ;the
great saloon, in fresco, by Baptiste ;and some of the precious
ware called Raphael's china.
In the FoundlingHospital are several of the immortal works
of Hogarth, Wilson, and Gainsborough ;of whichthe particulars have been before recited, in the fourth chapter, under their
proper head.
At St. Bartholomew's Hospital the painted staircase is by
Hogarth; with some pictures by Verrio and other masters.
Works
302
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Works by Holbein still may be seen in Bridewell and
Barber Surgeons' hall.
In the beautiful St. Stephen's, Walbrook, and again in the
Foundling Hospital, West has afforded specimens of this art.
In Lambeth Palace there are portraits by Holbein, Vandyke,
Hogarth, and Reynolds ; with many others by inferior artists :
this however must be considered as being less a public place
than any of the former.
PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS.

The annual exhibition at the Royal Academy is entitled to
the first notice.
In the year 1774, old Somerset palace was purchased of the
crown, and an act of parliament passed for embanking the
river Thames before Somerset-house, and for building upon its
site various public offices. The part of the building appropriated to the artists is our present inquiry.
The room on the ground floor is set apart for models of
statues, plans, elevations, and drawings.
The coved ceiling of the library was painted by Reynolds and
Cipriani. The centre by Sir Joshua, representing the Theory
of the Art, under the form of an elegant and majestic female,
seated in the clouds, and looking upward : she holds in one
hand a compass, in the other a label, on which is written
Theory is the knowledge of what is truly nature.

The four compartments in the coves of the ceiling are by
Cipriani,
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Nature, History, Allegory, and Fable.
These are well imagined, and sufficiently explain themselves.
The adjoining room being originally appropriated to models
and casts from the antique, of which this society has a most
valuable and curious collection, is plain and unornamented.
The council-room is more richly decorated : the stucco is in
a good taste ;and in the centre compartment of the ceiling are
five pictures, painted by Mr. West. The centre picture represents the Graces unveiling Nature; the others represent the
four Elements from which the imitative arts collect their
objects, under the description of female figures, attended by
genii, with fire, water, earth, and air, exhibited in different
forms and modifications. The large oval pictures, which adorn
the two extremities of the ceiling, are the work of Angelica
Kauffman, and represent Invention, Composition, Design, and
Colouring. Beside these nine large pictures, there are inthe angles or ospandrells, in the centre, four coloured medallions, representing Apelles, the painter; Phidias, the sculptor;
Apollodorus, the architect; and Archimedes, the mathematician;and, round the great circle of the centre, eight smaller
medallions, held up by lions, on which are represented, in
chiaro-oscuro, Palladio, Bernini, Michael Angelo, Flamingo,
Raphael, Dominichino, Titian, and Rubens ; all these were
painted by Rebecca.
Sir Joshua Reynolds was the first president : his urbanity of
manners, and his high rank in the arts, gave him a respectability with the society which it will not be easy for any of his
followers to surpass. He was succeeded by the present president, Mr. Benjamin West.
The
represent
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The stated professors of painting, in its different departments, read lectures to the students in their various branches ;
and, as they possess a most capital collection of casts and
models from antique statues, they have what may be deemed
a good school for drawing. A school for cdlouring they still want,
and it has been recommended to them to purchase a collection
of pictures, to which the students might resort, and compare
their own productions with those of the great masters, whose
works have stood the test of ages. The lectures by Sir Joshua
Reynolds are published, and are models of elegant composition,
as well as scientific taste. Those by Mr. Barry were published
a few years ago, and contain much excellent information.
OTHER EXHIBITIONS.

Panoramas, a modern invention or rather mode of a very

pleasing and accurate kind, and other exhibitions by speculative
adventurers, are not of that stability whichdemands recapitulation : it is sufficient to know that such things are, that they
greatly contribute to bring the fine arts into notice, and that
while the curious have money to bestow, enterprise will find
a certain succession of novelty. It may also be observed that on
this subject the public prints always give ample information.
PRIVATE COLLECTIONS.

For the fine arts London is now much and deservedly distinguished. The commotions on the continent have operated
as
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as a hurricane on the productions of genius, and the finest
works of ancient and modern times have been torn from their
old situations. Many,very many, of them havebeen consigned
to this country, and are now in the private collections of our
nobility and gentry, in and about the metropolis.
The private collections in the metropolis, not includingthose
in the country, which are very numerous, and many of them
rich indeed for the works they contain, the cabinets and picture
galleries now existing in London, are too multifarious, and,
unfortunately, are too much concealed for any list of them to
be given. It may be briefly mentioned that to collect the best
and rarest works of former artists is a taste that appears daily
to increase,and in such a ratio as to place certain rare and great
productions beyond the purchase of any but men who enjoy
an eminent superfluity of wealth. Many of these collections
have been made at an expense which in former times would
have been deemed enormous.
Here however it must be considered that the value of money
is greatly decreased ;that the prices formerly given for pictures
and works of art appeared quite as extraordinary to the connoisseurs of past times as to those who now collect ;and that
the same exclamations against the folly and passion, or rather
the infatuated mode, of the expenditure was equally great.
There would perhaps be more truth were such remarks applied
to the cultivators of tulips, the breeders of greyhounds, and the
collectors of curiosities; though something may be said even in
their defence. Wherever high powers of human intellect are
discovered, high remunerations have in all ages been awarded.
It is afflicting that these honours and benefits so very rarely
are
i
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are conferred on the living artist. That successive admiration
which a lapse of time only can bestow is necessary to stamp a
value on works of art : and fashion and caprice, frequentlyin the
disguise ofrefined taste, have their influence ;so that Raphael
at one period, Michael Angelo at another, and Rubens at a third,
shall appear indisputably to maintain superiority. Corregio,
Riciardello, Dominichino, the Carraci, and the great artists of
the Bologna school, all have had, and again are likely to have,
their enthusiastic admirers. Great indeed were their deserts ;
but it is melancholy to recollect that Corregio was oppressed by
poverty, Dominichino was envied and persecuted by rivals, and
Annibal Carraci is said to have been killed by disappointment
because he was so ill paid after he had finished his greatest
work.1
This is peculiarly applicable to all living men of genius, and
among them to such of the English artists as come under that
description. It must induce them to resign themselves with
greater ease to this crying injustice when they remember it has
been, and to a certain extent will long remain, a common misfortune.
The influence of the fine arts upon morals is of a happy
kind : they not only teach the beauty of simplicity, and correct
awkwardness and absurdity of dress, but they call vis from
gross and sensual pursuits to the contemplation of select and
beautiful transcripts of nature, and the almost miraculous
powers of mind. They do or they may inculcate the most
noble principles of moral virtue, may commemorate events
that are instructive to the whole human race, and may exalt
the soul to the perception and love of the everlastingly beautiful
4
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tiful and good. Though it is not intended to introduce an
ill-timed dissertation on this delightful topic in this place,
yet to remind ourselves of the riches we possess, of their
increase, and of the useful, well-employed, and eminent talents
of many of our living artists cannot be improper, when
speaking upon such a subject. May living merit meet a living
reward ! Be it remembered the dead can neither eat nor hear.
Without attempting to catalogue and awkwardly praise a
few persons in London, who are in the possession of grand and
beautiful pictures, which to the individual collectors who maybe
forgotten or are unknown might appear invidious, any stranger,
who is in search of such objects, is certain to obtain information of them after even a slight inquiry. Such specimens of
art in fact, change their masters too often, and are too subject tO the mutations of caprice and good and ill fortune, to
demand any thing more to be here said, than that very many
such collections do and are likely to exist.

CONCLUSION.

AT the end of this work, which is intended to be a faithful
picture of the general and present state of the metropolis, it
should be remembered that the minutiae and almost innumerable circumstances which swell the folios of Maitland, Seymour, and other writers,have here been carefully avoided. When
to collect such minutiæ is the plan, the more ample and complete
3p
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the higher value they give to the
work. But when, as in the present history, it is meant to give
such an account that the reader may form images to himselfof the
things described, whether they should or should not be familiar
to him, the language and the manner that are proper to produce these effects ought to be adopted. Thus, in the introductory History of London, those remarkable facts have been
preferred which are connected with the history of the kingdom ;
as well as those which have tended to raise it to its present
splendour. In the general description of the place, efforts have
been invariably made to give enlarged views upon the subject.
"
"
Under the head Present Manners and Police pictures are
drawn of things as they are ;leaving things as they have been
to a different kind of work. The hospital-:, tribunals, palaces,
and other appurtenances of state ; the commerce, public and
commercial buildings ;the squares, statues, and architecture j
a detail of the actual state ofthe prisons ;the learned societies,
literature, journals, and bibliography ;the theatres, and public amusements; together with the state of the sine arts : under
each of these heads the constant endeavour has been to afford
accurate, ample, and pleasing information. Such is the object
of the present work, and of its success the reader by this
time is able to decide.

plete such collections
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DESCRIP-

475

DESCRIPTION OF THE

F]LAT.ES

WHICH

EMBELLISH THIS WORK.

THE CITIES OF LONDON AND WESTMINSTER,

Copiedfrom the Camera Obscura in the Royal Observatory at Greenwich.
(Frontispiece.)

IT is impossible to conceive a more lively or more accurate view of the Metropolis
than that which is given in this Plate. It embraces the whole of the grand outline,
and every principal feature of London,together with that part ofthe Thames which
exhibits most of that busy scene of navigation and commerce for whicfr it is so
highly celebrated. The view is taken from the Royal Observatory in Greenwichpark, andis actually copied from the table of the Camera Obscura there,bypermission
of the Astronomer Royal : speaking of which, Mr. Addison, in his Spectator,
"
ever saw wasone drawn on the walls of
No. 414, says, The prettiest landscape I
a dark room at Greenwich, which stood opposite, on one side, to a navigable river,
and on the other to a park. The experiment is very common in optics. Here you
might discover the waves and fluctuations of the water in strong and propercolours,
with the picture ofa ship entering at one end, and sailing by degrees through the whole
piece. On another there appeared the green shadows of trees waving to and fro with
" The scene," says Dr.
the wind, and herds of deer among them in miniature."
"
Blair,inhis CriticalExamination of the Style in the Spectator, which Mr. Addison
refers to is Greenwich-park, with the prospect of the Thames, as seenby a
Camera Obscura, which is placed in a small room in the upper story of the Observatory;
3P2
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tory; where Iremember to have seen, many years ago, the whole scene here desciibed,
corresponding so much to Mr. Addison's account of it in this' passage, that, at the
time, it recalled it to my memory."
The foreground of the Plate is the foot ofthe park, beyond which is the town of
Greenwich, the building witli the flag being Greenwich-church. The town to the
left is Deptford. The broad expanse of water to the right is the part of the Thames
called Deptford Reach ; in which is the King's yard, distinguished by a man of war
on the stocks with flags flving, seenbeyond the tower of Greenwich-church. Several
menof war are seen in the lower part of the Reach.
On the right of the river is the Isle of Dogs, in which the West India Docks are
situated. The manner in which the river winds may be partly traced in this view.
The light line running through the centre of the Metropolis marks the course ofthe
river, which winds,in a very luxuriant manner, from the western to the eastern extremity of the town ; and, afterwards making a great sweep round the point outside of
the right of the Plate, stretches again to the left, forming that part which is called
Deptford Reach.
The church in the distance,and on the right, is Limehouse-chutch ; and that which
is nearer the Reach is Rotherhithe (usually called Redriff), on the south bank ofthe
Thames. The next churchis St. George'sinthe East. St.Paul's standingconspicuously in the centre ; and Westminster-abbey, with its noble towers, at the extremity
on the left ; form bold and beautiful objects in this fine picture.
The beautiful pillar which rises to the right of St. Paul's is the Monument ;and
the extensive square building below, with its turrets, is the Tower of London. In
the background, on the right of the picture, are seen the hills of Highgate and Hampstead, which rise in great beauty and grandeur, bounding the northern side ofthe
town.

GREENWICH
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GREENWICH HOSPITAL, THE WEST INDIA DOCIvS, See.
{Page 169.)

THE house in the foreground is that of the Ranger of Greenwich-park. Beyond,
are the southern divisions of Greenwich-hospital, with their beautiful colonnades and
domes. Through the interval between these is seen the centre of the grand terrace
which runs along the whole front next to the river. A man of war is passing up
the river, and is seen in this opening. The extensive range of buildings, toward the
background, is the finished warehouses of the West India Docks. They are erected
on the northern side of the dock for unloading inward. Nothing can be imagined
more complete than they are. This dock covers thirty acres ; andwillcontain nearly
three hundred sail of West Indiamen. To the south is a smaller dock for loading
outwards. The ground between these docks and the river is amarsh, called The Isle
cfDegs. It is a peninsula, and is intersected by a canal cut for vessels and craft,
permitted to go through this short passage on the payment of certain rates. The
church to the left is St. Anne's, Limehouse. The whole site embraced by this Plate
is peculiarly worthy to be visited.
GREENWICH PARK.
[rage 176.)

THIS is a spot of great natural beauty; and in the Easter and Whitsunt.de holidays presents a very gay, busy, and festive scene. The broad avenue on the hill,
seen in the Plate, is the principal attraction to the merry-making folks. It is extremely steep, and usually thronged ; and, every now and then, a group of young
men and women, locked hand in hand, rush down this path at full speed; the grand
jest and enjoyment of the scene consisting in the falls that happen to the females as
well as males in this slippery enterprise. Greenwich is crowded at these holidays.
Inthe public-houses is dancing from morning to evening. Almost every private house
of the lower and middle sort make tea and coffee ; yet it is often difficult to find room
even for a small company ; and it is very usual for parties to take a cold repast and
wine with them, and dine beneath the trees in the Park, in spots a little retired from
the throng. At such times, it is supposed that from ten to thirty thousand of these
holiday keepershave been collected in this Park in a single point of view. The hills
of this Park afford various beautiful views of London, and the Thames wilh its
moving forest of masts. The building on the brow of thehill is the Royal Observatory. The astronomical apparatus is very excellent ; and the whole is worthy of
being visited by the curious.
COURT
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COURT OF KING'S BENCH.
(Page 233.)

THIS Court is an enclosure, formed by a handsome Gothic screen, at the upper
end of Westminster-hall, on the left ; another enclosure on the right, corresponding with this in style, being the Court of Chancery. The four judges are seated on
one bench under a canopy in theGothic style ; lined at the back with tapestry embroidered with the King's arms, the fasces and other emblems of justice. Before each
is placed a small desk. The Chief Justice takes the second seat on the left of the
Plate ; the oldest of the puisne judgesbeing on his right. This is the chief of the
common law courts, and has its name from the King having anciently presided.
therein in person. All criminal causes and pleas of the crown are determined in this
Court exclusively, as well .as civil actions ; and the judges hold their offices non
durante placito, but quamdiu se bene gesserint.
The judges have no less than five different dresses for various occasions ; namely,
robes of fine scarlet cloth, trimmed with white ermine ; black cloth with white
ermine ; purple cloth with blue and red shot silk cape and cuffs ; scarlet with brown
silk cape and cuffs ; and gowns of black silk. The four first are robes of ceremony ;
and with them is worn the large full-bottomed wig. The last is seldom worn but
when the judge sits at Nisi Prius ; and with it is worn the tie wig. The silk gown
ofthe Chief Justice is distinguished from the rest by a train. Immediately below the
judges are seated the clerks of the court; viz. themaster andotherclerks ofthe Crown
Office, the master of the King's Bench Office with his deputy, and the clerk of the Rules
with his deputy. Their duty is to take minutes of the several rules and orders of the
court according to their respectivedepartments. These weara black silk gown and
tie wig. The space immediately below the clerks, and between themand the counsel,
is allotted to strangers, and to attorneys andother persons concerned in causes. The
counsel are seated on benches, enclosing this space in the form of an amphitheatre. A
partition called the bar separates the King's counsel's seats from those behind : the
former are distinguished also by wearing silk gowns and full-bottomed wigs on the first
day of Term, and when pleading before either house of parliament; but on other occasions they appear in tie wigs as other barristers, who wear princes-stuff gowns and tie
wigs on all occasions. On the left of the Plate is the jury box ; and on the right a
box for the law students. Behind the counsel's benches is a space usually filled with
strangers. The three royal figures in Gothic niches over the canopy are very ancient, and represent William Rufus, Henry I. and King Stephen. On the
other side of the Hall in the Court of Chancery are three similar statues of Henry
the
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thc Second, Richard the First, and King John. The most probable conjecture is that
they were placed there about the time of Henry the Third ; for although the Hall was
rebuilt by Richard the Second, yet the old south wall appears not to havebeen taken
down. Strangers of distinction are usually invited to sit on the bench, on the
left of the judges. This Court has no gallery; and is so small, that the inconvenience to all who have business in it is extremely great. On the first day of each
Term the judges of all the four courts, after breakfasting with the Lord Chancellor,
proceed in state, attended by their respective officers, to Westminster-hall, according
to their rank of precedence; the Lord Chancellor going first ; next the Chief Justice
of the King's Bench ; then the Master of the Rolls ; the Chief Justice of the Common Pleas ;the Chief Baron of the Exchequer ; and then the Puisne Judges according to the priorities of their respective courts. The Serjeants in their robes are drawn
up in a line on the right hand side of the Hall to receive them as they pass, when
each judge shakes hands with every serjeant, and wishes him a Good Term.

THE MALL IN ST. JAMES'S PARK.
(Page 25".)

THE avenue seen in the Plate is the grand Mall leading from SpringGarden-gate to
Buckingham-house, which is seen at the end of the hall. The building on the right
is St. James's Palace, representing the garden front of the drawing-room and pre-

sence-chamber. It is of brick ornamented with stone. The Park was enclosed by
Charles the Second, who planted the avenues, made the canal and the aviary adjacent
to the Bird-cage Walk, which took its name from the cages hung in the trees. The
Mall used formerly to be much frequented by company, great pait of which was often
of the highest fashion. It was common for it to be so crowded, as to make it verydifficult even to pass along. It is still a Sunday pronlenade ; but its visitors are comparatively few; the fashionable walk at present being the Green-park of an evening,
and Hyde-park and Kensington-gardens in the morning. Peers, Privy Counsellors,
Ambassadors, and other persons of distinction, generally have permission to pass
through the Park, either on horseback or in carriages, by license from the Secretary
of State; and a list of persons enjoying this privilege is hung up in the passage of
the Horse-guards, for the direction of the soldier on duty. The roadlies immediately
under the walls which separate the gardens ofPall-mall and ofthe palace from the
Park. On the right of the Plate are seen two of the horse-guards, two of whom
regularly patrol the Park when the Royal Family are in town.
HYDE
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HYDE PARK.
(Page 262.)

THE foreground of this Plate represents the entrance of Hyde-park from Piccadilly. The building on the left is the under-keeper's lodge ; the horse-road to the
left is the celebrated ride called Rotten-row, which on Sundays, during the spring, if
the weather be fine,is crowded by persons ambitious of equestrian fame, or proud of
their horses, from those of the highest quality to the apprentice and shopman, who
hire their hacks at a livery stable for half a guinea a day.
This hobbyhorsical exhibition has been justly ridiculed in a well-known Prologue,
where, alluding to the lateness of the spring, it is said,

" Hors'd in Cheapside, scarce yet the gayer spark
Achieves the Sunday triumphs of the Park ;
Scarce yet you see him, dreading to be late,
Scour the New Road, and dash through Grosvenor-gate
Anxious, yet timorous too ! his steed to shew
The bach Bucephalus ofRotten-row !
Careless he seems, yet vigilantly sly,.
Woos the stray glance of ladies passing by,
While his off heel, insidiously aside,
Provokes the caper whichhe seems to chide."

—

_

On thc right hand of the ride is a footway leading to Kensington-gardens, whichSundays is crowded from one extremity to the other. The road to the right
Plate
leads to Grosvenor-gate, opening into Park-lane, and to Cumberlandof the
opening
into Oxford-street. Part of that beautiful piece of water, the Serpengate,
tine-river, is seen in this view, and in the background are the trees of Kensingtongardens, with the dormitory in the front of them, which, at this distance, forms a
pleasingobject, althoughit is now literally nothing more than a shelter for cattle from
the heat of the sun.
The Plate affords a very lively picture of this bustling scene, which well deserves a
visit from the stranger. Half the confusion of this place is occasioned by the want of
sufficient provision for the foot passengers, and of a second gate for carriages and
equestrians ; by which all going in might have one gate, and all going out another
on fine

gate.
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THE HORSE GUARDS, OR WAR-OFFICE, AND PARADE OF THE FOOT

GUARDS.
(Page 234.)

THE building in the centre represents the War-office, or Horse-guards, so called
from being the station where that part of his Majesty's troops usually do duty. It
was erected after a designby Vardy, and cost above 30,0001. The next, on the right
of the Plate, is Lord Melbourne's town residence; it was built (under the direction of
Holland) for the Duke of York, who exchanged it with the present possessor for a
house in Piccadilly, upon the site and gardens of which a very extensive range of
buildings called Albany-place has since been erected. The building at the extremity
of the Plate on the right is The Treasury ; at the west end of which, enclosed
with a wall, are the gardens of the house, occupied by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. All these are of stone, and produce a fine effect ; whichhowever is lessened by
the buildings, seen on the left ofthe Plate, being of brick. The building on the left is
The Admiralty, and the house adjoining to the right, the residence of the First
Lordofthe Admiralty. On the top ofthe former are the Telegraphs, which communicate with the coast.- At the extremity of the left, in the background, is the tower
with the spire of St.Martin's church, near Charing-cross. The ground in front is
the Parade of the Foot-guards, and a detachment is represented as marching to the
palace to relieve the King's guard, which is done every morning after parade : it is
very spacious, is laid with gravel, and is excellently adapted to the purpose. On the
north side of the Parade is placed a fine Turkish piece of ordnance of uncommon
length,brought by our troops from Alexandria ;itis mounted on a carriage of English
workmanship, ornamented with very elegant and appropriate devices.
The coup d'Sil ofthe public buildings on this spot is one of the finest about the
metropolis. It contains in one view the three principal offices connected with the
government ofthe country ; The Treasury on the right, The War-office in
the centre, and The Admiralty on the left.
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WESTMINSTER FROM LAMBETH.
(Page 265.)

THE view from this spot is uncommonly beautiful. In the foreground are
Lambeth-palace stairs; and on the right, within the cross railing, is the walk, which
is separated from the palace gardens by a high wall, and shaded by lofty and venerable
trees. Both are in front ofthe Archbishop of Canterbury's palace.
The opposite side of the river embraces an uncommon portion of striking objects.
On the left is the Abbey; at the eastern extremity of which is the roof of Henry
the Seventh's chapel. St. Margaret's church is distinguished by a flag on the tower.
The large building, with a turret at each end, is Westminster-hall. The
trees between that and the river are in the gardens of the Speaker of the House
of Commons. In the opening of those trees, toward the left, is seen the east end of
the House of Commons, which looks into die Speaker's garden; and a little further
to the left, at the upper end ofthe hall, is seen the House of Lords.
Adjoining to the lower end of the great hall, is a low range of buildings in which
the famous Court of Star Chamber (so called from Starra, the Jewish covenants being
deposited there in the time of Richard the Second,) was held, which is now occupied
by the offices of the Duchy ofLancaster. Adjoining thereto is the Speaker's house.
Itis faced with stone, and in the Gothic style.
Thetower and cupola seen immediately above the trees, to the right, are tho3e ofthe
Horse-guards ; they are surmounted by a gilt ball, with a vane, and form apleasing
object in the view. The church seen beyond the Horse-guards is that of St. James's,
in Piccadilly ; the large church to the right and more advanced to the front is St.
Martin's,near the Strand; and that beyond it St. Giles's in the Fields. The pyramid
below the bridge is the Hungerford water-works, which supply Piccadilly, St. James's
square and street, and that neighbourhood, with water. The lefty building on the
right, with a toweron the top,is Drury-lane Theatre. Onthe light ot theHorseguards, that building whichovertops the rest is the Banquetting-room, Whitehall, the
uppercolonnade being seen with the light falling upon it. The houses between Whitehall ahd the river are in Privy-gardens. The mass of building below the bridge,
resting upon arches, is the Adelphi, which has a magnificent tenace upon the water.
Westminster-bridge,whichis one of the grandest and mostbeautiful inEurope,
seen
to greatadvantage from Lambeth-walk. The expanse of water hereis extremely
is
sine. ThePlate represents the river at high water; or rather the tide just turned, and
running out ; and gives a lively idea of this beautiful scene. In the background are
seen thc range of hills which run on each side of Hampstead from east to west.
THE
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THE ROYAL PROCESSION TO PARLIAMENT.
(Page 267.)

THE Plate represents the large open space before the principal entrance to the
House of Lords. The state carriage is very massive, and profusely decorated with
carving and gilding. It is drawn by eight cream-coloured horses, the off-horse of
each pair beingled by one ofthe King's footmen. The coachman and footmen wear
scarlet turned up with blue; the postillion blue; and these liveries are almost covered
with broad gold lace. His Majesty is usually accompanied in the carriage by a Lord
of the Bedchamber, and the Groomof the Stole, who assist him to robe after he arrives
at the House. A yeoman ofthe guards walks on each side ofthe carriage. A strong
detachment of the horse-guards accompanies the carriage j othere of those guards
keep the middle of the street clear from carriages and horse and foot passengers, till
the procession is closed.' The manner of that duty is accurately represented in the
Plate.
The Master of the Horse precedes his Majesty in a state chariot drawn by six
horses ; as also do some of the other great officers of state, In three coaches drawn
each by six horses. The portico on the right of the Plate is the principal entrance to
the House ofLords. The house with a balcony is Waghorn's coffee-house, with an
entrance into the lobbies of the House, and is principally appropriated to the use of
the peers or members of the House of Commons, who may be desirous of taking
refreshments. Almost immediately under thishouse is the entrance to the cellar or
vault in which Guy Faux and the other conspirators of 1605 lodged the barrels of
gunpowder, designed at one blow to annihilate the three estates of the realm, when
assembled in parliament. The adjoining house, whose gabel-end is seen, is the Ship
tavern. The house in the foreground to theright is the Star and Garter tavern. All
the buildings contiguous to these, in the Plate, contain apartmentsand offices of the
two houses of parliament, with the exception ofthe lofty gabel-end crowned with a
turret, which is the south end of Westminster-hall.
The Gothic building on the left of the Plate is Henry the Seventh's chapel.
The flag seen over the roof is placed on die top ofSt. Margaret's church. Themodern building beyond, with wingsprojecting and higher than the centre, is the Ordnance-office.
■
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THE HOUSE OF LORDS.
(Pag 268.)

THE Plate represents his Majestymeeting the parliament at the opening ofa session. The King on this occasion wears the coronation robes, which are crimson
velvet, trimmed with white ermine spotted with black. The coronation diadem is
on his head, and the sceptre in his right hand. He is seated on the throne.
On his right the Prince of Wales is seated in a chair of state ; and on his left are
chairs of state for his six younger sons, the Dukes of York, Clarence, Kent, Cumberland, Cambridge, and Sussex. On each side are ranged the great officers of state,
the Lord Chamberlain, the Master ofthe Horse, the Lord Steward ofthe Household,
&c. The figure in the view, immediately on the right of the King, is oneofthe
great officers of state bearing the Cap of Maintenance ; that immediately on the left is
the Lord Chamberlain with a white staffin his hand ; and the next to him is another
great officer bearing the sword of state. All the Heralds are also among the King's
attendants. The Lord Chancellor's place is a little advanced on the right ofthe King.
The peers are robed, and standing;as theyalways are whenhis Majesty is present in
parliament, until he signifies his permission for them to sit. The archbishops and
bishops are on the right of the throne; the dukes, marquisses, earls, and viscounts,
on the left, in succession ; and the barons stand across the House below the table, and
on the left below the fireplace. The four figures on the left of the view, with their
backs to the spectator, and black patches in their wigs, as well as the four on the
right ofthe plate, are the Judges, in their dress of ceremony. The figures with their
backs to the spectator are the House of Commons ; the figure in the centre being the
Speaker, in his dress of state. On his right is the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod. The Commons stand below the bar, which is a dwarf partition running across
the room, at the bottom, dividing off about one-fifth of its length. Ladies are permitted to be present (by peers' orders) in the manner the Plate represents. A few
strangers are also admitted below the bar, standing behind the Commons ;a space
(on the right ofthe plate) being raised two steps above tlie floor, and enclosed with
a rail, for the foreign ministers and other foreigners of distinction.
The robes of the peers are scarlet cloth trimmed with white ermine and gold lace,
and lined with white silk. The Lord Chancellor's robes, on state occasions, are
of black figured damask silk ornamented with gold lace. The different ranks of the
peers are distinguished by the number of broad goldlaced stripes on each side of the
slash on the right side of the robe: a duke having four before the arm and four
1
behind ;
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behind ; a marquis, four before and three behind ; an earl, three before and three
behind; a viscount, three before and two behind ; and a baron, two before and two
behind. TheCommons (except the Speaker) have no dress of state.
The House of Lords is a very handsome, but not a splendid room. It wasTormerly the Court of Requests, and used merely as a passage to the old House of Lords,
which was deemed insufficient after the Union. The tapestry and other ornaments
were removed from the oldhouse. The canopy of state is verv accurately represented
in the Plate :it is of crimson velvet, ornamented with gold and silver; the arms ofthe
united kingdom, over the chair,being embroidered in silk, and the supporters in silver.
The throne is an armed chair, elegantly carved and gilt, and ornamented with crimson
velvet and silver embroidery. The chair is covered,and its back turned to the House,
except when his Majesty is present, or when bills are passed by commission.
Before the throne, with an interval of several feet, is a woolsack, in the centre,
which is the seat of the Lord Chancellor, or Lord Speaker, when the King is not
present. There afe two other woolsacks, extending from the latter down the room.
On these are seated the Judges when they attend, to afford legal advice to the House,
which they do at any time upon order ; and also two Masters in Chancery, who are
in constant attendance upon the House, being their messengers to the Commons.
Below these woolsacks is a table, on which are laidbills in progress before the House,
andall petitions and other papers received by the House. On each side, and across
the room at the foot, are rows of seats with backs, for the peers. The woolsacks,
table, and seats, are covered with fine crimson baize. The walls are decorated with
that beautiful and interesting tapestry representing the defeat ofthe Spanish Armada in
1588. It was made by order ofthe Earl of Nottingham, Lord High Admiral and
Commander inChief on that glorious day. The Earl sold it to James the First. The
design was drawn by Cornelius Vroom *, and executed by Francis Spiering. It was
not, however, put up until the year 1650. The story is divided into compartments
by broad frames of wainscot ; and the heads, which form a border to each design, are
portraits ofthe several gallant officers who commanded inthe English fleet on this memorable occasion. The whole floor is covered with matting. The House is lighted
by three brass branches pendant from the roof; and sconces (of bronze,and ofa peculiarly elegant form,) fixed to the walls.
When the House is in its usual sittings, all the space above the Lord Chancellor's
woolsack is deemed out of the House, and members of the House of Commons and
peers' sons are permitted to stand there. The mace ofthe Lord Chancellor, and the

* Vroom had a hundredpieces of gold for his labour.

The arras itself cost 1628 pounds sterling.
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great seal, in a purse or bag of state richly ornamented with gold and silver embroidery and the royal arms, are placed on the woolsack, while the House is sitting.
The Commons, as a house, enter by large folding doors at the bottom of the
room. The door for the Lords is at the upper end, and is that which appears on
the right ofthe Plate. At that end ofthe House is the King's robing-room. When
bills are passed by a commission, which is always directed to the great officers of
state, the three who are present, of whom the Lord Chancellor is always one, take
their seats in their robes upon a bench immediately before the throne, with their
hats on; and the Commons being sent for, the Speaker and the members, with the
officers of the House, are introduced by the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod.
The commission being read by one of theclerks at the table, and afterwards the
titles of the bills, the royal assent is pronounced by the Clerk of the Crown, who,
after bowing three times to the Lords Commissioners, if it be a money bill, says,
Lc Roy remercie ses loyaux sujets, accepte leur benevolence et ai?isi le veut. For a
publicbill of a general nature, the words are, Le Roy le veut ; and ifit be a private bill,
Soitfait commeil est desiree. But in case the King shouldrefuse the bill, the answer
is, Le Roy s'avisera.
When bills are brought up from the Commons, the Gentleman Usher ofthe Black
Rod announces at the bar a message from the House of Commons ; upon which the
LordChancellor puts the question whether the messengers shall be called in ; which
being ordered, he comes down to the.bar ofthe House bearing the bag of state, containing the great seal, when the Commons are introduced with three bows, and the
member who brings up the bill reads the title of it at the bar, and then gives it to the
Lord Chancellor, who, from the woolsack, informs the House of the purport ofthe
message. Three Lords areconsidered as sufficient to constitute a House ; and prayers
are always read by the junior Bishop before they proceed to business, except itbe on a
Committee of Privileges, when prayers are readafterwards.
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THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.
(Page 270.)

THE House of Commons, since the reign of Edward the Sixth, has held its
sittings in this room, which was formerly a chapel dedicated to St. Stephen the Protomartyr. It was originally built by King Stephen, and rebuilt in 1347 by King
Edward the Third in a very magnificent manner ;some curious remains of which
were discovered on the House being enlarged, occasioned by the Union with Ireland,
the walls appearing to be most richly ornamented with illuminated paintings.
The Plate represents the House sitting. The Speaker's chair stands at some distance from the wall at the upper end of the room. It is of oak, slightly ornamented
with gilding, with the King's Arms at the top. The Speaker is usually dressed in a
train black silk gown, with a full-bottomed wig. On occasions of state, he wears a
robe, similar to the state robe of the Lord Chancellor. Before him, with a small
interval, is a table, at which three clerks of the House are seated, with their backs
to the Speaker, whose business it is to take minutes of the proceedings of the House,
read the titles of bills in their several stages, hand them to the Speaker, Sec. They
are dressed in plain black silk gowns, and tie wigs. On this table, in front, the
Speaker's mace always lies when the House is sitting; except when the House is
in a Committee, and then it is placed under the table, and the Speaker leaves the chair,
there being a perpetual Chairman to the Committee of the Whole House. In the
centre of the room, between the table and the bar, is an extensive area. The members' seats occupy each side, and both ends of the room, with the exception of the
passages, inthe form seen in the Plate. There are five rows of seats, rising above
each other, with short backs and green morocco cushions.
The seat on the floor, on the left of the Print, is that which is called the Treasury
Bench, on which the chief members of the administration sit; and the opposite seat
is usually occupied by the leading members of Opposition. The Speaker sits with
his hat off, except on particular occasions. All the members must be seated, except
him who is addressing the Chair ; but they wear their hats or not, at pleasure, except
when speaking. A gallery, supported by very elegant pillars of iron, with gilt
Corinthian capitals, runs along the two sides and the west end of the room. That
part which crosses the west end is the strangers' gallery, and will hold about one
hundred and thirty persons. The gallery on each side is reserved for members.
Sometimes a member speaks from the gallery. The walls are lined with wainscot ; and the gallery and the backs of the seats are also of wainscot. The House,
when full,presents a very pleasing coup-d'Sil ; and it is admirably adapted to the purposes of debate, as a very moderate voice may be distinctly heard in every part.
INTERIOR
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INTERIOR OF THE ROTUNDA IN THE BANK OF ENGLAND.
(Page 297.)

THIS Plate is an accurate representation of one of the busiest scenes in the metropolis. The apartment itself is a circular building of stone, the top of which is a
noble dome. The light is admitted through a cupola, supported by female figures,
representing the twelve months of the year. In the centre of the cupola is a winddial. The spectator is supposed, in this view, to have entered the Rotunda from the
Bank gate in Bartholomew-lane,passing on his right and left the Bank Stock Office
and the Three per Cent. Consols Office.
The opposite entrance, under the clock, is froma vestibule, which leads into the
front court of the Bank facing Cornhill.
On one side of the Rotunda is the Transfer Office of the Three per Cent. Consols,
and on the other the Office of the Four and Five per Cent. Stocks.
The body of the Rotunda is filled by brokers, jobbers, and other persons bargaining in the funds ; and the artist in this drawing has very happily succeeded in sketching the character of the various groups which are to be daily seen in this place,
from the hours of twelve to two. In the centre, and round the room, are placed
desks and forms for the convenience of writing; and in the recesses there are seats
with fireplaces.
To a person of observation this scene will not fail to afford the highest entertainment. The anxiety of those who are compelled perhaps to sell their stock at any
price which the state of the market offers ; the avidity of others who are catching at
every opportunity to buy ; the busy faces of the brokers, and the vacant or astonished
countenances of the country stockholders, are contrasts of the human character
which may be seen here in perfection.
Notwithstanding the seeming confusion of this scene, where the noise is frequently
so great that persons standing close together are unable to hear each other, and
where the throng is sometimes so violent that it is dangerous to standin the crowd,
yet such is the admirable regulation of the business transacted that, in the midst
of this apparent mob and uproar, property to the amount of hundreds of thousands
of pounds is daily transferred from one owner to another witli a facility and correctness almost incredible.
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THE ROYAL EXCHANGE, BANK, &c.
(Page304.)

THE foreground in this Plate is Mansionhouse-street, a spacious area in front of
the Mansion-house. The coup-d'Sil eastward is as rich and various as any in
London. The extensive building with the lofty tower is the Royal Exchange ; whose
principal front is in Cornhill,on the right of the Plate, and the other in Treadneedlest'reet, the extremity of the Plate on the left. The range of houses in the centre is
Bank-buildings, with Richardson and Goodluck's Lottery-office immediately in front.
The Bank is the noble building, with colonnades, on the left. The front is a sort of
vestibule ; the base rustic ; the ornamental columns above Ionic. It was built in
1733 upon the site of the house of Sir John Houblon, who was at the same time
Lord Mayor of London, a Lord of the Admiralty, and the First Governor of the
Bank of England.
The church of St. Bartholomew is beyond; and in the background is seen the
dome of the church of St. Peter le Poor, Broad-street, rising above the north end of
the Royal Exchange. On the right of the Plate is seen part of the beautiful Gothic
tower of St. Michael's, and beyond the spire of St. Peter's, both in Cornhill.
At the bottom of Cornhill, and in the corner house, which divides the former from
Lombard Stand (now occupiedby a glover), stands the house and shop in which the
celebrated Thomas Guy, by the exercise of the pious trade of selling Bibles and
Prayer-books, made the greatest fortune ever accumulated by the industry of one individual. Besides building and endowing- three wards of St. Thomas's Hospital, he
was the sole founder of another which bears his name. The expense of the
erection amounted to 18,7931. 16s. and he left the enormous sum of 219,4991.
to endow it. Besides his public expenses, he allowed small annuities, during his life,
to many of his poor relations and others ; and to his aged relations he left by his will
8701. in annuities; and to his younger relations and executors 75,5891.! This
incredible fortune was amassed from a very small beginning, chiefly by purchasing
seamens' tickets in the reign of Queen Anne, by his great success in buying and selling South Sea Stock, and by the sale of Bibles : thus profiting both of God and
Mammon.
The active part of this scene is uncommonly curious. A prodigious crowd is seen
passing in Cornhill ; and another in front of the Bank. Beyond the carriage from
which a lady is stepping, and over its roof, is seen a stage-coach, with passengers
on its top. In the foreground, on the left, is a brewer's dray, with porter-butts; and
under the north-west corner of the Royal Exchange is one of the Islington stages.
3R
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THE ROYAL EXCHANGE.
(Page 306.)

THE Plate represents the inside of the Royal Exchange. The piazza on the left
is the south, in which is the principal entrance leading from Cornhill. The piazzas
are divided into walks for the various trades in the following manner: The South
Piazza contains the Virginia, Jamaica, Spanish, and /.a;, walks; and the south
front in the area the French, Oporto, and Barbadoes walk^. The West contains the
Norway and East India walks ; and in the area the Silkmen, Clothiers, and Turkey
walks. The Northcontains the East Country, the Irish, Scotch, and Jewellers
walks ;and in front ofthe areathe Clothiers,Silkthrowers,Skinners,Salters,andDutch
walks. The East contains the Armenian and Portuguese walks; and in the area
the Italian walk. In the Centre of the area, toward the south, is the Canary
walk; to the west the Grocers and Druggists; to thenorth the Hamburgh ; and thc
east the Stockbrokers. Merchants, however, by no means confine themselves exclusively to their respective walks, but mix together without any regularity. The name
ofeach walk is painted on tablets over the pillars, as represented in the Plate. A seat
extends along the four walls of the piazzas. The two figures in the left corner ofthe
Plate represent two persons seated, and in conversation. The piazzas are very broad
and extensive, an entire regiment of the City Volunteers having sometimes gone
through their usual exercise under their cover. The open area in the centre is a spacious commodious place for transacting business infine weather.
The whole buildingstands upon a plot ofground two hundred and three feet in length,
and a hundred and seventy-onein breadth,containing anarea in themiddle of sixty-one
square perches. The buildingis fifty-six feet high, and from the centrein the south ffont
rises a lantern and turret a hundred and seventy-eight feet high, on the top of which is a
fane of gilt brass, made in the shape of a grasshopper, the crestof Sir Thomas Gresham's
arms, The statue in the area is that of Charles the Second,
which was undertaken
Gibbons,
Quillin,
of Antwerp. The statues seen in niches ofthe
but executed by
by
wall of the quadrangle, in theupper story, are those of kings and queens of England,
beginning with Edward the First, on the south side, and ending with his present
Majesty on the east. As far as Charles the First they were executed by Gabriel
Cibber. The figure in the Plate, under the dial,is the statue of James the First, and
the next, on his right, that of Queen Elizabeth. There are twenty-eight niches in the
four walls under the piazzas for statues; but two only are occupied : these are on the
west side. In one is the statue of Sir Thomas Gresham (by Gabriel Cibber), the
1
original
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original founder of the old Exchange, which
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was burnt down in 166C, the present one

beingsoonafter built, at an expense of 65,9791. Us. In the other niche is that of Sir
John Barnard, which was placed there in his life-time by his fellow-citizens, to
express their sense of his great merit ; upon which he made a resolution, to which he
strictly adhered, never to enter the Exchange more.
The walls within the piazzas, and the pillars, arealmost covered with boards,
neatly framed and painted, announcing the residence and trades of various dealers, who
have obtained permission thus to call the attention of the merchants on 'Change to
their shops or warehouses. This, no doubt, is of mutual advantage to them and
the merchant.
The rooms in the upper story of the Royal Exchange are applied to various purposes. Lloyd's Coffee-house and Subscription-rooms, so celebrated for the immense
business transacted in them in insuring ships, and so endeared to every Englishman
by the noble subscriptions made for humane or patriotic purposes, by the merchants
who assemble there, are in this part of the Royal Exchange ; andalso the Merchant
Seaman, Russia, and other public offices.
Here are also apartments in which the Gresham lecturers read their lectures,
pursuant to the will of Sir Thomas Gresham, who bequeathed to the city
and the mercers' company all the profits arising from the Royal Exchange, and
other premises in Cornhill, in trust, to pay salaries to four lecturers in divinity,
astronomy, music, and geometry, and three readers in civil law, physic, and rhetoric,
who were to read lectures daily. The trustees werehoweverprevailed upon to regulate the readings according to the practice of the universities (where they only read in
Term-time), although in direct opposition to Sir Thomas Gresham's will. By this
management, the professors' places are almost made mere sinecures ; for instead of
each reading fifty-two lectures annually, they seldom exceed sixteen.

3
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ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, WITH THE LORD MAYOR'S SHOW ON THE
WATER.
(Page 308 )

ON the9thof November, annually, the Chief Magistrate ofthe City, beingnewly
elected, proceedsby water to Westminster-hall, where he is sworninto his office before
the Barons ofthe Exchequer. He embarks on boardhis own barge, at Three Cranes

Stairs, accompanied by the aldermen, sheriffs, and the liverymen of the company of
which he is amember, and is followed by the various free companies of the cityin their

respective barges. The barges are all built on the same plan; the Lord Mayor's
being more profusely decorated with flags. Each has a large and handsome
state room ; on the roof of which is placed a numerous band of music, who play
during the procession. Flags decorate the bow, stern, anddeck of the barge. A prodigious number of boats and wherries, with private companies, attend his Lordship on
this occasion. The whole forms a very lively and pleasing scene if the weather be
fine, which at that season of the year is seldom the case.
In the background of the Plate is a grand view of the.south side of St. Paul's
cathedral.

ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL.
(Page 363.)

THIS Plate presents to our view a prospect of the grand entrance to this magnificent structure, taken from the north-west corner of St. Paul's church-yard. The
great fire of London, by which the old cathedral was destroyed, made way for the
restoration of this magnificent pile by Sir Christopher Wren, surveyor-general
of his Majesty's works, and an architect worthy of so grand a design.
It was certainly theintention and desire of Sir Christopher Wren to have taken the
church of St. Peter at Rome for his model, and to have adopted one single order
instead of two, with a*i attic story, as in that structure. This appears by his two
first designs, which were4iowever objected to ;and the third produced the present noble
pile, which hasin some respectsbeen preferred by a judicious writer to even the Roman
Basilica. The magnificent portico of the church of St. Peter is certainly not to be
equalled; but the whole front of that structure is terminated in a straight line at the top,
which has neither so good an effect, nor that agreeable variety, which are given by the
4
elevation
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elevation of the pediment in the middle, and the beautiful campanile towers at each
end of the front of St. Paul's, wdiich are represented in the Plate.
It is much to be lamented that all Sir Christopher Wren's exertions could not
obtain a greater open space, which might enable the spectator to view his noble structure to full advantage. Unfortunately, the commissioners for rebuilding the city had
marked out the streets before his designs were decided upon, and great progress had
been made in rebuilding houses before he could evenbegin to remove the ruins of the
old church.
The two turrets on the right and left of the front are each two hundred and eight
feet in height. Inthe one on the southern side is the great clock, the bell of which
may be heard in the most distant part of London when the wind is in that quarter.
In the construction of the dome, which is one hundred and twelve feet in diameter,
St.Paul's differs both from thePantheon at Rome and St.Peter's. The Pantheonis no
higher thanits diameter, whichis toolow ; andSt.Peter'sis twice its diameter in height,
being an excess the other way. Sir Christopher has taken a mean proportion, which
shews its concave every way. Thus the windows of the upper order strike down the
lioht through the great colonnade that encircles the dome without, and serves for its
abutment.

The inside of the dome is paintedby Sir James Thornhill,-and contains, in eight
compartments, the histories of St. Paul. It was Sir Christopher's intention to have
beautified the inside with the more durable ornament of Mosaic work, similar to Su
Peter's, which has a most magnificent and splendid appearance, and is as durable as
marble, without the least decay of colour. The art was not however understood in
England, and although Sir Christopher had engaged four eminent artists from Italy,
apprehensions of the expense, and the length of time it would take to finish, occasioned the design to be dropped.
The conversion of St. Paul, on the triangular elevation ofthe pediment, seen in the
Plate, the bas-reliefs under the portico, and the statue of Queen Anne,with the figures
of Britain, France, Ireland, and America, at the base, were all executed by Francis
Bird.

INSIDE
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INSIDE OF ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, WITH THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLAGE
OF THE CHARITY CHILDREN OF TIIE METROPOLIS.
(Page 36S.)

ONCE in every year, usually in the last week in May, or the first in June, a
charity sermon is preached at St. Paul's, by one of the bishops or some other dignitary of the church, in aid of the charity-schools of the several parishes in London.
The Plate represents this interesting scene. Against the pillars of the great circle
beneath the dome are erected temporary galleries on all the eightsides, except that next
the western aisle, which is left open for spectators. In these the children are seated ;
the boys in the upper rows, and the girls below : they usually amount to six thousand !

On the north and south sides are temporary staircases, leading into the galleries,
the entrance of which will be seen on the right and left of the Plate. The galleries
arepartitioned into divisions, equal to the number of the several schools ; each school
being distinguished by its flag, with the nameof the parish, raised on a pole above the
back of the scaffolding, in the manner represented in the Plate.
A seat runs round the foot of the galleries, on which areplaced the masters and
mistresses of the several schools. The eastern half of the circle is divided into pews
for the lord mayor, aldermen, and their friends, the deanand residentiaries, and other
persons of distinction.
Across the circle, from north to south, is left a broad path, for the stewards and
others who regulate the ceremony. The remainder of the circle, and the whole of
the west aisle, are occupied with rows of benches for the other parts of the congregation. A temporarypulpit is erected on the eastern side of the circle.
Against the organ-loft is a temporary gallery for the choristers of the cathedral,
who assist in the service: the children also join in the chanting, following their
singing-master, who is elevated on a seat above the galleries to theleft of the organ.
Persons are admitted to this service only by tickets ; and a collection is made, which
usually produces from three to four hundred pounds.
The Plate representspart of the inside of the dome of St. Paul's. The whispering
gallery is within the iron-railing which runs round the dome immediately above the
arches. The view of the choir, as itis seen behind the organ-gallery, gives an accurate idea of the aisles of this church.
Above the windows are the paintings of
Sir James Thornhill,
The
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The following are the flags seen in the Plate:— That to the left was'taken from the
French at Fort Bourbon, in the island of Martinique ; the two next were taken
in LordHowe's victory, on the lst of June 1794 ; the two most to the right of the
other three were taken by Lord Duncan from the Dutch fleet, at Camperdown ; and
the left ofthe three was taken by Lord Elphinstone from the Dutch Admiral, Lucas,
at the Cape of Good Hope.

WESTMINSTER ABBEY.
(Page 376.)

THE Plate contains a view of the north side of this noble specimen of Gothic,
or rather Saracenic, architecture; for, as Sir Christopher Wren justly observes*,
The Goths were rather destroyers than builders, whereas the Saracens wantedneither
arts nor learning : and after we, in the west, had lost both, we borrowed again from

"

them, out of their Arabic books, what they, with great diligence, had translated from
the Greeks."

The present structure was begunby KingHenry the Third, who pulled down the old
Saxon pile. It was however far from finished in his life-time ; the great tower and
two western towers remaining incomplete at the Reformation ; after which the two
present towers arose; but they were left extremely imperfect, one being much higher
than the other, until Sir Christopher Wren perfected them in their present elegant
form.
It is much to be lamented that the Norman architects, who were originally employed in building this beautiful structure, chose a species of Caen stone, which is
more beautiful than durable, and so extremely tender that the finer ornaments are
speedily destroyed by the weather. When Sir Christopher Wren made his survey, in
order to complete the whole structure upon a regular plan, he found the stone decayed
four inches deep ; and his first care therefore was to cut away all the ragged stone,
and supply it with better. The great north window, commonly called the Rose
Window, seen inthe Plate, he entirely rebuilt ofPortland stone, to answer to the south
Rose Window, and restored it to its proper shape : but his design of building a tower
over the centre of the cross, which would have finally completed the whole structure
according to the plan of the original architect, has never been executed.

* Parentalia, p. 297.

This
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This magnificent pile was formerly adorned on the outside with the statues or
figures of those Princes who had contributed to the building; they were placed in
niches cut in the buttresses, but few of them now remain. The windows were also
formerly all of painted glass, but some only remain at the east and west ends. In the
south-west window is the portrait of Edward the Confessor, with his arms. The
paintings with which the walls were formerly adorned are now defaced, or obscured by
"
the numerous monuments which,as Mr.Pennant observes, furnish materials for an
excellent lecture upon the progress of these efforts of human skill, from the simple
altar tomb to the most ostentatious proofs of human vanity."
On the left of the Plate is seen the tower of St. Margaret's church. It was built in
the time of Edward the Fourth; and in 1735 the tower was cased, and the whole
almost rebuilt, at the expense of 3,5001. granted by Parliament, it being the church in
.which the House of Commons attend divine worship. In this church are deposited
the remains of the ill-fated Sir Walter Raleigh, who was interred here the day on
which he was beheaded in Old Palace-yard. It was left to a sensible churchwarden
to record the fact, who inscribed it on a board about fifty years ago. The east
window, of fine painted glass, is particularly worthy of notice, being a beautiful
composition of figures. The principal subject is the Crucifixion. In a compartment
on one side is Henry the Sixth kneeling, and above him his patronSt. George ; on the
other is his queen, and above her St. Catherine.
The Dean and Chapter of Westminster, with the most laudable spirit, have very
recently given directions to pull down a number of old ruinous houses which totally
obscured the north side of Henry the Seventh's chapel, and part of the east end of the
Abbey. These disgraceful incumbrances were loudly complained of by Sir Christopher Wren, but their total demolition was reserved for the presentday.
The total length of the Abbey within the walls is 489 feet, and the height of the
,
middle roof is 92 feet.

THE
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THE SOCIETY OF ARTS.
(Page 406.)

THE public spirit of this age is perhaps in no instance more evident than in the
rapid progress and present flourishing condition of this valuable Society. It was set
on foot by Lord Folkestone, Lord Romney, Dr. Hales, and seven or eight private
gentlemen, who were brought together by the unwearied pains of Mr. William
Shipley, a perisonlittle known, who had long laboured to reduce into practice a
scheme he had projected for this purpose. Their first meeting was at Rathmill's
coffee-house, March 22, 1754, when those noble Lords not only approved and
patronised the undertaking, but offered to make good any deficiencies of subscription
which should be found at the end of the year. Premiums were accordingly offered
for the discovery of cobalt, for designs in drawing, and for the planting- of madder.
From this beginning the Society has increased to the present extent, and is annually
adding to the list of its subscribers and the number of premiums.
ThePlate represents this fine Institution in the interesting moment of distributing
its annual prizes for the encouragementof arts, manufactures, and commerce. The
room is an oblong square, elegantly proportioned : the seats are ranged round the
table in an oval form. Many of the figures in this Plate areportraits. The President, his Grace the Duke of Norfolk, is presenting a medal to a successful candidate. On his right is the Secretary, Mr. Charles Taylor; on his left Mr.
Thomas Taylor, the Assistant Secretary. The seat immediately round the table
is occupied by the Vice-Presidents and Chairmen of Committees. The second seat
on the right of the President is reserved for ladies of rank. Among those represented
in the Plate are the Duchess of Northumberland and her daughters. The
second seat on the left of the President is allotted to foreign ministers, and other
foreigners of distinction. The personimmediately below the bar, with a white wand
in his left hand, is Mr. Pearsal, one of the Managers for the day ; the other, with
a white wand, is Mr. Tooke, another Manager ; and the gentleman handing a
lady ro her seat is Mr. Gold, a third Manager.
The figure entering the room, withhis right hand extended, represents a Candidate.
In the area which is seen below the bar are seated ladies, Candidates. The other
seats all round are occupied indiscriminately by members and visitors ; but, as the
Plate represents, the number of ladies who honour the Society with their presence on
solemn occasions nearly fill the seats. The gehdemen, members and visitors, are
standing in the arearound the extreme seat.
"
3 S
The
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The walls are decorated with a series of six paintings by Barry,representing the
progress of man in civilization : they are among the finest productions of the age.
For any adequate feeling of their merit we refer the reader to a view of them.
Two of these pictures, and part of a third, are seen in the Plate. That over the President is part of the Olympic Games, a composition unrivalledinmodern times. The
group seen in the Plate is remarkable for therefinement of its taste and the sweetness
of its effect. An old manis represented as borne on the shoulders of his two sons,
severally victors in the games.— The next picture is the* Triumph of Navigation.
Father Thames is seated in his car, drawn by river nymphs. The pillar seen to the
right is a naval pillar of a very novel kind, lately added by the painter : it is designed
with exquisite fancy, and painted in a bold and finished style. A gallery winds on the
outside ofthe pillar to the top, to enable the spectator to ascend and examine the basrelief on the shaft. The pillar is supported by Tritons, on sea-horses. The steeds
and riders are executed with uncommon spirit.
The picture on the right of the Plate represents the distribution of the rewards
of the Society. All the figures in it are portraits. That with his hat on is the late
Lord Romney,the thenPresident ofthe Institution. The figure in robes, nearer the
foreground, represents his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. The person
sitting in the left corner of the picture is Mr. William Shipley, the founder of
the Society. The female figure near the centre, with two girls near her, represents the late Mrs. Montague, who was an active member of the Society for
fifteen years. The portrait seen between the two last pictures represents the late
Lord Romney ; and below is a bust of the Prince of Wales. The small pictures
behind the President are paintings and drawings of Candidates. The statues seen at
the upper end and at the bottom of the room are casts of Venus and Narcissus, by
the late Mr. John Bacon. This room, especially when the Society is in one of
those sittings represented in the Plate, affords one ofthe finest spectacles in Europe.

—

INSIDE
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INSIDE OF DRURY-LANE THEATRE,
As seen from the Stage during the Performance.
(Page 451.)

THIS is one of the most elegant and beautiful Theatres in Europe. It has four
ranges of boxes, besides the private boxes, which area row, on a level with the most
elevated part of the pit. The boxes are painted a light green, relieved with red, and
ornamented with bas-reliefs of composition, designed and executed in a very fine
taste. They are supported by slender pillars of iron, washed with silver : they terminate at top with a pointed Gothic arch ; and the whole form of the interior is a mixture of Grecian and Gothic architecture. This is the principal fault of the building ;
which, however,produces a grand effect to an eye not too nice and critical. The
boxes are perhaps too lofty. The stage is of prodigious dimensions. It requires an
uncommonly strong andarticulate voice to fill the house. The third row in the front
is the two-shillinggallery ; and the highest row the one-shilling gallery. The whole
range of boxes on thelevel ofthe pit are private boxes. That on the stage, seen to the
right of the Plate, is the Prince of Wales's box; the box immediately above is a
public box, distinguished by the name of the stage-box ; the one next above that is the
Duke of Bedford's box ; and the highest on that sideis the Duchess of Devonshire's.
The Plate gives a very accurate idea of the coup- d'Sil of the Theatre when filled.
Thedimensions of this Theatrebetween the walls are, 192 feet long, and 87 wide.
The receipts of this Theatre, when crowded, amount to between 700 and 8001.

3 S2
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INSIDE OF COVENT-GARDEN THEATRE,

Viewed from the front Boxes, during the Attendance of the Royal Family and
the Performance of Pizarro.
(Page 452.)

THE Plate represents the Royal Family attending the play at this Theatre.
His Majesty's box is in the second row,as seen on the left ofthe Plate: eight of
the ordinary boxes are thrown into one for his accommodation. Over the centre is
a canopy of crimson velvet, embroidered with gold, and surmounted with a crown.
The pannels in front are of crimson velvet, decorated with a crown, and with the
initials of their Majesties, embroidered with gold. The box is lined with blue satin :
curtains festooned run round the top. The back of the box is taken away on these
occasions, and a crimson curtain is drawn across, which opens into an ante-roomlined
with white satin. Threeof the boxes over their Majesties are occupied by the officers
of the horse and foot-guards, and the King's pages. The Lord Chamberlain, the
Lord in Waiting, and other officers, standbehind the Kingduring the representation ;
and the Ladies in Waiting, and other Ladies, behind the Queen. The Princesses
sit on each side of their Majesties. The King is dressed either in regimentals, or a
plain suit : her Majesty and the Princesses are usually much dressed, the queengenerally wearing a great quantity of valuable diamonds. When the King enters, the
band plays God save the King : and, of late years, it has been the custom for the
vocal performers to sing that song ; the whole audience standing, and the men being
uncovered. The same is done at the conclusion of the night's amusement.
The Stage, in this Plate, represents a scene in Pizarro. Mr. Kemble is playing
Rolla, and is in the act of carrying off Alonzo's child from Pizarro. The dimensions of this Theatre are at present, from wall to wall, 158 feet long, and 60 feet
wide, the room allowed for the stage being nearly equal to that set apart for the
audience. It has been much enlarged within these few years. It will hold between
five and six hundred pounds.

VAUXHALL
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VAUXHALL GARDENS.
(Page 456.)

THE Plate representsthe orchestra at the timewhen the performers are singing, and
the company are gathered round in front. The orchestra is very elegant in its form,
is painted white, ornamented with gilding, and almost covered with small variegated
lamps. A beautiful grove of large trees surrounds the orchestra. On the trunks and
branches of the trees small lamps of various colours are disposed in great profusion,
and with peculiar taste; the light of the lamps giving the leaves an almost transparent
appearance, and producing a brilliant effect. Piazzas run in various directions in the
garden, illuminated with thousands of various coloured lamps, and decorated with
arches with transparent paintings. Specimens of these elegant arcades areseen in the
Plate, on the right and left of the orchestra, among the trees. To the left of the
orchestra is a very spacious room, ornamented in a most fanciful manner. The
amusements are singing, music, fireworks, and a sham cascade. The company in
the latter part of the evening (or rather early in the morning) amuse themselvesbeside
with dancing to bands of Italian or German musicians. When the evening is fine,
and the gardens full, the whole presents a scene that is something like the realizing of
fairy dreams.
The refreshments here arecold collations, servedin a very elegant style. The boxes
are numerousand very handsome ; each being ornamented with painted pannels.
Three nights in the week are galanights ; Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. The
price of admittance is then three shillings ; on other nights it is only two shillings.

DESCRIP.

OF THE FJLATES,
representing

the

ITINERANT TRADERS OF LONDON
IN THEIR ORDINARY COSTUME;
WITH

NOTICES OF THE REMARKABLE PLACES GIVEN IN
THE BACKGROUND.
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BAKING OR BOILING APPLES.

BAKING and Boiling Apples

are cried in the streets of the metropolis from

their earliest appearance in. summer throughout the whole winter. Prodigious quantities of apples are brought to the London markets,, where they are sold by thehundred to the criers, who retail them about the streets in pennyworths, or at so much
per dozen, according to their quality. In winter the barrow-woman usually stations
herself at the corner of a street, and is supplied with a pan of lighted charcoal, over
which, on a plate of tin, she roasts a part of her stock, and disposes of her hot
apples to the labouring men and shivering boys who pass her barrow.

Stratford Place, the scene in the Plate, is on the north side and near the west end of
Oxford-street. It has no thoroughfare; the lower stories of the houses, which are lofty
and handsome, are built on a regular design, and faced with rustic stone-work
house at the north end, facing towards Oxford-street, was lately the property and The
resi
dence of the Earl of Aldborough, whose family name is Stratford, but is now occupied
by the Duke of St. Albans. The late Lord Aldborough erected a pillar, in the form
of
a candlestick, surmounted with a most disproportioned statue of his Majesty, at the upper
place.
end of this
This triumphal monument, if it deserved that name, was
in
honour of several memorablevictories, and built ofa composition resembling erected
stone " but it
is already nearly destroyed, two sides of the railing being pulled down, and
the inscrip
tion, wmch recorded the cause of its erection and the titles of his Lordship
defaced. Barren as London is of the classic decorations of statues and public almost
monu
ments, we cannot wish to sec the pillar of Stratford-place
repaired upon the same
gant and pueriledesign in which it was originally executed. The object was
however
good.
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BAND-BOXES,

GENERALLY made of pasteboard, and neatly covered with coloured papers, are
of all shapes and sizes, and sold at every intermediate price between sixpence and three
shillings. Some made of slight deal, covered like the others, but in addition to their
greater strength having a lock and key, sell according to their size, from three shillings and sixpence to six shillings each. The crier ofBand-boxes or his family manufacture them ; and these cheap articles of convenience are only to be bought ofthe
persons who cry them through the streets.
-TV^^^S/N^

The Bibliotheque d'Education, or Tabart's Juvenile Library, seen to the left of the
Plate, is in New Bond-street, at the corner of Grafton-street. It is a very admirableand
unique Institution, whereall elementary books of scienceand educationare to be found,
in addition to every moraland amusing publication that can

—

" teach the young idea how to shoot,
pour
Or
the freshinstruction o'er the mind."
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BASKETS.

MARKET, fruit, bread, bird, work, and many other kinds of Baskets, the inferior
of rush,the better sort made of osier, and some of them neatly coloured and adorned,
are to be bought cheaply of the criers of Baskets.

Whitfield's Tabernacle, in Tabernacle-street, north of Finsbury-square, is the place
of worshipbelonging to the Calvinistical Methodists. It is a large octagon building,
with galleries. The body is divided into pews, to which every member subscribes a
small sum quarterly, and have equal access to all. The Tabernacle is numerously attended on Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. "

.v
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BELLOWS TO MEND.

THE Bellows-mender carries his tools and apparatus buckled in a leathern bag
to his back, and, like the Chair,mender, exercises his occupation in any convenient
corner ofthe street. The Bellows-mender also sometimes professes the trade ofa
Tinker.
A part of Smithfieldis seen in the Plate on one of the days of the market for hay.
Those days are Tuesdays and Thursdays. Mondays and Fridays the great cattle market
of London is held in Smithfield ; on which days it is disagreeable, if not dangerous, to
pass the avenues of Smithfield in the early part of the day, on account of the droves
of oxen passing from the market, on whom the drovers sometimes exercise great cruelty.
The barbarous practices of these men have been, however, greatly checked by a law,
which compels them to wear a badge with a number on one arm; and it is a duty which
every person owes to the public to order into immediate custody a drover who shall be
seen to maltreat, the animalsunderhis guidance. There is likewise a horse-fair in Smith.
field once a week.
Smithfieldhas been alternately the field for gallant tilts and tournaments in the age of
chivalry; the scene of trials by duel in the infancy of legislation; and, in the ageof
bigotry, of our autos da fe. Here is now held the popular show of Bartholomew-fair,
which was granted, by charter of Henry the Second, to the neighbouring priory ofSt.
Bartholomew, for three days in the month of September; where fire-eaters, jugglers,
and mountebanks ofevery description exhibit their dexterity. Formerly, however, the
best actors exhibited here, and it was the resort of much good company. Bartholomewfair is the favourite holiday ofthe lower classes, and its crowded scene usually affords a
plentiful harvest to pickpockets and petty sharpers. Its humours, however, will never
be totally lost so long as Hogarth's inimitableplate exists.
The principal entrance to St. Baithplomew's hospital is in Smithfield.

y
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BRICK-DUST

IS carried about the metropolis in small sacks on the backs of asses, and is sold at
one penny per quart. As Brick-dust is scarcely usedin London for any other purpose
than that of knife-cleaning, thecriers are not numerous ; but they are remarkable for
their fondness and their training of bull-dogs. This predilection they have in common with the lamp-lighters of the metropolis.

Portman Square, which forms the other subject of the Plate, is large and handsome.
It stands in Marybone, to the north of Oxford-street. In the middle of the square is an
oval enclosure, which is ornamented with clumps of trees, flowering shrubs, and evergreens. In the background of the Plate, the large centre house is the town residence of
the Duke of Athol:it was formerly occupiedby the French ambassadors. The ceilings
and compartments of the wainscot are decorated, with great taste, with paintings by
Cipriani and Angelica Kauffman. In the saile a manger, and the breakfast-room, the
subjects are taken from Virgil's Georgics, and those in the drawing-room from the Æneid.
The staircases are also ornamented with some fine designs by the former artist. On the
left of the Plate, in the north-west corner, standing obliquely to the square, and surrounded by an extensive garden, standsMontague House, the residence of the late celebrated Mrs. V.ontague,the foundress of the well-known meeting of literary ladies, distinguished by the name of the Blue Stocking Club ; an appellationwhich it received
from the singular dress of a gentleman (in always wearing blue stockings), who was the
onlymale person permitted to intrudeinto this femalecoterie, and who acted as moderator
upon any question which occasioned difference of opinion. The corner house, seen in
the Plate, adjoining to the Duke of Athol's, is the residence of Mr. Hamilton Nesbitt,
where are deposited the curious antiquities sent by his brother-in-law, Lord Elgin, from
Egypt ; and in the stables are several very fine Arabian horses, sent over by the same

nobleman.
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BUY A BILL OF THE PLAY.

THE doors of the London Theatres are surrounded each night, as soon as they
open, with the criers of Play-bills. These are mostly women, who^also carry baskets
of fruit. The titles of the Play and Entertainment, and the name and character of
every performer for the night, are found in the bills, which are printed at the expense
of the Theatre, and sold by the hundred to the criers, who retail them at one penny
the bill, unless fruit is bought, when, with the sale of half a dozen oranges, they will
present their customer a bill of the play gratis.
"^*c*

Drury-lane Theatre. Part of the colonnade fronting to Russel-street, Covent-garden,
with the door leading to the galleriesof this superb Theatre, are seen in the Plate. There
are also separate entrances to the pit and boxes under the same colonnade. On the west
front of the*Theatre is a very handsome entrance, through a vestibule with pillars, to the
boxes only. In Russel-court is another hall, leading to the pit, boxes, and orchestra
boxes: the stage-door is in Drury-lane. The paling seen on the right hand of the Plate
is a temporary enclosure of some ground on the west front, where alarge and elegant
tavern is intended to be erected.
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CATS AND DOGS' MEAT,

CONSISTING of horse-flesh, bullocks' livers, and tripe cuttings, is carried to
every part of the town. The two former are sold by weight at twopenceperpound,and
the latter tied up inbunches of one penny each. Although this is the most disagreeable
and offensive commodity cried for sale in London, the occupation seems to be engrossed by women. It frequently happens in the streets little frequented by carriages
that, as soon as one of these purveyors for cats and dogs arrives, she is surrounded by
a crowd of animals, and were she not as severe as vigilant, could scarcely avoid
the depredations of her hungry followers.

Bethlem Hospital stands on the south side of the quarters of Moorfields, and has the
following inscription ingold letters on the front, immediately over the grand entrance :
BethlemHospital, founded by Henry VIII. for the cure of lunatics, was rebuiltby voluntary
contribution in 1675, and the wings added, by subsequent benefactions, in 173$, for the reception
of incurableand dangerous lunatics. It was built on the plan of the Tuilleries at Paris.

Louis the Fourteenth was so enraged that the design of his palace should be adopted for

a lunatic hospital, thathe ordered a plan of St. James's to be taken, resolvingit should
be a model for offices of the vilest nature. The Hospital is five hundred and forty feet in
length. A high wall in front of each wing encloses a garden, where the patients are
allowed to walk. The centre of the building is seen through iron gates, which open to a
paved court leadingto the steps of the grand entrance. On each side the iron gate is a
figure, one of melancholy and the other of raging madness. These figures are in recumbent postureson the pillars of the gate, and are finely executed. The artist was Caius
Gabriel Cibber, father of the poet. Part of the gate, the east wing, and the wall enclosing the garden of that wing, are seenin the Plate.

Crmio aid
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CHAIRS TO MEND.

THE business of mending Chairs is generally conducted by a family or a partnership; one carries the bundle of rush, and collects old Chairs, while the workman,
seating himself in some convenient corner on the pavement, exercises his trade. For
small repairs theycharge from fourpence to one shilling ; and for new covering a chair
from eighteen pence to half a crown, according to the fineness of the rush required,
and the neatness of the workmanship. It is necessary to bargain for price previous
to the delivery of the Chairs, or the Chair-mender, like other itinerant artists, will not
fail to demand an exorbitant compensation for his time and labour.

Soho SauARE stands on the south side and near the eastern extremity of Oxford-street.
It has a square enclosure, with a shrubbery in the centre. This square was begun in the
time of Charles the Second. The Duke of Monmouth lived in the centre house facing
the statue, from which circumstance it was originally calledMonmouth Square; and, after
the execution of that unfortunate nobleman, received the name of King's Square. The
admirers of the Duke however had the art to get it changed to Soho, which was
the word of the day at the fatal field of Sedgemoore. In this square is the residence of
Sir Joseph Banks, the President of the Royal Society, whose library and collectionof
natural curiosities are well known. On the south side of the Square, in the right-haud
corner leading from Greek-street, stands a house in which Fashion once revelledin all its
splendour and dissipation. It was the residence of the once celebrated Mrs. Cornelys,
who for taste, wit, vivacity, and elegance of manners, was unrivalled in her day. In
this house she established her coteries, which were supported by the subscriptions of all
the first persons in the country. The entertainments consisted of concerts, dancing,
cards, &c. which were followed by Pic Nic suppers. Mrs. Cornelys' taste for magnifificence and variety of decoration was unbounded; and the magistrates discovered that
her entertainments required a license. Her expenses exceeded her subscriptions, and
Fashion l«d to some more novel scene of amusement. Hence this unfortunate lady was
doomed to a prison, where, after "
a confinement of several years, she, who had been the
lifeof the fashionable world, and the soul of pleasure," ended her days in poverty and
distress. Thishouse was also the residence of FieldMarshal Conway,but is now divided
into two dwellings. A Roman catholic chapel, much frequented, stands in Sutton-street,
on the east sideof the Square.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

CHERRIES

APPEAR in the London markets early in June, and shortly afterward become
sufficiently abundant to be cried by the barrow-women in the streets at sixpence, fourpence, and sometimes as low as threepence per pound. The May Duke,and the
White and Black Heart,are succeeded by the Kentish Cherry, which is more plentiful
and cheaper than the former kinds, and consequently most offered to sale in the streets.
Next follows the small black Cherry called the Blackaroon, which is also a profitable
commodity for the barrows. Other kinds of Cherries,bearing a higher price, are only
to be bought in the markets, or at the shops of fruiterers. These barrow- women
undersell the shops by twopence or threepence per pound, but their weights are genelally to be questioned ; and this is so notorious an objection that they universally add

fxdl weight to the cry of Cherries.
C^f^.c'cAcc*

The entrance to St. James's Palace, which stands at the west end of Pall-mall, and
fronting to St. James's street, is seenin the Plate. The gate opens to the principalcourt,
on one side of which a covered passage leads to the grand staircase belonging to the
guard-rooms, drawing-room, and other state apartments. This entrance and the whole
palace is of brick ; nor does its external appearance convey any idea of magnificence.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

DOOR MATS

OF all kinds, rush and rope, from sixpence to four shillings each, with Table
Mats of various sorts, are daily cried through the streets of London.

Charing-Cross divides the Strand from Parliament-street to the south, and from Cock>pur-street to the west. It derives its name from being the site of one of the Crosses, the

celebratedmemorialsof the affection ofEdward the First for Queen Eleanor. It was the
last spot on which the body rested in its way to the Abbey. This Cross was replaced by
a most beautiful and animated equestrian statue in brass of Charles the First, cast in 1633
by Le SSur for the Earlof Arundel. It was erected in 1678, when it was placed on the
present pedestal, the work of Grinlyn Gibbons. The spirit and beauty of the horse have
not often been surpassed. To the left of the Plate, and distinguishable by its stone
parapet and square tower, is seen part of the magnificentscreen of Northumberland
House. A spacious court intervenes between this screen and the house itself. Behind
the house are extensive gardens. The screen contains two stories of apartments occupied
by domestics, and their offices. The entrance gate is.in the centre of the screen, which
runs from Charing-cross to Northumberland-court, each extremity terminating with a
square tower.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

DUST O!

ONE of the most useful among the numberless regulations that promote the cleanliness and comfort of the inhabitants of London, is that which relieves them from the
incumbrance of their dust and ashes. Dust-carts ply the streets through the morning
in every part of the metropolis ; two men go with each cart, ringing a large bell and
calling Dust O! These men daily, if necessary, empty the dust-binns of all the
refuse that is thrown into them. They receive no gratuity from the inhabitants of
the houses; the ownerofthe cart pays them, like other labourers, weekly wages ; and
the dust is carried to yards in the outskirts ofthe town, where a number of women and
girls are employed in sifting it, and separating the cinders and bones from the ashes
and other refuse. The ashes, &c. are sold for manure, the cinders for fuel, and the
bones to the burning-houses. The inhabitants of a crowded city are thus relieved
from an incumbrance which, in its accumulation, would prove a dangerous nuisance ;
employment is afforded to a number of persons ; and the dust-carts and yards are a
profitable concern to their proprietors.
"-^■^,

New Church, properly St. Mary-le-Strand, is in the Strand, contiguous to Somersethouse. This beautiful church stands in the very centre of the street, dividing it into two
branches.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

GREEN HASTENS.
THE earliest pea brought to the London market is distinguished by the name of
Hastens;it belongs to the dwarf genus, and is succeeded by the Hotspur. This
early pea, the real Hastens, is raised in hotbeds, and sold in the markets at the high
price of a guinea per quart. The name of Hastens is however indiscriminately given,
by the venders, to all peas, and the cry of Green Hastens resounds through every
street and alley of London to the very latest crop ofthe season. Peas become plentiful
and cheap in the latter end of June, and are retailed from carts in the streets at tenpence, eightpence, and sixpence per peck.
<*^.

Newgate, a lossy and massy structure standing at the west end of Newgate-street and
at the top ofthe Old Bailey, on the north side of Ludgate-hill, is built entirely of stone
within and without. In the centre of the front, and distinguishable by its windows,

on the right hand ofthe Plate, is the Keeper'shouse. The range of building, continuing
from the Keeper'shouse to the corner of Newgate-street,part of which is seen to the left
ofthe Plate, is the Debtor's Side. An equal portion on the other side is appropriated to
Felons; and there is a hall of entrance to each, over the doors of which are stone tablets
with knots of chains finely executed in stone. In the front wall are four projections
with niches: two of them have statues; in oneLiberty with the Cap, and in the other a
figure bearing the Fasces.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

HAIR BROOMS.

HEARTH Brooms, Brushes, Sieves, Bowls, Clothes-horses, and Lines, and
almost every household article of turnery, are cried in the streets. Some of these
walking turners travel with a cart, by which they can extend their trade and their
profit ; but the greater number carry their shop on their shoulders, and find customers
sufficient to afford them a decent subsistence, the profit on turnery being considerable,
and the consumption certain.
Shoreditch Church, standing at thenorthern extremity ofHolywell-street, commonly
called Shoreditch, is a church of peculiar beauty. It has a portico in front elevatedupon
a flight of steps. Tne area before the church, enclosed with an iron railing, is disgraced
by a plantationof poplar trees.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

HOT LOAVES,

FOR the breakfast and tea-table, are cried at the hours of eight and nine in the
morning, and from four to six in the afternoon, during the summer months. These
loaves are made of the whitest flour, and sold at one and two a penny. In winter,
the crier of Hot Loaves substitutes muffins and crumpets, carrying them in the same
manner; and inbothinstances ringing a littlebell as he passes through the streets.

St. Martin's Church, called St. Martin's in the Fields, is in St.Martin's lane, near
Charing-cross. It has a lofty portico ofsix pillars raised on a flight of steps. The design
of this portico was taken from that of an ancient temple at Nismes, in France, and is
peculiarly grand and beautiful.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

HOT SPICED GINGERBREAD.

HOT Spiced Gingerbread, sold in oblong flat cakes of one halfpenny each, very
well made, well baked, and kept extremely hot, is a very pleasing regale to the pedestrians of London in cold and gloomy evenings. This cheap luxury is only to be
obtained in winter ; and when that dreary season is displaced by the long light days of
summer, the well-known retailer of Hot Spiced Gingerbread,pourtrayed in the Plate,
takes his usual stand near the portico of the Pantheon, with a basket of Banbury
and other cakes.
The Pantheon stands about the middle and on the south side of Oxford-street. It has
a fine portico, and the building is of simple and beautiful architecture, but is liable to be
overlooked by strangers, as the effect is nearly destroyed by its beingerected in a busy
and crowded street, and not detached from the surroundinghouses. The Pantheon was
originallydesigned for concerts. It contains one large room, finely ornamented with
pillars painted in imitation of Scagliola marble, and mirrors in the pannels, with a
handsome orchestra, and several retiring rooms, where tea, coflee, jellies, &c. &c. were
served. It is at present onlyused for occasional masquerades in the winter season,

MOT SPIC_E_D GlMGEIUBIUEAID),
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

KNIVES TO GRIND.

THE apparatus of the Knife-grinder is accurately delineated in the annexed Plate.
The same wheel turns his grinding and his whetting stone. On a smaller wheel, projecting beyond the other, he trundles his commodious shop from street to street, and
generally finds some employment in each. He charges for grinding and setting scissars
one penny or two penceper pair ; for pen-knives one penny each ;and table-knives
one shilling and sixpence or two shillings per dozen, according to the polish that is

required.
Whitehall. This beautiful and memorablestructure stands in Parliament-street, facing
the Horse-guards. It was begun in 1619, from a design of Inigo Jones, in his purest
manner, and cost 17,0001. The present building is only a small part of a vast plan left
unexecuted by reasonofthe troubles whichsucceeded. The ceiling, which cannot be too
much admired, was painted by Rubens : the subject is the Apotheosis of James the First.
The front ofthe Banquetting-houseis seenin the Plate. The northern end of the palace,
to the left of the Plate, is that through which King Charles passed to the scaffold. The
breach in the wallmade for that purpose is now covered on the outside by the adjoining
building ;but within the palace the same passage is the entrance into that building. The
Banquetting-house has for manyyears past beenconverted into a chapel.
In the square behindWhitehall palace is an uncommonly fine statue in brass of James
the Second, executed by Gibbons the yearbefore thatmonarchabdicatedhis throne. At
the north end of the Banquetting-house still remains a very high gilt vane, erected by
order of James. When the reports were current of the Prince of Orange's intentions to
come over and claim the crown, James lodged at Whitehall, and had his bed-room in a
part of the palace from whichhe could see this vane; and by it his hopes and his fears
were daily decided. The west wind was the popish, and the east the protestant: if thelatter blew, it had a visible effect uponhis spirits the whole of the day.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

LAVENDER.

" SIX bunches a penny sweet Lavender" is the cry that invites in the streets the purchasers of this cheap and pleasant perfume. The distillers of Lavender are supplied
wholesale from the nursery-grounds, and a considerable quantity of the shrub is sold
in the streets to the middling classses of inhabitants, who are fond of placing Lavender
among their linen (the scent of which conquers that of the soap used in washing),
yet areunwilling to pay for the increased pungency of distillation.

Temple Bar. This Gate was erected to divide the Strand from Fleet-street in 1670,
after the great fire ; previous to whichthere were only posts, with rails and chains. On
the east side, which forms the background of the Plate, in the niches, are the statues of
James and Anne oiDenmark; and on the opposite side are those of Charles the First and
Charles the Second : all executed by Bushnell. On the top of this Gate were exhibited
the heads of the unfortunate victims to the justice of their country for the crime of
high treason. The last sad mementos of this kind were therebels in 1746. This Gate
is the western extremity of the city of London.
On the left of the Plate is the entrance to the Middle Temple. The old Gate was
erected by Sir AmiasPowlet on a singular occasion. About the year 1501 Sir Amiashad
placed Cardinal Wolsey, then parson of Lymington, in the stocks. Being sent for to
London in 1515 by Wolsey, then raised to the rank of Cardinal, he was, on account of
this old grudge, ordered not to quit London until further orders. In this gateway he
lodged for five or six years, and rebuilt it. To pacify his eminence, he adorned the front
with the Cardinal's cap, badges, cognizance, and other devices. This Gate being burnt
by the great fire, the present one was afterwards erected.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

MACKEREL,

MORE plentiful than any other kind of fish in London, are brought from the
western coast, and afford during their season (which commences in May, and lasts
July,) a livelihood to numbers of men and women, who cry them
through the streets every day in the week, not excepting Sunday ; Mackerel boats
being allowed by act of Parliament to dispose of their perishable cargo on Sunday
morning, previous to the commencement of divine service. No other fish partake
that privilege. Mackerel are at first sold at one shilling and sixpence each ; but the
quantity brought shortly reduces them to tenpence, eightpence, sixpence, and not
unfrequently three may be bought for one shilling. A second season for Mackerel
is in autumn. The preference is given to the spring Mackerel, and many more of
them are brought to London : those of autumn are dried by the inhabitants of the
coast of Mount's Bay, where they are chiefly caught for their winter stock of provito the close of

sion.

Billingsgate, situated in Lower Thames-street, eastwardof London-bridge, is the great
fish-market whence the metropolis and its neighbourhoodare wholly supplied with fish.
Billingsgate,as seen in the Plate, is built in the form ofaquay, and the fishing-vessels
come close to it to deliver their fish. Each day is market-day at Billingsgate. The market commences at three o'clock in the morning in summer, and four in winter. Salesmen receive the cargo from the boats, and announce, by a crier, of what kinds they
consist. These salesmen have a great commission, and generally make fortunes. The
marketis attended thus early by fishmongers, who keep shops in various parts of London,
and, serving the richer inhabitants, buy the prime fish ; and by the hawkers, who cry fish
in the streets, with all their stock in baskets on their heads. The market for wholesale
buyers is over by six or seven o'clock. Many private families send their servants to
Billingsgate to purchase fish, as persons keep retail stalls in the market throughout the
day, and are supposed to sell cheaper than the fishmongers or the hawkers.
Nearlyopposite to Billingsgate, on the north side of Thames-street, is the Coal Exchange.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

MATCHES.

THE criers of this convenient article are very numerous, and among tlie poorest
inhabitants of the metropolis, subsisting more on the waste meats they receive from
the kitchens, where they sell their Matches at six bunches per penny, than on the
profits arising from their sale. Old women, crippled men, or a mother followed by
three or four ragged children, and offering tlieir Matches to sale, excite compassion,
and are often relieved, when the importunity of the mere beggar is rejected. The
elder children of a poor family, like the boy seen in the Plate, are frequent traders in
Matches, and these generally sing a kind of song, and sell and beg alternately.

The Mansion House is a stone building of considerable magnitude, standing in Mansion-house-street, at the west end of Cornhill; it is the residence of the Lord Mayor of
London. In the front is a portico of fluted pillars, with two pilasters on each side the
portico, which is raised above, a lower story opening to the offices. A flight of steps,
enclosed with a stone balustrade, leads to the grand entrance under the portico. When
it was first resolved in the CommonCouncil to build a Mansion-house for the residence of
the Lord Mayor, Lord Burlington, zealousin the cause of the arts, sent down an original
design of Palladio, worthy of its author, for their approbation and adoption. The first
questionin Court was not whether the plan was proper, but whether this same Palladio
was a freeman of the city, or no. On this great debates ensued; and it is hard to say how
it might have gone,had not a worthyDeputy risen up and observed gravely, that it was
of little consequence to discuss this point, when it was notorious that Palladio was a
papist, and incapableof course. Lord Burlington's proposal was then rejected nem. con.
and the plan of a freeman and protestant adopted in its room. The man pitched upon
(and who afterwards carriedhis plan into execution) was originally a shipwright ; and,
to do him justice, he appears never to have lost sight of his first impressions. The front
of his Mansion-house has all the resemblance possible to a deep-ladenIndiaman, with her
stern-galleriesand gingerbread-work. The stairs and passages within are all ladders and
gangways, and the two bulk heads on the roof, fore and aft, not unaptly represent the
binacleand windlass on the deck of a great north country catt.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

MILK.

EVERY day in the year, both morning and afternoon, Milk is carried through
each square, street, and alley of the metropolis, in tin pails, suspended from a yoke
placed on the shoulders of the crier, as represented in the Plate. Milk is sold at fourpence per quart, or fivepence for a better sort : yet the advance of price does not
ensure its purity, for it is generally mixed in a great proportion with water by
the retailers before they leave the Milk-houses. It is calculated that 8,500 cows
are kept for the supply of Milk, and that 6,980,000 gallons are annually sold in
London. The adulteration of the Milk, added to the wholesale cost, leaves an average profit of cent, per cent, to the venders of this useful article. Few retail trades
are exercised with equal gain. A retailer of Milk, in opulent parts of the town,
employs two or three carriers : these are, almost universally, Welsh girls, whose
uncommon strength and hardiness of constitution peculiarly fit them for an employ^
ment of such great labour and constant exposure to the inclemencies of the weather.
Milk Walks, that is, a certain proportion of neighbouring streets served by a particular person, are sometimes disposed of by advertisement, and often for a considerable
premium. Cream is sold by the Milk-carriers at one shilling and fourpence per pint.

Cavendish

Square

is in Marybone,

on

the north side of Oxford-road. In the

centre of an enclosure, erected on a lofty pedestal, and standing on a round platform, is a
bronze statue, in the exact uniform of the guards (probably for the assistance of the

regimental taylors), mounted on an antique horse, all very richly gilt and burnished.
The singular inscription, which— takes care to inform us, to prevent mistakes, that it is an
William Duke of Cumberland, born April 15, 1721
equestrian statue, is as follows:
"
died October 31, 1765. This equestrian statue was erected by Lieutenant-general
in gratitude for his private friendship ; in honour to his public virtue ;
" William4,Strode,
Anno Domini 1770."
—Nov.
The possessive pronoun his is very happily introduced here, because it may be applied
to either ofthe antecedentpersons, and will no doubt create subject of learned dispute
some ageshence. This statue is seen peeping, like a piece of gilt gingerbread in a greengrocer's stall, through a plantationof trees, shrubs, and flowers. In the background of
the Plate are two very elegant houses,- striking for their unity of design, built by the
lateMr. Tuffnell. It was intended to have built the wholesquare on the same plan,but the
expense occasioned the project to be dropped. The house at the corner of Harley-slreet
was occupied by the late Princess Amelia, and now by the Dutch Banker, Mr. Hope.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

NEW POTATOES

ABOUT the latter end of June and in July become sufficiently plentiful to be cried
at a tolerably cheap rate in the streets. They are sold wholesale in the markets by the
bushel, and retail by the pound. Three halfpence or a penny perpound is the average

price from the barrows.
Middlesex Hospital is situated at the northern end of Berners-street, Oxford-street,
and is the county hospital for diseasedpersons. The building consists of a centre and
wings, and stands in a large court with trees, covered by a wall in front with two
gates, one of whichis representedin the Plate opening to the west wing. In the front of
a stone tablet, with the followinginscription: "Mid"the centre ofthe building isinplaced
dieses Hospital, erected MDCCLV. supported by voluntary Contribution."

—
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

OLD CLOTHES.
OLD Clothes are the traffic ofthe early hours of morning between the Jews, who
engross this trade, and servants that are allowed the perquisites of their masters cast-off
Clothes. At twelve o'clock the dealers in Old Clothes carry their mornings purchases
to a fair held daily in Rosemary-lane, commonly called Rag-fair, adjoining Towerhill, where they barter or sell to other dealers who keep shops, and with alterations
and repairs sell again to the public. A busier scene cannot be imagined than Rosemary-lane presents in the fair hours. The broad street and the avenues to it are
crowded with buyers and sellers of both sexes, so as to be nearly impassable. A commodious Exchange is built adjoining Rosemary-lane, for the dealers in Old Clothes ;
and many attempts have been made by the civil power to compel them to take possession of it; but nothing less than military force constantly exercised would prevail
over the obstinacy of habit : they constantly abandon the Exchange, and return to
their ancient privilege of holding their busy market in the street, to the great annoyance of those whom business compels to pass that way between the hours of twelve
and three.

FitzroySquare.

This elegant and beautiful square, situated west of Tottenham-court-

road, has only the south and east sides completed ; the ground intended for the remaining
part lies waste. The houses have .tone fronts, and are built as a centre and wings, each
side of the square representing an uniform building. The enclosure of Fitzroy-square is
circular ; a dwarfhedge lines the railing, and is succeeded by a broad gravel walk and
circular shrubbery, intersected by gravel walks, and sloping downwards to another broad
circular gravel walk surrounding a grass plat, which forms the centre.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

POOR SWEEP.

IN all the public streets and thoroughfares of the metropolis boys and women
employ themselves in dirty weather in sweeping crossings, from one side to the other,
at convenient distances. The foot passenger is constantly importuned, and frequently
rewards the Poor Sweep with ahalfpenny, which indeed he sometimes well deserves ;
for in the winter after a heavy fall of snow, if a thaw should come before the scavengers have had time to remove it, many of the streets cannot be crossed without being
up to the middle ofthe leg in dirt. Many of these Sweepers who choose their station
with judgment, reap aplentiful harvest from their labours.

Blackfriars Bridge crosses the river from Bridge-street to Surry-street. From the
latterend the annexed view is taken. The width and loftiness of the arches, and the
wholelight construction of this bridge,is uncommonlypleasing to the eye. St.Paul'scathedral, never distinctly seenas a whole,displays much ofthe grandeur 9s itsextensiveoutline
when viewed from Blackfriars-bridge. The Temple gardens, the terrace of Somersethouse, and Westminster-bridge, give beauty to the prospect on the other side. At each
end ofthe bridge watermen ply with their boats. Abroad flight of steps with an iron
balustrade conducts to the boats, which are neatly painted, and kept perfectly clean.
The number oftheboat and the waterman's name are always painted in some conspicuous
part, in default of which the waterman is liable to a heavypenalty. This regulation
prevents, or is intended to prevent, impositions and misbehaviour.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

RABBITS.

THE crier of Rabbits in thePlate is a portrait well knownby persons who frequent
the streets at the west end of the town. Wild and tame rabbits are sold from ninepence to eighteen pence each, which is cheaper than they can be bought in the
poulterers' shops.
■^_c»

Portland Place is a spacious and elegant street to the north of Marybone. At the
south end is Foley-house, the property of Lord Foley, but now let to Mr. Thellusson,
a city merchant. From the openingat the upper end of Portland-place is a fine view of
Harrow and the Hampstead and Highgate hills; and this opening makes Portland-place
one ofthe most airy situationsin town, at the same time that it is one of the finest streets
in London, the houses being of perfect uniformity both in height and ornament, and
no shops or meanerbuildings interrupting the regularity ofthe design.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

RHUBARB.

THE Turk, whose portrait is accurately given in the Plate, has sold Rhubarb in
the streets of the metropolis during many years. He constantly appearsin his turban,
trowsers, and mustachios, and deals in no other article. As his drug has been found
to be of the most genuine quality, the sale affords him a comfortable livelihood.

Russel Square, on the north side of Bloomsbury, is built on the site where Bedfordhouse and its gardens lately stood. This new square is one of the largest in London.
Broad streets intersect it at the corners, and in the middle, which add to its beauty, and
remove the general objection to squares by ventilating the air. The square is uniform in
its outline, with the exception of Baltimore-house, on the east side, at the corner of
Guilford-street, whence the annexedview of the square is taken. The centre houses on
the north side are ornamented with pilasters of stone, and the ground floors of both south
and west sides are stuccoed, having balconies all round. The extensive enclosure is a
square with rounded corners. Next the railing is a dwarf hedge. A grass border and
broad gravel walk succeed, which surround a square lawnpatched with oval shrubberies,
and intersected with gravel walks. In the centre is a large circular plantation bordered
by a gravel walk. Adjoining Russel-square to the north, and now building, is Tavistock-square, the east side of which is finished. The houses are of brick with stuccoed
ground floors, the wings pilastered, and the whole of uniform design, having balconies
and a neat stuccoed cornice. The enclosure, an oblong square with the corners rounded
off, is agreeably laid out. In Tavistock-place, on the east side of the square,is a new
Gothic chapel. This beautiful specimen ofGothicarchitecture deserves particular notice
from the curious stranger. An elegantbuilding also in Great Coram-street, west of the
square, is worthy attention : the centre, having a handsome portico with four pillars, is
an assembly room ; one wing is appropriated to billiard rooms, and the other contains
hot and cold baths. These baths are fitted up in a very neat and commodious manner.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

SAND O!

SAND is an article of general use in London, principally for cleaning kitchen
Utensils. Its greatest consumption is in the outskirts and suburbs of the metropolis,
where thecleanly housewife strews sand plentifully overher floor, to guard her newly
scoured boards from dirty footsteps, a carpet of small expenseand easy to be renewed.
Sand is sold by measure; red sand twopence halfpenny, and the white five farthings
per peck.
St. Giles's Church, calledSt. Giles's in the Fields, stands at the west end of Broad
St. Giles's. It is a very handsome structure. Over the gate, entering the church-yard,
is fixed a curious basso-relievo in brass, representing the Last Judgment, and containing a very great number of figures. It was set up about the year 1686.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

A SHOWMAN.

THIS amusing personage generally draws a crowd around him in whatever street
he fixes hismoveable pantomime, as the unemployed persons or children who cannot
afford the penny or halfpenny insight into the show-box are yet greatly entertained
with his descriptive harangues, and the perpetual climbing of the squirrels in the
round wire cage above the box, by whose incessant motion the row of bells on the
top are constantly rung. The show consists of a series of coloured pictures, which
the spectator views through a magnifying glass, while the exhibitor rehearses tlie
story, and shifts the scenes by the aid of strings. These Showmen carry their box on
their backs, and frequently travel into the country.

Hyde-park Corner. Two very handsome houses that stand at Hyde-park Corner form
the other subject of this Plate. This entrance to London is worthy of the grandeur and
extent of the metropolis. On one sideof the spacious street of Piccadilly arc lofty and
elegant houses ;and on the other, through an open railing, is a fine view of the Greenpark, St. James's park, and Westminster-abbey.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

SLIPPERS.

THE Turk in the annexed Plate is a portrait. Habited in the costume of his
nation, he has sold Morocco Slippers in the Strand, Cheapside, and Cornhill (during
the hours of Exchange), a greatnumber of years. To these principal streetshe generally confines his walks. There are other sellers of Slippers, particularly about the
Royal Exchange, who are Jews, and are very importunate for custom, while the
venerable Turk uses no solicitation beyond showing his Slippers. They are sold at
one shilling and sixpence and two shillings per pair, and are of allcolours and all sizes.

Somerset House, on the south side of the Strand, is an extensive andnoble structure,
built by Governmentprincipally for the concentrationof the offices of public business.

The Plate shews the west side ofthe entrance,which contains a centre gate for carriages,
and two foot ways, through an arched portico. The windowon the right hand ofthe
Plate is one of that suiteof apartments which belongs to the Royal Academy. A visit to
the various departments of Somerset-house will amply repay the trouble ofthe stranger.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.
SOOT O!

THE occupation of sweepingChimneys begins with the break of day. A master
Chimney-sweeper patroles the street for custom, attended by two or three boys, the
taller ones carrying the bag of soot, and directing the little diminutive creature who,
stript perfectly naked, ascends and sweeps the Chimney. The common price is sixpence per Chimney ;but for those of large kitchens, where much scraping is required,

they usually demand a shilling. The greatest profit arises from the sale of the soot,
which is used for manure.

Formerly it was the custom to cry

" Sweep for the Soot O!" the

sale of the soot
then being the only compensation of the sweeper. The hard condition of Chimneysweeping devolves upon the smallest and feeblest of the children apprenticed from
parish workhouses. The employment in itself stints their growth,and it is unhappily
too much the interest of the master so to feed his apprentices as they shall not be
liable to outgrow their occupation. It is very common to see Chimney-sweepers of
twelve and fourteen years of age who do not exceed the ordinary stature of boys of
seven and eight. Many hardships to which these defenceless beings were subjected,
have been alleviated by the exertions of the celebrated and benevolent Mr. Jonas
Hanway, who obtained an act of parliament, enacting that every Chimney-sweeper's
apprentice shall wear a brass plate in front of his cap, with the name and abode of
his master engraved on it, thus enabling any humane person to take immediate cognizance of their treatment. Happily, however, for the cause of humanity, a society
has been lately established to alleviate the misery of these unfortunate beings, by the
adoption of a mode of sweeping Chimnies by a machine, which, upon the examination of several intelligent persons, has been highly approved.
Foundling Hospital, a handsome, plain, and commodious building in Guilford-street,
to the north of Holborn, has a centre and wings, and stands at the upper end ofa large
piece of ground, in which the children of the foundation are allowed to play in fine
weather. The whole is enclosed by a wall with gates. At the western gate is a
neat porter's lodge. Divine service is performedin the chapel of the Foundling-hospital
twice every Sunday, at eleven in the morning and seven in the evening, and is constantly

attended by a crowdedand elegant audience. Several of Hogarth's pictures, presented
by himself, are in the Foundling-hospital, and claim the attention of strangers, particularly his celebrated March of the Guards to Finchley. The apartments ofthe Hospital
may be seen Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. For particulars of this admirable
institution see page 204.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

STRAWBERRIES,

the markets in the height of their season, both
morning and afternoon, are sold in pottles, containing something less than a quart
each. The crier adds one penny to the price of the Strawberries for the pottle,
which, if returned by her customer, she abates, or will take it again at the same

BROUGHT fresh gathered

to

price on another occasion. Great numbers both of men and women are employed
in crying Strawberries during their season, which is June, through the streets in
suburbs of London. Their profit is from threepence to fourpence in the shilling.
Strawberries are frequently to be bought in London at sixpence per pottle.

Covent-garden Market occupies a large square on the estate of the Duke of Bedford,
lying between the Strand and Long-acre. This marketis entirely appropriated to fruit
and vegetables. On the south side is a range of shops, which contain the choicest fruit and
vegetables. The most expensive productions of the hot-house are also to be purchased
in these shops. An alley is left for foot passengers betweenthe fruiterers' shops and a
row of stands, on which are displayed greenhouse plants, and all kinds of flowering

shrubs. The effect is very beautiful. The centre of the market, as shewn in the Plate,
although less pleasing to the eye, is more inviting to the general class of buyers. It is
crowded with stands, where excellent fruit and vegetables are sold at moderate prices.
The wholesale buyers attend earlyin the morning, and purchase of the gardeners, who
supply this market with fresh vegetables Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. On the
west of the square which surrounds the market, stands the church of St. Paul's Coventgarden. It was builtby InigoJones, who, being unfortunately cramped in his design
by a limitation of expense, contrived only to make it the finest barn inEngland. By the
happy manner of placingit, however, some effect is produced, in spite of the injudicious
simplicity of the fabric. It was nearly destroyedby fire some years ago, but has been
since repaired upon the sameplan. The piazza extends along the north and part of the
east sides of the square. The Theatre, and the Bedford Arms tavern, with several
others, are under the piazza. The Hummums, justly celebrated for their convenient and
elegantlodgings for gentlemen, areon the east side ofthe square.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

WATER CRESSES.
WATER Cresses are sold in small bunches, one penny each, or threebunches
for twopence. The crier of Water Cresses frequently travels seven or eight miles
before the hour of breakfast to gather them fresh ;but there is generally a pretty
good supply of them in Covent-garden market, brought, along with other vegetables,
from the gardens adjacent to the metropolis, where they are planted and cultivated
like other garden-stuff. They are, however, from this circumstance, very inferior
from those that grow in the natural state in a running brook, wanting that pungency
of taste which makes them very wholesome ; and a weed very dissimilar in quality is
often imposed upon an unsuspecting purchaser.

Hanover Square, also representedin this Plate, is on the south side of Oxford-street.
Here is a circular enclosure in the middle, with a plain grass-plat. The noble house
seen in the Plate is the residence of Lord Harewood. In George-street, whichleads into
this square, is the curious and extensive anatomicalmuseum of Mr. Heaviside the surgeon; to the inspection of which respectable persons are admitted, on application to Mr.
Heaviside, oncea week, from the first Friday in January to the second in May. In this
square is a very extensive building, containing an elegant suite of apartments, appropriated principally for Subscription Concerts. In these the King's Concert of Ancient
Music is now held; previous to which, MissLinwood'smatchless performances in needlework were exhibitedthere. These rooms were built by Sir John Gallini, formerly one
of the managers of the Opera, to whom they now belong.
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LIST OF THE CHURCHES OF THE ESTABLISHED RELIGION

IN LONDON.
ST. ALBAN, Wood-street, Cheapside. 1685
Allhallows, Barking, Great Tower-street. 1650
Allhallows, Bread-street. 1684
Allhallows the Great, Upper Thames-street. 1683
Allhallows, Lombard-street. 1694
Allhallows, London-wall. 1765
Allhallows Staining, Mark-lane. 1670
St. Alphage, Aldermanbury. 1780
St. Andrew, Holborn-hill. 1687
St. Andrew Undershaft, St. Mary Axe. 1532.
St. Andrew Wardrobe, St. Andrew's hill. 1670
St. Anne, Aldersgate, Maiden-lane, St.Martin's le Grand. 1686
St. Anne, Dean-street, Soho
St. Anne, Foster-lane
St. Anthony, or Antholin,Sythe's-lane, Watling-street. 1682
St. Augustin, or St. Austin, Watling-street. 1632
St. Bartholomew, St. Bartholomew-lane. 1670
St. Bartholomew the Great, West Smithfield. 1410
St. Bartholomew the Less, West Smithfield
St. Benedict, or Bennet Finke, Threadneedle-street. 1673
St. Benedict, or Bennet Gras, Gracechurch-street. 1685
St. Bennet, Paul's Wharf, Upper Thames-street. 1683
St. Botolph, Aldgate. Repaired 1621
St. Botolph, Aldersgate. 1787
St. Botolph, Bishopsgate. 1725
St. Bridget, or Bride, Bride-lane, Fleet-streeW 1698
3 Z
St. Catharine
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St. Catharine, Little Tower-hill. 1140
St. Catharine, Coleman's, Fenchcurch-street
St. Catherine, Cree, Leadenhallstreet. 1630
Christ Church, Newgate-street. 1687
Christ Church, Blackfriars-road. 1727
Christ Church, Spitalfields. 1723
St. Clement, Eastcheap
St. Clement Danes, Strand. 1682
St. Dionis Back, Fenehurch-street. 1674
St. Dunstan, East, St.Dunstan's hill, Lower Thames-street. 1668
St. Dunstan, West, Fleet-street. 1421
St. Edmund the King, Lombard-street. 1690
St. Ethelburga,Bishopsgate. 1612
St. Faith, under St. Paul's
St. Gabriel, Fen-court, Fenehurch-street
St. George, Botolph-lane. 1674
St. George in the East, Ratclifl-highway. 1729
St. George the Martyr, Queen-square, Bloomsbury. 1705
St. George, Hart-street, Bloomsbury. 1731
St. George, Hanover-square. 1712
St. George the Martyr, St. Margaret's hill, Southwark. 1736
St. Giles, Cripplegate. 1546
St. Giles in the Fields, Broad St. Giles's. 1730
St. Helen, GreatSt. Helen's, Bishopsgate
St. James, Clerkenwell. 1791
St. James, Duke's place, Aldgate. 1662.
St. James, Garlick-hill, Thames-street. 1676
St. James, Piccadilly. 1684
St. John, Southwark. 1732
St. John the Baptist, Savoy. 1500
St. John the Evangelist, Milbank, Westminster. 1721

St. John, Wapping. 1790
St. John, Horsley-dowst

St. Leonard, Shoreditch. 1677
St. Lawrence Jury, Cateaton-streer, 1735
St. Luke, Old-street. 1735
St. Magnus, uear London-bridge
St. Margaret,

Lothbury.

1687

St. Margaret Pattens, Rood-lane, Fenehurch-street. 16S7
St. Margaret, near Westminster-abbey
St. Martin, Ludgate-hill. 1684
St. Martin Outwich, Threadneedle-street
St. Martin in the Fields, St. Martin's l?.ne. 1726
St. Mary, Lambeth. 118
St. Mary, Abchurch-lane. 1686
St. Mary, Love-lane, Aldermanbury. 1677
St. Mary Aldermary, Bow-lane. 1670
St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside. 1670
St. Mary, St. Mary-at-Hill, Lower Thames-street. 1671
St. Marv-Je-Strand, or the New Church, Strand
St. Mary, Whitechapel. 1673
St. Mary-le-bone, High-street, Mary-le-bone. 1750
St. Mary
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St. Mary Magdalen, Knight Rider-street, Doctors' Commons. 1685
St. Mary Somerset, Upper Thames-street. 1695
St. Mary Wolnoth, Lombard-street. 1667
St. Mary, Newington-butts
St. Matthew, Friday-street. 1670
St. Matthew, Bethnal-green. 1740
St. Michael Bassishaw, BasinghaU-street. 1679
St. Michael, Cornhill. 1672
St. Michael, Crooked-lane. 1688
St. Michael, Queenhithe, Thames-street. 1676
St. Michael Royal, College-hill, ditto. 1694
St. Michael, Wood-street, Cheapside, 1670
St. Mildred, Bread-street. 1683
St. Mildred, Poultry. 1676
St. Nicholas, Cold Abbey, Old Fish-street. 1677
St. Olave, Tooley-street, Southwark. 1757
St. Olave,Hart-street, Crutched-friars
St. Olave, Old Jewry. 1673
St.Paul's Cathedral, between Cheapside and Ludgate-hill
St. Paul, Covent-garden. Rebuilt 1796
St. Paul, Shadwell. 1656
St. Peter's Collegiate Church, Westminster
St. Peter, Cornhill. 1672
St. Peter-le-Poor, Broad-street. Rebuilt 1791
St.Peter ad vincula, in the Tower
St. Saviour, Southwark. 1106
St. Sepulchre, Snow-hill. 1670
St. Stephen, Coleman-street. 1676
St. Stephen, Walbrook. 1675
St. Swithin, St. Swithin's lane, Cannon-street, 1679
TempleChurch, Inner Temple-lane. 1758
St. Thomas, Southwark. 1213
Trinity, LittleMinories. 1706
St. Vedast, Foster-lane, Cheapside. 1697.

CHAPELS OF THE ESTABLISHED RELIGION.

Audley, Audley-street, Grosvenor-square
Asylum, St. George's fields

Baker-street, Baker-street, Portman-square
Bedford, Charlotte-street, Bloomsbury
Bentinct, Paddington
Berkeley, John-street, Berkeley-square
Berwick, Berwick-street, Soho-

Broadway, Westminster
ChapelRoyal, Kensington-palace
Chapel Royal, St. James's palace
ChapelRoyal, Whitehall
3Z2

Chapel
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Chapel Royal, Greenwich-hospital

Charlotte, Charlotte-street, Pimlico
Charlotte, Charlotte-street,Tottenham Court-road
Chelsea, Chelsea-hospital
Duke-street, Duke-street, Westminster

Ely, Ely-place, Holborn
Ebury, Chelsea
Fitzroy, London-street, Tottenham Court-road

Foundling-hospital, Guildford-street
Gray's Inn, Holborn

Henry III. adjoining Westminster-abbey
Jerusalem, adjoining Westminster-abbey
King-street, King-street, Golden-square
Lamb's, Lamb Chapel-street, Monkwell-street, Fore-street
Lincoln's Inn
Lock, Lock-hospital, Grosvenor-place
Long-acre, Long-acre
Magdalen, Magdalen-hospital, Blackfriars-road
May-fair, Curzon-street
Mercers', Mercers' hall, Cheapside
New, Church-street, Coverley'sfields
Oxendon, Oxendon-street, Haymarket

Oxford, Vere-street,
Park, Little Chelsea

Oxford-street

Park, Park-street, Grosvenor-square
Pentonville, Islington

Percy, Charlotte-street, Fitzroy-square

Portland, Portland-street, Oxford-street
Providence, Titchfield-street
Queen's chapel, Tavistock-street, Russel-sqnare
Queen-square, Queen-square, Westminster
Queen-street, Upper Thames-street
Rolls, Chancery-lane
Seymour-street, Bryanston-street, Portman-square
St. George's, Five-fields, Chelsea
St. George's, London-road, Surry
St. John's, St. John's stieet, Brick-lane
St. John's, Millman-street, Lamb's Conduit-street
St. Margaret's, Chapel-street, Westminster
St. Stephen's,Parliament-house
South Lambeth, South Lambeth

Spring Garden, Charing-cross

Tavistock, Broad-court, Long-acre

Trinity, Conduit-street

Th waits, Chapel-court/High-street, Southwark
Wheeler-street, Three Crown-court, Wheeler-street
Wheeler's, Chapel-yard, Lamb-street, Spitalfields.

FOREIGN
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FOREIGN PROTESTANT CHURCHES AND CHAPELS
Armenian Chapel, Princes-row, Coverlid-fields, Spitalfields
Danish, Wellclose-square
Dutch, Austin-friars, Broad-street

Dutch, St. James's palace
French, Brick-lane, Spitalfields
French, Crown-street, Soho

French, Parliament-court, Artillery-place
French, St. John's court, Bethnal-green
French, Threadneedle-street

French Chapel, Austin-friars
German Calvinist Church, Savoy, Strand
German Lutheran Church, Savoy, Strand
German Chapel, Little Ayhffe-street, Goodman's fields
German, Brown's lane, Spitalfields
German, Little Trinity-lane
German, Ludgate-hill
German, St. James's palace
German, Austin-friars
Helvetic,Moor-street, Seven-dials.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPELS.
Duke-street, Lincoln's Inn-fields
Denmark-court, Crown-street, Soho
London-road, Surry

Prospect-place, St. George's field's
South-street, May-fair
Sutton-street, Soho
Spanish-place, Manchester-square
White-street, Moorfields
Warwick-street, Golden-square

Virginia-street, Ratcliff-highway

Hampstead
Clarke's buildings, Greenwich

SYNAGOGUES

Bricklayers' Hall, Leadenhall-street
Back-alley, Denmark-court, Strand
Baker's gardens, Leadenhall-street
(Portuguese) Bevis-marks, Duke's place
Church-row, Fenehurch-street
(Dutch) Duke's place.

MEETING-
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MEETLNG-HOUSES AND METHODIST CHAPELS, OF VARIOUS SECTS,
DISSENTING FROM THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH.
Adelphi
Air-street, Piccadilly

Aldermanbury
Artillery-street, Bishopsgate

Ayliffe-street (Great and Little),Goodman's fields

Back-street, Horslydown
Barbican

Battle-bridge,Islington
Bethnal-green
Blackfriars-road

Blandford-street, Manchester-square

Boar's Head-court, Petticoat-lane, Whitechapel
Brayne's buildings, Cold Bath-fields
Broad-street Buildings, Moorfields

Broad-street(New), Moorfields
Broad-street, Wapping
Bull-lane, Stepney
Bull-street, St. Mary Axe
Bury -street, St. Mary Axe
Camomile-street, Bishop-gate-street
Carter-lane (Little),Doctors' Commons
Carter-lane, Tooley-street
Chapel-court, Southwark
Chapel-street, Soho-square

Church-lane, Whitechapel
Church-street, Mile-end

Churchyard-court, Fetter-lane

Cock-lane, Snow-hill

Coleman-street, London-wall
Collier's rents, Southwark
Cook's ground, Chelsea
Crosby-row, Snow's fields

Cripplegate

Crown-court, Russel-street, Covent-garden
Cumberland-street, Curtain-road
Dean-street, Tooley-street, Southwark

Devonshire-square, Bishopsgate-street

Eagle-street, Red Lion-square
Eastcheap (Great), Fish-street Hill
Eastcheap (Little),Ditto
East Smithfield, Tower-hill
Edward-street, Soho

Elim-court, Fetter-lane
Essex-street, Strand— Unitarian

Ewer's
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Ewer's street, Southwark
Fetter-lane, Fleet-street
Founder's hall, Lothbury

Finsbury

Gainsford-street, Horslydown
Glasshouse-yard, Aldersgate-street
Grafton-street, Soho
Gravel-lane(Old), Wapping
Green-walk, Blackfriars-road
Grey Eagle-street, Spitalfields
Hanover-street, Long-acre
Hare-court, Aldersgate-street

Holborn-bars
Holywell-mount, Shoreditch
Hoxton-square

Jamaica-row, Rotherhithe
Jewin-street, Aldersgate-street
Jewry-street, Aldgate

Johnson's street, Old Gravel-lane, Wapping-

Kent-street, Southwark

King John's court, Bermondsey
King-street, Soho
Leading-street, Shadwell
Leather-lane,— Holborn

London-wall Scotch

Long-lane, Southwark
Lower Lambeth-marsh
Maze-pond, Southwark
Margaret-street, Cavendish-square
Meetinghouse-alley, Old Jewry
Meetinghouse-walk, Snow's fields
Meetinghouse-court, Bartholomew-close
Meetinghouse-yard, Red Cross-street
Milton-alley, Dean-street, Soho
Mill-lane, Cable-street, Rosemary-lane
Miles's lane, Cannon-street
Mitchell-street, Old-street
Monkwell-street
New-court, Carey-street, Lincoln's Inn-fields
NewingtonButts
New Road, Rotherhithe
New Road, Surry
New Tothill-street, Westminster
Nightingale-lane, EastSmithfield
Nevill's court, Fetter-lane
Orange-street, Leicester-square
Park-street, Southwark
Paul's alley, Red Cross-street, Cripplegate
Pavement, Finsbury
Pinners' hall, Broad-street, City
Prescott-street "(Little),Goodman's f.elds
Princes
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Princes-street, Westminster
Princes-street, Moorfields
Queen-street (Great),Lincoln's Inn-fields
Queen-street, Southwark
Queen-street, Rotherhithe
Red Cross-street, Barbican

Rope-maker'salley, Moorfields
Rose-lane, Ratcliff-cross

Salisbury-street, Bermondsey

Salters' hall, Oxford-court, Cannon-street
Shakespeare's walk, Shadwell
Silver-street, Wood-street
St. Helen's (Little),Bishopsgate-street
St. Thomas Apostle (Great), Watling-street
St. Thomas, New-way, Tooley-street
St. Thomas-street, Southwark
Spa-fields, Islington

Staining-lane, Cheapside
Still-alley, Devonshire-square,Bishopsgate-street
Store-street, Tottenham Court-road
Swallow-street, Oxford-street

Tabernacle-walk, Finsbury
Tabernacle-walk (Little), Finsbury
Three Crane-lane, Upper Thames-street

Titchfield-street (Little), Oxford-street

Tottenham Court-road
Unicorn-yard, Tooley-street
Union-street, Southwark
Wal nut-tree-alley, Tooley-street
Wells-street, Oxford-street
West-street, Seven-dials
White's-row, Spitalfields
Wild-street (Little), Lincoln's Inn-fields
Winchester-street, London-wall
Windsor-court, Monkwell-street
Wood-street, London-wall

Worship-street, Moorfields
York-street, St. James's.

QUAKERS' MEETINGS.

- - - Radcliff
Southwark
- - Westminster
Devonshire-house
Gracechurch
Peel

Houndsditch
White Hart-court, Gracechurch-street
St. John's street, Smithfield
Schoolhouse-lane, Radcliff-highway

Red Cross-street, Park
Peter's court, St. Martin's lane.

PUBLIC
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PUBLIC OFFICES, &c.

ACCOUNTANT-General's Office, Chancery-lane
Admiralty, Whitehall, Westminster
Admiralty Court, College-square, Doctors' Commons
Admiralty Record Office, College-square, Doctors' Commons
Adjutant-General'sOffice, Crown-street, King-street, Westminster
Affidavit in Chancery Office, Symond's Inn

African Company of Merchants Office, No. 60, Mark-lane, Fenehurch-street

African Company's Office, st Mr. Gosling's Office, Lawrence Poulteney-lane, Cannonstreet

Agricultural (Board of), Sackville-street
Agricultural Museum, George-street,Hanover-square
Alien's Office, Crown-street, Westminster
Alienation Office, King's Bench Walk, Temple, Fleet-street
Almoner's Office, Scotland-yard, Westminster
Allowance Office for SpoiledStamps,Somerset-place, Strand
American Agency Office, for the Sale of American Lands, No. 6, Ingram's court, Fenehurch-street
American LoyalistPay Gffic°, Board of Trade, Whitehall
AmericanOffice for Sales, Old Broad-street, London-wall
AmericanFund Office, City Chambers, Bishopsgate-street
AntiquarianSociety, Somerset-place,Strand
Appeals for Prizes of War, High Court, College-square,Doctors'Commons
Arches (Court of) Doctors'Commons
Archdeacon of London's Court, Knight Rider-street, Doctors'Commons
Archdeacon of Rochester's Court, Bennet'sHill, Doctors' Commons
Armorial Bearing License Office (principal), Somerset-place
Ditto (for the City of London), No. 50, Lombard-street, Cornhill
Army Pay Office, on theNorth Side of the Horse-guards, Whitehall
Assay Office, Carey-street,Foster-lane, Cheapside
Assurance Office (Amicable), Serjeant'sInn, Fleet-street
Ditto (Equitable), New Bridge-street,Blackfriars
Ditto (London),Birchin-lane, Cornhill
Ditto (Hand in Hand), Bridge-street, Blackfriars
Ditto (Pelican), Lombard-street
Ditto (PhSnix), Lombard-streetand Charing-cross
Ditto (RoyalExchange), Cornhill, Conduit-street, and Pall-mall
Ditto (Sun Fire), Cornhill, and Craig's Court, Charing-cross
Ditto (Union), Maiden-lane, and Wood-street, Cheapside

Ditto (Westminster), Bedford-street, Covent-garden

Ditto (British), Strand
Ditto (Westminster for Lives), Corner of Castle-court, Strand
Ditto (Widows and Orphans), Parliament-street, Westminster
Auditor's Office (for Public Accounts), Somerset-place
Asylum, Female, Lambeth
Ditto for Deaf and Dumb Children, Grange Road,Bermondsey
Auditor of the Imprest Office, Scotland-yard,Whitehall
Auditor of the Land and Window-Tax Office, Palace-yard, Westminster
Auditor of the Exchequer Office,
ditto
4A
Augmentation

- - -
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Augmentation Office, Palace-yard, Westminster
Bank of England, Threadneedle-street
Bankrupts' Office, Bell-yard, Temple-bar
Barrack Office, Spring-gardens,Charing-cross
Basingstoke Canal NavigationOffice, No. 10, Charles-street, St. James's square
Bayswater Lying-in Hospital,Bayswater
Bernard's Inn, Holborn
Bethlem Hospital, Moorfields
Bill of Middlesex Office, No. 15, Clifford's Inn, Fleet-street
Bishop of London's Office, Knight Rider-street, Doctors' Commons
Board of Agriculture, Sackville-street, Piccadilly
Ditto of Green Cloth, Kitchen-court, St. James's
Ditto of Trade, Treasury, Whitehall
Ditto of Control forIndia Affairs, Whitehall
Ditto of Works, Scotland-yard, Westminster
Borough Court, St. Margaret's Hill, Southwark
Borough Compter,Tooley-street,Southwark
BridewellHospital and Prison, Bridge-street, Blackfriars
BridewellPrison, Tothillfields, Westminster
Ditto, Clerkenwell
Ditto, St. George's Fields
British Museum, Great Russel-street, Bloomsbury
British Lying-in Hospital, Brownlow-street, Drury-lane
Carlton House, Pall-mall
Chancellor of the Exchequer's House, Downing-street, Westminster
Chancery Office, 91, Southampton-buildings,Chancery-lane
Chancery Court, Lincoln'sInn-hall, and Westminster-hall
Charterhouse Hospital and School, Charterhouse-square
Chelsea Royal Hospital, Chelsea
Chirographer's Office, Middle Temple-lane,Fleet street
City Chambers, Bishopsgate-street

City Compter, Giltspur-street, West Smithfield
City Solicitor'sOffice, Guildhall, Cheapside
Clerk of the Errors Office (Common Pleas), Southampton-buildings
Clement's Inn, near St. Clement's Church, Strand
Clerk of Juries, andHabeas Corpus Office, Chancery-lane
Ditto.of the Outlawries, No. 1, Pump-court, Middle Temple
Clerk of the Papers Office (Common Pleas), Prison, Fleet-market
Clerk of the Papers Office (King's Bench Prison), near the King's Bench, Southwark
Ditto of the Rules of King's Bench Office, Symond's Inn
Dittoof the Essoigns Office (Common Pleas), Elm -court, Middle Temple
Ditto of the Paper Office (of the Court of King's Bench), No. 6, Symond's Inn
Ditto of the Crown Office, Rolls-yard,Chancery -lane
Ditto of Docquets Office (King's Bench),King's Bench Office, Inner Temple
Ditto (CommonPleas), Tanfield court, Inner Temple
Ditto of the Escheats, Somerset-place
Clerk of the Errors Office (King's Bench), Rolls-yard, Chancery-lane
Clerk of the Peace for Surry, 6, King's Bench Walk, Temple
Clergy (Tenths Office), Inner Temple
Clifford's Inn, Fleet-street
Coal Meters' Office, Northumberland-street, Strand
Cockpit (Royal), Park-street, Westminster
Cold
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ColdBath-fields House of Correction, East of Gray's Inn-lane
Commander in Chief (Duke of York's Office), Horse Guards, Whitehall
Commerce (Chamber of), Cornhill
Commissary General'sOffice, 46, Parliament-street, Westminster
Commissioners of Sewers Office, Guildhall-yard,King-street, Cheapside
Commissioners Offices for Land and Assessed Taxes,Guildhall-yard
CommonBail Office, King's Bench Office, King's Bench-walk, Inner Temple
Common Pleas Office, Tanfield-court, Inner Temple
Commons (House of), Palace-yard,Westminster
Comptrollerof Army Accounts Office, Scotland-yard, Westminster
for Surry, Godliman-street
Commissar's Office
Commissioners of Sewers Office for Westminster, Carlisle-street, Soho
Copper Company's Office (English), No. 22, Bush-lane, Cannon-street, City of London
Ditto (Mines Royal), No. 21, Watling-street
CorporationOffice, Paper-buildings, Inner Temple
Corporation for Seamen in the Merchants' Service,Royal Exchange, Cornhill
Corn Exchange, Mark-lane
Corn Market, Paddington
Court of King's Bench, Westminster, and Guildhall, Cheapside
Ditto Common Pleas,
ditto
Ditto Exchequer,
ditto
Ditto Record (for Stepney and Hackney), Whitechapel
Court of Conscience, or Requests, Guildhall-yard
Ditto, Castle-street, Leicester-fields
Ditto, Vine-street, Piccadilly
Ditto, Fullwood's rents, Holborn

--

Ditto, Osborne-street, Whitechapel
Ditto, St. Margaret's hill, Southwark
Coal Exchange, Lower Thames-street, opposite Billingsgate
Council Office, Cockpit, Whitehall
Crown Office, King's Bench-walk, Inner Temple

Cursitor's Office (in Chancery), Chancery-lane
Custom House, Lower Thames-street
Custos Brevium Office,Brick-court, Middle Temple
Declaration Office, King's Bench Office, Inner Temple
Delegate's Office, College-square,Doctors' Commons
Deputy Remembrancer's.Office, Exchequer Office, King's Bench- walk,Inner Temple
Dispensation Office, New-court, Middle Temple
Doctors' Commons, St.Paul's
Domingo St. Claim Office, OldBroad-street
Duchy of CornwallOffice, Somerset-place
Duchy of Lancaster Office, ditto
Dutch Property Office, 55, Old Broad-street
East India House, Leadenhall-street
Eastland Company, 1 1, Stepney-lane, Wood -street.
East India Company's fVarehouses.
New-street, Bishopsgate-street,(for muslin, calico, and raw silk)
Leadenhall-street, (for ditto, ditto, ditto)
Two warehouses, Seething-lane,Tower-street, (for drugs, china, and tea)
Two warehouses, Fenehurch-street, (for tea)
x
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Haydon-square, Minories, (for tea)

Cowper's row, Crutched-friars, (for teaand sugar)
Crufched-friars, (for ditto, ditto)
London-wall, (for indigo, &c.)
Ratcliff-cross, (for saltpetre, &c.)
Rotherhithe Platform, (for ditto)
Royal Exchange, (for pepper)
Montague close, Southwark, (for cane, &c.)
Kentish-buildings, High-street, Southwark, (for tea)
Fresh Wharf, Lower Thames-street, (for sugar)
Gravel-lane, (for ditto)
Paul's wharf, Bennet's hill, Upper Thames-street, (for pant and sem, or hemp and
flax)
Dowgate, Thames-street, (for sugar and indigo)
Griffin's wharf, Morgan's lane, Tooley-street,Southwark, (for rice, &c.)
Lime-street, Leadenhall-street, (for baggage)
Tooley-street, Southwark, (for sugar)
Potter's fields, Tooley-street, Southwark, (for tea)
Rotherhithe, near the church, (for sugar)
Jewry-street, Aldgate-street, Aldgate, (for tea)
EastIndia CommissionOffice, Treasury, Whitehall
Emigrant Office, Queen-street, Westminster
Equity Exchequer Office, King's Bench-walk, Inner Temple
Errors' Office, King's Bench, Chancery-lane
Examiner'sOffice in Chancery, Rolls-yard, Chancery-lane
Exchange,Stock, near the Bank
Exchange, Royal, Cornhill
Exchange, Exeter, Strand
Exchange, Coal, Lower Thames-street
Exchange, Corn, Mark-lane, Fenehurch-street
Exchequer, New Palace-yard,Westminster
Exchequer Chamber for Writs of Error, Garden-court, Inner Temple
Exchequer Office, King's Bench-walk, Inner Temple
Exchequer ofPleas Office, No. 9, Old Buildings, Lincoln's Inn
Exchequer Loan Bill Office, over the Royal Exchange
Excise Office, Old Broad-street, London-wall
Express Office for General Post,Haymarket
Faculty Office, GreatKuight Rider-street, Doctors' Commons
Fen Office, Tanfield-court, Inner Temple
Filazers' Office to the Common Pleas for London and Middlesex, No. 4, Elm-court,

.

Temple

Filazers' Exigenters, and Clerk of the Outlawries, King's Bench, Pump-court, Middle
Temple
Fire Assurance Offices. See Assurance
First Fruits' Office, near the Church, Temple
FleetPrison, Fleet-market
Foreign Apposer's Office, Inner Temple
Furnival's Inn, Holborn
Game License Office, Somerset-place
Grand Junction Canal Office, No. 23, Fludyer-street, and Winchester-row, Lissongreen
GateHouse, Westminster
Gray's

—
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Gray's Inn, Holborn
General Accountant Office of New Duties, Somerset-place
GreshamCollege, Royal Exchange,Cornhill
Giltspur-street Compter, Giltspur-street, West Smithfield
Guildhall, City of London, King-street, Cheapside
Guildhall, City of Westminster, King-street, Westminster
Hackney Coach and Sedan Chair Office, Somerset-place
Habeas Corpus Office, Chancery-lane
Hair Powder Office, Somerset-place
Ditto, New-street, Spring gardens
Ditto, No. 50, Lombard-street, Cornhill
Ditto, Vere-street, Oxford-street
Half-pay Office, Army Pay Office, Whitehall

Hanapar Office, Bell-yard, Temple-bar
Hat License and Stamp Office, Somerset-place

-

Hawkers' and Pedlars' Office,
ditto
Heralds' College Office, Bennet's hill, Doctors' Commons
Horse Dealers' Tax Office, Somerset-place
Horse Guards, Whitehall
Hospital, St. Bartholomew's, West Smithfield
Ditto, Bethlehem, Moorfields
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,

Christ's, Newgate-street
Foundling, Guildford-street
St. George's, Hyde-park Corner
Guy's, Southwark
Locke, Pimlico
St. Luke's, Old-street

London, Whitechapel-road

Lying-in. Surry side of Westminster-bridge
Lying-in, City-road
Magdalen, Blaekfriar's road

Marybone, Northumberland-street

St. Thomas's, High-street, Southwark
Queen's Lying-in, Bayswater
Middlesex, Charles-street, Berners-street
Westminster, No. 4, Abingdon-street, Westminster
House of Correction, Cold Bath-fields
House Tax Office, Somerset-place
Hudson's Bay Company, No. 3, Fenehurch-street
Humane Society Receiving House, Hyde-park
Impress Office, Scotland-yard
Inland NavigationOffice, No. 16, Tokenhouse-yard
Inrolmeit Office, Chancery-lane
Inrolm>_nts of Fines, and Receiver'sOffice, Inner Temple
Inspector General of the Custom's Office, Custom-house, Lower Thames-street, and
Whitehall
Invalid Office, Whitehall
Irish Office, No. 12, Great George-street, Westminster

Jerusalem Chamber, Westmiuster-abbey

Jewel Office, Tower
Judges' Chambers, Serjeant's Inn
Judgment Office, King's Bench Office, Inner Temple
King's Bench Office, King's Bench-walk, Inner Temple

King's
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King's Remembrance Office, King's Bench-walk, Inner Temple
King's Bench Prison, St. George's fields
King's Printing Office, East Harding-street, Fleet-street
King's Stationary Office, New Palace-yard
King's Silver Office, Elm-court, Middle Temple
Land-Tax Office for 'London, Lombard-street
Land Revenue Office, Whitehall
Land-Tax Register Office, No. 9, Holborn-row, Lincoln's Inn-fields
Lead Company, St. Martin's lane, Cannon-styeet
Levant or Turkey Company, No. 14, Little St. Helen, Bishopsgate-street
Leverian Museum, Blackfriars-bridge
Lincoln's Inn, Chancery-lane
Lincoln'sInn Steward's Office, No. 15,Old Buildings
Ditto Library, No. 2, Stone Buildings
Linnæan Society, Panton-square
Laws, College of, Doctors' Commons
London Register Office, Great Knight Rider-street, Doctors' Commons
London Library, Hatton-street
London Medical Library, Bolt-court, Fleet-street
London Annuity Society foi; Widows, No. 25, Old Fish-street
London Dock Company, 33, Winchester-street
London Workhouse, Bishopsgate-street
Lord Chamberlain's Office, Stable-yard, St. James's
Lord Steward's Office, St. Anne's lane
Lord Treasurer'sRemembrancer's Office, Somerset-place
Lord Mayor's Court and Office, RoyalExchange
Lords, House of, Old Palace-yard, Westminster
Lottery Office, Somerset-place
Lyon's Inn, Wych-street, Drury-lane
Ludgate Prison, New Giltspur-street
Mansion House, LordMayor's, Mansion House-street, Cornhill
Marshalsea Court, Queen-street, Southwark
Ditto, St. James's
Marshalsea Court Office, No. 14) Clifford's Inn
Malshalsea Prison, near the Town-hall, Southwark
Masters' Office, King's Bench Office, Inner Temple
Masters', in Chancery, Office, Southampton-buildings
Master of the Rolls Office, Chancery-lane
Marybone Workhouse, Northumberland-street, New-road, Paddington
Marybone Infirmary, ditto
Marine Society's Office, Bishopsgate-street
Merchant Seaman's Office, over the Royal Exchange
Medicine License and Stamp Office, Somerset-place
Medical Elaboratory, Upper Charlotte-street, Blackfriars-road
Money Order Office, Sherborne-lane, Lombard-street
Mines Royal Office
Mint Office, Tower
Million Bank, Nag's Head-court, Gracechurch-street
Monument, Fish-street Hill
Muster-master General's Office, Horse Guards, Whitehall
,
Naval Asylum, Clarence House, Paddington
Navy Office, Somerset-place
4
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Nisi Prius Office, King's Bench Office, Inner Temple
Newgate Prison, Old Bailey
New Compter, Giltspur-street, Westminster
New River Company's Office, Islington, and Dorset-street, Salisbury-square
New Jail, Horsemonger-lane,Stones-end, Southwark
New Inn, Wych-street, Drury-lane
New Prison, Clerkenwell
Ordnance, Board of, Margaret-street, Westminster
Ordnance Office, Tower
Outlawry Office, Pump-court
Office for Widows Pensions, No. 10, New-square, Lincoln's Inn
Palace of St. James's, end of Pall mall
Palace Court Office, 14, Clifford's Inn
Patent Office, No. 4, Old Buildings, Lincoln'sInn
Paymaster General, of Land Forces, Office, Whitehall
Paymaster's Office, St. James's Palace
Pay Office, Navy, Somerset-place
Parliament Office, Abingdon-street, Westminster
Pawnbroker's License Office, Somerset-place
ditto
Perfumery License Office,
Penitentiary Prison, ColdBath-fields
Petty BagOffice, Rolls-yard,Chancery-lane
Pell Office, Westminster-hall
Philanthropic Society, St. George's fields
Physicians' College, Warwick-lane, Newgate-street
Pipe Office, Somerset-place
Plantation Office, Treasury, Whitehall
Pleas Office, Lincoln's Inn
Police Office, principal,Bow-street, Covent-garden

-

Ditto, Queen-square, Westminster
Ditto, Great Marlborough-street; Oxford-street
Ditto, Hatton-street, Holborn
Ditto, Worship-street, Shoreditch
Ditto, Lambeth-street, Whitechapel
Ditto, High-street, Shadwell
Ditto, Union-hall, Southwark
Ditto, Marine, near the Dundee Arms, 259, Wapping
Post Office, General, Lombard-street

Post Office, Twopenny, ditto
Ditto ditto, Gerard-street, Soho

Post Horse License and Stamp Office, Somerset-place
Poultry Compter Prison, Cheapside
Prerogative Office, Knight Rider-street, Doctors'Commons
Presentation Office, No. 2, Hare-court, Inner Temple
Privy Council Office, Treasury, Whitehall
Privy Seal Office, Somerset-place
Prothonotary's Office, Tanfield-court, Inner Temple
Public Accounts' Office, Somerset-place
Public Office for Affidavits in Chancery, Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane
Public Record Office, Westminster-abbey
Queen's Palace, St. James's park
Queen Anne's Bounty Office,Dean's yard, Westminster
Ramsgate
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Ramsgate Harbour Office, No. 22, Austin-friars
Receiver's Office for Greenwich Hospital, Great Tower-hill
Receiver General ofthe Commutation Tax, wheel carriages, servants, horses, waggons

and carts, Office, Lombard-street
Receiver General of the Duties on Inhabited Houses, for London and Middlesex,
Office, Northumberland-street, Strand
Receiver Generalof the Land-Tax, for the city ofLondonand Middlesex,Office, Excise
Office, Old Broad-street, London-wall
Receiver General's Office, for Stamps, Somerset-place
Record Office, Tower
Register Office, for Wills Royal and Peculiar, of St. Catharine's, Godliman-street,
Doctors' Commons
Ditto of the Deanand Chapter of St. Paul's, Carter-lane, Doctors' Commons
Ditto in Chancery, Chancery-lane
Ditto of Deeds in Middlesex,Bell-yard, Fleet-street
Dittofor the Land-Tax,No. 9, Lincoln's Inn-fields
Register of Fleet, &c. Marriages, Rutland-house, Charterhouse-square
Return Office, for Writs, 2, Tanfield-court, Temple
Remembrancer's Office, Somerset-place
Report Office, inChancery,New-buildings, Chancery-lane
Rolls, Chancery-lane
Royal Exchange, Cornhill

Royal Society, Somerset-place

Royal Institution, Albemarle-street
Royal Academy of Arts, Somerset-place
RoyalMilitary Asylum, Chelsea
Royal Military Academy, Woolwich
Royal JurisdictionOffice ofSt. Catharine's Registry, Godliman-street, Carter-lane
RussiaCompany, over the RoyalExchange,Cornhill
RussiaCompany, Secretary, No. 8, Silver-street, Wood-street
Savoy, Strand
Salt Office, Somerset-place
Scottish CorporationOffice, Crane-court, Fleet-street
Seal Office, No. 3, Inner Temple-lane
Secretary ofState's Office, foreign department,Downing-street, Westminster
Ditto,
ditto, home department, Whitehall
Ditto,
ditto, war department, Downing-street
Ditto,
ditto, for Ireland, Fludyer-street, and Great George-street, Westminster
Secretary's Office, Rolls, Chancery-lane
Secondary's Office, of Pleas, King's Bench, King's Bench-walk,, Inner Temple
Secondary's Office to the Sheriffs ofLondon, Lothbury
Sheriff's Court Office, New Compter, Giltspur-street, Newgate-street
Ditto, Guildhall
Sheriffs of London Office, Lothbury
Sheriffs of Middlesex Office, Tooke's court, Cursitor-street
Serjeant's Inn, Fleet-street
Ditto, Chancery-lane
Session's House, Old-bailey

Ditto,Clerkenwell-green

Sewers and CommissionersOffice, Guildhall
Sick and HurtSeamen's Office, Somerset-place
Sierra Leone Company, Birchin-lane
Signer
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Signer of Writs Office for the King's Bench, King's Bench-walk, Inner Temple
Signet-Office, Somerset-place
Sion College, London-wall
Six Clerks Office, Chancery-lane
Sixpenny Writ Office, Bell-yard, Fleet-street
Sixpenny Receiver's Office, Tower-hill
Society of Arts and Commerce, John-street, Adelphi
Solicitor's Office to the Commissioners of Stamps, Somerset-place
Somerset-place, near New Church in the Strand
South Sea (Old) House, Broad-street, London-wall
Ditto (New), Threadneedle-street
St. Domingo Board, Poets' Corner, Westminster
Staple Inn, Holborn
Stationer's Office, for servingstationary to the public offices under government, New
Palace-yard, Westminster
State Paper Office, Whitehall

Stamp Office, Somerset-place
Stage-coach Duty Office, Somerset-place
SubpSna, in Chancery, Office, No. 20, Chancery-lane

Surry Bridewell, St. George's fields
Surveyor of Crown-landsOffice, Somerset-place
Symond's Inn, Chancery-lane
Surgeons' Hall, Lincoln'sInn-fields
Surgeons' Theatre, Saffron-hill
Tax Office, Somerset-place
Temple, Inner and Middle, Fleet-street
Tenths Office, Garden-court, Middle Temple
Thavies' Inn, Holborn
Theatre, King's, usually called the Opera House, Haymarket
Ditto, Royal,Drury-lane

Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, Covent-garden
Ditto, Haymarket, usually called the Little Theatre

Town-clerk'sOffice of City, Guildhall
Towerof London, Tower-hill
Transport Office, Dorset-square, Westminster
Treasury, Whitehall, Westminster

Treasury, Queen's,

Scotland-yard, Westminster

Treasurer's Office for the Inner Temple, Lamb's Building-passage
Ditto for the Middle Temple, Hall-staircase
Trinity House, Great Tower-hill
*
Ditto, Deptford

.

Turkey Company Secretary, No. 14, Little St. Helens
Union Hall, Union-street, Southwark
Veterinary College, St. Pancras
Vicar-general and Peculiar's Office, Knight Rider-street, Doctors' Commons
VictuallingOffice Warehouses, Red-house, Deptford "
Victualling Office, Somerset-place
Westminster
Vote Office, House of Commons, Palace-yard,
War Office, Horse-guards, Whitehall
lemple
Warrant of Attorney's Office, Pump-court, Middle
Palace-yard
Hall,
New
Westminster
4 -Q
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Westminster Library, Jermyn street
West India Dock Company Office, No. 108, Fenehurch-street
Whitehall, Parliament-street, Westminster
Whitechapel Court, Whitechapel
Ditto Prison, Whitechapel-road
Wine License Office, Excise Office, Old Broad-street.

PUBLIC HALLS AND COMPANIES.

APOTHECARIES' Hall, Water-lane, Blackfriars

Armourers' and Braziers' Hall, Coleman-street
Bakers' Hall, Harp-lane
Barbers' Hall, Monkwell-street
Blacksmiths' Company, held at Cutlers' Hall
Bowyers'Company, held at the New London Tavern
Brewers'Hall, Addle-street
Butchers' Hall, Pudding-lane
Carmen'sCompany, no Livery, held at Guildhall

Carpenters'Hall, London-wall

(now a warehouse)

Clockmakers'Company
Clothworkers'Hall, Mincing-lane
Coachmakers' Hall, Noble-street
Combmakers' Company, no Livery
Cooks' Company, held at Guildhall
Coopers' Hall, BasinghaU-street

Cordwainers' Hall, Distaff-lane
Curriers' Hall, London-wall
Cutlers' Hall, Cloak-lane

Distillers'Company, held at Drapers' Hall
Drapers' Hall, Throgmorton-street
Dyers' Hall, Dowgate-hill
Embroiderers'Hall, Gutter-lane
Fanmakers' Company, ho Livery, held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate-street
Farriers' Company, held at the George and Vulture, Cornhill
Fellowship Porters' Company, St. Mary's hill
Feltmakers'Company, held at Pewterers'Hall

Fishmongers' Hall, Thames-street
Fletchers' Company, held at the George and Vulture, Cornhill
Founders' Hall, Lothbury
Framework-knitters'Company, held at the King's Head, Poultry
Fruiterers' Company, held at the George and Vulture, Cornhill
Gardeners'Company, no Livery, held at Guildhall
Girdlers' Hall, BasinghaU-street
Glass-sellers' Company, Antwerp Tavern
Glaziers'Company, held at the New London Tavern
1

"

Glovers
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Glovers'Company, held at the George and Vulture, Cornhill
Gold and Silver Wire Drawers' Company, no Livery, held at the New London Tavern
Goldsmiths' Hall, Foster-lane
Grocers' Hall, in the Poultry. Rebuilt 1801
Gunsmiths' Company, held at Guildhall
Haberdashers' Hall, Maiden-lane
Hatband-makers'Company, no Livery, held at Cutlers' Hall
Iunholders' Hall, Elbow-lane
Joiners' Hall, Friar-lane, Thames-street

Ironmongers' Hall, Fenehurch-street
Leathersellers'Jlall, LittleSt.Helen's
Long Bowstring-makers' Company, no Livery
Loriners' Company, held at the Nag's Head, Leadenhall-street
Masons' Hall, Masons' alley,BasinghaU-street

Mercers' Hall, Cheapside
Merchant Taylors' Hall, Threadneedle-street
Musicians' Company
Needle-makers'Company, held at Cutlers'Hall
Painter-stainers' Hall, Little Trinity-lane
Parish-clerks' Hall, Silver-street, Wood-street
Patten-makers' Company, held at Guildhall
Paviours' Company, held at Guildhall
Pewterers' Hall, Lyme-street, Fenehurch-street
Plasterers' Hall, Addle-street, Wood-street
Plumbers' Hall, Chequer-yard, Dowgate-hill
Poulterers'Company, no Hall, held at Guildhall
Sadlers'Company, Cheapside
Salters'Hall, St. Swithin's lane, Cannon-street
Scriveners' Company
Shipwrights' Company, Irish Chamber, Guildhall
Skinners' Company, Dowgate-hill
Spectacle-makers' Company, no Livery
Starch-makers', incorporated with the Grocers' Company
Stationers' Hall, Ludgate-street. Completely repaired 1802
Tallow-chandlers'Hall, Dowgate-hill
Tinplate-workers'Company, held at Guildhall
Tobaccopipe-makers' Company, held at Curriers'Hall
Turners' Company
Tylers' and Brickmakers' Company, New London Tavern, Cheapside
Vintners' Hall, Upper Thames-street
Upholders' Company, Crane-court,' Old Fish-street-hill
Watermen's Hall, St. Mary's hill, Lower Thames-street
Wax-chandlers' Hall, Maiden-lane, Wood-street
Weavers' Hall, BasinghaU-street
Wheelwrights' Company, no Livery, held at Guildhall.
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PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF ALL KINDS.

.

1

For Education.

educating students to the profession of
the law, &c. &c. &c.
5 Colleges: viz. One for the improvement of the clergy, London-wall; one
for divinity and astronomy, called GreshamCollege; one for pl^sicians,
Warwick-lane; one for the study of civil law, Doctors' Commons; and
theHeralds' College
62 Schools, or Public Seminaries: the principal of which are, Westminster
School, the Blue-coat School, or Christ's Hospital, St. Paul's, Merchant
Taylors', Charterhouse, St. Martin's School, &c. &c. &c. where about
5000 youngpersons are educated.
237 Schools belonging to the different Parishes, where about 9000 male and
female childrenare educated in reading, writing, and accounts.
3730 Private Schools, for all the various branches of male and female education,
including some for deafand dumb.
Total 4050 Seminaries of Education.
16 INNS of Court and Chancery, for

The following Schools deserve particular enumeration ;though probably there are many
others whichmight equally deserve notice.
1.
2.
2.

deserted girls under twelve years of age, VauxAsylum, for poor friendless
hall-road
1758
Orphan Working School, for childrenof dissenters, City-road
PhilanthropicSociety, St.George's fields, for children of criminal parents,
andyoung delinquents.
Freemasons' School, for female orphans, St. George's fields
1788
Marine Society,for educating destitute poorboys to the sea, in Bishopsgate-

.

. . .
".
street
British or Welsh Charity School, Gray'sInn-lane
. . .. .
French Charity School, Windmill-street, TottenhamCourt-road
School for soldiers' girls at Chelsea, supported by ladies
. . .
9. Neal's Mathematical School, for teachingnavigation, &c. to poor children,

4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

1756
.1718

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

1709

.....
...........
....
.
.....

King's Head-court, Gough-square, Fleet-street
1715
Clergy; the boys at Thirsk, Yorkshire, the girls
at Lisson-green,Paddington. Secretary, J. Topham, Esq. No. 5, Gray's
Inn-square
1749
Day School of Industry, for boys and girls, Paradise-street, Mary-le-bone 1791
68,
Another, No.
Edgware-road, for girls
1784
Ladies' Charity School, King-street, Snow-hill
1702
Walworth Female Charity School.
Saint Anne'sSociety, hitherto at Lavenham, Suffolk, about to be removed
to Camberwell, for boys and girls, extended in 1733 and 1791
1709
Grey-coat Hospital, Artillery-ground, Westminster.
Green-coat Hospital, Ditto.
Society for maintaining and educating the poor orphansof the clergy
1794
British National Endeavour, for the orphans of soldiers andsailors,PaddiDgton 1800
Raine's Asylum, for educating 40 girls, and giving them marriage portions,
St. George's, Middlesex.
2. Religion

10. School for Children ofthe
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

1747

. .
.
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2. Religion andMorals.

...........
. .

1. The Society for giving Effect to his Majesty's Proclamation against Vice and

Immorality

1787
1802

2. The Society for the Suppression of Vice, Bell-yard, Carey street
3. The Society for promoting Christian Knowledge,
Bartlett's
'

buildings,
Holborn
16D9
4. The Society for Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, Dean's yard,

.

. . . . . . . . . .

Westminster
.1701
Society for promoting Religious Knowledge, by distributing books

5. The

.

amongthe poor. Secretary, Mr. Watts, Founders' Hall, Lothbury
in Ireland, Merchant Seamen's
Office.
7. The Society for Religious Instruction to the Negroes in the West Indies
8. The Society for preventingCrimes, byprosecuting Swindlers,Sharpers, aud
Cheats, No. 36, Essex-street,. Strand
9. British Society for the Encouragement of Servants, No. 10, Pall-mall
10. Society for giving Bibles to Soldiers aud Sailors. Secretary, Mr. Meredith,
No. 27, Dean-street, So.ho
11. Dr.Bray's Charity, for providing Parochial Libraries, No. 5, Ave Maria
Lane.
12. Society for Relief ofpoor pious Clergymen
13. Queen Anne's Bounty for the Augmentation of small Livings of Clergymen.
Secretary, R. Burn, Esq. Duke-street, Westminster
14. Sunday Schools in variousParishes.
15. Sunday School Society, for giving Bibles, &c. and otherwise furthering the
Purposes of Sunday Schools. Secretary, Mr. Prestill, No. 47, Cornhill
16. Religious Tract Society
17. Missionary Society
'
18. Missions to Africa, &c.
Girls,
Merchant Seamen's
19. Institution for the Protection of young Country
Office, RoyalExchange
6. The Society for promoting Charity Schools

1715
1795

. . . . . . ..

1767
1792

........
......

1780
1788

....

1703

.........
.........
. .
..........

3. For Learning,and the useful andfine Aris.
I. Royal Society, incorporated for promoting useful Knowledge
2. Antiquarian Society, Somerset-place
3. Society, or Trustees of the British Museum

1785

1795
1795
1800

1801

. .

1663
1751

1753

1765
Societyof Artists of Great Britain, Strand
5. RoyalAcademy of Arts, Somerset-place
1773
6. Society for the Encouragement of Learning, Crane-court, Fleet-street.
7. Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce,
Adelphi-buildings.
8. Medical Society of London,Bolt-court, Fleet-street
1773
9. Society for the Improvement of Naval Architecture
1791
10. Veterinary College, near St. Pancras-church
1792
11. RoyalInstitutionfoi the ApplicationofScience to the commonPurposes of Life 1799
12. British MineralogicalSociety
1799
13. Philological Society
1792
'.
14. African Education Society
1800
1801
15. Academical Society
,
1788
3
16. Linnæan Society
4. Asylums
4,

.....
....

-

.

. . .
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4.

Asylumsfor the Indigent andHelpless.

107 Almshouses endowed at different periods, where 1352 old men and women

are supported : the principal of thesehouses are, The Trinity Almshouses,
for twenty-eight decayed shipmasters, in Mile-end ; Bancroft's Almshouses, Mile-end, for twenty-four poor men ; Fishmongers' Almshouses,
Newington Butts ; Haberdashers' Almshouses, in Hoxton ;Jeffrey's Almshouses, Kingsland-road ; Sir JohnMorden's College, for decayed merchants,
at Blackheath ; Emanuel, or Lady Dacre's Hospital, Tothillfields, West-

minster.
1 London Workhouse, Bishopsgate-street, for decayed old men.
1 BridewellHospital, an asylum for apprentices to different trades, Bridgestreet, Blackfriars.
1 Charterhouse Hospital, an asylum for eighty indigent persons, in Charter.1611
house-square
1 Scottish Hospital,for decayed natives of Scotland,in Crane-court,Fleet-street.
1 Welsh Hospital, for decayed natives of Wales, in Gray'sInn-lane.
1719
1 French Hospital, for decayedFrenchmen, in St. Luke's, Middlesex
1 FoundlingHospital, for deserted infants, Lamb's Conduit-street
1739
1 MagdalenHospital, for the admission of seduced females, St. George's fields 1769
I Lock Asylum, for penitent femalepatients, cured in the Lock Hospital
1787
1 Chelsea Hospital, for worn out and disabledsoldiers
1670
1 Greenwich Hospital, for worn out and disabled seamen
1694

. . . . . . . . . .

. ..
....
. .

..

5.

Institutionsfor charitable and humane Purposes.

........

HumaneSociety, for the Recovery ofdrownedandsuffocated Persons,Spital1773
square, and London Coffeehouse
Society for theRelief of Clergymen's Widows, Paper-buildings, Temple.
Three Societies for the Support of decayedMusicians, their Widows, and
Children
1786
Society for the Reliefof Widows and Orphans of Medical Men, founded by
Dr. Squires and Mr. Chamberlain
1788
Laudable Society for the Benefit of Widows, Crane-court, Fleet-street.
Society for the Support of Widows, Surry-street, Strand.
Society for the Support of poor Artists and their Widows, Strand.
Society for the Reliefof decayed Actors.
-4_SC-darian Society for the Reliefof decayed Schoolmasters.
«
Society for the Relief of Authors in Distress.
Society for the Relief of Officers, their Widows, Children, Mothers, and

. . . .

. .

Sisters.

to Widows, No. 25, Old Fish-street, St. Paul's
Church-yard.
Society for the Relief of sick andmaimedSeamen in the Merchants' Service 1747
Society for the Relief of poor WidowsandChildren of Clergymen,instituted
by charter
1768
Raine's Hospitalfor forty girls, who receive 1001. portion on their marriage 1736
Society, called the Feast ofthe Sons of the Clergy, for apprenticing their
indigent children, No. 5, Gray's Inn-square.
Freemasons' Charity.
Society for theRelief of Persons imprisoned for small Debts, Craven-street,
Strand.
Society

Society for Annuities

............
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Society for bettering the Condition andincreasing the Comforts of the Poor.
Society for improving the Condition of Chimney-sweepers.
Soup Societies, during a scarcity, or a severe winter.

Workhouses.
Private Asylums for Lunatics
91 Public Companies in the City of London, who give in charity above75,0001.
a year.
Stock's Blind Charity, distributedby the Painter-Stainers' Company
Hetherington's Blind Charity, payable at Christ's Hospital
Asylum for Deaf and Dumb Poor, Grange-road, Bermondsey
Charitable Society for IndustriousPoor, School-house, Hatton-garden.
Society for Charitable Purposes, Wardour-street, Soho
1600 Friendly Societies in the metropolis and its vicinity, of which about 800
have enrolledthemselves under the act of parliament, 33 George III.cap.
54. They are composed ofmechanics and labouring people, who distribute to sick members, and for funerals, sums raised by monthly payments, amounting, on an average, to Is. 8d. a month, or 20s. a year,
and consisting of about 80,000 members, who thus raise annually 80,0001.
Society for the Prevention and Cure of contagiousFevers
,
Society for the Relief of the Ruptured Poor
Society for promoting Vaccine Inoculation

.. .. ... 1786
....1773

1787
1792

....
......
. . . . .

1801
1786
1800

LIST OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL HOSPITALS.

1.

..........
. . . . . . . . . .

St. Bartholomew'sHospital, in West Smithfield, for the reception ofafflicted

and diseasedpersons
Hospital, Southwark, for the reception of sick and lame,
especially sailors
3. Guy's Hospital, Southwark, for sick and impotent persons, and lunatics
4. London Hospital,Whitechapel-road, for the reception ofallpersons meeting
with accidents
5. St. George's Hospital,Hyde-park Corner, for the reception of sick and lame
6. Westminster General Infirmary, James-street, Westminster, for sick and
diseased persons
7. Middlesex Hospital, Charles-street, near Oxford-street, for sick and lame,
and pregnant women
8, Lock Hospital,Hyde-park Turnpike,for persons afflicted with the venereal
disease
9. Hospital Misericordia, Goodman's fields, forthesamepurpo.se
10. Small-pox Hospital, St. Pancras, for the inoculation of poor persons. Down
to the 31st ofDecember, 1801, the numberof 5400 persons had safely been
inoculated for the Con-pox at this Hospital, under the direction of Dr.
Woodville
II. London Lying-in Hospital, Aldersgate-street, for poor married women .
12. City ofLondon Lying-inHospital,Old-street,City-road, for the same objects
13. British Lying-inHospital, Brownlow-street, Long-acre, id.
14. Westminster Lying-in Hospital, Surry-road, Westminster-bridge, for poor
pregnant women generally.
15. Queen's Lying-inHospital,BayswaterHall, Oxford-road, forthe same objects
16. Lying-in Hospital, Store-street, Tottenham Court-road, id.
17. Lying-in Charity, for delivering pregnant women at their own houses
2. St. Thomas's

'

.

L539
1553

...........
. . . . . . . .
.
. . . . . . . . . .
. .

1721

17-.0

1733

17 19
1745

...........
.

■

. . .

1746
1774

1746
1750
1751
1749

. . .. 1767
1757
Society
18,

1767
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Society for delivering married women at their own habitations, by whom
thirty-two midwives are employed
1757
19. New Lying-inCharity, for the wives of the foot-guards, No. 5, GreatRyder-

. . . . ... .

18.

street

1801

Bethlem Hospital, for lunatics, Moorfields
1553
St. Luke's Hospital, for lunatics, Old Street-road
1751
Samaritan Society, for relieving persons discharged from hospitals
1791
Society for visiting and relievingthe sick at home.
Vaccine Pock Institution, No. 5, Golden-square
1800
Royal Jennerian Society for the Inoculation ofthe Cow Pock, Salisbury-square
26. Institutionfor the Cure andPreventionof contagiousFevers in the Metropolis 1801

. . . .. ..

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

.....

Dispensaries.
1. Eastern Dispensary,Whitechapel.
2. Western Dispensary,Charles-street,Westminster.
3. Middlesex Dispensary,Great Ailiffe-street.
4. London Dispensary, Primrose-street, Bishopsgate-street.
5. City Dispensary,Bevis Marks.
6. New FinsburyDispensary, St. John-street, Clerkenwell.
7. FinsburyDispensary, St. John's square,Clerkenwell.
8. General Dispensary,Aldersgate-street.
9. Public Dispensary, Carey-street, Lincoln's Inn-fields.
10. Infant Poor Dispensary,Soho-square.
11. St. James's Dispensary,Berwick-street, Soho.
12. Westminster Dispensary, Gerrard-street, Soho.
13. Mary-le-boneDispensary, Wells-street, Oxford-street.
14. Ossulston Dispensary,Bow-street,Bloomsbury.
15. Surrv Dispensary, Union-street, Borough.
16. Royal Universal Dispensary,Featherstone's buildings, Holborn
17. Bloomsbury Dispensary,Great Russel-street.
IS. Perkinean Institution, Frith-street, Soho.

COURTS OF JUDICATURE.

General Supreme Courts in London.
1. HIGH Court of Parliament, being the highest Court of criminal Jurisdiction in
England, in which commoners are tried for high misdemeanors, when impeached bv
the Commonsof England, and peers for capital oflences.
2. The House of Lords, being a Court of Appeal, in the last resort, from the judgments ofall the other courts.
3. The Court of Exchequer Chamber, another but inferior Court of Appeal,its decisions being subject to appeals to the House ofLords.
4. The High Court of Chancery, for cancelling the King's Patents when unduly
obtained ;and for deciding causes according to equity, chiefly in cases where the letter ofthe law is incompetent to afford relief. It is "held in Westminster-hall and in
Lincoln's Inn-hall.
5. The Court of King's Bench, a Court of criminal and civil Jurisdiction, held in
Westminster-hall.
6. The
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fl. The Court of Common Pleas, to determine Civil Causes ;held in Westminster-hall.
7. The Court of Exchequer, a Court of common law and of equity, and for determining matters of the king's revenue; held in Westminster-hall.
8. The Court of Appeals, in Colonial and Prize Causes; held at Whitehall, and conisting ofthe king's privy council.
9. The High Court of Admiralty ; held at Doctors' Commons, to determine Causes
relative to Prizes ; and at the Sessions-house, in the Old Bailey, for crimescommitted
within the jurisdiction ofthe Admiralty.
COURTS WITH LOCAL JURISDICTION, AND OTHER INFERIOR COURTS.

Courts in the City of London.
10. The Court of Oyer and Terminer, and Gaol Delivery, for trying criminals, at
he Justice Hall, in the Old Bailey ; held by his Majesty's commission to the lord
mayor, judges, recorder, and common serjeant, every six weeks.
11. The Court of Hustings, the supreme court ofthe city for pleas ofland and common pleas.
12. The LordMayor's Court, for actionsof debtand trespass, and for appeals from
inferior courts, and for foreign attachments; giving decisions in all cases whatsoever
in fourteen days, at an expense not exceedingthirty shillings ;heldin the King's Bench,
Guildhall, by the lord mayor, recorder, and aldermen.
13. Court of Requests ;held by two aldermen and four membersof common council,
appointed by thelord mayor and aldermen, three of whom form a court for the recovery of small debts, not exceedingsive pounds, at the expense of ten pence.
14. Chamberlain s Court ;held every day, to determinedifferencesbetween masters
and apprentices, and to admit those who are duly qualified to the freedom ofthe city.
15. Sheriff's Court, held every Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, at
Guildhall, where actions of debt and trespass, &c. are tried by the sheriff and his
deputy, who are judges of the court.
16. Court of Orphans ;held before the lord mayor and aldermen, as guardians of
the children of deceased freemen under twenty-one years of age.
17. The Pie-poudre Court; held by the lord mayor and stewards, for administering
instantaneous justice between buyers and sellers at Bartholomew-fair, and to redress
all such disordersas mayarise there.
18. Court of Conservancy ; heldby the lordmayor and aldermen four times in each
year, in Middlesex, Essex, Kent, and Surry ; who inquire, by a jury, into abuses
relative to the fishing ofthe river Thames, and redress the same;with jurisdiction
from Staines west to Yenfleeteast.
19. Court of Lord Mayor andAldermen;empowered to set the assize on bread
and salt. Court of Common Council, relating to the municipal officers of the city.
Court ofCommonHall, for the electionoflord mayor, sheriffs, and officers of the city;
and for the management ofthe public property ofthe city ;and for removing nuisances,
and other purposes. Court of Wardmotes;held chiefly for the election of aldermen
and common councilmen.
20. Generaland Suarter Sessions of the Peace; held by the lordmayor and aldermen
eight times a year.
21. Petty Sessions, for small offences; held daily at the Mansion -house, in the
forenoon, by the lord mayor and one alderman; and daily at Guildhall, by two aldermen in rotation.
22. Coroner's Court ; to inquire into the causes of sudden deaths.
4C
23. Court
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23. Court of the Towerof London; held within the verge of the city, by a steward
appointed by the constable ofthe Tower,by whomare tried actionsof debt, trespasses,
and covenants.

Courts within the City andLiberties of Westminster.
24. Court of the Duchy of Lancaster, a supreme court ofrecord; held inSomersetplace, for deciding, by the chancellor ofthe saidduchy, all matters of law or equity
belonging to the county palatineof Lancaster.
25. Quarter Sessions of lhe Peace, a court of record; held by the justices ofthe city

and libertiesof Westminster, four times a year, at the Guildhall, Westminster, for all
trespasses, petty larcenies, and other small offences committed within the city and
liberty of Westminster.
26. Westminster Court, or Court Leet;heldby the dean of Westminster, or his steward, for choosing parochial officers, preventing and removing nuisances, &c.
27. Court of Requests, Castle-street, Leicester-square; held by commissioners,
being respectable housekeepers, for deciding, without appeal, all pleas for debts
under forty shillings. For the parishes of St. Margaret, St. John, St. Martin, St.
Paul Covent-garden,St. Clement Danes, St. Mary-le-Strand, and that part of the
duchy ofLancaster which joins Westminster.
28. Court of Requests, Vine-street, Piccadilly; held in the same manner and for
the same purposes, for the parishes of St. Anne, St. George,Hanover-square, and St.
James, Westminster.
29. Petty Sessions, or Police Court ; held at Bow-street, beinga court of petty sessions ; held by two magistrates every day (Sundays excepted) morning and evening,
for matters of police, and various offences and misdemeanours.
30. Ditto, a similar court; held at the public office, Queen-street, Westminster.
31. Ditto, a similar court ; held at the public office, Great Marlborough-street.

Courts within the Counly

of Middlesex.

32. St. Martin's-le-Grand Court, a court of record, subject to the dean and chapter
of Westminster ; held every Wednesday, for the trial of all personal actions. The
process is by a capias against the body, or an attachment against the goods, in this

particular liberty.

33. East Smithfield Court, a court leet and court baron ;held for this liberty, to
inquire into nuisances, &c. In this court baron pleas are held to the amount of forty
shillings.
34. Finsbury Court, a court leet; held oncea year, by a stewardof the lord mayor,
as lord ofthe manor of Finsbury, for inquiring into those nuisances competent for leet
juries by ancientusage, and swearing in constables for the manor.
35. St. Catherine's Court ; two courts are competent to be held within this small
precinct, for actionsof debt and trespass, at St. Catherine's, neartheTower.
36. Whitechapel Court; a court held by the stewardof the manor of Stepney, by
whom, and a jury, are tried actionsof debt for five pounds and under, &c.
37. Sheriff's Court, for the county of Middlesex, for actions of debt, trespasses,
assaults, &c.
38. Quarter and General Sessions of the Peace, and Sessions of Oyer and Terminer;
held by the justices of the county of Middlesexeight times a year, at the new sessionshouse, Clerkenwell-green, for all trespasses,petty larcenies, misdemeanours, and other
offences; and for mattersrelative to roads, bridges, and for other county affairs.
39. Petty
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39. Petty Sessions, or Police Court; held every morning and evening (Sundays excepted) by two magistrates, at the public office, Hatton-garden, for matters of police,
and various offences and misdemeanours, &c.
40. Ditto, a similar court ; held at the public office, Worship-street, near Finsburysquare.
41. Ditto; held at the public office, Lambeth-street, Whitechapel.
42. Ditto ;held at the public office, High-street, Shadwell.
43. Two Coroner's Courts, for inquiring into the causes of sudden deaths.
44. Court of Requests, for small debtsunder forty shillings, withoutappeal; held
in Fulwood's rents, Holborn, for the division of Finsbury.
45. Court of Requests, for small debts under forty shillings, without any appeal;
held in Osborne-street, Whitechapel, by commissioners under the act of parliament,
chosen annuallyby the several parishes in the TowerHamlets.
46. General and Quarter Sessionsof thePeace for the liberty ofthe Tower of London ;
held by the justices of that liberty eight times in each year, for petty larcenies, trespasses, felonies, misdemeanours, &c. withinthat particular district.

Courts of the Borough of Southwark.
47. Court of Record; held at St. Margaret's hill,Southwark, by the lord mayor's
steward, for actions of small debts, damages, trespass,&c.
48. Court of Record for the Clink liberty ; held near Bankside, in Southwark, by
the bishop of Winchester's steward, for actions of debt, trespass, &c. within that

liberty.

49. Marshalsea Court, a court of record (or the court of the royal palace),having
jurisdictiontwelvemilesround Whitehall (exclusive ofthe city ofLondon), for actions
of debt, damages, trespasses, &c. such actions being subject to beremoved to a higher
court when abovefive pounds.
50. Court of Requests, for therecovery of small debts undeisforty shillings, without
appeal ; held at St. Margaret's hill, by commissioners chosen under the act of parliament by the different parishes.
51. Coroner's Court, to inquire into the causes of sudden death, inSouthwark.
52. Quarter Sessions ofthe Peace for the Borough ofSouthwark ;held by the lord
mayor and aldermen, at St. Margaret's hill.
53. Quarter Sessionsof the Peace for the county ofSurry ; held at the New Sessions
House iu Southwark, by the magistrates ofthe county ofSurry.
54. Petty Sessions, or Police Court, established by act of parliament ;held every
morning and evening, by two justices,at the public office, Union-hall, Union-street,
Southwark, for objects ofpolice, &c.
ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS.

.

Prerogative Court, for wills and administrations. Doctors' Commons.
1
2. Court of Arches, for appeals 'rom inferior ecclesiastical courts in the province of
Canterbury. The Court of Peculiars is a branch ofthis court. Doctors' Commons.
3. Faculty Court, empowered to grant dispensations to marry, &c. Doctors' Commons.

4. Court of Delegates, for ecclesiastical

.

affairs. Doctors'Commons.
4C 2

PRISONS

APPENDIX.

564

PRISONS IN THE METROPOLIS.

.

1 KING's Bench Prison, for debtors on process or execution,and for persons under
sentence for misdemeanours, &c. in the King's Bench, &c.St. George'sfields.
2. Fleet Prison, for debtors on process or execution, &c. in the Common Pleas, &c.

Fleet-market.
3.

4.

Ludgate Prison, for debtorswho are freemenofthe city, Giltspur-street Compter
Poultry Compter, in the Poultry.
New Compter, for debt,misdemeanours, and felonies, Giltspur-street, Newgate-

5.
street.
6. Newgate, or city and county gaol,OldBailey.
7. New Prison, Clerkenwell; gaol for the county of Middlesex.
8. Prison for the Liberty of the Tower of London, Wellclose-square.

9. Whitechapel Prison, for debtors in actions in the FivePound Court, or the Court
ofthe Manor of Stepney.
10. Savoy Prison, for deserters and military delinquents.
11. County Gaolfor Surry, in the Borough of Southwark.
12. Clink Gaol, for the district of that name, in Southwark.
13. Marshalsea Gaol, in Southwark, for pirates.
14. New Gaol, in Southwark.

Houses of Correction.
15. City Bridewell, Bridewell, Blackfriars.
16. Tothillfields Bridewell, Tothillfields, Westminster.
17. PenitentiaryHouse, ColdBath-fields.
18. New Bridewell, in the Borough ofSouthwark.

INDEX

INBEX.

A.
ACADEMY, Royal, the, 468
Admiralty-office, 264
Agincourt, battle of ;rejoicings on the return of
Henry V. from the, 35
Aldermen, first appointment of for London, 22;
nature of their office, 130. 132
Ale and porter, annual consumption of, 122
Ancient music, academy of, 445

Bradby, John, thefirst martyr to the reformation.—
burned in Smithfield, 34
Brewery, Mr. Whitbread's, description of, 123
Bridewell, inTothillfields, 347
in Bridge-street, 349
■
in Cold Bath-fields, 354
Bridewell-hospital, historical account of, 195
British Museum, the, description of the curiosities
in, 412; regulations to be observed by visitors,

Animal food, great quantity of, consumed in London, 120
Antiquaries,society of, 399
Apothecaries' hall, 226
Archery, the citizens of London famous for their
dexterity in, 25
Architecture, its improved state, 143; general review ofthe present state of, 361
Artillery-ground, first enclosed for training the City
Archers, 54
Arts, the present state of, 141. 462
public exhibitions in, 468
Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce, society for the
encouragement of, rules and regulations of the,

Brooks, ancient, which ran through
the city, list
5
of, 20
Buckingham-house, 253
Buildings, private,in the metropolis, review of, 390
Buildings, particularly worthy ofnotice, by strangers,
392. 394
C.
Cade, Jack, his rebellion, 38
Carlton-house, 253
Cathohc, Roman, chapels in London, list of, 541
Cattle, slaughtering of, prohibited within the walls
of the city, 52
Cavendish-square, 392
Chancery, court of, its jurisdiction and officers,

— —

—— — —

concert of, 448

—

——

400

Assemblies, literary, list of, 423
Asylum, the, for female orphans,213
Asylums for indigent and helpless, list of, 558
Astley's Amphitheatre,454 ■
Augusta, the name givenby the Romans toLondon, 2

—

B.
Baker-street, the handsomest in the metropolis, 392
Bankof England, description of, 296 ; present state
of its affairs, 302
Bankers ;the Lombards the first who exercised that
callingin London, 22
Barnard's Inn, 246
Bayswater Lying-in hospital, 217
Bedford-square, 393
Berkeley-square, 392
Bethlem-hospital, historical survey of, 199
Billington, Mrs. the singer, notice of, 445
Bishopsgate, its antiquity, 8
Blind, school for the, 217
Bloomsbury-square, 393
Boleyne, Anne, grand procession on her marriage
to Henry VIII. 61
Books, facility of access to in the metropolis, 440 ;
number published in London, in the year 1800,
compared with Germany and France, 442

—

419

'

231. 560

Chapels, and meeting-houses, number of, 126. 539.
&c.
Charing-cross, statue ofCharles I. at, 392
Charitable institutions in the metropolis, 126. 556.
558, &c.
Charles II.arrives in London, 85; grants a confirmation ofits former privileges, 86; seizes the
city charter, 95
Charterhouse, the, historical account of, 185
Charters granted to the city of London, by several
princes, notice of, 12. 14, 15. 18, 19. 24. 48. .71.

—

86. 96

—

seized by Richard II.29;by Charles II.95
Chelsea-hospital, historical survey of, 178
Chief butler, an office belonging to the lord-mayor
of London, at the coronation of the sovereigns
of England, first claimed and exercisedin the time
of Richard1. 18
Chimney-sweepers, society for superseding the use
of, 217
Christ's hospital,historical account of, 179
Churches in London, number of, 126
of the established religion, list of, with
the dates of their erection, 537
list of those principally worthy ofnotice
for their architecture, 386
Churches,

— —— —

INDEX

566
Churches, foreign Protestant in London, 541

Circulating libraries in London, 441
Circus, Royal, 455
City-watch, procession of, in the reign of Henry
VIII.57

Civil war. See Rebellion.
Clement's Inn, 247
Clifford's Inn, ib.
Climate of London, 119
Cloisters, St. Bartholomew's, curious remains of, 189
Coals, first used as fuel in London, 22; quantity
annually consumed at present, 122
College of physicians, 226, 227
Combination, first cognizance taken of, by parlia-

—

ment, 71

Commerce, its influence on morals, 325
Commerce and trade of London, general review and
present state of, 287
Commercial buildings, 292
Common-council, members of the, how elected, and
nature of their office, 130; remarkable act of, 51
Common Pleas, court of,its establishment and jurisdiction, 234. 561
Commons, house of, description of, 268
Compter,new,inGiltspur-street, 333
in the Poultry, 337
in the Borough, 353
Concerts, subscription, 458
Conduits, first erected in London for supplying the
city with water brought from Tyburn, 21
Contagious fevers, institution for the cure and prevention of, 223
Contests between the citizens and parliament in
the year 1771, &c.99
Corn-exchange, 320
Corporation of London, the, 129
Covent-garden Theatre, 452
Court of conservancy for the river Thames, jurisdiction of, vested in the corporationof London, 18
of conscience, jurisdiction and powers of, 347
s of requestsinstituted, 59
Courts of judicature, 229. 560
Courts of justice, in London, number of, 128. 561
See Jennerian Institution
"Cow-pox.
Creation of the World," a play, performed by
the parish clerks, 33
Crosby-house, the residence of Richard duke of
Gloucester, 49
Crowded state of the streets in the metropoUs, 322

—— ——

D.
the, pillage London, 11
Deaths annually in and near the metropolis,118
Debtors, society for the relief of, 218
Description ofplates whichembellish tbis _vor., 475
Diseases,fatal, the most prevalent in London, 118
Dispensaries in and near London, general notice
of, 222 ; list of, 560
Doctors' Commons, 236. 563
Domesday-book, its silence with regard to London,
Danes,

—

1:5

Drury-lane Theatre, 451
Dudley and Empson. SeeEmpsojj.''
Durham-yard, embankment at, occasion of disputes
between the city and parliament, 99

E.
East India company,its wealthand consequence, 289
house, description of, 211; warehouses
belonging to, 322. 547, &c.
Ecclesiastical courts, 563
EdwardI. confirm, the charters and privileges of
the city, 71
Edward IV. harangues the citizens in favour of his
pretensions to the crown, 43 ; his cruelty on
obtaining the sovereign power, 44; grants the
citizens a new charter, ib. ; levies contributions
on the citizens, under the name of benevolences,
47 ; entertains the lord mayor and chief citizens
at ahunting party, 48 ;his death, ib.
Edward V. in great esteem with the citizens, 48. 50
Empson and Dudley, favourites of Henry VII. their
rapacity, 53 ; committed to the Tower, 54 ;

—

—

—

—

—

—

executed, 56

Evelyn, Sir John, his plan for rebuilding the city of
London, 94

Evil May-day, 58

Exchequer, court of, its officers, and jurisdiction,
235. 560

Excise Office, 313
Executions in London, reflections on, 165
Exhibitions for the encouragement of the fine arts,
468

F.

Fevers, contagious, institution for the cure and prevention of, 223
Fielding, Godfrey, lord mayor, appointed of the
king's privy council, for his activity in suppressing the rebellion of Cade, 41
Fire, provisions against the fatal consequences of accidents by, 151
insurance-offices, list of, 152
Fire of London, the great, in1666,88; calculation
of losses on the occasion, 91; conjectures as to
the causeof the calamity, 93

—

— —

Fleet-prison, 339
Foundling-hospital, historical account of, 204
Freedom, personal, andof thepress, in England, 145
Frugality of the lower classes of the community in
England, 147
Fruit and vegetables, annual consumption of, 12!
Furnival's Inn, 246

O.

Gallantry, state of, in London, 140
Gaming, extent to which it is carried in the polite
world, 141

Gaol fever, remarks on the, 338
Gates, Sir John,plunders London, 46
General Post-office. See Post-office
Gentry in and near the metropolis, 138
George I.his public entry into London, 96
George III. general review of politics since his
accession, 98
Giltspur-street compter, its internal regulations,
&c. 333
Gloucester, Richard, duke of, his hypocrisy in escorting his nephew into London, 49; his intrigues to
gain the good-will of the citizens, 50
Golden-square, 393
Goodman's fields, originally a Roman 1urial-place,9
Gordon.

—

INDEX
Gordon, Lord George, puts himself at the head of
the Protestant Association, 101;^-dreadful riots
which ensue,ib.
Government of the metropolis, state ofthe present,
129

Gray's Inn, 246

Greenwich Hospital,historical survey of, 169
Gresham College, 399
Grosvenor-square, 392
Guards, the king's, number of, 128
Guildhall, erected, 34
*- historical survey of, 308
chapel, 311
Guy's Hospital, historical account of, 193

—— —

Halls of the city companies, list of, 321. 554
Hanover,house of, temper ofthe citizens towards, 96

Hanover-square,393
HaymarketTheatre, 452
Henry IV.his entry into London, 32; releases the
Citizens from the unjust exactions ofhis predecessor Richard, ib. ; plot to assassinate him, and assistance rendered to him by the citizens on the

—

—

occasion, ib. ; his death, 34
Henry V.his pompous funeral, 37
Henry VI.grand procession of the citizens on his
accession to the crown of England, 37; deposed,
and imprisoned in the Tower, 44; released from
captivity, 46 ; forsaken by the citizens, ib. ;
again falls into the handsof his rival, 47
Henry VII.his reception in London,after thebattle
of Bosworth, 51 ; his avarice and extortion
upon themetropoUs,53
Henry VIII.entertains the lord-mayor andaldermen
at his palace, 53 ;his coronation, 54 ; his favourable sentiments toward the citizens, 56 ;
commencement of his contention with the see of
Rome, 60. 65 ;marries Anne Boleyne, 61
Heralds' college, its situation and uses, 320
Horse-guards, 264
Hospitals and public charities in and near London,
126. 169. 559; great benefit derived from them
by medical practitioners, andby thepublic, 224
House of Recovery, for the Cow-pox ;number of
patients admitted and discharged since its institution, 158
Houses, number of, in London, 111
Houses of parhament,description of, 267, 268
Humane Society for the recovery of persons apparently dead, 221
Hunter, Dr. William, his museum,421
■
Mr. John, hi6 museum, 422,
Hyde-park, 256

—

—

—

—

—

—

J.

Jack Straw, one of the leaders in Wat Tyler's
rebellion, executed, 29
Jennerian Institution, report from the committee of,
157; its design, 223
Jews, massacre, in London, of the, 17; banished
from England, 22
Judicature, courts of, 229, 560, &c.
Juries, first impannelledby the sheriffs, 58
Justice, public offices of, list of, 149, 561

—

K.

— ——— —— —

H.

—
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—

—

Industry of the labouring people in England, 147
Inhabitants of the metropolis, present manners of
the, 134
Inns of court, the, 236
Institutions, public, in the metropolis, list of, 556
Insurance offices, for affording reUef to sufferers by
fire, list of, 152
Intercourse of inhabitantsin the metropolis, 322

Kensington-palace and gardens, 258
King's Bench, court of, its jurisdiction, &c. 233
prison, the, historical survey of, 344 ;
internal economy, 345 ; extent of its Uberties
or rules, 346

—

L.

Lanterns hung out, for illuminating the streets by
night, which before had no accommodation of
that kind, 35
Leadenhall, erected as a pubUc granary, 35
Learning, and the useful and fine arts, institutions
for the promotion of, 557

Leicester-square, 393

Lincoln's Inn, 243
Lincoln's Inn-fields, 393
Literary assemblies, list of, 423
Literature, present state of, 141
Livery, great body ofthe, their importance, 133

Lock-hospital, 224

Lollards. See Wickliffe
Lombards, settled in London as bankers, 22
London, city of, introductory history of the, 1;
etymology of the word, 1.11; ancient name of,
2; situation, 3 ; first noticed in history, 5 ;
surrounded with walls, and fortifications erected,
6 ; made a bishop's see, 7 ; ancient limits, ib.;
military ways erected by the Romans, 8 ;
sackedby the Danes, 11 ; opposes and subsequently submits to the Conqueror William of
Normandy, 12; destroyed by fire, 14, 15;
review of its condition, its castles, and gates, in
the reign of Henry II. 15; the first magistrate
(or mayor) claims and obtains the right to officiate
as chief butler to. the king, at the coronation of
Richard I. 18; sheriffs first appointed for the
city, and county of Middlesex, 18. 47 ; surrounded with a ditch, and fortified, 19; oppressed by Henry III.ib.; increase of buildings
during his reign, 20; supplied with water, by
means of conduits, with a notice of the annual
ceremony estabUshed on the occasion, 21;—divided into wards, under the superintendance of
aldermen, 22; title
" of the chief magistrate
changed to that of Lord-Mayor," 24 ; visited
by a pestilence, ib. ; honoured withthe presence
of four kings, at an entertainment given by the
lord-mayor, 25; permitted to quarter a dagger
in the arms, in remembrance of the services of
Sir William Walworth, the lord-mayor, in the
suppression of Wat Tyler's rebeUion, 29 ;
amerced and disfranchised by Richard II. ib.;
1
again

—
—— —

—

—

—
—

—

——

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

——
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again visited by the plague In 1407, 33; the
streets first iUuminated by lanterns, 35 ; visited
by Henry V. and his consort Catherine, who are
sumptuously entertained by the lord-mayor, Sir
Richard Whittington, 36 ; plunderedby Sir John
Gates and Henry Neville, 46 ; pestilence in
1479, 48. 51; manners and customs in the reign
of Henry VIII. 54; obtains the power to impannel juries, 58 ; opposes the measures of Cardinal Wolsey, 59. 70; ravagedby the plague in
the year 1525, 70; improved state of its streets
about that period, ib.; extent of, in the reign
of EUzabeth, 74; assists the queen with money and ships for repelling the Spanish invasion,
76 ; ravagedby the plague, from the year 1603
to 1611, 78; jurisdiction and powers of its magistrates extended, ib. ; dreadful effects of the
plague in the year 1665, 86 ; destroyedby fire in
the year 1666, 88. 91; rebuilt, 94; great increase in the number and extent of its buildings,

—

— —

— ——
—

—

—

—

—

— —
—

—

102

London, city of, charters and privileges granted to
by several princes, 12. 14,15.18, 19. 24. 48. 74.

—

—
—

86. 96

London, modern, general description of, 105; its
quays and wharfs, 107 ; its situation and principal divisions, 109; convenience of its streets,
111; number of houses, ib. ;— its population,
114; its extent within and without the walls,
116 ; diseases andmortality, 118; salubrity and
climate, 119; consumption of provisions in,
120; places of worship, 126. 537; hospitals
and charitable institutions, 126. 169.556; palaces, courts of justice, &c. 128. 229.248.560;
number of the king's guards, 128 ; present governmentof, 129; manners and poUce of, 134.
144 ; its commerce and trade, 287 ; public
offices and commercial buildings, 292. 545;
prisons, 327. 564; public and private buildings,
squares, and statues, 361; learned societies, 395;
literary assembUes, 423 ; state of the press in,
425; pubUc amusements, theatres, &c. 444
London-bridge burneddown, 19
London Gazette, extract from, relative to the fire
of-London, 88
London Hospital, 224
London-stone, 10
Long-bow first brought into general use in England, 25
Lord-mayor of London, the title first granted by
Richard I.24
how elected at present,

——
—
—
—

—

—

—

—

——

—

—

— ———— —

— —
— —
— —

—
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Lord-mayor's show, formerly very grand, 41;
how conducted at present, 308
Lords, house of, description of, 267
Ludgate, prison of, 335
Luxury, general reflections on the state of, in the
metropolis, 166
Lyon's Inn, 246
M.

Magazines and Reviews, historical survey and present state of, 435. 437
■i

Magdalen Hospital, general account of, from Its first
estabUshment, 209
Magistrates of London, Ust of their jurisdictions,
149

Manchester-square,393

Manners of the inhabitants of the metropoUs, the
present, 134

Mansion-house, description of, 306
Manufactures of London, 290
Map of London, the first pubUshed in the reign of
Elizabeth, 74
MarineSociety, the,account of, 215
Marlborough-house, 254
Marshalsea-prison, the, internal regulations and
jurisdiction of, 342
Massacre of Jews in England, on the coronation of
Richard I. 17.
Meeting-houses and Protestant dissenting chapels,
Ust of, 542
Merchants ofthe Steel-yard,suppression ofthe company of, 72
Metropolis, present government of the, 129; particular police of, 149
Middlesex made subject to the jurisdiction of the
magistrates of London, 14
court ofjudicature, &c. in, 562
Middlesex Hospital, 224
Middleton, Sir Hugh,projects a canal for supplying
the city with water, 79
MiUtary ways, Roman, 8
Militia, in the city of London, how raised, 133
Milk, consumption of, in the metropolis, 121
Miscellaneous public performances in London, 457
Monk, General, authentic copy of his letter to
Speaker LenthaU, 85
Moorgate first erected, 35
Morals, how far influenced by commerce, 325
Mortalityin the metropolis, amountof,annuaUy, 118
Museums in London. See their respective Titles
Musical performances inLondon, 444
N.

New Prison, Clerkenwell, account of, 351
New River brought to London by Sir Hugh Middleton, 78, 79
Newgate, historical account of, 329
Newspapers in London, historical review and present state of, 426, &c.
Norman, John, lord-mayor of London, the first
who went by water to Westminster, to be sworn
into office, 41
Nuisance, notice of a, in driving and killing cattle
in the city, 121.
O.

Officers of poUce, number of, 151
Opera-house, the, 449
Oyer andTerminer, court of, 237. 561.

—

P.

Pageant, agrand one, to welcome Richard II.on his
return to London, 30 ; on the pubUc entry of
Bolingbroke, 32; on the return of Henry V,
from the battle of Agincourt, 35;— on the coronation

—

INDEX

— —

nation of Henry VIII. 54 ; on his marriage with
Anne Boleyne, 61; on the arrival of Phihp of
Spain in London, 78. See Processions
Painting, present state of, 462
Palaces, Royal, in the metropolis, 248
Palace, St. James's, mode of gaining admission to
(for the information of strangers), 255
Parish clerks perform a play at Clerkenwell, 33
ParUament, high court of, its constitution, 230
i
houses of, description of, 267, 268
Passengers in the streets of the metropolis, great
concourse of, remarks on, 322
Paving andUghting of the metropoUs, 148
Penitentiary-house, in Cold Bath-fields, 354
Performances, public, miscellaneous, 457
Philanthropic Society, objects of the institution, 220
Philip of Spain, preparations for his receptionin
the city on his nuptials with Mary I. 72, 73
Physicians, College of, 226, 227
Places of worship in London, enumeration of, 126.
537

Plague in London, in 1348, 24
_—
in 1407, 33
in 1479, 48
in 1525, 59
in 1603, 78
in 1625, 81
the great and last in London, in the year
1665, 86
Plenty, a remarkable year of, 45
Police, the, of the metropoUs, general review of,

.
i

144. 149

Police officers, number of, in London, 151
Poor, Society for bettering the Condition of, 219
Population ofLondon, abstract of the report made
by order of government, on the, 114
Port of London, annual exports and imports at, 288
Porter, origin of the name, as applied to beverage,
122 (Note). 561; quantity brewed in London,
124 (Note)
Portman-square, 392
Post-office, the, description of, 314;— improved
method ofconveying letters, ib.; regulations observed by, respecting letters, &c. 315; observation onits situation, 316. See Twopenny Post-

—

— —

office

Poultry-compter, its internal regulations, &c. 337
Precedency, dispute for, between the lord-mayor

— —-

and the lord high treasurer, 45
Press, freedom of the, 145
present state of, 425
Prisons in and near London,inquiry into thepresent
state of, 327 ;— accurate Ust of, 564
Private buildings in the metropolis,review of, 300
Procession to meet Henry VI. on his accession to
the throne, 37; of the city watch, 56 ; of the
citizens to congratulate CharlesII.on his restoration, S5. See Pageant
Promenade for Sunday in the Parks,256. 259.23458
prices of, settled by parliament,
,Provisions,present
consumptionof,in themetropolis,

—

_

120

—

444
Public amusements in London, review of,metropolis,
institutions of aU kinds in the
list of, 556

569

Public offices andcommercial buildings in London,
observation on their situations and appearance,
292.316

PubUc buildings, offices, &c. list of, 545
PubUc offices of justice, Ust of (for the benefit of
strangers), 149
Publications, new,in London, during the year 1800,
442

Punctilio, singular instance of, during the conflagration in 1666, 93

Quack medicines, amount of duties on in the year
1801, 226

Quakers' meetingsin London, Ust of, 544

Queen's palace, the, 253

R.

Ranelagh Gardens, 457
Raree-shows, less numerous in London than in Paris, 458
Rebellion, the great, conduct of the citizens during.
81, &c.
Refinement, present state of, 166
Reflections on the luxury of the inhabitants of the
metropolis, 166
Reformation, the,in England, 60.69
Religion and Morals, institutions for the promotion of, 557
Religious houses, suppressed at the Reformation,
Ust of, in London, 67
Requests, court of, instituted, 59
Retail trade, in the metropolis, 291
Richard I. massacre of the Jews on his coronation,
17
Richard II.his gallant conduct, at the age of 15, in
presence of 20,000 rebels, 28 ; his luxury and
oppression, 29; public rejoicings on his visit to
London, 30;— deposedby Henry of Bolingbroke,

—

—

32

RichardIII. See Gloucester, duke of
Riots in London, in the year 1780, 100
Rivulets, ancient, which ran through the city, Ust
of, 20
Roman Catholic chapels, list of, 541
Roman funerals and burial-places,and antiquities, 9
Romans, their power in Englandnearly annihilated
by Boadicea, 5
Rome, see of, decline and fall of its power in Encrland, 60. 65
Royal Academy, 468
RoyalCircus, St. George's Fields, 455
Royal Exchange, the, erection of, 76; historical
description of, 304
Royal Institution, the, rise and progress of, 407
Royal Society, the,rise, progress, present state, and
internal government of, 395
Royalty Theatre, 453
Russel-square, 393

—

S.

Sadler's Wells, 453
St. Andrew-Undershaft, 389
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, historical account of,
4D
187:

570

INDEX
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187; curious remains of the cloister of the
old priory, 189
St. Bri'de's, Fleet-street, 390
St. Botolph's,Aldersgate, 389
St.Dunstan's in the East, 387
in the West, 389
St. George's,Harfover-square, 387
St. George's Hospital, historical account of, 208
St. Giles's in the Fields, 389
Cripplegate, ib.
St. James's, Piccadilly, 388
St. James's palace and park, 250. 254, 255, 256
mode of gaining admission to,

.

Stage, the, remarks on the present state of, 459

Staples Inn, 246
Statues and squares in the metropoUs, 392
Stocks ordered to be set up, 47
Stock's market erected, 34
Streets in London, list of the principal, 112; observations on the great intercourse of people ip,

—

322

Suburbs of London, civil government of, 149
Subscription concerts, 458
Surgeons, college of, 226
Sweating sickness, rages in London, 51. 59
Synagogues, Jews, in London, Ust ofi, 541

255

square, 393
St. John's monastery burned by Wat Tyler's rabble,
27

St. Luke's Hospital for lunatics, its rise, progress,
and present state, 201
St. Margaret's,Westminster, 388
St. Mary-le-Bow,Cheapside, 390
St. Mary-le-Strand, 387
St. Michael's, Cornhill, ib.
St. Paul's cathedral, description of, 363 ; curiosities
generaUy visited by strangers,369

—

Covent-garden, 387
St. Stephen's, Walbrook, 386

St. Thomas's Hospital, historical account of, 190
Salubrity of the cUmate of London, 119
Samaritan Society, object of the institution, 221
Savoy, in the Strand, destroyed by Wat Tyler
and his partisans,27
description of the prison there, 341
Scotland-yard, 265
Schools, public, list of, 556
Sculpture, present state of, 463
Sea-coal, for firing, first use of, in the metropoUs,22
present annual consumption of, 122
Serjeant's Inn, 246
Sheriffs, first appointment of, for the city, and for
the county of Middlesex, 18
empowered to impannel juries, 58
Shoes, proclamation against wearing them with long
points, 45
Shopkeepers in London, their distinguishing characteristic, 137
Shows,less numerousin London than in Paris, 458
Slaughtering cattle, prohibited within the walls of
the city, 52
Smithfield, first paved, 79
Soho-square,, 393
Somerset-house, description of, 292
South Seabubble, notice of the, 97
South Sea House, 313
Southwark, reduced to ashes by WiUiam the Conqueror, 12; granted to the citizens of London,
24; its ancient and present government, 132
c—
courts of justice in, 563
Speaker's warrant, cause ofcontention between the
city and parliament, 99
Spirituous liquors, drinking of, its pernicious consequencesamong the lower orders ofsociety, 136
Spitalfields, originally a Roman burial-place, 9
.Squares in and about London. See their particular
Names

—

— — ——

— —

T.

Tavistock-square, 393
Temple, the,destroyed by the rebels in the reign of

—

Richard II. 27
'
historical survey of, 238
Thames, jurisdiction over,purchased by the corporation of London, 18
Thavies Inn, 246
Theatrical performances, &c. in London, 449
Tothillfields Bridewell, 347
Tournament, description of one, in Smithfield, 29
Tower of London, erected to ensure the allegiance
of the citizens to William the Conqueror, 13
historical survey of, 271; description of the curiosities in it, which are commonly visited by strangers, 277, &c.
Treasury-office, 265
Tribunals and legal establishments, 229. 560
Trinity-house, description of, and account of the

—

—

society, 318

Twopenny Post-office, 317; rules to be observed
in putting in letters, ib.
V.
VauxhaU Gardens, 455
fruit,
annual consumption of, 122
Vegetables and
W.

Walpole, Sir Robert, opposed in his scheme for a
generalexcise, 97
Walworth, Sir Willicm, kills Wat Tyler, and sup-

—

presses his rebellion, 28
Wards in the city, number of, 131
Warwick, earl of, his rebelUon, 46; defeat and
death, 47
Wat Tyler, his rebellion, 26 ; outrages committed
by his adherents, 27 ; his interview with the
king, 28; and death, ib.
Watchmen, observations on those employed in
the metropolis, 148
West India trade, the, commercial importance of,
289
Westminster Abbey, description of, 374
■
Hall, &c. historical account of, 266
■ Infirmary, 224
'
Lying-in Hospital, 212
--■
courtof justice in, 562
Wheat, annual consumption of, in London, 122
Whitbread's brewery, description of, 123
Whitefriars, a great councU held there, 34

—

—

—

Whitehall,

INDEX
Whitehall, historical survey of, 262
Whittington, Sir Richard, lordmayor of London,
36 ; probable origin of the legend concerning
his cat, ib. ; entertains Henry V. and his queen
at Guildhall, ib. ; his charitable estabUshments, ib.
Wickliffe, the first reformer of the church ;persecution of his followers, 34
William the Conqueror marches to London, 12;
grants the citizens their first charter, ib.
Wine, first sold on board vessels in the Thames, 17
Winter spectacles in London, list of, 444

—

—

—

—
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Wolsey, cardinal ;opposition to his measures by
the citizens, 59. 70
Workhouses, in and near London, general notice of,
228

Worship, public places of, in and about London,
126. 537, &c.

Wren, Sir Christopher, his plan for rebuilding the
city of London, 94
Wyat, Sir Thomas, his rebeUion, 72
Y.
Yew-trees, the growth of, formerly encouraged, 20

THE END.
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LIST OF THE COPPER PLATES,
IN

THE

ORDER OF THEIR ARRANGEMENT.

1.
2.

—

THE Cities of London and Westminster to face the Title-page.
...-----.-Map of London
Hospital,
Greenwich
the West India Docks, &c.

-----------

3.
4. GreenwichPark
5. Court of King's Bench .----...---.._...
6. TheMall in St. James's Park

... -

105

169
176
233
25(5

- -

262

---------

268

7. Hyde Park
8. The Horse Guards, or War Office, and Parade of the Foot Guards
----._._.
9. Westminster fromLambeth
--.-...
10. The Royal Procession to Parliament
-..-..._..
1 1 The House ofLords
12. The House of Commons
13. Interior of the Rotunda of the Bank of England
14c. The RoyalExchange, Bank, &c.
15. The Royal Exchange
16. St. Paul's Cathedral, with theLord Mayor's Show on the Water
...17. St. Paul's Cathedral
Cathedral,
of
with the Annual Assemblage of the Charity
18. Inside
St. Paul's
Children ofthe Metropolis
-----..._.
19. Westminster Abbey
20. The Society of Arts
21. Inside of Drury-lane Theatre
22. Inside of Covent-gardenTheatre ---__.-_
23. Vauxhall Gardens

.

pace

--

264
265
267
270

------- -

297
304.

--------

353

----------

-----------

306
308

368
376
406
451

452
456

The

ARRANGEMENT OF THE COPPER PLATES.

The Itinerant Traders, or Coloured Costumes, follow the Descriptions us the
Plates, and precede the Appendix ;each qf the Trades faces its own Description,
and the whole are arranged in alphabetical Order, as under:
24. Baking or Boiling Apples
Band-Boxe3
Baskets
Bellows to Mend
Brick Dust
29. Buy a Bill ofthe Play
30. Cats and Dogs* Meat
31. Chairs to Mend
32. Cherries
33. Door Mats
34. Dust O!
35. GreenHastens
36. Hair Brooms
37. Hot Loaves
38. Hot Spice Gingerbread
39. Knives to Grind
40. Lavender
41. Mackerel
42. Matches
43. Milk
44. NewPotatoes
45. Old Clothes
46. Poor Sweep
47. Rabbits
48. Rhubarb
49. SandO!
50. Showman
51. Slippers
52. SootO!
53. Strawberries
54. Water Cresses
25.
26.
27.
28.

The Appendix follows these Plates and. their Descriptions, and the Index closes
the Volume.
N. B. The Letters X and Y havebeen cancelled, and are therefore to be omitted.
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VALUABLE BOOKS,
Latelypublished by RICHARD PHILLIPS, No. 71, St. Paul's Church-yard;
and which are to be had of all Booksellers.
I.
In

Quarto and Octavo, and embellished witha fine Portrait, by Fittler, from Stuart's Picture, ahd with Mapsof the United States, the first and second volumes, Price each in Quarto One Guinea and a Half
in Boards, and in Octavo Haff a Guinea each in Boards, dedicated, by Permission, to the Marquis of
Lansdown, of

THE LIFE OF GEORGE WASHINGTON,
Commanderin Chief of the American Forces during the War, which estabUshed the Independence of his
Country, and First President of the United States :Compiled under the Inspection of his Nephew the

Hon. BUSHROD WASHINGTON,
From Original Papersbequeathed to him by his deceased Relative.
To whichis prefixed An Introduction, containing a Compendious View of the Colonies planted by
the EngUsh on the Continent of North America, from their Settlement to the Commencement of thatWar
which terminatedin their Independence.
By JOHN MARSHALL,
Chief Justice of the United States, &c. &c.
*„* Mr. Phillips, who has purchased the EngUsh Copyright of this valuable Work from Mr.Bushrod
Washington, will publish the succeeding Volumes in a Corresponding Manner as fast as the Manuscript is
receivedfrom America. Itis supposed the entire Work will extend to Four or Five Volumes ;and that their
successive PubUcation will takeplace at Intervals of about three or four Months tiU the Work is completed.
II.

Price 12s. in Boards, 13s. Haff Bound, or 13s. 6d. in Caff Gilt, in One very thick and closely printed
Volume, illustrated with nearly Seventy Maps and Views,

THE GUIDE TO ALL THE WATERING AND SEA-BATHING PLACES IN
ENGLAND AND WALES, FOR 1804,

Consisting of ACCURATE and CIRCUMSTANTIAL DESCRIPTIONS of every PLACE of
FASHIONABLE RESORT, and of the Curiosities and Scenery in their Environs ;with anItinerary of
the Roads to andfrom each Place.
By the EDITOR of the PICTURE OF LONDON.
This Work is so weU known, and has been so universally approved of for its Completeness and Accuracy,that any further Description of its Contents, or any Observations on its Merits and UtiUty, would be
superfluous.

J^ g£

Price 4s. in Boards,

THE INVALID :

Being an Illustration of the obvious Means of enjoying HEALTH and LONG LIFE.
By A NONAGENARIAN,
Editor of the Spiritual Quixotte, ColumeUa, Euphrosyne, &c.
To whichare added,
"
A Translation from the Greek of the Pythagorean Golden Verses," and other Poems.
IV.

In Three Volumes, Octavo, Price 30s. in Boards,

ANIMAL BIOGRAPHY,
Consisting of Authentic Anecdotes and Characteristic Traits of the Lives, Manners, and
Economy of the whole Animal Creation: Collected Irom several hundred of the best Modern
Voyages and Travels, and from expensive and scarce Works of Natural History, in various Languages, and
arranged according to the System of Linnæus.
By the Rev. W. BINGLEY, A. B.
Fellow of the Linnæan Society, and late of St. Peter's CoUege, Cambridge.
V.

InTwo elegant Volumes, Foolscap Octavo, Price Half a Guinea in Boards,

THE MILITARY MENTOR;

Beinga SERIES of LETTERS recently written by a GENERAL OFFICER to his Son on his entering the Army -. Comprising a Course of Elegant Instruction, calculated to unite in the same
Person the Characters and Accomplishments of the Gentleman and the Soldier, illustrated by
numerous Examples and Anecdotes from Ancient and Modern History.
VI. Com-

Valuable Books published by R.
Complete

in twenty-five volumes,

Phillips.

vi.
embellished with Plates, and illustrated with Maps, Indexes, and
,
Chronological Tables,

UNIVERSAL HISTORY,
ANCIENT AND MODERN,

From the earliest Records of Time to the General Peace of 1802.
By WILLIAM MAVOR, LL.D.
Vicar of Hurley, in Berkshire, Chaplain to the Earl of Moira, &c. &c.
There are Two Editions which may be had done up in three kinds of Binding, at the foUowing Prices
Common Paper
in Boards
.£A 13 6
Ditto
Ditto
Half Bound ...50 0
Ditto
Ditto
Calf Gilt
5 15 6
6 5 0
Fine and Large Paper in Boards
Half
Ditto
Ditto
Bound
6 16 6
Gilt
Ditto
Ditto
Calf
7 10 0
In the execution of this extensive and arduous Undertaking, through all its Parts, the Editor has been
sohcitous to keep at an equal distance from ProUxity and Brevity. He has studied to be clear, distinct,
comprehensive, and exact. To all persons, therefore, who wish to possess, at a moderate Expence, a complete Body of Universal History, brought down to the present Time, to Schools in particular, to
Students, and to circulating and private Libraries, the entire Work will unquestionably prove a valuable and
desirable Acquisition.
*il* Nine Volumes of this valuable Work are occupied with ancient, and sixteen with modern
history; and these two principal Parts, or particular Histories, may be had separately.
The following are peculiarly adapted to the Use of Scliools and Young Persons of both Sexes, and
constitute a select Historical Library by themselves :
"\
The History of Greece, in 2 Vols.
of Rome, in 3 Vols.
/
of Encland, in 2 Vols. > Price 3s. 9d. and 56. per VoLin Boards.
of France, in 1 Vol.
I
■
of America, in 1 Vol.
J
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VII.

In Two elegant Volumes, Quarto, decorated with a great Number of Vignettes, with a separate Atlas of
large and splendid Engravings, representing the principal Objects and Buildings in Paris, Price Eight
Guineas in Boards, or, with the Plates reduced in size, and foldedinthe Volumes, price Five Guineas
in Boards,

TRAVELS IN GERMANY, HOLLAND, FLANDERS, AND FRANCE,
TO PARIS:

With numerous Particulars relative to the present State of that Capital;its Festivals, Literature, Characters,
Paintings, Music, Theatres, Gardens, Institutions, Architecture, and especiaUy the Manners of the People,
&c. &c.
By THOMAS HOLCROFT.
VIII.

InTwo Volumes, 4to. Price Three Guineas and a Half in Boards, Ulustrated with Portraits,
the LIFE and AGE of GEOFFRY CHAUCER,
THE EARLY ENGLISH POET ;
Including Memoirs of his near Friend and Kinsman, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster.

THE HISTORY of

This Work comprehends Views of the Progress of Society, Manners, and the Fine Arts, from the
the Close of the Fourteenth Century;with Characters
Dawn of Literature, in Modern Europe, to of
Edward the Third and Richard the Second.
of the principal Personagesin the Courts
By WILLIAM GODWIN.
IX.

In Five elegant Volumes, Post Octavo, with several Engravings,

THE LIFE AND ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN WILKES,

"
of the Borough of Aylesbury in two Parliaments, and Knight of the Shire for Middlesex in
Representative
four Parliaments.
The LIFE is drawn up from Original Documents, by John Almon.
and
his
other
unpublishedPapers,havebeencommitted to the SuperintendThe CORRESPONDENCE,
surviving Family and Friends.
ence of Mr Almon by Mr. Wilkes's

X. NEVER

Valuable Books published by R. Phillips.
x.

NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED,
In Five Volumes, elegantly printed in thick Post Octavo, Price 21. in Boards, decorated with Portraits, by1
Watson,
and with Fae Similies; also acommon Edition, in Five Volumes, Foolscap Octavo,
Caroline
Price 25s. in Boards,
THE LETTERS andother WORKS of the Right Honourable LADY MARY WORTLEY MONTAGU, now first published,by Permission, from the originalManuscripts in the Possession of the most Noble
the MARQUIS of BUTE.
To the whole is prefixed authentic Memoirs of her Life,
By JAMES DALLAWAY, M.B.
Interspersed with Letters hitherto unpublished, from Pope, Young, Fielding, and other distinguished
Characters.
XI.
InSix elegant Volumes, thick Post Octavo, Price Two Guineas in Boards, embelUshed with Portraits, by
Caroline Watson, with coloured Engravings,representing many celebrated Characters, with Fae SimiUes, &c. &c.

THE LIFE AND ENTIRE CORRESPONDENCE OF SAMUEL RICHARDSON,

Author of Sir Charles Grandison, Clarissa, Pamela, &c. now first pubUshed by his Grandchildren.
The CORRESPONDENCE consists of Letters between Richardson and many eminent Persons of his
Time. The whole was prepared and arrangedby himself, for the Press, previously to his death in 1761, and
bequeathed to his daughters, on the condition that it should not be published in their life-time. The recent
decease of his last-surviving daughter, Mrs. Anne Richardson, of Stratford, in Suffolk, having removed the
force of that Injunction, the entire Papers of this eminent Writer are now given to the World.
The LIFE has been compiled from authentic Documents, by Mrs. BARBAULD, who has superintended
the Publication.
XII.
In Six handsome Volumes, Duodecimo, Price One Guinea and a Half in Boards, or Two Pounds elegantly
bound,

FEMALE BIOGRAPHY; Or,

MEMOIRS OF REMARKABLE AND ILLUSTRIOUS WOMEN OF ALL AGES AND
COUNTRIES.
Impartially and faithfully compiled from the most authentic Sources, and arranged AlphabeticaUy.
This interesting and valuable Work is indispensable to the completion of every Lady's Library, and it
is a suitable Companion at School to young Ladies who are finishing their education. All the Characters
have been selected and written with the most attentive regard to the promotion of virtue, and all the
usual attractions of Biography have throughout the Work been brought in aid of the estabUshed principles of
religion and morality.
XIII.
THE LATE WAR.
InTwo large Volumes, 4to. illustrated with Maps,- Price Three Guineas and a Half in Boards,
A HISTORY of the WARS which arose out of the FRENCH REVOLUTION, from their Commencement in 1792, untilthe Signature of the Preliminaries of Peace between Great Britain and France.
To whichis prefixed, a Review of the Causes and early Progress of the French Revolution.
By ALEXANDER STEVENS,
Of the Honourable Society of the Middle Temple, Esq.
XIV.

ADDISONIANA;

Consisting of Anecdotes, curious Facts, Apophthegms, Criticisms, and Observations on Manners andLiterature of Mr Addison and his immediate Contemporaries, now first collected from scarce original Sources,
on the approved and well-known Plan of the Walpoliana and the French Anas, ln two elegant
Volume?, Foolscap Octavo, embellished with beautiful Vignette Titles, and with exact Fae SimiUes of
seven highly curious Letters of Mr. Addison,never before pubUshed, Price HaU' a Guinea in Boards.
XV.
SWIFTIANA ;or, Bon Mots, Anecdotes, and Fugitive Observations and Facts connected with the Life,
Writings, and Contemporaries of Dean Swift;iUustrated with Engravings, and a Variety of curious Fae
Similies. InTwo Volumes, the same size as the Addisoniana, Price Half a Guinea in Boards.
XVI.

WALPOLIANA ;consisting of original Anecdotes, Bon Mots, and Observations, of the late Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford ;with Fae SirmUes, Portraits, &c. A new edition, Price 9s. in Boards.
XVII.
BROOKIANA; being original Anecdotes and Compositions of Henry Brooke, Author of the Fool of
QuaUty, &c. &c. and of his Contemporaries. In two. Yolun.<M, Price 10s. 6d. in Boards,

